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DEPARTMENT  OF  PARKS. 


EEPORT. 

Hon.  Nathan  Matthews,  Jr.*, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston: 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1892,  which  require  every  officer  and  board 
in  charge  of  a  department  to  transmit  to  the  Mayor  a  report 
containing  a  statement  of  the  acts  and  doings,  and  receipts 
and  expenditures,  of  the  department  for  the  preceding  finan- 
cial year,  the  Board  submits  the  following  report  : 

Financial  Statements. 

I. 

Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  Department  for  the  Twelve 
MovUhs  ending  January  31^  1894. 

THE    PARKWAY. 
JJkXO    ACCOIJIVT. 

BIVEBWAT. 

Amoont  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks 

ExpendiiureB. 
Amoont  pud  for  land       ........ 


LEYBBETT  PARK. 

Amonnt  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks      .        .        .        $26,231  98 
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Sapenditures. 
Amount  paid  for  land $26,281  98 

JAMAICA    PARK. 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks      .        .        .       $210,143  17 

Expenditures. 

Amount  paid  for  land $209,835  55 

Amount  paid  for  surveying  ....  307  62 

$210,143  17 

ARBORWAT. 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks  $6,000  00 

ExpendittMres, 
Amount  paid  for  land       . $6,000  00 

DORCHESTERWAT. 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks  .  $24,743  68 

Expendiiwres . 

Amount  gaid  for  land •  .     $23,812  08 

Amount  paid  for  surireTing  .        .         .        .  931  50 

$24,743  58 

STRANDWAT. 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks      .  $221,372  07 

Eq^ertdUwres. 
Amount  paid  for  land $221,372  07 


COBTSTRrCTIOlV,  MAIIVTBIVANCE,  AND   BBTTERMENT. 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks     .  $429,200  78 
Amount  transferred  from  appropriation  for  Main- 
tenance         28,688  65 

$467,889  48 
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BXPENDITUBE8    FOR   CON8TRUC5TION. 
BACK  BAY  FENS. 

Roadways  J  Sidewalks,  Outiers^  and  Drainage. 

Roadways:   labor  and  mate- 
rials   ....        918,835  97 

Gutters:     labor     and     ma- 
terials        ....     6,729  73 

Curbs  and  walks:  labor  and 

materials   ....     5,490  61 

Drainage:  labor  and   mate- 
rials       2,679  58 

932,735  89 

Orading,  Loarn^  and  OenercU  Work, 

Superintendence  and  general 

work $4,067  79 

Grading :  labor  and  materials,  3,103  80 
Loam :  labor  and  materials  .  2,880  53 
Engineering  expenses  .  .  1,224  00 
Fence  :  labor  and  materials  .  58  02 

Electric  lighting  ...  2  25 

11,330  89 

Plantations, 
Labor  and  expenses        ....     3,853  33 

Filling, 
Filling 2,447  46 

Pkms  and  Designs. 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses  572  45 

Siowy  Brook  Bridge. 
Labor 145  00 

$51,085  01 
Amouni  carried  forward,  $6 1 ,085  01 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $51,085  01 

RIVER  WAT. 

Roadfcays,  Sidetpolksy  Ghdters,  ctnd  Draina^t, 

Roadways:    labor  and  ma- 
terials     .  .         $41,466  08 

Drainage:    labor    and  ma- 
terials     ....     7,200  00 

Gutters:     labor    and    ma- 
terials      ....     3,476  66 

Sidewalks:   labor  and  ma- 
terials .        474  18 

$52,604  92 

Clearingy  Orctding,  Loam,  and  General  Work, 
Loam:    amount  paid   under 
contract,         $20,146  94 
Labor  and  ma- 
terials  .        .        900  00 

$21,046  94 

Grading :   amount 
paid       under 
contracts,         $1,000  00 
Labor  and  ma- 
terials .  6,820  12 

7,820  12 

Engineers  and  expenses        .      6,800  00 
Superintendence    and    gen- 
eral work  ....      3,500  00 
Clearing  grounds .        .        .         200  00 

37,866  06 

Audubon  Road  Bridge. 
Abutments :    amount    paid 

under  contract         .  $26,278  06 

Superstructure :        amount 

paid  under  contract  8,636  40 

Floor:   amount  paid  under 

contract  ....  1,362  60 
Advertising  contract  .  .  112  97 
Engineers  and  expenses  61  87 

36,426  90 


Amounts  carried  forward,  $125,897  88     $51,086  01 
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Amounts  brought  forward,                 $125,897  88 

$51,085  01 

FiUing, 

Amount    paid    under    con- 

tracts       .         .         .         .$30,15159 

Printing      ....            250 

30,164  09 

Administration  Building. 

Amount  paid  under  contract,$15,797  13 

Labor,  expenses,  furnish- 
ing, etc 2,005  42 

Amount  paid  for  heating- 
apparatus  .         .        .        910  00 

Sheplej,  Rutan,  &  Coolidge, 

for  plans  ...        678  90 

A.  A.  Llbby  &  Co.,  paving 

yard  .        .         .        .        151  66 

19,443  10 

Foot-bridges  and  Culverts, 
Amountpaid  under  contract, $13, 174  77 
Engineers  and  expenses       .         612  19 
Adyertislng         .        .  89  16 

13,876  12 

Tremont  Street  Bridge. 
Amount  paid  under  contract,  $5,908  91 
Engineers  and  expenses  506  70 

6,416  61 

BelUvue  Street  Bridge, 
Amount  paid  under  contract,  $5,237  80 
Engineers  and  expenses  825  70 

6,668  50 

* 

RetOMfUng-walL 

Amountpaid  under  contract,  $4,771  63 
Advertising  contract  .  58  94 

4,830  67 


Amounts  carried  forwa/rdy  $206,180  87     $51,086  01 
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Amounts  brought  farward,  $206 ,  180  87     $51 ,085  01 

Bridle  Path  Bridge. 
Amount  paid  under  contract,  $8,657  12 
AdyertUing  contract   .         .  77  02 

3,734  14 

Brookline  Avenue  Bridge, 
Amount  paid  under  contract,  $2,300  79 
Engineers  and  expenses        .        315  15 

2,615  94 

Water  Supply. 
Laying  water-pipes       ....     1,384  49 

Plantations. 
Labor 1,000  00 

Plans  and  Designs. 
Landscape  architects,  and  expenses  409  44 

215.324  88 

LBYBRETT   PABK. 

Clearing,  Grading^  Loam,  and  General  Work. 

Grading :       amount      paid 
under  contract         .  $28,077  43 

Grading:     labor    and    ma- 
terials      ....     5,465  62 

Engineers  and  expenses      .     2,710  11 

Loam :  labor  and  materials,     2,661  82 

General  work      .        .        .        290  05 

Clearing  grounds        .  235  84 

$39,440  87 

BoadwaySy  Gutters,  and  Dradnage. 
Roadways:   labor  and  ma- 
terials      ....  $9,500  00 
Drainage:    labor  and    ma- 
terials      ....     4,009  09 
Gutters:     labor     and    ma- 
terials      ....     1,100  00 

14,609  09 


Amounts  carried  forward,  $54,049  96  $266,409  89 
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AmouiUs  hraugki  forward,  $64,049  96   «266,409  89 

Planiations, 
Labor 3»617  42 

Foot-bridges  and  Oulveris, 
Amount  paid  nnder  contract,  $1,170  05 
Engineers  and  expenses  278  75 

1,448  80 


Plans  amd  Designs. 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses  827  46 


59,943  64 


JAMAICA   PARK. 

deoA^ng,  Grading,  and  General  Work, 
Grading :  amount  paid  under 

contract  .  .$15,256  12 

Grading:     labor    and    ma- 

661  79 

2,645  61 

1.239  44 

356  57 

$20,169  53 


terials 
Engineers  and  expenses 
Clearing  grounds 
General  work 


Plans  and  Designs, 

Landscape    architects    and 

expenses  ....      $877  56 
A.  H.  French,  surveying     .  47  14 

924  70 


Water-pipes,  labor 


Latx>T 


Water  Supply. 

480  98 


PloMtaiions. 


32  00 


Boads  and  Walks. 
Surfacing  roads  and  walks  .  .  10  90 

Amount  carried  fortuard, 


21,608  11 
$347,961  64 
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Am&imt  brought  fortoardy  $347,961  64 

ARBORWAT. 

(bearing,  Gradtng,  and  Oeneral  \^ork. 
Grading :  amount  paid  under 

contracts  $27,625  23 

Grading:  labor  and  materials,    3,788  43 
Engineers  and  expenses  1,947  70 

Superintendence    and   gen- 
eral work  479  00 
Clearing  grounds  60  72 

$33,801  08 

Roadwaytj  OvMers,  and  Dradnage. 

Drainage :  amount  paid  under 
contract   .        .  $13,961  44 

Drainage:  labor  and  mate- 
rials ....      1,622  68 

Roadways :  labor  and  mate- 
rials ....     4,223  78 

Gutters :  labor  and  materiak,         67  20 

19.876  10 

Stony  Brook  Bridge. 
Amount  paid  under  contract,  $4,284  00 

Labor 91  00 

Advertising  contract   .  67  93 

4,432  93 

Water  Supply. 
Water-pipes  and  labor .        .        .  1,713  46 

Culverts. 
Labor  and  materials     ....     1,471  81 


Plans  and  Designs. 
A.  H.  French,  surveying      ...  58  63 


61,362  90 


DORCHBSTIBRWAT. 

Filling. 
Amount  paid  under  contract,  $8,945  14 
Amount  paid  for  advertising,         62  86 

$8,997  99 


Amounts  carried  forward,  $8,997  99     $409,314  64 
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Amounts  brought  forward,  $8,997  99  $409,314  54 

Grading  and  General  Work. 

Grading :  amount  paid  nnder 
contract   ....  $8,098  62 

Grading :  labor  and  materials,     516  88 

Grading :  adyertising  contract,      39  10 

Engineers  and  expenses  1,596  24 

Saperintendence  and  gen- 
eral work         ...  39  95 

5,290  79 

BoadwaySj  Sidewalks,  Gutters^  and  Drtxinage* 

Roadways:  labor  and  ma- 
terials      ....  $1,540  95 

Gutters:  labor  and  ma- 
terials      ....     1,217  49 

Drunage:  labor  and  ma- 
terials      .        .  613  27 

Sidewalks:  labor  and  ma- 
terials      ....  52  00 

3,428  Tl 

Plans  and  Designs, 
Landscape     architects    and 

expenses .        .        .        .  $1,131  79 
C.  F.  Baxter,  surveying      .         180  00 

1,311  79 

Ouherts. 
Labor  and  materials 658  00 

Plantations. 
Labor 86  90 


19,764  18 


BTHANDWAT. 

Chrading  and  General  Work, 
Engineers  and  expenses  .         .        $29  25 

Plans  and  Designs. 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses  27  94 

57  19 


Amount  carried forwa/rd^  $429,135  91 
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Amount  brought farward,  $429,135  91 

EXPENDITURES   FOR  BETTERMENT. 
JAMAICA  PARK. 

Plans $59  68 

STRANDWAT. 

Printing 5  19 

64  87 

EXPENDITURES   FOR   MAINTENANOB. 

Care  of  Grounds  and  ButkUngs, 
Watchmen:   labor  and  ex- 
penses $14,458  98 


Sewer  assessment 

3.347  00 

Beacon  entrance  bridge 

210  56 

Repairs  of  covered  channel, 

Stony  brook,   and  Gate- 

house      .... 

141  76 

Signs  and  notices 

104  40 

Repairs  of  covered  channel, 

Muddy  river,  and  Gate- 

house      .... 

20  67 

$18,288  86 

Park  Police. 
Pay  of  Park  Keepers  .         $10,317  06 
Police  equipments  and  sup- 
plies        ....  88  23 

10,406  29 

28,688  66 

$467,889  43 

ARNOLD   ARBORETUM. 
i«Ajn>  Accoins'T. 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  PubUc  Parks  .        .  $776  65 

EXPENDITURES. 

Amount  paid  for  land  ^ $761  56 

Amount  paid  for  surveying 16  00 

$776  56 
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CONSTRUCTIOIV  AlVD   BIAIIVTEIVAIVCE. 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks  .       ^7,687  08 
Axnonnt     transferred     from    appropriation    for 

Maintenance 8,191  45 


■XPEKBITURES   FOR  COK8TBUCTION. 

Roadways,  Walks,  and  Draiiuige, 
Drainage     ....  $4,443  32 
Expenses   of    constructioa, 

labor,  etc.  .  .  •  2,592  82 
Hetunmg-wall  ...  148  74 
Fuel,      supplies,      carting, 

etc.  •         •  •  68  56 

Engineers  and  expenses  40  22 

$7,288  66 

Plariia^ns, 
Labor 249  21 

Flans  and  Designs. 

Landscape  architects  and  expenses  49  16 

$7,587  03 

EXPENDITURES   FOR  MAINTENANCE. 

Park  Police. 
Fay  of  Park  Keepers    ....  $8,791  93 

Care  of  Grounds  and  Buildings, 
Watchmen,  labor,  and  ex- 
penses     ....  $4,381  52 
Signs  and  notices        .  18  00 

4,399  52 

8,191  45 


$15,778  48 


$15,778  48 


FRANKLIN   PARK. 
JJLSm  ACCOUIfT. 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks  $66,226  26 
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OON8TRI7CTIOM  AJVD  MAUVTBlfAlVCS:. 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks  .  $174,131  99 
Amount     transferred     from     appropriation     for 

Maintenance 27,711  33 

$201,843  32 

EXPENDITURES   FOR   CONSTRUOTION. 

Roads  and  Walks, 
Surfacing  roads  and  walks,  $41,830  41 
Grading  roads  and  walks     .    17,082  20 

$68,912  61 

Clearing  and  Grading  Orounds^  Drainagcy  and  General  Work. 
Grading  grounds  .  811,981  80 

Engineers  and  expenses  9,565  32 

Superintendence  and    gen- 
eral work         .  .     5,956  92 
Drainage     ....     3,867  79 
Clearing  grounds  .     3,086  72 
Damages  for  injury    .        .  3  00 

34,451  55 

Scarboro*  Pond  Bridges. 
Amount    paid    under    con- 
tract .  $10,864  00 
Labor  and  materials    .         .     1,902  88 
Advertising  contract   .         .  51  68 
Foot-bridge,  labor  and  ma- 
terials     ....   10,207  54 

23,026  10 

Plantations. 
Labor  and  expenses    .  .  20,768  80 

ScoA'horo'  Pond. 
Amount   paid    under    con- 
tract for  excavating,  etc.,  $9,335  51 
Labor  and  materials    .        .     2,902  97 

12,238  48 


Amount  carried  forward^  $149,397  54 
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Amount  broughi  forward,  $149,397  54 

Structu/res. 
PropagatiDg  House  .  ^7,885  18 

Scarboro'  Pond  Building     .         186  91 
The   Shelter  at    Oyerlook, 

labor  and  materials  28  50 


EUicoit  Cottage. 

Amount    paid    under    con- 

tract 

.  $5,850  00 

Water-pipes 

352  59 

Rotch  &  Tilden,  for  plans 

274  70 

Labor 

119  16 

Adyertising  contract    . 

96  25 

6,692  70 

Arbor^  Schoolmaster  Hill, 
Amount   paid    under    con- 
tract for  tiling  roof  .  $1,400  00 
Granolithic  walk         .        .        966  14 
Amount   paid    under    con- 
tract for  timber  roofing  .        962  65 
Labor  and  materials    .        .  74  00 

8,402  79 

Plant  and  Designs, 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses  1,205  38 

CkUverts. 
Labor  and  materials  ....        561  23 

Refectory  Bwilding. 
Adyertising  contract  .         133  88 

$169,494  11 

SBAyER-STREBT  IMPBOyfiMENT. 

Grading  and  Surfacing. 
Grading :  amount  paid  under 

contract   ....  $3,564  83 
Surfacing:  labor         .  447  48 


Amounts  ca/rried  forward,    $4,012  31  $169,494  11 
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Amounts  brought  forward,  $4,012  31  $169,494  11 

Engineers  and  expenses      .        384  00 

Grading :  labor    ...  80  32  -^ 

4,476  63  'J 

Plantations, 
Labor         ......         161  25 

4,637  88 


$174,181  99 


BXPBNDITURBS  FOB   MAINTBNANCB. 

Care  of  Grounds  and  Buildings. 
Labor  and  expenses  $17,115  29 

Signs  and  notices 


Pay  of  Park  Keepers  . 
Equipments  and  supplies 


37  66 

17,152  95 
"blice. 

10,568  38 

Park  I 
$9,874  56 
683  82 

27,711  83 


$201,843  32 


CHARLESBANK. 
0OM8TR17CTIO1V  AMD    MAINTENANCE. 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks  .  $646  16 

Amount    transferred     from     appropriation    for 

Maintenance 15,952  37 

$16,598  63 

EXPENDITUBES  FOR  CONSTRUCTION. 

Oymnasium  Grounds,  Loam,  and  General  Work. 
Men's  gymnasium  grounds : 
Water-posts  .      $219  40 

Loam 15  67 

Engineers  and  expenses  15  75 

$250  82 

Plans  and  Designs, 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses  221  84 


Amount  carried  forward,  $472  66 
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Amount  brought  forward,  ^472  66 

Structures, 
Women's  gymnasium  building,  labor 
and  materials 170  50 

Tt(xmtat4ons. 

Labor 3  00 

$646  16 

SXPEKDITURES   FOR  MAINTENANCE. 

Care  of  Grounds  and  Bmldings, 
Men's  gymnasium  .  $5,304  96 

Grounds  and  walks  .     4,643  91 

Women's  gymnasium  .         .     1,984  88 
Signs  and  notices         .        .  17  75  • 

$11,951  60 

Park  Police. 
Pay  of  Park  Keepers  .         .  $3,990  63 
Police  equipments  and  sup- 
plies        ....  10  24 

4,000  87 


16,952  37 

$16,598  63 


MARINE  PARK. 
COIVSTRUOTIOIV  AIVD   MAINTEIVAIVCE. 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks,     $60,657  01 
Amount    transferred     from     appropriation    for 

Maintenance 12,619  33 

$73,276  34 

EXPENDITURES   FOR   CONSTRUCTION. 

Filling,  Cleai-ing,  Grading,  Loam,  and  General  Work. 
Filling :  amount  paid  under 

contracts.         .        .  $34,549  15 

Grading :  amount  paid  under 

contract  ....  4,824  59 
Loam :  labor  and  materials,  2,038  46 
Engineers  and  expenses  1,689  64 


Amount  carried  fortpard,  $43,101  84 
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Amowahroughi  forward,  $48 

,101  84 

Greneral   work:    labor  und 

materialB 

642  16 

Grading:   labor  and    mate- 

rials        .... 

516  54 

Electric  lights      . 

227  64 

Clearing     grounds :      labor 

and  materials  . 

68  42 

Fence          .... 

89  81 

$44,591  41 

Roadways^  SidetPcUks,  Outters,  and  Drains. 

Roadways :  amonnt  pai^  un- 
der contracts  fbr  broken 
stone  and  paving-blocks  .  $6,918  17 

Roadways:  labor  and  msf- 
terlals      ....     2,002  24 

Drainage:  labor  and  mate- 
rials        ....     1,892  05 

Gutters:  labor  and  mate- 
rials ....        973  83 

Advertising  contracts  .  67  88 


Fountains, 

Labor 

43  50 

Settees. 

Labor 

26  76 

Ftaniaiions. 

Labor 

13  00 

Ptans  and  Designs. 

Landscape  architects  and 

expenses      .          18  12 

CA8TLB    ISLAND. 

Clearing, 

Grading,  Loam,  and  General  Work. 

Clearing  grounds :  labor 

.  $1,725  00 

General  work :  labor  . 

134  64 

Loam:  labor 

109  25 

Electric  Ughts     . 

49  00 

Drainage:  labor. 

8  50 
$2,026  89 

Amounts  carried  forward, 


$2,026  39     $56,541  96 
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AmounU  hr  ought  forward,  ^2,026  39     $56,541  96 

Water  Supply. 
Water-pipes  and  labor         .  .  1,174  11 

Setters  and  Tent. 
Settees         ....      #477  50 
Tent 342  13 

819  63 

Temporary  Buildings* 
Labor  and  materials    ...  94  92 

4,116  06 


$60,657  01 

SXPKNDITUREB   FOR   MAINTENANCE. 

Care  of  Grounds  and  Buildings. 
Labor  and  expenses  .  $6,430  78 

Signs  and  notices        .         .  28  00 

$5,458  78 

Park  Police. 
Pay  of  Park  Keepers  .        .  $7,116  84 
Police  equipments  and  sup- 
plies        ....  43  71 

7,160  55 

12,619  83 


^00T>  ISLAND  PARK. 
OOmSTBUOTION  Al!n>  MAIHTX:NA1¥C£. 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks  .     $10,704  29 
Amount  transferred  from  appropriation  for  Main- 
tenance       1,546  12 


EXPENDITURES  FOR  CONSTRUCTION. 

Grading,  Loam,  and  General  Work. 

Grading :  amount  paid  under 

contract  ....  $4,509  60 

Grading:    labor  and   mate- 
rials ....      1,192  17 

Amount  carried  forward,    $5,701  77 


$73,276  84 


$12,250  41 
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Amovnt  brought  forward ,  $5,701  77 

Engineers  and  expenses      .        775  26 

$6,477  03 

Drainage. 
Amount  paid  under  contract,  $3,045  18 
Labor  and  materials    .  423  75 

3,468  93 

Field  House. 
Sturgis  &  Cabot,  for  plans,      $415  13 
Adyertising  contract  .  75  37 

490  50 

Bathing  House. 
Sturgis  &  Cabot,  for  plans,      $140  00 
Adyertising  contract    .  25  13 

165  13 

Plania4ions. 
Labor  and  expenses     ...  82  39 

Plans  and  Designs. 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses       .  20  31 

$10,704  29 

EXPENDITURES    FOR   MAINTENANCE. 

Care  of  Grounds  and  Buildings. 
Labor  and  expenses    ....      $625  71 

Park  Police. 
Fay  of  Park  Keepers  ...  .        920  41 

1,546  12 


CHARLESTOWN  HEIGHTS. 

C01V8TRUCTI01V  AlfD  HAINTEIVAIVCE. 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks  .     $25,525  19 
Amount  transferred  from  appropriation  for  Main- 
tenance       1,071  58 


$12,250  41 


$26,596  77 
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EXPENDITURES  FOR  CONSTRUCTION. 

Reiaining-ivcUlSj  Chradingy  and  Oeneral  Work, 
Grading:    labor  and  mate- 
rials ....  $2,905  68 
ReUdning-walls :    labor  and 

materials  .  .     2,327  23 

General  work  .        .     1,467  81 

Loam 1,426  40 

Engineers  and  expenses      .      1,125  80 

$9,252  92 

FiantcUioTu. 
Labor 4.197  78 

Shelter  Building. 
Amonnt  paid  under  contract,  $3,800  00 
Walker     &     Kimball,     for 

pUns        .         .         .         .         239  62 
Advertising  contract   .        .        146  25 

4,185  87 

Sidewalks,  Gutters,  and  Drainage. 

Walks:  labor  and  mate- 
rials ....  $3,319  79 

Drainage:  labor  and  mate- 
rials ....         738  56 

Paving         ....  44  33 

4,102  68 

Steps. 
Labor  and  materials    ....     3,719  92 

Water  Supply. 
Water  pipes  and  labor         .         .  .  53  01 

Plans  and  Designs. 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses  13  01 

$26,526  19 

EXPENDITURES   FOR   MAINTENANCE. 

Ca^e  of  Grounds  and  Walks. 
Labor $292  83 


Park  Police. 
Pay  of  Park  Keepers  .  .         .        778  75 


1,071  58 
$26,696  77 
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CHARLBSTOWN  PLAYGROUND. 
conrsTBucTioiv  and  JHAinrrKiv anok. 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks  .      $1,222  88 
Amount  transferred  from  appropriation  for  Main- 
tenance               2,288  78 


EXPENDITURES   FOS  CONSTRUCTION. 

Grading  and  Oeneral  Work, 
Grading:    labor  and  mate- 
rials ....      $946  85 
General  work      ...  47  13 
Engineers  and  expenses  1  21 


$995  19 


Plantations. 
Labor 209  67 

Plans  and  Designs. 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses       .  11  97 

Walks  and  Drainage, 

Walks :  labor 6  00 

$1,222  83 

EXPENDITURES   FOR   MAINTENANCE. 

Care  of  Grounds  and  Buildings. 
Labor  and  expenses      ....      $105  85 
Sewer  assessment         ....     2,132  93 

2,238  78 


DORCHESTER  PARK. 
liAND  ACCOUNT. 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  PubUc  Parks 

Expenditures. 
Amount  paid  for  land 


CONSTRUCTION  AlffD  BIAINTBNANCX:. 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks  .  $16  45 
Amount  transferred  from  appropriation  for  Main- 
tenance        77  50 


$8,461  61 


$3,461  61 


$98  95 
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EXPENDITUKES  FOR  CONSTKUCTIOK. 

Grading  Grounds. 
I^abor $16  45 

BXFENDITUSES   FOB   MAINTENANCE. 

Pa/rh  Police. 

Pa/  of  Park  Keepers 77  50 

$98  95 

FRANKLIN  FIELD.  """" 

I«AIV]>  ACCOUIVT. 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks        .  .      $51,937  04 

Expenditures, 
Amount  paid  for  land $51,987  04 


CONSTRUGTIOIV  Ain>  nfAINTBlVAIVCK. 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks   .    $40,602  41 
Amount  transferred  from  appropriatioji  for  Main- 
tenance        390  25 

$40,992  66 

EXPBNDITUBBS  FOB  GONSTBUOTION. 

Clearing,  Gfrading,  Drainage,  and  GenercU  Work* 
Drainage:  labor  and  mate- 
rials        <  $12,486  50 
Clearing  grounds :  labor  9,754  22 
Grading:  labor  .        .        .     8,428  55 
Drainage :  amount  paid  un- 
der contract     .        .         .     7,333  29 
Engineers  and  expenses  622  43 

$88,624  99 

Pkmtaiions. 
Labor  and  materials    ....     1,964  00 

PUms  and  Designs, 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses      .  13  42 

$40,602  41 

EXPENDrrUBES  FOB  MAINTENANCE. 

Park  Police, 
Pay  of  Park  Keepers 890  25 

$40,992  66 
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DEPARTMENT  EXPENSES. 
Amount  transferred  from  appropriation  for  Maintenance  .         .        #7,944  44 


OSfllERAr^  AGGOUIVT. 

Expenditures, 

Salary  of  Secretary  and  Clerk       ....  $3,000  00 

Clerical  service  at  office 1 ,800  00 

World's  Fair  exhibit 1,209  24 

Printing  annual  report,  etc 891  03 

Telephone  and  messenger  service  and  incidental 

expenses 764  78 

Advertising 99  33 

Plans  and  designs 67  56 

Office  furniture  and  fixtures          ....  64  00 

Stationery 48  50 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  MAINTENANCE. 
Appropriation  for  the  financial  year  1893-4  .         .     $80,000  00 
Amount  transferred  by  City  Auditor     .        .        .       26,431  80 


$7,944  44 


$106,481  80 


Expenditures. 

Parkway $28,688  65 

Franklin  Park 27,711  33 

Charlesbank 15,952  37 

Marine  Park 12,619  33 

Arnold  Arboretum 8,191  45 

Park  Department 7,944  44 

Charlestown  Playground 2,238  78 

Wood  Island  Park 1,546  12 

Charlestown  Heights 1,071  58 

Franklin  Field 890  25 

Dorchester  Park 77  50 

$106,431  80 

INCOME.  =^i^ 
Receipts, 

Received  from  premium  on  loans          .        .        .  $23,620  09 
Received  from  rents  and  sale  of  buildings,  wool, 

sheep,  grass,  and  wood 4,769  96 

$28,890  05 
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Payments. 
Premium  on  loans  paid  into  Public  Park  Sinking- 

Fund $23,620  09 

Income  carried  to  General  City  Income  4,769  96 

$28,390  05 

APPROPRIATION  FOR  PUBLIC  PARKS,   CHARLESTOWN. 
Balance  unexpended  January  31,  1893 $101,66196 

No  payments  were  made  on  this  account  during  the  financial 
year  1893-94. 

APPROPRIATION  FOR  PUBLIC  PARKS. 
Public  Park  Loan,  issued  in  1893-94  .    $1,299,000  00 

Amount  received  from  Water  Board  75,199  70 

Balance  unexpended  January  31,  1893     .  67,313  59 

$1,441,618  29 


Expenditures. 

Back  Bay  Fens $51,085  01 

Riyenray 240,462  23 

LeverettPark 86,175  62 

Jamaica  Park 231,751  28 

Arborway 67,352  90 

Dorchesterway 43,831  76 

Strand  way 222,105  26 

Franklin  Park 240,358  24 

Franklin  Field 92,539  45 

Marine  Park 60,657  01 

Dorchester  Park 31,163  58 

Charlestown  Heights 25,525  19 

Wood  Island  Park 10,704  29 

Arnold  Arboretum 8,363  58 

Charlestown  Playground 1,222  83 

Charlesbank 646  16 

Sundry  surveys 2,919  19 

Betterment  expenses 64  87 

Balance  unexpended  January  31,  1894  24,584  84 


$1,441,518  29 
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II. 

Summary  of  Expenditures  on  Account  of  Land^  Gonstruo^ 
tion^  and  beUermeuta  for  the  Financial  Year  1 893—94. 

I.  AND. 


Main  Park  System : 

Riverway     .        .         .        . 

.     ^25,187  36 

Leverett  Park 

26,231  98 

Jamaica  Park 

.     210,143  17 

Arborway     . 

6,000  00 

Arnold  Arboretum 

776  55 

Franklin  Park 

.        66,226  26 

$334,615  30 

Marine  Park  System : 

Dordiesterway     ....     $24,067  68 
Strandway 222,048  07 

Dorchester  Park 

Franklin  Field 

Sundry  surveys 


Main  Park  System 
Fens    . 
Riverway     . 
Leverett  Park 
Jamaica  Park 
Arborway    . 
Arnold  Arboretum 
Franklin  Park 


246,116  65 

31,147  13 

61,937  04 

2,919  19 


$666,634  31 


CONBTRUCTIOIV. 


$51,085  01 

216,324  88 

.  69,943  64 

21,608  11 

61,352  90 

7,687  03 

174,131  99 


$591,033  56 


Marine  Park  System : 

Dorchesterway    ....  19,764  18 

Strandway 57  19 

Marine  Park        ....  60,657  01 

Charlesbank 

Wood  Island  Park 

AmowUs  ctMrrted  forward, 


80,478  88 

646  16 

10,704  29 


$682,862  39       $666,634  81 
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Avtounif  brought  forward,  $682,862  39      $666,684  31 

GSurlestown  Heights 25,525  19 

Cbarlestown  Playground 1,222  83 

Dorchester  Park 16  45 

Franklin  Field 40,602  41 

750,229  27 

BfiTTKRMBIEVTS. 

Jamaica  Park $59  68 

Strandway 5  19 

64  87 


$1,416,928  45 

m.  — — 

Summary  of  Expenditures  on  Account  ofJPark  Construction 
from  the  organization  of  the  Board  October  <9,  1875^  to 
January  31y  1894. 

MAIN   PARK  SYSTEM. 

BACK  BAT  FENS. 

FUling $576,324  65 

£zcayatiDg,  grading,  loam,  and  general  work,  529,984  98 

Boadways,  sidewalks,  gutters,  and  drainage  339,836  20 

Retaining-walLs,  curb,  and  fence      .  118,177  77 

BoyUton  bridge 92,01143 

Plantations 66,941  66 

Charlesgate  bridge 56,675  79 

Agassiz  bridge 52,013  50 

Stony-brook  bridge 40,007  11 

Railroad  bridge 39,995  04 

Fen  bridge 27,619  81 

Plans  and  designs 27,118  41 

Office  and  general  ezpensen      .         .  14,114  92 

Machinery,  tools,  etc 18,797  11 

Com monwealth-avenue  mounds'                        .  7,641  17 

Surveying 5,472  16 

Stony-brook  channel  and  Gate-house       .        .  1,976  28 

Water  supply,  settees,  and  live-stock       .        .  1,178  95 

$2,010,886  94 

Anumni  carried  forward,  $2,010,886  94 
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AmouiU  brought  forward,  $2,010,886  94 

RIVERWAY. 

Ezcavatingi  grading,  loam,  and  general  work,  $155,871  60 

FilUng 87,443  96 

Roadways,  sidewalks,  gutters,  and  drainage  52,604  92 

Audubon  bridge 35,426  90 

Administration  building 25,733  40 

Footbridges  and  culvcrU          ....  18,876  12 

Tremontrstreet  bridge 13,050  37 

Brookline-avenue  bridge           ....  8,936  82 

Bellerue-street  bridge 8,094  11 

Betaining-wall 4,830  57 

Bridle-path  bridge 3,734  14 

Surreys,  plans,  and  designs      ....  8,535  32 

Water  supply 1,384  49 

Plantations 1,000  00 

Drainage 276  12 

Gate-house 58  30 


LEVERETT   PARK. 

Excavating,  grading,  loam,  and  general  work,  $134,381  26 

Roadways,  sidewalks,  gutters,  and  drainage    .  14,609  09 

Footbridges  and  culverts          ....  6,300  59 

Plantations 8,617  42 

Plans  and  designs 3,516  98 


JAMAICA   PARK. 

Clearing  and  grading  grounds,  loam,  and  gen- 
eral work       $20,159  63 

Surveys,  plans,  and  designs     ....  2,186  54 

Water  supply 480  98 

Plantations 32  00 

Roadways,  sidewalks,  gutters,  and  drainage  10  90 


ARBORWAY. 

Clearing  and  grading  grounds,  loam,  and  gen- 
eral work $33,828  96 

Roadways,  sidewalks,  gutters,  and  drainage     .  20,325  43 


415,367  14 


162,425  34 


22,869  96 


Amounts  carried  forward,  $54,154  39  $2,611,539  37 
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61,831  11 


Am^m^brovghi  forward,  «54,154  39   $2,611,639  87 

Stony-brook  bridge 4»432  93 

Water  enpply ^713  45 

Culverto 1»^71  81 

Plans  and  designs 68  63 

ABNOLD   AKBORETUM. 

Roadways,  sidewalks,  gutters,  and  drainage     .       $219,483  29 

Plans  and  designs 1,322  80 

PUntations .  713  41 

Settees 129  64 

Surreying l(^  OQ 

221,749  14 


FBANKLIN    PARK. 

Roadways,  sidewalks,  and  gutters    .         .        .  $610,885  97 
Clearing  and  grading  grounds,  drainage,  anl 

general  work 405,043  85 

Plantations 78,261  88 

Shelter  and  Overlook 60,139  79 

Scarboro' Pond 40,441  83 

Park  wall  and  gateways   ....  30,672  86 

Arbor,  Schoolmaster's  hill                 ...  28,167  29 

Plans  and  designs 23,968  01 

Scarboro'  Pond  bridges 23,026  10 

Structures 18,147  92 

Ellicottarch 16,732  21 

BlUcottdale       ...                  ...  12,642  94 

Machinery,  tools,  ete 11,146  38 

Playstead  and  flagstaflf 10,899  76 

Water  supply,  fountains,  and  settees  8,628  97 

ElUcott  cottage 6,692  70 

Seaver-street  improvement       ....  4,637  88 

Terrace  wall 3,956  05 

Concourse,  Scarboro'  hill                  .  3,669  80 

Culverts 3>076  09 

Carriage  shelter 2,576  07 

Refectory  building 133  88 


1,402,836  28 


Amauni  carried  forward ^ 


$4,297,956  85 
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Amount  brought  fortoard,  $4,297,955  85 

MARINE  PARK  STSTEM. 

DOBCHE8TERWAT. 

FiUlng f8,997  99 

Orading,  loam,  and  general'work     .  5,290  79 

Roadways,  sidewalks,  gutters,  and  drainage    .  8,423  71 

Plans  and  designs 1,311  79 

Culverts 663  00 

Plantations 86  90 

19,764  18 

8TIU.NDWAY. 

Grading  and  general  work        ....  $29  25 

Plans  and  designs 27  94 

67  19 

MARINE   PASK. 

Filling,  grading,  loam,  and  general  work  $440,294  90 

Iron  pier  and  rail 176,571  99 

Pierhead 67,232  97 

Structures,  temporary  pier,  and  gas-lights  42,564  35 

Roadways,  sidewalks,  gutters,  and  drainage  16,171  35 

Bulkhead 4,996  00 

Plans  and  designs 3,670  97 

Settees,  electric  lights,  and  fence             .         .  1,042  88 

Water  supply 43  50 

Plantations 13  00 

761,601  91 

CASTLE   ISLAND. 

Temporary  buildings  and  structures  $24,736  16 

Clearing  and  grading  grounds  .                 .         .  3,215  71 

Plantations 1,407  65 

Water  supply 1,174  11 

Settees  and  tent 819  G3 

Plans  and  designs 52  92 

31,406  18 

CHARLESBANK. 

Sea-wall  and  filling $176,353  90 

Gymnasium  grounds,  filling,  loam,  and  general 

work 51,723  26 

Amounts  carried  forward,  $228,077  16    $5,100,786  31 
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Amounis  brought  forwtirdy 

Plantations       .    ' 

Walks  and  drainage 

Men*8  gymnasium  building       .... 
Women's  gymnasium  building  and  children's 

shelter   .        .        .        - 

Iron  rail,  fence,  and  gas-lights 

Plans  and  designs 

Water  supply 

Machinery,  tools,  etc 


#228,077  16   $5,100,786  31 
11,720  50 
11,054  66 
9,915  18 


9,034  29 
8,367  29 
2,000  18 

589  98 
56  00 

280,815  24 


WOOD   ISLAND   PARK. 

Grading,  loam,  and  general  work  $55,801  11 

Neptune  bridge 32,320  63 

PUUng i         .  29,852  82 

Plantations 5,148  95 

Drainage           .......  3,468  93 

Plans  and  designs 1 7^36  53 

Field  house 490  50 

Culverts 425  00 

BaUiing-house  ....*••  165  13 


CIIARLBSTOWN  HEIGHTS. 

Grading,  loam,  and  general  M'ork  $25,167  32 

Betaining-wall 

Sidewalks,  gutters,  and  drainage 

Plantations 

Shelter  building 


Steps 

Plans  and  designs 

Water  supply  . 


13,769  05 
7,430  54 
5,621  02 
4,185  87 
3,719  92 
1,330  59 
53  01 


CHARLESTOWN  PLAYGROUND. 


Grading,  loam,  and  general  work 
Plantations        .... 
Plans  and  designs 
Walk  and  drainage  . 


$3,637  78 

304  11 

126  56 

6  00 


129,159  60 


61,277  82 


4,074  45 


AmoumU  carried  fomtard 


$5,576,111  92 
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Amount  hro ught  forward^  $5,676,111  92 

DORCHESTER  PARK. 
Clearing  and  grading  grounds 1,301  05 

FRANKLIN  FIELD. 

Drainage $24,867  50 

Clearing  and  grading  grounds  ....  18,847  31 

Plantations 1,964  00 

Plans  and  designs 99  96 

46,778  77 

SUNDRY  ACCOUNTS. 

General  account $73,987  50 

Park  Nurserj 29,947  07 

103,934  67 


$5,727,126  81 


IV. 

Summary  of  Expenditures  on  Account  of  Public  Park 
Land^  Oonstruciion^  and  Betterments  from  the  Organiza- 
tion of  the  Boards  October*  5,  1875y  to  January  31  ^ 
1894. 

Main  Park  System : 

Fens $580,764  49      . 

Riverway      ....  368,246  11 

Levorett  Park                 .  149,650  22 

Jamaica  Park         .  351,442  61 

Arborway      ....  38,461  07 

Arnold  Arboretum                  .  73,777  23 

Franklin  Park       .  1,640,522  89 


$3,102,864  62 


Marine  Park  System : 
Dorchesterway 
Strandway     . 
Marine  Park 


$57,763  63 
353,045  22 
232,972  57 


643,781  42 


Amount  carried  for  ward  ^ 


$3,746,646  04 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $3  J46,646  04 

Charlesbank 873,916  99 

Wood  Island  Park 132,800  00 

Charlestown  Heights 50,538  02 

Charlestown  Flaygroand 47,893  02 

Dorchester  Park 81,301  13 

Franklin  Field 56,420  27 

Sandry  surveys 2,919  19 


$4,442,484  66 


Hun  Park  System 
Fens 

Riyerway 
Leyerett  Park 
Jamaica  Park 
Arbonray 
Arnold  Arboretum 
Franklin  Park 

Marine  Park  System : 
Dorchesterway 
Strandway     . 
Marine  Park 
Castle  Island 


CON8TRUCTIOIV. 


$2,010,886  94 

415,357  14 

162,425  34 

22,869  95 

61,831  11 

221,749  14 

1,402,836  23 


Charlesbank 
Wood  Island  Park    . 
Charlestown  Heights 
Charlestown  Playground  . 
Dorchester  Park 
Franklin  Field 
General  Account 
Park  Nursery  . 


$4,297,955  85 


$19,764  18 

57  19 

751,601  91 

31,406  18 


802,829  46 

280,815  24 

129,159  60 

61,277  32 

4,074  45 

1,301  05 

45,778  77 

73,987  50 

29,947  07 


BETTBRMESTS. 


Betterment  expenses 


5,727,126  81 


11,669  89 


$10,181,230  86 
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PARK    BBTTSSBJHS^ITS    COI<I«ECTE1»    BT    CFTT    COUliBCTOB, 
TO    FKBB1TABT    1,    1.894. 


AaaeMm'tfl 
committed 
to  Collector. 

Abated. 

Net 
Aaseesm'tfl. 

Collected. 

Outstand'g 

February 

1,1804. 

Public  Park,  Back  Bay  .  . 
Marine  Park,  OUy  Point  .  . 

Franklin  Park 

Parkway,  Old  Harbor   .  .  . 
Parkway,  Muddy  River    .  . 

8    8    §    3    1 
8    8    8    8    8 

$143,126  73 

12,616  80 

122,000  66 

38,042  30 

6,348  00 

$291,473  27 
10,926  20 
13,028  34 
22,746  70 
102.623  00 

$290,404  27 

10,926  20 

13,028  34 

7,250  70 

17,620  00 

$1,069  00 

15,496  00 
85,003  00 

Totals 

$762,933  00 

$322,135  49 

$440,797  51 

$380,229  51 

$101,568  00 

Park  Construction. 
The  following  is   a  summary  of  the  work  done  on  the 
public  parks  during  the  year,  a  more  detailed  description  of 
which  will  be  found  in  the  City  Engineer'tJ  report  in  the 
Appendix : 

The  Fens. 

The  Fenway  drive  was  completed  and  opened  early  in  the 
season ;  the  office  building  and  yard  were  removed  from 
Westland  entrance,  which  was  graded  and  planted.  Con- 
siderable work  was  also  done  towards  the  completion  of 
Tremont  entrance,  the  road  on  the  west  side  of  which  was 
finished  and  opened  to  travel.  The  stone-crusher  has  been 
kept  in  operation  this  winter  in  preparing  stone  for  use  on 
the  drives  yet  to  be  surfaced  at  this  entrance,  and  on 
Audubon  road,  from  Brookline  avenue  to  Beacon  street. 
Enough  stone  will  be  prepared  by  spring  when  the  crusher 
can  be  removed,  and  the  Tremont  entrance  finished.  This 
entrance,  with  a  short  section  of  shore  path  between  it  and 
Fen  bridge,  is  all  that  remains  to  be  done  on  the  Fens  so 
far  as  it  is  the  intention  to  finish  it  at  present. 
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The  Boston  Electric  Light  Company  is  laying  the  under- 
ground cable  and  erecting  the  posts  for  forty-five  arc  lights, 
which  will  be  installed  early  in  the  spring,  thereby  making 
it  possible  for  the  Department  to  keep  the  Fens  open  at 
night. 

Four  houses  are  already  built  on  the  Fenway,  and  it  is 
expected  that  more  will  be  erected  this  season.  The 
completion  and  lighting  of  the  Fens  will  invite  the  early 
occupation  of  its  frontage  for  handsome  residences,  and 
hasten  the  development  of  the  adjoining  marsh  lands  which 
are  now  being  filled,  and  on  which  streets  will  soon  be  laid 
out.  The  necessity  of  providing  transit  facilities  for  this 
territory,  by  some  route  through  the  Fens,  has  received  the 
attention  of  the  Board,  and  plans  have  been  made  to  pro- 
vide a  separate  way  for  the  electric  cars  to  pass  north  of 
Boylston  road  and  under  Charlesgate  West.  This  scheme 
will  leave  the  driveways  free  from  danger,  carriages  not 
being  obliged  to  cross  the  tracks  of  the  electric  cars  at 
grade.  The  Board  feels  that  the  safety  and  convenience 
obtained  thereby  will  justify  the  added  expense,  which  will 
not  be  large. 

The  Riverway. 

Work  has  been  pushed  on  this  section  of  the  Parkway 
with  the  result  that  the  driveway  has  been  opened  from 
Brookline  avenue  to  Tremont  street.  This  was  done  with 
the  aid  of  a  considerable  force  from  the  Street  Department, 
which  at  the  instance  of  the  Mayor  was  kindly  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Board  by  the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 
Although  opened  very  late  in  the  season,  the  use  already 
made  of  this  driveway  shows  the  appreciation  in  which  it  is 
held  by  the  citizens  generally,  and  the  completion  of  the 
plantations,  walks,  and  bridges  will  render  it  far  more 
attractive. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


36 

Ornamental  stone  bridges  to  carry  Brookline  avenue  and 
Bellevue  street  over  the  river,  and  Tremont  street  over  the 
outlet  of  Leverett  pond,  were  constructed  jointly  with  the 
town  of  Brookline.  Similar  bridges,  spanning  the  ride  and 
river,  to  carry  the  crosswalk  from  near  Berner  street  to 
the  Brookline  side,  near  the  relocated  Longwood  station, 
were  built  also  in  conjunction  with  Brookline.  This  walk 
will  be  earned  by  a  bridge  over  the  railroad  to  Chapel 
street,  which  has  been  completed  from  Colchester  street  to 
Longwood  avenue.  A  stone  bridge  to  carry  the  ride  over 
the  river  to  Audubon  road,  with  arches  over  the  paths  on 
both  sides  of  the  river,  and  a  footway  under  the  bridge  to 
connect  these  paths,  is  now  in  process  of  construction  and 
will  be  finished  early  in  the  summer.  An  iron  deck  bridge, 
with  granite  abutments,  to  carry  Audubon  road  over  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  is  practically  completed,  and  a 
contract  for  filling  the  extension  of  Audubon  road  to 
Beacon  street  has  been  let,  which  work  is  making  rapid 
progress.  The  surfacing  of  this  road  from  Brookline 
avenue  to  its  terminus  at  Beacon  street  is  all  that  is 
required  to  complete  the  driveways  in  the  Riverway. 

The  Administration  building,  adjoining  the  railroad  at 
Audubon  bridge,  and  built  under  contract  from  designs  by 
Shepley,  Rutan,  &  Coolidge,  was  finished  early  in  the  season 
and  occupied  by  the  department,  thus  making  it  possible  to 
abandon  the  temporary  quarters  at  Westland  Entrance. 
A  considerable  amount  of  grading  yet  remains  unfinished 
about  this  building  and  adjoining  the  Bridle  Path  bridge. 

Besides  the  surfacing  of  the  drivewaj^  and  the  work  above . 
referred  to,  nearly  60,000  cubic  yards  of  gravel  were  de- 
livered and  placed  at  finished  grades,  and  about  25,000  cubic 
yards  of  loam  were  transported  from  Ashland  by  the  Boston 
&  Albany  Railroad  under  contract.     The  loam  has   been 
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distributed  on  the  areas  to  be  planted  by  Moulton  &  O'Ma- 
honey  in  connection  with  their  conti^act  for  grading  at 
Leverett  park,  the  surplus  material  from  the  latter  being 
used  in  filling  and  grading  the  Eiverway.  The  ride  has  been 
suifaced  with  screened  gravel  throughout  its  length,  and  the 
plantations  have  been  prepared  for  the  planting  which  will  be 
done  in  the  spring.  Walls  were  built  to  retain  the  banks 
where  cutting  down  was  required  and  where  agreements  had 
been  made  with  the  owners  of  the  adjoining  estates.  The 
surfacing  of  the  walks  and  the  raising  of  the  water  in  the 
river,  which  latter  can  be  done  when  the  Bridle  Path  bridge 
is  completed,  will  make  the  Biverway  an  attractive  resort 
the  coming  summer.  The  only  remaining  work  not  pro- 
vided for  is  the  Longwood  bridge,  preliminary  plans  for 
which  have  been  prepared  by  Shepley,  Rutan,  &  Coolidge. 
The  building  of  this  bridge  will  require  concurrent  action 
by  the  town  and  city,  and  the  unsafe  condition  of  the 
present  unsightly  structure  will  no  doubt  hasten  its  early 
construction.  It  will,  when  completed,  be  one  of  the  finest 
bridges  in  the  Park  system. 

Leverett  Park. 
This  section  of  the  Parkway,  lying  between  Tremont  and 
Perkins  streets,  comprises  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Boston  and 
fifteen  acres  in  Brookline,  and  contains  Leverett  pond,  of 
twelve  acres ;  Ward's  pond,  of  2^j^  acres ;  Willow  pond ;  and  a 
number  of  smaller  ponds  or  pools,  most  of  the  latter  being 
provided  for  the  proposed  Natural  History  Garden  which  it 
is  expected  that  the  Boston  Society  of  Natural  History  will 
sometime  establish  here.  The  land  is  diversified  with 
woods  and  a  considerable  stretch  of  greensward,  and  being 
park-like  in  character,  and  of  sufficient  area,  it  has  been 
named  Leverett  Park,  which  name  had  already  been  applied 
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to  the  largest  sheet  of  water  within  its  limits,  having  been 
associated  with  this  territory  in  the  early  years  of  the  settle- 
ment of  Boston. 

The  work  of  grading  the  drives,  walk,  and  ride,  and  exca- 
vating the  ponds,  which  occupied  all  of  last  season,  has  made 
substantial  progress,  and  the  drive  has  been  ballasted  and 
covered  with  crushed  stone  for  about  one-third  of  its  length. 
The  work  of  removing  the  ledge  which  obstructs  the  drive, 
about  midway  of  the  park,  has  begun  and  will  be  con- 
tinued through  the  winter  to  supply  the  stone  needed  for 
the  completion  of  the  roads  and  walks.  It  is  expected  that 
this  park  will  be  completed  during  the  coming  year,  the 
work  on  the  Brookline  part  being  already  substantially  com- 
plete. 

Jamaica  Park. 

The  grading  of  the  drive,  ride,  and  walk  along  the 
easterly  border  of  the  park  and  the  re-forming  of  the  shore  of 
the  pond  to  make  room  for  these  constructions,  have  pro- 
gressed rapidly  during  the  year,  and  will  be  finished  early 
in  the  season.  It  has  been  decided  to  excavate  the  shore  of 
the  pond  on  the  site  of  the  ice-houses,  near  Pond  street,  to 
secure  material  for  filling  the  Arborway,  and  to  extend  the 
water-surface  already  somewhat  contracted  by  the  filling  along 
the  Pond-street  line.  No  determination  has  been  reached 
concerning  the  bathing  arrangements  at  this  place  which 
were  shown  on  the  Landscape  Architect's  plan  of  the  park 
published  in  the  last  annual  report.  Considerable  opposi-^ 
tion  to  this  feature  of  the  plan  has  been  aroused,  and  the 
matter  will  be  heard  on  petition  at  an  early  day.  Plans  for 
a  boating  and  skating  pavilion  at  the  entrance  to  the  pond 
from  Pond  street  are  being  prepared  by  the  City  Architect, 
and  it  is  expected  that  the  building  will  be  ready  for  use 
before  the  next  skating  season.     The   removal  of  the  ice- 
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houses  and  other  buildings  from  this  section  of  the  park  has 
added  very  much  to  the  attractiveness  of  the  pond,  and 
already  shows  the  possibilities  of  future  development,  which 
will  make  the  park  a  unique  feature  in  a  series  of  unrivalled 
pleasure-grounds.  The  surfacing  of  the  above-mentioned 
drive,  ride,  and  walk  will  be  completed  this  year. 

Arborway. 

The  grading  of  the  Arborway  between  Pond  and  Centre 
streets  with  the  surplus  material  from  Jamaica  park  is  nearly 
completed,  and  the  ballasting  of  the  main  driveway  is  being 
done  as  the  weather  permits.  A  conduit  to  take  the  waters 
of  a  small  affluent  of  Stony  brook,  which  formerly  ran 
through  the  meadow,  has  been  built  to  the  Arboretum,  where 
the  water  emerges  in  an  open  brook,  with  ponded  areas, 
from  which  it  will  be  carried  under  the  Parkway  farther 
along  by  a  culvert  which  is  now  being  constructed.  The 
grading  of  the  Parkway  and  traffic  road  along  the  easterly 
side  of  the  Arboretum  has  also  made  considerable  progress, 
and  will  be  finished  early  in  the  season.  It  is  not  intended 
to  Burfia^e  this  section  of  the  Arborway  at  present,  as  the  ad* 
joining  drive  of  the  Arboretum  furnishes  a  reasonably  direct 
route  through  to  South  street. 

The  completion  of  that  part  of  the  Arborway  between 
South  and  Washington  streets  must  be  deferred  until  the 
raising  of  the  tracks  of  the  New  York,  Now  Haven,  &  Hart- 
ford Railroad,  which  are  to  be  carried  over  this  section  by 
triple  stone  arches.  A  temporary  wooden  bridge  has  been 
built  over  Stony  brook,  the  grading  of  the  section  between 
Washington  and  Forest  Hills  streets  is  nearly  completed, 
and  the  ballasting  of  the  centre  driveway  is  partly^nished. 
This  portion  of  the  Arborway,  and  th%t  between  Pond  and 
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Centre  streets,  will  be  completed  and  opened  to  travel  dur- 
ing the  ensuing  year. 

Arnold  Arboretum. 
Some  finishing  work  has  been  done  at  the  top  of  Bussey 
hill.  The  excavation  of  new  channels  for  the  brook  at  the 
foot  of  the  hill  and  through  the  meadow  near  the  Centre- 
street  entrance,  and  the  grading  of  the  adjoining  slopes, 
have  been  completed.  The  building  of  walls  and  gateways 
at  the  Forest  Hills  and  Walter  street  entrances,  additional 
paths  to  afford  more  direct  access  to  the  top  of  Bussey  hill, 
and  shorter  routes  through  certain  parts  of  the  Arboretum, 
will  be  completed  as  the  exigencies  of  the  work  on  other 
portions  of  the  park  system  will  permit  of  their  being  under- 
taken. 

Franklin  Park. 

Scarboro*  pond,  seven  acres  in  area,  has  been  completed 
and  will  be  filled  in  the  spring  to  its  sununer  level,  which 
will  give  a  depth  of  eight  feet.  The  natural  supply  of 
water  will  be  supplemented  by  the  water  of  Jamaica  pond, 
forced  through  pipes  from  the  Pumping-station  to  a  reservoir 
to  be  built  on  some  elevated  ground  in  the  park.  These 
pipes  are  being  laid  by  the  Water  Department,  and  by  the 
use  of  stiand-pipes  at  convenient  distances  will  also  supply 
water  for  road-sprinkling.  Scarboro*  pond  will  add  very 
materially  to  the  attractiveness  of  this  part  of  Franklini 
park. 

In  winter  the  water  level  will  be  lowered  to  a  depth  of 
four  feet  to  make  it  safe  for  skating,  and  with  the  flooded 
area  of  Nazingdale  will  furnish  good  opportunities  for  this 
recreation.  Plans  for  a  boating  and  skating  house,  estimated 
to  cost  $15,000,  have  been  prepared  by  the  City  Architect, 
but  have  not  yet  been   adopted    by  the    Board.      Some 
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provision  for  these  purposes  ought  to  be  made,  the  question 
reserved  for  discussion  being  the  extent  to  which  they  should 
be  provided  for. 

Two  bridges  spanning  the  pond  have  been  built,  one  to 
carry  the  footpath  across  the  northerly  end,  the  other  for 
the  Circuit  drive.  They  are  substantial  stone  arches,  de- 
signed by  Shepley,  Rutan,  &  Coolidge  in  conference  with 
the  Landscape  Architects. 

The  completion  of  Scarboro'  bridge  and  the  Circuit  drive 
enabled  the  Board  to  throw  open  to  use  last  fall  more  than 
a  mile  of  additional  driveway  through  a  section  of  the  park 
which  until  then  had  been  closed  to  carriages.  This  allows 
visitors  to  drive  through  the  park  without  returning  at  least 
a  part  of  the  way  over  the  same  route  as  heretofore,  and 
affords  new  and  extensive  views  of  the  park  scenery  which 
were  not  before  available. 

Entrances  to  the  Circuit  drive  have  been  made  from 
Morton  and  Canterbury  streets,  and  plans  are  being  pre- 
pared for  the  Forest  Hills  entrance,  which  will  connect  this 
drive  with  the  Arborway.  These  plans  include  a  stone  arch 
for  a  traffic  road,  at  a  lower  level,  to  connect  Forest  Hills 
with  Morton  street  at  the  main  entrance  of  Forest  Hills 
cemetery,  furnishing  access  to  the  latter  without  the  ne- 
cessity of  crossing  the  Parkway  at  grade.  This  road  will 
also  afford  a  convenient  route  for  electric  cars  to  approach 
the  park  and  cemetery.  It  is  believed  that  the  avoidance 
of  a  grade  crossing  of  the  electric  cars  and  the  immunity 
from  delays  by  more  or  less  frequent  funeral  processions 
will  justify  the  added  expense  of  this  arrangement. 

More  than  six  miles  of  driveway  and  eight  miles  of  walks 
have  now  been  completed  in  Franklin  park,  and  with  the 
construction  of  Jamaicaway  and  Arborway  through  Leverett 
park,  Jamaica  park,  and  th^  Arboretum  during  the  present 
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season,  the  number  of  visitors  in  carriages  to  Franklin  park 
will  greatly  increase. 

Ellicott  HoUse,  intended  mainly  for  the  accommodation  of 
those  who  will  use  the  tennis  courts  and  playgrounds  of 
Ellicottdale,  is  being  built  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  Cir- 
cuit drive  just  outside  of  the  grounds,  access  to  it  being  pro- 
vided through  the  arch  under  the  drive.  It  was  designed  by 
Eotch  &  Tilden,  and  will  contain  toilet,  bath,  dressing,  and 
check  rooms.     It  was  expected  to  open  this  field  and  house  y 

for  tennis  players  and  others  this  season,  but  the  insufficiency  > 

of  the  appropriation  for  maintenance  of  the  parks  will  render 
such  action  problematical. 

The   Shelter  and  the  arbor  and  bowers  for  picnic   par-  ^ 

ties  on  Schoolmaster  hill  have  been  practically  completed, 
although  until  the  Cottage  is  built  they  can  hardly  be  ex- 
pected to  come  into  popular  use.     A  bronze  tablet  commem-  -^ 
orative  of  the  fact  that  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  once  lived  in            q 
a  house  on  the  easterly  slope  of  the  hill,  near  which  he             ' 
taught  school   for  a  time,  and  which  has  given  the  hill  its 
name,  will  soon  be  placed  in  position  on  a  boulder  at  the 
easterly  end  of  the  arbor. 

The  completion  of  the  Circuit  drive  necessitated  the 
removal  of  the  old  propagating  house  and  the  building  of 
a  new  one.  This  has  been  placed  in  the  south-easterly 
comer  of  the  park  where  the  Nursery  will  be  located,  and 
the  clearing  of  the  grounds  from  boulders  is  now  being 
done. 

The  improvenient  of  the  border  of  the  park  along  Seaver 
street,  following  the  taking  of  the  necessary  land,  received 
the  attention  of  the  Board  early  in  the  season,  and  consider- 
able work  was  done  by  the  park  force  during  the  summer 
between  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Maple  street.  The  buildings 
on  the  land  taken  were  removed,  and  a  contract  was  let  for 
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the  grading  of  the  remaining  part  of  the  work  which  is  now 

in  progress. 

Franklin  Fidd. 

A  ditch  to  intercept  the  brooks  and  surface-waters  which 
formerly  flowed  into  the  meadow  has  been  constructed  on 
two  sides  of  the  field/  The  brick  drain  through  Lyons 
street  and  Chapman  avenue,  designed  to  take  the  ordinary 
flow  of  these  waters  and  afford  means  to  drain  the  low 
ground,  was  finished  early  in  the  season,  and  about  eleven 
miles  of  pipe  and  tile  drains  have  been  laid.  The  old 
ditches  have  been  filled  up,  and  the  surface  of  the  meadow 
has  been  cleared  and  ploughed,  and  will  be  cultivated  during 
the  summer  to  prepare  it  for  seeding  to  grass  in  the  fall. 

The  Boston  Cricket  Club  was  permitted  to  use  a  part  of 
the  upland  for  a  crea^^e,  and  practice  and  match  games  were 
regularly  played  during  the  season. 

Dorchester  Park. 

A  topographical  map  of  this  park  is  being  made  to  give 
the  Landscape  Architects  the  necessary  data  for  the  prepara- 
tion of  a  plan  for  laying  it  out. 

Dorchesterway  and  Strandway. 
The  work  of  grading  and  filling  Dorchesterway  between 
Kve  Comers  and  the  Old  Colony  Railroad,  under  contracts 
made  early  last  season,  has  been  nearly  finished.  The 
filling  of  the  section  near  the  railroad  will  be  carried  only  to 
the  grade  of  Mt.  Vernon  street  at  present,  as  the  question  of 
the  separation  of  the  grades  at  this  crossing  has  not  been 
determined,  the  railroad  company  contesting  the  right  of 
the  city  to  maintain  the  present  grade  crossing.  Until  the 
Strand  way  is  built  the  matter  is  not  of  much  importance  to 
this  Department* 
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The  surfacing  of  a  part  of  Dorchesterway,  near  Five 
ComerSy  to  provide  an  outlet  for  Pond  street,  which  was 
under  way  at  the  beginning  of  winter,  will  be  completed  this 
year,  together  with  some  work  of  the  same  kind  at  Button- 
wood  street.  The  rest  of  the  work  will  be  postponed  until 
a  further  appropriation  for  construction  is  available. 

No  work  has  been  done  on  the  Strandway,  the  funds  at 
the  disposition  of  the  Board  not  being  sufficient  to  warrant 
its  undertaking  a  work  of  such  magnitude.  The  Board  re- 
grets the  delay  in  beginning  the  work,  as  its  construction  will 
necessitate  large  contracts  for  dredging  and  filling,  requiring 
considerable  time  for  their  execution. 

The  Board  again  calls  attention  to  the  proposition  sub- 
mitted in  its  last  annual  report  for  an  independent  approach 
to  the  Strandway  across  the  South  Bay,  for  which  about 
seven-tenths  of  the  land  required  has  been  offered  free  of 
cost  to  the  city.  The  balance  of  the  land  required  is  esti- 
mated to  cost  about  fifty  thousand  dollars.  The  advantages 
of  such  a  parkway  would  be  in  its  fiirnishing  a  shorter  and 
more  agreeable  route  from  the  centre  of  the  city  to  the  water- 
side than  now  exists,  and  in  developing  the  waste  lands, 
through  which  it  would  run,  for  a  better  class  of  buildings 
than  would  otherwise  be  erected,  thereby  enhancing  the  tax- 
able values  of  a  very  large  territory.  Unfortunately  the 
condition  of  the  finances  of  the  Department  will  not  justify 
the  taking  of  this  property,  although  the  offer  is  tempting. 
Should  the  City  Government  furnish  an  appropriation  for  its 
construction  the  Board  would  gladly  lay  out  the  proposed 
parkway. 

Marine  Park. 
The  filling  and  grading  of  the  section  of  the  park  north  of 
Broadway,   which  is    designed    for    the    purposes    of   an 
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aquarium,  has  been  completed.  It  contains  three  salt-water 
ponds  of  varying  areas  and  depths,  with  walks  and  sloping 
banks.  The  latter  will  be  covered  with  loam  and  planted 
with  trees  and  shrubbery. 

The  shore  south  of  Broadway  has  been  graded,  the  land- 
ward end  of  the  temporary  pier  is  being  removed,  and  the 
drive  from  Broadway  to  Sixth  street  is  nearly  finished. 

A  statue  of  Admiral  Farragut  was  erected  by  the  City 
Grovemment  at  the  junction  of  the  Broadway  entrance  and 
the  shore  drive. 

^  A  plank-walk  was  built  from  Broadway  to  the  temporary 
bridge  to  Castle  island,  the  electric  lights  were  relocated  along 
the  walk,  and  a  water-pipe  was  laid  to  the  island,  to  furnish 
water  for  two  drinking-fountains.  All  the  wooden  buildings 
were  removed  from  the  island,  and  the  grounds  cleared. 

Many  thousand  persons  visit  the  island  in  summer,  and 
adequate  permanent  provisions  for  their  convenience  and 
entertainment  should  be  provided.  In  the  absence  of  such 
facilities,  permits  to  erect  booths  for  the  sale  of  refreshments 
were  granted  to  a  number  of  people  who  made  application 
therefor,  but  the  result  was  far  from  satisfactory,  and  the 
Board  is  considering  the  question  of  restricting  the  granting 
of  permits  next  season. 

Wood  Island  Park. 

The  work  of  grading  the  upland  under  contract  is  now  in 
progress.  This  will  allow  of  a  driveway  being  built  from 
Neptune  road  to  the  proposed  concourse  on  the  top  of  West 
Wood  island. 

The  large  playground  has  been  drained,  the  Field  House 
is  being  erected  between  it  and  the  men's  gymnastic  ground, 
and  arrangements  have  been  made  with  Dr.  D.  A.  Sargent 
for  supplying  the  latter  with  the  necessary  apparatus. 
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The  Field  House,  now  being  constructed,  will  be  130x25 
feet,  with  awide  piazza  on  the  easterly  side,  and  a  bridge  to 
connect  it  with  the  gymnastic  ground.  It  will  be  fitted  up  with 
a  large  locker-room,  and  toilet,  bath,  and  dressing  rooms. 
A  section  of  the  bath-house  for  women  and  girls,  on  the 
southeriy  shore,  is  also  being  built.  Both  of  these  structures 
are  from  plans  by  Sturgis  &  Cabot,  and  they  will  be  com- 
pleted early  in  the  season.  The  Board  regrets  that  its 
appropriation  for  maintenance  is  not  sufficient  to  permit  of 
these  buildings  being  opened  this  summer. 

Oharleabarik. 
The  inconvenience  and  unsuitableness  of  the  buildings  at 
the  men's  and  women's  gymnasiums,  for  the  purposes  in- 
tended, have  been  so  evident  that  the  Board  has  had  plans 
drawn  for  enlarging  and  properly  equipping  them  with  the 
necessary  facilities  for  the  convenience  of  the  large  number 
of  persons  using  these  grounds.  These  improvements  ought 
to  be  made  in  the  fall  and  winter,  to  obviate  the  closing  of 
the  gymnasiums  in  the  summer.  A  detailed  report  of  the 
attendance  showing  the  extent  to  which  the  grounds  are  used 
will  be  found  in  the  reports  of  the  City  Engineer  and  the 
Committee  of  the  Massachusetts  Emergency  and  Hygiene 
Association,  in.  the  Appendix. 

Charlestown  Heights. 

The  grading  and  other  work  required  to  prepare  this 
ground  for  use  the  coming  summer  have  been  completed, 
and  a  building  for  public  accommodation  is  now  being 
erected  from  plans  by  Walker  &  Kimball.  The  contract  for 
the  building  includes  also  the  retaining-walls  and  steps  at 
the  entrance  from  Bunker  Hill  street.  The  building  is  to  be 
finished  about  June  30. 
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Charlestown  Playground. 

The  only  ^rork  done  at  this  ground  has  been  the  receiving 
of  material  for  filling  without  cost  to  this  Department  except 
for  the  levelling.  Plans  for  a  building  to  be  erected  in  con- 
Dection  with  the  proposed  gymnastic  grounds  have  been 
prepared  by   Sturgis  &  Cabot, 

Pending  Contracts, 
The   pending   contracts,  with  the  value  of  unperformed 
work,  are  as  follows : 
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Contractor. 


Boston  Electric  hlght 
Co 


Jones  &  Meohan  .  . 
Johnson  Brothers    . 

James  KlUIan    .  .  . 

Moulton  &  0*Maho- 
ney 


Andrew  Carberry  . 
Sancier  Brothers .  . 

OoIIins  8c  Ham  .  . 
John  Cavanagh  &  Co 
Wm.  J.  Magnire  .  . 
Cbas.  H.  Dodge  .  . 
H.  P.  Nawn  .... 

Perkins  &  White  .  . 
O'Connor  &  White . 
Chas.  H.  Dodge  .  . 
Joseph  Ross  .... 
E.  T.  Brigham  .  .  . 
D.  J.  Donovan  Sons, 


Place. 


Back  Bay  Fens 
Riverway     .  . 


Lererett  park . 

Arborway   .  . 

Jamaica  park 
and  Arborway 

Dorchesterway 


Franklin  park, 


Marino  park   . 
Wood  IsI'd  p»k 


Charlestown 
HeighU.  . 


Natore  of  Work. 


Electric  Lights, 

Abutments  of  Au 
dubon  bridge. 

Bridle  Path 
bridge    .  .  .  . 

FiUine  Andubon 
road 

Grading   .  .  .  . 


Filling 

Grading   .  .  .  . 

Roofing  Shelter, 

Bllicott  Hoose   . 

Grading    Beaver 
Street 


Broken  stone  .  . 
Grading  .  .  .  . 
Field  House  .  . 
Bath  House  .  . 
Drainage  .... 

Shelter  building, 


Date  of 

Finishing 

specified  in 

Contract. 


Dec.  1,  *03 

Sept.  1,  *93 

July  1,*04 

Feb.  I.  »94 
Nov.  1,  »92 
Jan.  1,*94 

Dec.  I,»fl3 


Aug.1,*03 


Feb.  1,  *94 

Sept.  1,  *94 
Aug.l3,'03 
Jan.  1,  '04 
Aug.  1,  »04 
Mar.  I,  *M 
Feb.  1,  *M 

Jnne3O,*04 


$6,110  00 

28,427  00 

32,300  00 

19,600  00 

65,100  00 

6,500  00 

28,448  00 
10,060  00 
5,060  00 
1,875  00 
10,988  00 

27,300  00 

8,888  00 

30,135  00 

16,005  00 

2,800  00 

1,817  20 

21,585  00 


$326,078  20 


Unper. 
formed. 


$6,110  00 

3,163  94 

28,642  88 

16,106  78 
7,000  00 
3,700  00 

9,200  00 
1,104  86 
1,061  38 
476  00 
5,188  00 

23,745  17 
3,955  30 
27,724  35 
16,605  00 
2,800  00 
1,817  20 

20,785  00 


$180,U4  95 


Seaver-Street  Improvement. 

The  question  of  the  improvement  of  the  Seaver-street 
boundary  of  Franklin  park  which  has  been  under  discussion 
for  many  years  was  finally  determined,  and  the  necessary 
steps  were  taken  to  condemn  the  land  required  to  secure 
proper  lines  and  grades.  The  relocation  of  Seaver  street 
and  the  adjustment  of  the  boundary  of  the  park  to  the  new 
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lines  of  the  street  were  proposed  by  the  Board  in  1885  in  a 
plan  famished  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners.  Action 
upon  this  plan  has  since  then  been  continually  urged  by  the 
abutters  on  the  street  and  by  residents  of  the  Elm  Hill  dis- 
trict of  Roxbury,  and  several  attempts  were  made  without 
success  to  secure  an  appropriation  for  relocating  and  widen- 
ing the  street  by  the  Street  Commissioners.  As  the 
improvement  of  the  park  necessarily  involved  the  reconstruc- 
tion of  Seaver  street,  it  came  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  park 
measure,  which  should  be  done  at  the  expense  of  this  Depart- 
ment. Such  being  the  condition  of  alBfairs,  the  Board,  to 
determine  the  manner  of  procedure,  asked  the  opinion  of  the 
Corporation  Counsel,  who  recommended  that  as  the  proposed 
action  involved  a  considerable  portion  of  park  territory,  and 
was  undertaken  with  a  view  to  park*  improvement,  to  be 
paid  for  out  of  park  funds,  it  therefore,  as  a  practical  mat- 
ter, might  well  be  carried  out  wholly  by  this  Department. 

The  Board,  therefore,  on  March  27,  1893,  took  ten  par- 
cels of  land,  aggregating  105,885  square  feet,  at  an  assessed 
valuation,  including  buildings,  of  $37 ,436.  Settlements  have 
been  made  in  six  cases,  involving  the  greater  part  of  the 
lands  taken,  the  other  cases  being  insignificant  so  far  as  the 
amount  of  land  taken  is  concerned.  The  owners  of  some  of 
these  parcels,  nevertheless,  were  in  doubt  as  to  the  effect 
upon  the  remainder  of  their  estates  of  the  taking,  which 
included  incidentally  the  fee  and  soil  of  Sea.ver  street.  This 
was  not  intended  to  affect  the  public  right  of  way  in  the 
street  or  that  of  the  abutters,  the  Law  Department  holding 
that  such  rights  were  paramount  and  were  not  included  in 
the  term  '^fee  and  soil."  It  led,  however,  to  the  bringing 
of  a  petition  for  a  writ  of  certiorari  by  one  of  the  abutters, 
on  the  ground  that  the  Board  has  no  authority  to  take  for 
tbe  purposes  of  a  public  park  land  within  the  limits  of  an 
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existing  highway,  and  lawfully  used  by  the  public  and  the  ■ 
abutters  as  such.  To  remove  this  contention,  and  terminate 
the  action,  it  has  been  suggested  that  the  street  be  relocated 
by  the  Street  Conmiissioners  on  the  proposed  new  lines, 
with  the  consent  of  this  Board,  as  provided  in  Section  13  of 
the  Park  Act.  The  Board  is  inclined  to  favor  such  action, 
provided  suitable  releases  of  the  lands  taken  and  all  other 
damages  caused  by  the  location  and  laying  out  of  the  park 
are  given  by  the  abutters. 

Several  small  remnants  of  the  land  taken  at  the  westerly 
end  of  the  street,  which  lie  outside  of  the  lines  of  the  pro- 
posed relocation,  should  be  sold  to  the  owners  of  the  ad- 
joining estates,  and  the  Board  recommends  that  authority 
from  the  Legislature  be  obtained  to  permit  this  to  be  done. 

A  Park  fob  the  North  End. 

The  agitation  for  a  park  for  the  thickly  populated  region 
north  of  Hanover  street  resulted  last  year  in  the  passage  of 
an  act  by  the  Legislature  authorizing  this  Board  to  take 
lands  to  a  limit  of  $300,000  in  assessed  values,  and  provid- 
ing $50,000  for  construction.  This  act  is  Chapter  282  of 
1893,  and  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.  Soon  after  its 
passage  the  Board  examined  the  locality  with  a  view  of 
determining  the  most  suitable  location  for  the  proposed 
pleasure-ground,  with  regard  both  to  natural  advantages 
and  a  fair  amount  of  territory  for  the  desired  purposes. 
This  examination  developed  the  impossibility  of  securing  in 
the  interior  of  the  district  a  sufficient  area  of  land  within  the 
limit  of  the  appropriation.  The  large  cost  that  would  be 
entailed  by  the  destruction  of  buildings  made  such  a  plan 
inadmissible.  The  examination  further  showed  that  the 
water-front  contiguous  to  the  ancient  burial-ground  on 
Copp's  hill  was  available  for  a  park  site,  being  occupied  by 
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several  antiquated  wharves,  with  dilapidated  buildings  used 
chiefly  for  storage  purposes,  which  were  of  little  commercial 
importance  owing  to  the  shallow  docks  and  lack  of  capacity 
for  modem  commerce*  A  small  tract  of  land  lying  between 
this  harbor  front  and  Copp's  hill  was  also  found  to  be 
available,  being  free  from  buildings  to  a  large  extent,  afford- 
ing a  desirable  connection  of  the  wharves  with  the  old  burial- 
gronnd,  which  for  a  long  period  had  been  used  as  a  place  of 
general  resort  by  the  children  of  the  neighborhood,  and  from 
which,  by  the  removal  of  the  buildings  from  the  land  referred 
to,  a  fine  view  over  the  harbor  would  be  secured. 

Being  satisfied  that  this  location  met  in  the  fullest  degree 
all  the  requirements  attainable,  the  Board,  on  December  7, 
last,  took  by  right  of  eminent  domain  all  the  wharves  and 
docks  comprising  the  estates  known  respectively  as  Bart- 
lett's  North  and  South  wharves,  Gray's  wharf,  Ripley's 
wharf,  and  Ciomey's  wharf,  and  together  bounded  southerly 
by  Commercial  street,  westerly  by  land  and  wharf  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  formerly  Atkins'  wharf,  northerly  by  the 
Ilarbor  Commissioners'  line  in  Boston  harbor,  and  easterly 
by  the  land  and  wharf  of  the  Fiske  Wharf  and  Warehouse 
Company ;  also  the  entire  area  bounded  northerly  by  Com- 
mercial street,  easterly  by  Jackson  avenue,  southerly  by 
Charter  street,  and  westerly  by  Lime  alley. 

Zoological  Gaedens  and  Aquabia. 
The  project  of  establishing  Natural  History  Gardens  in 
the  public  parks,  outlined  in  several  communications  from 
the  Boston  Society  of  Natural  History  published  in  preced- 
ing reports  of  the  Board,  has  not  met  with  the  success  which 
its  importance  deserves.  The  difficulty  of  raising  the  funds 
necessary  for  their  establishment  has  caused  a  temporary 
abandonment  of  the  plans  which  had  been  so  well  considered 
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by  the  organization  eminently  qualified  to  carry  them  out  and 
in  the  best  way.  The  Society  issued  an  interesting  and  attrac- 
tive pamphlet  setting  forth  its  plans  for  beginning  the  under- 
taking by  the  establishment  of  a  Marine  Aquarium  on  the 
grounds  to  be  especially  prepared  for  it  in  the  Marine  park, 
and  called  for  subscriptions  to  a  fund  of  about  $66,000  for 
its  installation.  In  this  paper  the  Society  says  in  regard  to 
the  advantages  to  the  public  to  be  gained  by  this  scheme : 

The  interest  taken  by  the  general  public  in  our  natural  history 
museums  must  be  seen  to  be  appreciated ;  and  if  dead  creatures  and 
their  bare  skeletons  can  attract  multitudes  of  visitors,  of  how  much 
deeper  interest  wi41  living  creatures  prove.  Such  an  exhibition  will 
give  the  city  child,  whose  knowledge  of  the  world  about  him  is  so  piti- 
fully meagre,  a  new  and  vivid  enjoyment.  It  will  offer  a  healthful  and 
instructive  pastime  to  many  otherwise  destined  to  become  idlers.  It 
will  open  the  eyes  of  all  to  the  wonders  and  attractions  of  earth,  air, 
and  sea,  and  be  a  source  of  strength  and  life  to  the  recovering  invalid. 
It  will  plant  deep  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  a  simple  love  of  Nature, 
which,  like  all  refining  influences,  will  become  a  corrective  of  mischief 
and  wrong,  and  a  source  of  pure  enjoyment.  In  the  crowd  of  entertain- 
ments catering  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  to  evil  passions,  it  will  afford 
a  nobler  and  purer,  because  simpler  and  healthier,  amusement.  To 
many  it  will  be  the  beginning  of  a  new  and  natural  life,  while  to  the 
student  of  the  laws  of  Nature  it  will  offer  unparalleled  fields  for  investi- 
gation. 

The  establishment  of  such  institutions  under  the  immediate  auspices 
of  the  Natural  History  Society,  and  upon  grounds  leased  of  the  Park 
Commissioners  for  the  special  purposes  herein  set  forth,  is  a  distinct 
assurance  they  will  be  so  conducted  as  to  merit  the  approval  of  all  good 
citizens;  and  we  confidently  anticipate  that  when  it  has  been  shown 
what  these  establishments  can  fairly  do,  they  will  be  the  recipients  of  the 
utmost  favor  from  those  who  possess  the  means  for  their  endowment. 

Plans  for  an  attractive  and  in  every  way  admirable  build- 
ing for  the  purpose  were  prepared  for  the  Society  by  Messrs. 
Stui^is  &  Cabot,  and  are  herewith  presented  by  the  courtesy 
of  the  architects,  who  say  in  regard  to  them  :  "  The  plans  of 
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the  building  have  been  shown  to  the  United  States  Fish 
Commissioner,  Gen.  Marshall  McDonald,  who  was  kind 
enough  to  give  them  his  almost  unqualified  approval.** 

The  failure  of  the  Society  to  secure  the  support  necessary 
to  the  success  of  the  project,  as  detailed  in  the  following 
letter  of  its  president,  becomes  a  public  loss  in  view  of  the 
educational  and  scientific  importance  of  the  scheme,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  a  renewed  attempt  will  be  made  to  enlist 
the  support  of  the  representatives  of  the  business  interests 
of  the  city,  who  must  recognize  that  whatever  adds  to  the 
attractiveness  of  the  city  will  redound  to  their  advantage. 

Boston  Society  op  Natural  History, 

Boston,  Mass.,  December  19,  1893. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Park  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Boston: 

Gentlehen  :  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Comicil  of  the  Boston  Society 
of  Natural  History  it  was  voted  that  the  president  inform  you  by  letter 
of  an  action  taken  at  that  meeting.  A  vote  had  just  been  passed  to 
abandon,  for  the  present,  an  effort  to  secure  funds  for  the  establishment 
and  support  of  Natural  History  Gardens  and  Aquaria.  This  vote  was 
taken  after  a  deliberate  consideration  at  two  sessions  of  the  Council. 
The  circumstances  which  led  directly  to  this  action  were  the  following : 
The  Directors  appointed  by  the  Council  had  met  with  little  success 
in  their  efforts  to  secure  contributions  for  the  purpose,  the  public  had 
not  responded  to  their  solicitations,  the  period  within  which  they  had 
been  requested  to  secure  the  necessary  funds  had  expired,  and  they  had 
formally  resigned  their  offices.  It  was  felt  that  the  unfortunate  condi- 
tion of  the  industrial  and  financial  interests  of  the  country  made  it  inju- 
dicious, for  the  present,  for  the  Society  to  attempt  to  raise  such  an 
amount  of  money  by  subscription.  The  Council  believed  that  it  would 
be  unwise  to  make  a  beginning  with  less  funds  or  with  plans  for  smaller 
establishments  than  had  been  previously  advocated. 

The  plans  of  the  Park  Commissioners  show  reservations  of  ample 
and  well-located  areas  for  such  gardens  and  aquaria,  and  they  are  re- 
garded as  expressing  the  good  intention  that  whatever  may  be  done 
shall  be  well  done  and  liberally  supported.  It  would  have  been  a 
gratification  to  the  officers  and  members  of  this  Society  to  have  assisted 
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successfully  in  the  establishment  of  Natural  History  Gardens  and 
Aquaria,  if  in  maintenance  and  completeness  they  might  have  harmon- 
ized i^ith  the  system  of  parks  now  in  existence  and  in  process  of  con- 
struction. It  was  for  the  furtherance  of  this  object  that  this  Society  was 
reorganized  with  suitable  provisions  in  its  by-laws. 

This  organization  remains,  for  the  present,  unchanged,  and  it  is  con- 
sequently fitting  for  me  to  say,  that,  in  this  connection,  the  Council  of 
the  Society  entertains  no  other  scheme  than  the  one  well  known  to  you. 

The  members  of  the  Council  have  the  pleasure  of  believing  that 
with  them  and  the  Park  Commissioners  there  has  been  a  perfect  harmony 
of  opinion  and  desire  regarding  the  character  and  conduct  of  gardens 
for  the  exhibition  of  living  creatures. 

In  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Council  of  the  Boston  Society 
of  Natural  History  I  hereby  express  their  regret  at 'not  being  able  to 
complete  their  part  of  the  provisional  arrangement  so  agreeably  made, 
and  convey  their  thanks  for  the  cordiality  and  liberality  with  which  the 
Park  Commissioners  have  received  and  encouraged  their  overtures. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Wm.  H.  Nilbs, 
President,  Boston  Society  of  Natural  History, 

Extension  of  Charlesbank. 

In  its  report  of  1876  the  Board  submitted  a  plan  for 
a  proposed  embankment  on  Charles  river  extending  from 
Craigie's  bridge  to  Cottage  Farm  bridge.  Subsequently,  un- 
der authority  of  Chapter  92  of  the  Acts  of  the  year  1881,  a 
part  of  the  embankment  was  laid  out  by  the  taking  of  the 
property  between  Craigie's  and  West  Boston  bridges,  which 
mark  the  present  limits  of  Charlesbank. 

In  its  reports  for  1885  and  1886,  and  again  in  1890,  the 
Board  renewed  its  recommendation  for  legislative  action  to 
enable  the  city  to  extend  the  embankment,  and  in  1891, 
upon  petition  of  the  City  Government,  an  act  was  pessed 
authorizing  the  city  to  so  extend  it  as  far  as  the  sea-wall  in 
the  rear  of  Beacon  street.     In  the  same  year  a  commission 
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on  the  improvement  of  Charles  river  was  established  by  the 
Legislature,  consisting  of  three  citizens  of  the  Common- 
wealth, together  with  the  Mayors  of  Boston,  Cambridge,  and 
Newton,  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  of 
Watertown.  This  Commission  submitted  to  the  General 
Court  in  1893  its  final  report  as  follows : 

House  of  Representatives,  April  20,  1893. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  Hotise  of  Bepresentatives  in  General  Court 
assembled: 

The  undersigned,  commissioners  appointed  under  Chapter  390  of 
the  Acts  of  1891,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  what  improvement  can 
be  made  in  the  Charles  river  between  the  dam  at  Watertown  and 
Charles-river  bridge  in  Boston,  and  other  related  purposes  stated  in  the 
act,  respectfully  submit  the  following  report,  which,  with  the  report 
already  submitted,  covers  their  investigation  to  date : 

The  Commission,  believing  that  the  testimony  at  the  many  hearings 
shows  conclusively  that  the  desire  of  the  people  is  that  the  river  shall 
be  improved,  particularly  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  and  that  this 
improvement  may  be  best  made  by  making  the  different  banks  of  the 
river  desirable  for  residential  purposes,  submit  with  tiiis  report  an  act 
creating  a  Commission,  to  be  known  as  the  Charles  River  Improvement 
Commission,  and  recommend  the  passage  of  the  act. 

The  evidence  before  the  Commission  showed  that  the  navigation  of 
the  Charles  river  will,  in  the  near  future,  be  limited  to  barges  and 
mastless  vessels. 

The  Commission,  therefore,  recommends  that  the  railroad  bridges  now 
crossing  Charles  river  be  discontinued,  and  the  different  railroads  re- 
quired to  build  a  single  structure  capable  of  accommodating  all  railroad 
travel. 

The  Commission  recommends  that  action  be  taken  by  the  Legislature 
by  which  authority  will  be  given  to  the  city  of  Boston  to  continue  the 
Charles  River  Embankment  along  the  whole  of  the  city^s  frontage  on 
the  river. 

The  Commission  recommends  the  immediate  construction  of  the  em- 
bankment from  West  Boston  bridge  to  the  Union  Boat  Club  building. 

The  Commission  also  reconunends  that  such  authority  as   may  be 
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necessary  shall  be  given  to  the  city  of  Cambridge,  enabling  it  to  con- 
struct an  embankment  along  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  Cambridge 
side  of  the  river. 

Owen  A.  Galvin, 
Alpheus  B.  Alger, 
Abraham  L.  Richards, 
Isaac  Bradford, 
Charles  Eliot, 
N.  Matthews  Jr., 
Herman  E.  Hibbard. 


The  Legislature,  by  an  act  approved  June  10,  1893,  re- 
ferred the  whole  question  of  the  improvement  of  Charles 
river  between  Charles-river  bridge  and  the  Waltham  line  to 
the  Board  of  Metropolitan  Park  Commissioners  and  the 
State  Board  of  Health,  sitting  as  a  joint  board,  for  investiga- 
tion, and  to  report  with  recommendations  to  the  next  Gen- 
eral Court.  No  report  has  yet  been  made.  The  Legislature 
also,  by  an  act  approved  June  9,  1893,  amended  Chapter 
344  of  the  Acts  of  1891,  to  provide  for  the  extension  of  the 
embankment,  authorized  by  said  act  of  1891,  to  the  Back 
Bay  Fens,  on  a  line  parallel  with  and  one  hundred  feet  or 
less  distant  from  the  sea-wall  in  the  rear  of  Beacon  street. 
Copies  of  these  acts  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.  The 
Board  requested  the  Landscape  Architects  to  prepare  a  plan 
for  laying  out  the  extension  of  the  embankment  as  authorized 
by  said  acts,  and  they  submitted  a  preliminary  report  on 
December  26, 1893,  as  follows  : 

Boston,  Mass.,  21st  August,  1893. 

The  Honorable   Paul    H.   Kendricken,  President  of  the  Board  of 

Commissioners  of  Public  Parks  oj  the  Oily  of  Boston : 

Dear  Sir:   A  proposition  has  long  been  advocated  looking  to  a 

public  ground  to  be  formed  upon  the  flats  of  Charles  river  in  the  rear 

of  the  houses  fronting  on  Beacon  street,  and  extending  thence  to  the  ex- 
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isting  public  ground  of  the  CKarlesbank.  An  act  of  the  last  General 
Court  makes  the  project  a  legalized  undertaking  of  th«  city,  and  gives 
your  department  the  duty  of  advancing  it.  We  have  been  instructed  to 
prepare  a  plan  for  your  consideration  for  laying  out  the  proposed 
ground,  whicli,  until  it  receives  an  official  designation,  may  be  referred 
to  as  the  New  Charlesbank.  We  find  it  extremely  difficult  to  devise  a 
plan  for  the  purpose  the  adoption  of  which  we  can  unqualifiedly  rec- 
ommend, and  the  object  of  this  communication  is  to  present  considera- 
tions bearing  upon  the  problem,  in  view  of  which,  before  proceeding 
further,  we  should  be  glad  to  be  advised  of  the  judgment  of  the  Board. 

The  adoption  of  a  plan  is  the  determination  of  a  series  of  means  for 
attaining  a  certain  end  or  series  of  ends.  Before  the  devising  of  a 
plan  can  be  begun,  the  ends  to  be  arrived  at  must  be  defined.  The 
ends  to  be  had  in  view  in  this  case  have  been  officially  defined  only  as 
far  as  they  are  by  the  following  words  of  the  statute : 

•*  The  flats  filled  under  authority  hereby  granted  shall  not  be  used 
.     .     .    for  any  other  purpose  than  for  a  public  ornamental  ground." 

The  range  of  choice  which  is  thus  left  open  may  be  better  understood 
if  it  be  supposed  that  a  law  had  been  enacted  providing  that  certain 
premises  •*  should  not  be  used  for  other  purposes  than  for  a  public  or- 
namental building."  The  term  *•  a  public  ornamental  building  "  may  be 
applied  to  a  structure  adapted  to  the  housing  of  a  hose-cart,  or  to  ohe 
like  the  Capitol  at  Washington,  which  has  cost  $20,000,000.  In  like 
manner  a  public  ornamental  ground  may  be  a  green  circle  fifty  feet  in 
diameter,  useful  only  as  it  is  pleasing  to  people  passing  by,  or  it  may 
be  a  region  like  that  of  the  park  of  Philadelphia,  measuring  several 
miles  across,  and  containing  provisions  for  hundreds  of  heterogeneous 
purposes,  such  as  water-works,  an  exhibition  of  wild  aninials,  a  gal- 
lery of  art,  a  conservatory  of  tropical  plants,  a  series  of  historical 
monuments,  plaj^grounds  for  children,  and  so  on. 

In  making  a  choice  among  the  various  ends  thus  left  admissible,  re- 
gard must  be  had  for  the  comparative  economy  with  which,  because  of 
conditions  of  local  topography,  one  or  another  series  of  such  ends  may 
be  pursued.  For  example,  to  provide,  on  the  site  for  the  New  Charles- 
bank,  a  field  as  suitable  for  children  to  play  ball  upon  as  that  of  the 
club-ground  at  Longwood,  fifty  times  as  large  an  outlay  would  be  re- 
quired as  has  been  necessary  for  the  preparation  of  the  Longwood 
ground. 

We  shall  submit  herewith  a  series  of  drawings,  each  representing  the 
main  features  of  a  plan  prepared  with  a  view  to  a  distinct  grou^j  of 
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ends.  We  trust  that  a  discussion  in  the  Board  of  the  various  alterna- 
tives thus  presented  will  enable  us  to  proceed  in  our  duty  with  more 
confidence  than  we  have  at  present  of  attaining  a  result  that  will  be 
satisfactory  and  be  worth  what  it  will  cost. 

It  may  tend  to  remove  some  difficulties  if  we  here  refer  to  the  fact 
that  projected  public  grounds  are  apt  to  be  advocated  in  terms  that 
imply  that  it  is  of  no  great  consequence  how  they  shall  be  laid  out  be- 
cause their  chief  value  in  any  case  must  be  that  of  supplying  fresh  air 
to  the  people  who  visit  them  and  who  live  near  them,  and  who  would 
otherwise  be  compelled  to  breathe  foul  or  stagnant  air.  Often,  when  this 
assumption  is  not  specifically  stated,  it  appears  indirectly  through  the 
emphatic  use  made  of  such  phrases,  for  example,  as  refer  to  all  sorts 
of  public  grounds  as  **  breathing  spaces,"  **  airing  spaces,"  or  the 
"  lungs  "  of  a  town.    To  show  that  any  such  assumption  should  be  ex- 
cluded in  the  consideration  of  the  present  problem,  it  is  to  be  observed, 
first,  that  at  one  end  of  the  strip  of  territory  to  be  dealt  with  there  is  the 
existing  public  ground  of  the  Fens,  and  at  the  other  end  that  of  the 
Charlesbank ;  that  parallel  with  the  strip,  at  a  distance  of  sixty  yards, 
there  is  the  existing  public  ground,  a  mile  in  length,  by  which  Com- 
monwealth avenue  is  divided ;  that  at  a  distance  from  the  proposed  new 
ground  of  less  than  a  hundred  yards  there  is  the  Public  Garden,  which, 
with  the  adjoining  Common,  supplies  seventy  acres  of  additional  open 
space.    Leaving  out  of  account,  then,  the  fact  that  the  great  open  ex- 
panse of  Charles  river  elbows  into  the  heart  of  it,  it  is  plain  that  the  dis- 
trict in  question  is  amply  provided  with  means  of  air  supply.    It  is,  in 
fact,  better  provided  in  this  respect,  as  far  as  the  interlacing  of  it  by  ex- 
isting open-air  spaces  is  concerned,  than  any  other  part  of  the  city. 
It  is   then,  plainly,  the    duty    of   the  Commission    to    consider   the 
problem  with  some  specific  ends  in  view  other  than  that  of  an  *'  airing 
ground." 

As  to  the  question  what  these  specific  ends  shall  be,  certain  of  the 
ends  to  serve  which  public  grounds  are  sometimes  fitted,  may  be  ex- 
cluded by  the  reflection  that  the  situation  is  about  the  worst  that  could 
have  been  picked  out  in  all  the  city  for  the  rearing  and  display  of  a 
variety  of  plants  valuable  for  the  beauty  of  their  flowers  and  foliage. 
In  the  winter,  and  during  the  early  spring  and  late  autumn,  it  is  a  place 
of  the  most  bitter  exposure,  northerly  and  westerly  winds  sweeping 
upon  it  over  long  reaches  of  the  icy  river.  We  have  seen  robust  men 
brought  to  a  halt  and  compelled  to  stop  and  bend  themselves  against 
gusts  of  these  winds,  to  avoid  being  forced  off  their  oom-se  by  them. 
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We  have  known  the  windows  of  a  house  driven  in  by  them.  Parts  of 
Franklin  park,  of  Jamaica  park,  and  of  the  Arboretum  are  available  for 
the  healthful  recreation  of  invalids  and  children  fully  a  month  longer 
every  year  than  it  will  bo  possible  to  make  any  public  ground  on  the 
site  of  the  New  Charlesbank. 

Next,  brief  comment  may  be  desirable  on  the  circumstance  that  the 
project  has  been  advocated  in  terms  implying  that  the  view  of  the 
Charles,  which  the  measure  will  make  available  to  the  public,  is  one  of 
much  rural  loveliness.  In  determining  the  purposes  to  which  the  New 
Charlesbank  shall  be  planned  to  serve,  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
beauty  of  a  river  depends  upon  the  character  of  its  banks.  The  Charles 
once  had  picturesquely  rural  banks.  It  still  has  them  at  some  distance 
above  the  city,  but  even  now  its  banks,  so  far  as  they  come  into  the 
view  from  the  rear  of  houses  on  Beacon  and  Brimmer  streets,  have  little 
or  no  rural  beauty.  Moreover,  the  sky-line  of  the  prospect  toward 
Cambridge  is  already  broken  by  as  many  as  sixty  factory  chimneys, 
cupolas,  towers,  and  steeples,  while  the  immediate  banks  of  the  river 
are  nearly  everywhere  artificial,  and  yearly  becoming  more  so.  Soon 
there  will  not  be  a  yard  of  natural  bank  in  view.  What  is  to  be  looked 
for  in  the  future  is  an  improvement  of  the  banks  of  a  yet  more  formal 
and  urban  character.  In  place  of  a  river  there  will  be  a  basin,  the  ir- 
regular and  unsymmetrical  outlines  of  which  will  be  vertical  stone 
walls ;  this  basin,  being  occupied  by  water  constantly  varying  in  eleva- 
tion, the  range  of  daily  fluctuation  being  about  ten  feet.  A  large  body 
of  water  is  in  itself  a  beautiful  and  refreshing  object  to  be  brought  di- 
rectly in  view  from  a  city.  But  if  the  banks  of  the  water,  with  all  that 
is  to  be  seen  beyond  them,  are  to  be  of  artificial  aspect,  the  promise  of  a 
view  over  it  is  not  to  be  regarded  in  any  process  of  making  a  plan  for  a 
place  in  which  to  enjoy  it,  as  if  that  view  was  to  have  the  recreative 
charm  of  rural  fandscape. 

Not  only  is  a  public  ground  in  this  locality  not  required  as  a  source 
of  air  supply  to  its  neighborhood;  not  only  is  it  a  most  unsuitable 
place  in  which  to  provide  enjoyment  of  garden  beauty  within  itself, 
or  of  rural  scenery  in  the  outlook  from  it,  there  is  really  no  purpose 
commonly  had  in  view  in  preparing  a  public  pleasure-ground  to  which 
the  site  can  be  adapted  at  moderate  cost.  Indeed,  we  know  of  no 
considerable  public  ground  either  on  this  continent  or  in  Europe  that 
has  been  primarily  intended  to  serve  the  general  ends  prescribed  by 
the  statute,  the  cost  of  the  simply  sustaining  and  foundation  parts  of 
which  has  been  nearly  as  great  relatively  to  the  area  of  surface  appli- 
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cable    to   those  ends  as  the  cost  of  corresponding  parts  of  the  New 
Charlesbank  must  be. 

We  are   aware  that  comparison  has  been  suggested  in  this  respect 

with  the  very  costly  work  of  the  Victoria  Embankment  in  London, 

which  has  also  been  made  by  filling  out  upon  the  mud  flats  of  a  tidal 

stream  m  a  somewhat  similar  way  to  that  proposed  in  this  case.    But 

the  primary  object  in  the  Victoria  Embankment  was  not  the  forming  of 

a  pleasure-ground.    It  was  devised,  and  the  more  costly  features  of  its 

construction  were  planned,  with  the  object  of  lessening  the  nuisance  of 

what  had  come  to  be  practically  a  great  open  sewer  passing  through 

the  heart  of  the  town.    A  subsidiary  recommendation  of  it  was  found  in 

the  supposition  that  the  Embankment  would  serve  as  a  means  of  relief 

to  an.  adjoining  parallel   street  which  had  already  become  the  most 

cro-wded  thoroughfare  for  wheeled  vehicles  in  the  world.    If  Charles 

liver  were  parallel  with  and  adjoining  Washington  street  in  Boston, 

the   condition  in  this  respect  would  be  in  a  degree  similar.     But  yet 

another  use  of  the  Victoria  Embankment  is  that  of  covering  one  of  the 

moat  important  lines  of  metropolitan  rapid  transit,  which  is   made 

through  a  tunnel  beneath  it.    A  similar  use  might  be  made  of  the  New 

Charlesbank,  but  this  has  not  been  proposed,  we  believe,  by  any  of 

Uiose  who  have  prepared  rapid  transit  projects  for  the  city. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  value  of  a  pleasure-ground  which  occupies  a 
part  of  the  surface  of  the  Victoria  Embankment  is  but  a  small  part  of 
the  entire  value  of  that  work.  In  fact,  it  was  an  incidental  and  ex- 
tremely minor  end  of  the  undertaking,  nor  does  any  use  now  made  of 
the  Embankment  as  a  place  of  recreation  justify  an  appreciable  fraction 
of  its  cost.  The  pleasure-ground  of  the  Embankment  is  finely  deco- 
rated and  very  well  kept.  A  similar  ground  in  Boston  would  require 
an  annual  cost  per  acre  for  maintenance  many  times  larger  than  is 
now  paid  for  any  part  of  any  ground  in  the  care  of  your  Board.  Yet  it  is 
remarkable  how  little  the  pleasure-ground  of  the  Victoria  Embankment 
is  used  by  the  public  except  as  a  thoroughfare.  We  have  several 
times,  on  fine  summer  days,  walked  a  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
in  it  without  coming  upon  a  single  person  seated  or  strolling  as  if  for 
pleasure.    At  the  same  time  thousands  might  be  seen  in  the  parks. 

Reviewing  all  these  considerations,  the  conclusion  is  unavoidable  that 
the  leading  elements  of  value  of  a  public  ground  to  be  formed  upon  the 
base  required  by  the  statute  is  to  be  found  in  the  circumstance  that  those 
who,  during  the  summer,  sh  ill  resort  to  this  place  from  the  compact 
parts  of  the  tc)wn,  will  find  refreshment  and  recreation,  not  by  anything 
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to  be  established  within  the  ground,  but  by  looking  out  from  it  over  a 
broad  sheet  of  water.  Except  as  a  place  for  rest  and  exercise,  with  com- 
mand of  such  an  outlook,  it  must  be  concluded  that  no  value  can  be 
given  this  ground  that  will  be  commensurate  with  the  cost  of  preparing 
and  maintaining  it. 

Proceeding  from  this  conclusion  the  question  of  a  plan  must  be  re- 
garded as  a  question  mostly  of  means  to  be  used  for  the  convenient 
resting  and  passing  to  and  fro  of  the  people  who  shall  come  to  the 
place.  Among  these  means  must  be  included  trees  for  shading  the 
walks,  and  provisions  for  various  bodily  wants.  There  is  occasion  to 
provide  but  one  specific  local  feature.  The  movement  of  boats  on  the 
water  will  be  a  source  of  amusement  to  visitors  who  do  not  personally 
enter  them.  For  this  reason,  as  well  as  because  on  sanitary  grounds, 
the  (uty  should  lose  no  convenient  and  inexpensive  opportunity  to  en- 
courage its  people  in  the  practice  of  healthful  open-air  recreation ;  the 
plan  should  provide  facilities  for  the  use  of  boats. 

Except  as  suitable  arrangements  are  required  for  boats  and  boating, 
the  question  seems  thus  to  be  reduced  to  little  more  than  one  of  the  ex- 
tent and  variety  of  ways  of  passage  and  conveniences  for  rest  that  will 
be  required  for  the  accommodation  of  such  people  as  are  likely  to  come 
in  summer  to  this  ground,  rather  than  to  one  of  the  adjoining  public 
grounds,  that  is  to  say,  the  existing  Charlesbank  ground,  the  Public 
.  Garden,  the  Common,  or  the  Fens.  Having  in  view  the  consideration 
that  the  foundation-work  of  the  proposed  ground  will  cost  more, 
relatively  to  the  area  to  be  ased,  than  that  of  any  public  ground  for  the 
preparation  of  which  the  Park  Department  has  thus  far  been  responsible, 
and  that  the  larger  the  ground  made  the  larger  will  be  its  cost  per  foot, 
the  question  that  needs  the  most  consideration  from  the  Board  would 
seem  to  be  this : 

At  how  short  a  distance  from  the  present  shore,  within  the  limits 
prescribed  by  the  statute,  can  the  water-side  boundary  of  the  New 
Charlesbank  be  established  without  unwisely  cramping  spaces  needed 
for  ways  of  communication  and  rest  and  for  the  healthy  growth  of  trees 
for  shading  these  spaces  P 

AH  the  drawings  that  we  submit  present  the  common  feature  of  a 
broad  walk  on  the  brink  of  the  water.  This  walk  is  to  be  regarded  as 
a  necessity  of  the  situation,  since,  whatever  other  disposition  should  be 
made  of  the  space  in  question,  it  would  often  be  impracticable  to  pre- 
vent people  from  crowding  upon  it.  This  outer  walk  would  be  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  existing  main  walk  of  the  Charlesbank.   * 
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All  of  the  drawings  also  show  a  strip  of  ground  bordering  the  inner 
side  of  this  walk,  which  strip  is  to  be  occupied  by  shade  trees  and  seats. 
A  wheelway  is,  in  most  of  the  drawings,  proposed  to  be  carried  on  the 
inside  of  this  strip.  The  Board  may  question  whether  the  use  of  a 
wheelway  parallel  with  Charles,  Brimmer,  and  Beacon  streets  and  on  the 
bleak  side  of  the  rear  of  houses  fronting  on  those  streets,  is  likely  to  be 
of  enough  use  to  justify  the  great  outlay  that  will  be  required  for  its 
<x>n8traction.  We  therefore  present  plans  in  one  of  which  the  wheel- 
way  is  partly,  and  in  another  wholly,  omitted. 

None  of  the  plans  provide  for  a  bridle  road.  It  can,  of  course,  be  in- 
tarodnced  if  the  Board  thinks  best.  We  know  that  the  omission  of  it 
would  be  disappointing  to  many,  but  we  doubt  if,  upon  due  reflection,  the 
Board  will  think  that  its  value  to  the  public  will  compensate  for  its  cost. 
The  yalue  of  a  bridle  road  lies  mostly  in  the  circumstance  that  it  is  so 
constructed  that  there  is  less  jar  for  a  horse  and  rider  moving  upon  it  at 
speed  than  there  is  on  a  pavement  or  a  macadamized  road.  It  is 
usual  to  ride  at  a  much  higher  rate  of  speed  upon  a  bridle  road  than 
ujyn  a  carriage  road.  Horses  often  move  at  a  brisk  gallop  on  the  bridle 
TOfids  of  the  Paris,  London,  and  New  York  parks.  When  so  moving,  it 
is  impracticable  to  pull  them  up  or  turn  them  so  quickly  as  to  avoid 
any  obstacle  appearing  suddenly  and  near  at  hand  before  them.  Hence 
a  bridle  road  is  undesirable  except  where  a  clear  course  can  be  had  for 
a  considerable  distance.  For  this  reason  Botten  row  in  Hyde  park  is 
nuled  in  throughout  its  length,  and  no  one  is  allowed  to  cross  it.  Where- 
ever,  in  Central  park,  New  York,  the  law  allows  carriages  or  people  on 
foot  to  cross  the  bridle  road,  archways  are  provided  passing  over  or 
under  it.  It  is  the  same  in  Prospect  park,  Brooklyn.  Positions  have 
been  selected  for  these  archways  in  which  the  bridle  road  is  either 
carried  through  a  depression  or  follows  a  ridge  of  the  surface.  There 
will  be  no  such  positions  on  the  New  Charlesbank,  and  if  archways  were 
to  be  made  for  crossing  the  bridle  road,  either  over  or  under,  they  would 
be  costly  and  cumbrous.  Without  such  archways,  dangerous  cross 
walks  will  be  necessary,  and  all  riding  on  the  bridle  road  will  have  to  be 
slow  and  cautious,  or  the  danger  of  knocking  down  women  and  children 
will  be  found  intolerable.  The  whole  space  which  the  law  allows  to  be 
occupied  for  all  purposes  north  of  Beacon  street  is  but  one  himdred  feet 
wide.  If  a  bridle  road  is  to  be  introduced  within  this  space,  it  will  have 
to  be  a  very  narrow  one  not  to  undesirably  cramp  a  carriage  road  and 
a  water-side  walk,  and  the  necessary  planting  spaces  for  trees  to  shade 
them. 
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It  may  be  observed,  in  conclusion,  of  this  part  of  the  subject,  that  no 
other  city  in  the  world  has  as  great  a  length  of  bridle  roads  relatively 
to  its  population  as  is  contemplated  for  Boston.  London,  where  riding 
is  a  more  common  amusement  than  in  any  other  great  city,  has  not  a 
tenth  part  as  much.  Boston  already  has  about  five  miles  of  bridle  roads 
open  to  use,  but  during  the  last  month  we  have  seen  not  a  dozen  men, 
and  not  a  single  woman,  riding  for  pleasure  upon  them.  Taking  into 
account  the  fact  that  a  bridle  road  is  nearly  useless  when  the  ground  is 
frozen,  and  hardly  needed  when  there  is  snow  on  the  ground,  the  ex- 
pediency of  adding  to  the  extent  of  bridle  road  now  planned  at  the  great 
cost  which  would  be  necessary  if  the  addition  was  to  be  made  on  the 
New  Charlesbank  is,  we  apprehend,  very  questionable. 

Should  the  Board  wish  to  pass  judgment  at  once  upon  any  of  the 
propositions  that  have  been  suggested  in  this  report,  it  may,  perhaps, 
conveniently  do  so  by  a  vote  upon  a  selection  to  be  made  from  the 
following  series  of  forms  submitted  for  its  consideration : 

1.  A  public  walk  near  the  water-side  is  required  from  end  to  end  of 

the  New  Charlesbank. 

t 

To  this  proposition  No.  1,  if  the  Board  decides  not  to  require  a  drive 
or  a  ride,  an  addition  may  be  made  so  that  it  will  read  as  follows : 

2.  A  public  walk  is  required  from  end  to  end  of  the  New  Charles- 
bank,.to  be  laid  out  nowhere  beyond  the  limit  prescribed  by  the  statute, 
and,  wherever  practicable,  as  far  within  that  limit  (a)  as  will  be  con- 
sistent with  convenience  and  gracefulness ;  (b)  as  will  give  room  for 
plantings  on  the  landward  side  of  it,  these  plantings  to  be  designed  to 
provide  shade  for  the  walk  and  for  seats  facing  the  walk ;  (c)  as  will 
give  room  at  a  point  conveniently  accessible  alike  from  Beacon  and 
from  Charles  streets  for  a  house  of  public  convenience  and  for  a  house 
or  houses  and  other  requirements  for  a  boating  station.  (It  would  cost 
less  to  carry  out  this  proposition  than  any  others  the  consideration 
of  which  we  should  propose.) 

3.  A  drive  is  required  from  end  to  end  of  the  New  Charlesbank,  on 
the  landward  side  of  a  walk  following  the  new  shore  to  be  made. 

4.  A  drive  is  required  between  Cambridge  street  and  Chestnut 
street. 

6.    A  drive  is  required  between  Chestnut  street  and  Charlesgate. 

6.  A  ride  is  required  from  end  to  end  of  the  ground. 

7.  A  ride  is  required  from  Chestnut  street  to  Charlesgate. 

The  Board  will  not  probably  be  disposed  to  build  a  continuous  wall  as 
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costly  as  that  upon  the  water-side  of  the  Old  Charlesbank,  and  may  be 
disposed  to  give  instructions  as  follows : 

For  the  outer  face  of  the  New  Charlesbank  any  two  or  all  of  the 
following  methods  of  construction  may  be  adopted,  as,  having  regard 
to  local  conditions,  shall  accomplish  the  essential  purpose  at  the  least 
outlay :  (a)  a  wall  of  masonry ;  (6)  a  stone-pitched  embankment  sup- 
porting a  dry  wall  above  high- water  mark ;  (c)  a  beach. 

Drawings  are  presented  illustrative  of  each  of  the  above  methods,  ex- 
cept tliat  of  the  wall  of  masonry,  of  which  an  example  is  to  be  seen  in 
the  wall  of  the  Charlesbank. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Olmsted,  Olmsted,  &  Euot, 

landscape  Architects. 

The  Board  thereupon  passed  the  following  votes  : 

*«  Voted,  that  the  Landscape  Architects  prepare  a  plan  for  the  Charles- 
bank extension  on  a  basis  of  an  embankment  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
feet  outside  of  tlie  present  harbor  line  between  West  Boston  bridge 
and  the  angle  in  said  line  near  Otter  street,  and  of  seventy  feet  outside 
the  present  harbor  line  between  Otter  street  and  Charlesgate  East,  with 
such  treatment  at  said  angle  and  at  the  terminus  at  West  Boston  bridge 
as  circumstances  and  a  provision  for  boat-houses  at  these  points  would 
seem  to  require. 

*•  Voted,  That  the  said  plan  when  prepared  by  the  Landscape  Archi- 
tects be  estimated  upon  by  the  City  Engineer,  and  when  approved  by 
the  Board  be  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  his  approval." 

Thp  Landscape  Architects  accordingly  prepared  a  plan  of 
Charlesbank  from  West  Boston  bridge  to  Back  Bay  Fens, 
which  is  herewith  published.  The  City  Engineer  estimates 
the  cost  of  building  the  embankment,  according  to  this  plan, 
at  $482,735,  and  of  finishing  the  thirty-foot  private  way 
in  the  rear  of  Beacon  street  at  $35,145,  or  a  total  cost  of 
$517,880. 

Parkways  in  West  Roxbury. 

As  soon  as  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission  had  defi- 
nitely determined  upon  the  taking  of  the  Blue  Hills,  and  the 
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making  of  some  form  of  reservation  at  the  woods  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Stony  brook  and  its  source  at  Muddy 
pond  in  Hyde  Park  and  the  West  Roxbury  district  near 
Bellevue  hill,  the  Board,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Mayor, 
caused  surveys  to  be  made  of  three  different  routes  for  a 
parkway  to  connect  the  Metropolitan  with  the  Boston  park 
system  as  shown  in  the  accompanying  diagram. 

Two  of  the  routes  indicated  would  connect  the  Arnold 
Arboretum  with  the  proposed  '*  Stony  Brook  Reservation," 
as  it  has  been  called  by  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission, 
and  the  other  would  connect  Franklin  park  with  the  same 
reservation  at  a  different  point.  The  Landscape  Architects 
in  submitting  the  plans  of  these  alternative  routes  say  in 
regard  to  them : 

**  Route  No.  1  (the  westerly  one  shown  on  the  diagram) 
is  the  best  as  regards  natural  scenery.  It  is  also  the  best 
from  a  financial  point  of  view,  since  its  construction  would 
render  a  large  area  of  wild  woodland  and  farming  land  more 
valuable  for  fine  suburban  residences  than  either  of  the  other 
routes.  For  nearly  a  mile  of  its  total  length  of  two  and  a 
half  miles  it  will  also  afford  the  cheapest  and  best  way  of 
providing  for  the  surface  drainage  of  a  large  body  of  land 
by  preserving  the  natural  watercourse,  as  the  Muddy  river 
improvement  has  done. 

''Route  No.  2  (the  central  one  of  the  diagram)  is  the 
shortest,  having  a  length  of  one  and  eight-tenths  miles.  It 
passes,  for  the  most  part,  through  a  district  iJready  well 
supplied  with  streets,  and  cut  up  into  comparatively  small 
lots.  There  being  little  scenery  of  value  to  preserve,  and 
but  little  side-hill  grading  necessitating  extra  width  for 
slopes,  this  route  need  have  only  a  moderate  width.  At 
the  same  time,  the  facilities  which  it  would  afford  for  pleas- 
ure drivino:  and  ridino:  are  such  that  the  land-owners  can 
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well  afford  to  give  land,  and  to  aid  in  its  construction. 
Both  Boate  1  and  Boute  2  are  open  to  the  disadvantage 
that  they  connect  at  the  Arboretum  with  comparatively 
narrow  park  drives,  and  that  there  is  no  bridle  path  connect- 
ing through  the  Arboretum  with  that  in  the  Arborway .  The 
latter  deficiency  may  possibly  be  remedied  with  the  consent 
of  Harvard  College,  which  controls  the  Arboretum. 

*' Route  No.  3  (the  easterly  course),  while  it  is  the  longest 
(three  and  one-fourth  miles),  passes  through  the  cheapest 
land,  and  would,  therefore,  cost,  the  least  in  land  damages. 
For  a  mile  and  a  quarter  it  follows  the  brook  from  Franklin 
park  and  Stony  brook,  and  it  would  thus  include  a  channel 
for  the  surface  drainage  of  a  considerable  territory,  much  of 
which  is  swampy  or  low,  and  will  be  greatly  benefited  by 
the  improvement.  A  notable  part  of  this  route  passes 
through  land  already  belonging  to  the  city,  being  now  used 
for  the  infectious  ward  of  the  City  Hospital,  and  for  the  new 
insane  asylum,  the  buildings  of  both  being  at  an  ample  dis- 
tance from  the  proposed  parkway.  This  route  possesses  the 
great  advantage  of  continuing  the  ample  pleasure  drives 
and  bridle  paths  of  Franklin  park  through  what  would  be  a 
pleasant,  meadow-like  parkway,  then  over  the  end  of 
Clarendon  hill,  where  extensive  views  would  be  commanded, 
then  through  wild  woods  to  the  secluded  borders  of  Muddy 
pond. 

**  Thence  either  of  the  three  routes  would  before  long 
probably  be  extended  to  the  picturesque  Mother  brook; 
then  through  the  broad,  charming  landscape  of  the 
Negonset-river  valley  above  Hyde  Park;  then  through 
pleasant  fields  and  hedgerows  to  the  most  popular  entrance 
to  the  Blue  Hill  reservation. 

"This  West  Boxbury  parkway  is  to  be  considered  as  an 
important  chain  in  a  general  and  intimately  connected  sys- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


68 


tern- of  parks  and  parkways ,  and  it  is  desirable  to  make  it  of 
a  similarly  picturesque  character  as  that  of  the  great  park- 
way that  runs  from  the  heart  of  the  city  to  Jamaica  pond, 
by  way  of  the  Back  Bay  Fens  and  the  Riverway .  And  just 
as  Jamaica  park  and  Leverett  park  are  enlargements  in  that 
parkway,  so  in  the  parkway  to  the  Blue  Hills  the  Stony 
Brook  reservation  would  constitute  a  great  enlargement,  ex- 
panding to  the  proportions  of  a  considerable  stretch  of  wood- 
land, whose  final  shape  will  be  perhaps  largely  determined 
by  the  route  chosen  from  the  Boston  park  system." 

A  map  of  the  main  park  system  from  the  Common  to 
Franklin  park  is  published  with  this  report. 

Tables  Annexed. 
In  the  Appendix  will  be  found  tables  showing  cost  to  date 
of  the  public  parks,  and  other  details ;  also  report  of  the  City 
Engineer,  and  special  laws  relating  to  the  park  system. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Paul  H.  Kendricken, 
Francis  A.  Walker, 
Charles  F.  Sprague, 

Commissionera. 
Boston,  January  31,  1894. 
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APPEIfDIX, 


CITY  ENGINEER'S   REPORT. 


Engineering  Department, 

50  City  Hall,  January  3,  1894. 

Hon.  Paul  H.  Kendbicken,  Chairman^  Board  of  Park  CommiS' 
Bumers : 

Sir  :  I  herewith  snbmit  the  following  report  of  the  work  done 
and  of  the  matters  of  interest  in  connection  with  the  work  placed 
under  my  direction  by  your  Board,  the  work  being  continued  under 
the  immediate  chaige  of  Assistant  Engineer  E.  W.  Howe. 

The  Fens. 

FiUing.  —  The  land  needed  for  widening  Tremont  entrance  on 
its  easterly  side  has  been  acquired ;  filling  was  purchased  from 
various  parties  and  the  land  graded.  The  amount  of  filling  was 
5,937  cubic  yards. 

The  completion  of  the  new  Administration  building  on  Audubon 
road  having  made  the  use  of  the  temporary  yard  and  buildings  at 
Westland  entrance  unnecessary,  these  buildings  were  removed  and 
the  grounds  graded  and  planted. 

Soadway  and  Walks.  —  Austin  Ford  &  Son,  under  a  contract 
dated  January  9,  1893,  delivered  2,262  lin.  feet  of  curbstone  at 
$1.53  per  lin.  foot.  This  has  all  been  set  except  the  portion  on 
the  easterly  side  of  Tremont  entrance,  where  the  filling  has  recently 
been  done.  The  roadway  from  Huntington  avenue,  through  Tre- 
mont enti'ance  and  along  the  Fenway  to    Brookline  avenue,  has 
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been  surfaced.  There  remains  to  be  done  a  short  section  of  road- 
way on  the  easterly  side  of  Tremont  entrance  and  the  walk  from 
Tremont  entrance  to  Fen  bridge  to  complete  the  Fens,  with  the 
exception  of  the  part  north  of  Beacon  street,  and  the  buildings  at 
the  yard  near  Audubon  road. 

Electric  Lighting,  —  On  October  7  a  contract  was  made  with 
the  Boston  Electric  Light  Company  for  lighting  the  Fens.  Under 
this  contract  the  company  is  to  furnish  45  arc  lights  of  2,000- 
candle  power  each,  and  is  to  lay  underground  cables  for  the  same, 
and  furnish  and  erect  the  lamp-posts.  The  work  was  begun  on 
December  1,  but  is  not  yet  finished. 

MiaceUaneous.  —  The  floor  of  the  Charlesgate  bridge  has  been 
renewed  and  the  gates  in  the  Stony  brook  gate-chamber  repaired. 

Stony  Brook  and  Muddy  River  Covered  Channels. 

These  channels  remain  in  the  same  condition  as  they  were  a  year 
ago,  except  that  a  portion  of  the  Muddy-river  conduit  has  been 
cleaned  of  deposit.  The  damaged  section  of  this  conduit  should 
be  rebuilt  at  once.  The  brook  channels  in  the  town  of  Brookline 
have  been  improved  recently,  and  the  amount  of  water  liable  to  be 
discharged  into  this  conduit  is  much  greater  than  formerly. 

The  Riverway. 

FW^ing^  Orading^  and  Loam.  —  The  work  of  filling  and  grading  is 
substantially  completed,  with  the  exception  of  the  section  north  of 
the  channel.  The  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company  de- 
livered 58,730  cubic  yards  of  gravel  at  70  cents  per  cubic  yard. 
On  December  5  a  contract  was  made  with  James  Killian  for  doing 
the  filling  required  north  of  the  channel,  and  on  Audubon  road  be- 
tween Brookline  avenue  and  Beacon  street.  This  work  is  now  in 
progress. 

The  work  of  transporting  loam  from  Basin  6,  of  the  Boston 
Water  Works,  under  the  contract  with  the  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad  Company,  has  been  completed.  The  total  amount  of 
loam  delivered  was  24,945  cubic  yards,  at  a  cost  of  $23,963.94. 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  1,778  cubic  yards  of  loam  were  pur- 
chased from  other  parties,  at  a  cost  of  $1,500. 

A  contract  was  made  on  March  24  with  Moiilton  & 
O'Mahoney  for  distributing  the  loam  delivered  by  the  railroad 
company.  The  work  has  been  finished,  and  the  amount  of  loam 
moved  by  them  was  22,480  cubic  yards,  at  the  price  of  25  cents 
per  cubic  yard. 

Bridges.  —  The  Bellevue-street  bridge  has  been  completed.  This 
is  a  masonry  arch  carrying  the  driveway  and  walks  over  the  water- 
way. The  foundation  is  of  concrete,  the  face -walls  of  seam-faced 
granite,  and  the  coping  of  red  granite ;  the  arch  is  of  brick  above 
and  of  granite  below  the  surface  of  the  water.  The  width  of  the 
bridge  at  a  right  angle  to  the  line  of  the  drive  is  47  feet,  and  th« 
span  44  feet.  The  arch  is  segmental  in  form,  the  radius  being  23 
feet  and  the  rise  15  feet.  The  springing-line  is  at  grade  2.5 
above  city  base,  or  8.5  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  water.  The 
cost  of  the  bridge  was  $14,460.89,  one-half  of  which  was  paid  by 
the  city  of  Boston  and  one-half  by  the  town  of  Brookline. 

The  bridge  on  Tremont  street  has  also  been  finished.  It  has  a 
length  on  the  line  of  the  channel  of  170  feet,  and  a  span  of  15  feet, 
the  arch  having  a  radius  of  7.5  feet.  The  character  of  the  work 
is  the  same  as  that  of  the  Bellevue-street  bridge.  Cost,  $23,755.50 ; 
one-half  paid  by  Boston. 

Foot-bridges  near  Bemier  Street,  —  Two  bridges  connect  the 
Parkway  near  Bernier  street  with  the  walk  on  the .  Brookline  bank 
of  the  river  near  the  railroad  station.  One  of  these  bridges  is 
over  the  bridle  path  and  is  entirely  in  Boston ;  it  is  a  semicircular 
arch  of  38  feet  4  inches  span  and  14  feet  width  to  outside  of  para- 
pets. The  foundations  are  of  concrete  and  the  exposed  face- 
walls  of  seam-faced  granite ;  the  arch  is  of  brick,  the  face  brick 
being  buff  colored ;  the  coping  is  of  red  granite.  The  grade  of 
the  easterly  approach  to  the  bridge  is  about  9  feet  higher  than  the 
westerly  approach,  and  the  connection  is  made  by  steps  leading 
from  the  top  of  the  bridge  to  the  lower  walk. 

The  bridge  over  the  channel  has  a  span  52  feet,  the  radius  of 
the  curve  of  the  arch  being  31  feet  9  inches.     The  masonry  is  of 
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the  same  character  as  that  of  the  bridge  over  the  bridle  path, 
except  that  the  face-brick  work  is  of  red  brick,  and  there  is  to  be 
an  iron  railing  instead  of  a  masonry  parapet.  Both  of  these 
bridges  were  built  under  a  contract  with  Leavitt,  Dailey,  &  Crockett, 
dated  March  20,  1893.  One-half  of  the  cost  of  the  bridge  over 
the  channel  was  paid  by  the  town  of  Brookline ;  the  balance  of 
this,  and  the  whole  of  the  cost  of  the  bridge  over  the  bridle  path, 
was  paid  by  the  city  of  Boston. 

These  bridges  were  built  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  A.  H. 
French,  C.E.,  engineer  for  the  Brookline  Park  Commissioners. 
The  working  plans  were  prepared  by  Mr.  French,  in  consultation 
with  this  Department,  from  designs  furnished  by  Messrs  Olmsted, 
Olmsted,  &  Eliot,  and  Shepley,  Rutan,  &  Coolidge. 

Bridle-path  Bridge,.  —  On  October  23  a  contract  was  made 
with  Johnson  Brothers  for  the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the 
channel  to  connect  the  bridle  path  on  the  easterly  side  with 
Audubon  road.     Work  on  this  bridge  is  now  in  progress. 

Audubon-road  Bridge.  —  This  bridge  is  over  the  Brookline 
branch  of  the  Boston  <&  Albany  Railroad.  It  is  a  plate  girder 
deck  bridge,  of  a  span  of  87  feet  and  a  width  of  100  feet.  It  is 
on  a  slight  skew.  The  abutments  are  of  granite  ashlar  masonry 
with  foundations  of  concrete  ;  they  were  built  under  a  contract 
with  Jones  &  Meehan,  dated  January  13.  The  work  is  nearly 
finished. 

The  ironwork  of  the  superstructure  was  erected  by  the  Boston 
Bridge  Works,  at  a  cost  of  $8,636.40. 

A  wooden  floor  has  been  laid  on  the  roadway,  under  a  contract 
with  Josiah  Shaw,  at  a  cost  of  $1,352.60. 

The  sidewalk  floors  and  the  railing  have  not  been  built. 

Betaining-wcUls.  —  Walls  four  feet  in  height  and  of  a  com- 
bined length  of  543  feet  have  been  built  on  outer  line  of  the 
Parkway  in  front  of  four  estates,  between  Longwood  avenue  and 
Francis  street.  These  walls  were  built  by  James  Killian,  under 
a  contract  dated  June  26,  at  a  cost  of  $4,771.63. 
•  Drainage.  —  Drains  and  catch-basins  have  been  built  for  col- 
lecting the  surface-water  from  the  drives,  walks,  and  slopes.     The 
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^water  is  discharged  iiitx>  tlie  channel.  There  have  been  built  49 
catch-basins  and  3,750  lin.  feet  of  drains. 

Surfacing  Drives^  Sidey  arid  WcUks.  —  Owing  to  delay  in 
completing  the  filling  and  grading,  work  was  not  begun  on  the 
saifacing  until  August,  when  a  large  -force  was  transferred  from 
the  Street  Department  to  this  work.  Before  winter  set  in,  the 
gutters  were  paved  and  the  drive  and  ride  surfaced  from 
the  Fens  to  Tremont  street.  But  little  has  been  done  on  the 
walks.  The  area  of  gutters  paved  was  5,800  sq.  yards  ; 
of  drive  surfaced,  23,948  sq.  yards ;  and  of  ride  surfaced,  16,000 
sq.  yards.  There  were  purchased  from  various  parties  6,710  cubic 
yards  of  stone  for  Telford  foundation,  and  a  large  amount  of  stone 
found  on  the  ground  was  also  used  for  this  purpose.  There  were 
also  purchased  4,025  tons  of  crushed  stone. 

Ten  thousand  two  hundred  and  twelve  tons  of  stone  were  pur- 
chased during  the  year  and  delivered  at  the  crusher  at  the  Fens. 
About  6,000  tons  of  this  stone  was  used,  after  being  crushed,  at 
Muddy  river,  and  the  balance  used  at  the  Fens,  or  stored  in  piles 
for  future  use.  The  prices  paid  have  been  $1.00  to  $1.25  for 
stone  for  foundations  ;  $1.80  and  $1.90  per  ton  for  crushed  stone ; 
and  60  cents  to  89^  cents  per  ton  for  stone  delivered  at  the 
crusher. 

The  driveway  was  opened  to  travel,  as  far  as  Tremont  street, 
on  November  26,  and  about  the  same  time  the  driveway  on  the 
Brookline  side,  between  Tremont  street  and  Chestnut  street,  was 
opened,  thus  giving  a  continuous  park  drive  from  Beacon  street 
nearly  to  Jamaica  pond. 

Administration  Building.  —  This  building  was  completed  early 
in  the  season,  and  is  now  occupied  as  the  headquarters  for  the 
Fens,  Muddy  river,  and  Leverett  park. 

Levikbtt  Park. 

grading* —  Work  under  the  contract  with  Moulton  &  O'Mahoney 
is  stOl  in  progress.  The  chain  of  ponds  in  the  ground  to  be 
occupied  by  the  Natural  History  Society  have  been  completed,  also 
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Willow  pond  and  "Ward's  pond.  A  large  amount  of  work  has  been 
done  by  the  park  force  along  the  line  of  the  brook,  but  much  re- 
mains to  be  done. 

There  is  also  some  heavy  grading  work  to  be  done  in  connection 
with  the  changing  of  the  Jocation  and  grade  of  Perkins  and 
Chestnut  streets. 

Bridges,  —  Three  small  bridges  of  masonry  and  one  culvert  on 
the  line  of  the  brook  have  been  built  under  the  contract  with  Kelly 
&  O'Hearn,  dated  August  27,  1892.  These  are  small  structures, 
and  serve  to  carry  walks  and  a  drive  over  the  brook.  They  were 
built  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  A.  H.  French,  C.E.,  engineer  for 
the  Brookline  Park  Commissioners,  they  being  on  the  boundary 
line  between  the  city  and  town.  One-half  of  the  cost  was  paid 
by  the  city,  its  payment  amounting  to  $5,587.23. 

Drainage. — Two  thousand  three  hundred  and  four  lin.  feet  of 
drains  and  29  catch-basins  have  been  built  for  collecting  surface- 
water,  and  discharging  it  into  the  channel  or  upon  the  surface  of 
the  ground,  where  it  can  be  done  without  injury. 

One  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  lin.  feet  of  drains,  with 
nine  gates  and  three  manholes,  have  been  built  for  controlling  the 
flow  of  water  in  the  small  ponds. 

Surfacing  Boads^  WcUks^  and  Hide.  —  The  gutters  have  been 
paved,  the  roadway  ballasted  and  covered  with  crushed  stone  for 
a  distance  of  about  1,800  feet  southerly  from  Tremont  street,  but 
owing  to  the  coming  on  of  winter  the  work  was  not  finished.  A 
crusher  has  been  set  up  at  the  ledge  on  the  line  of  the  drive,  about 
2,000  feet  southerly  from  Tremont  sti*eet,  and  the  work  of  quar- 
rying and  crushing  the  stone  is  now  in  progress.  It  is  intended 
to  use  this  stone  on  the  Parkway,  between  Tremont  and  South 
streets. 

Miscellaneous.  —  A  considerable  area  has  been  planted.  About 
1,000  lin.  feet  of  6-in.  water-pipe  have  been  laid  connecting  with 
the  main  pipe  of  the  Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  Company,  and  two 
stand-pipes  erected  for  supplying  water  for  road-sprinkling. 
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Jamaica  Pabk. 

Orading,  — Work  under  the  contract  with  Saucier  Bros,  is  still 
in  pn^ess,  but  is  very  near  completion.  The  old  buildings  on 
the  line  of  the  Parkway,  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  pond,  with  the 
exception  of  two,  have  been  removed.  The  unoccupied  grounds 
on  the  westerly  side  of  the  pond  have  been  cleared,  the  cellars 
filled,  etc. 

Water-pipes. — Water-pipes  have  been  laid  along  the  Parkway 
by  the  Water  Department,  for  supplying  abutting  estates  with 
city  water ;  also  pipes  have  been  laid  for  utilizing  the  water  of 
Jamaica  pond  for  road-sprinkling  and  for  supplying  the  ponds 
in  Franklin  park.  The  latter  pipes  have  been  laid  at  the  expense 
of  the  Park  Department,  and  the  length  laid  is  700  lin.  feet. 

Arborwat. 

Orading.  —  The  section  between  Pond  street  and  Centre  street 
is  being  graded  by  Saucier  Bros.,  in  connection  with  the  grading  at 
Jamaica  park. 

On  February  27  a  contract  was  made  with  Andrew  Carberry 
for  grading  the  park  drive  and  ride  on  the  easterly  side  of  the 
Arboretum.  The  work  was  completed,  but  as  additional  filling 
was  necessary,  another  contract  was  made  with  him,  on  November 
1 ,  for  excavating  the  traflSc  road  on  the  same  section  of  Arbor- 
way.     This  work  is  now  in  progress. 

On  December  12,  1892,  a  contract  was  made  with  Newell  & 
Snowling  for  doing  the  earth  grading  required  on  the  section  be- 
tween Washington  and  Forest  Hills  streets.  This  work  has  been 
completed,  the  amount  paid  the  contractors  being  $7,907.64.  A 
ledge  on  this  section  is  now  being  removed  by  the  Department  force. 

Drainage.  —  The  contract  for  building  the  drain  to  carry  the 
water  of  the  brook  which  comes  from  west  of  Pond  street  to  the 
Arboretum  having  been  abandoned,  a  new  contract  for  completing 
the  work  was  made  on  June  19  with  H.  P.  Nawn.  The  work  has 
been  finished  at  a  cost,  including  the  amount  paid  the  first  con- 
tractor, of  $13,961.44. 
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Bridge  over  Stony  Brook. — On  April  10  a  contract  was  made 
with  William  L.  Miller  for  building  a  temporary  bridge  to  carry 
the  Arborway  over  Stony  brook.  The  bridge  is  of  wood.  The 
abutments  are  of  vulcanized  spruce  piles  spaced  three  feet  apart 
and  covered  on  the  back  with  3-in.  vulcanized  hard-pine  plank. 

Anchor  piles  were  driven  15  feet  back  from  the  abutments, 
with  which  they  were  connected  by  1  J-in.  iron  rods. 

The  floor  of  the  bridge  is  of  8  X  16  in.  vulcanized  hard-pine 
stringers,  covered  with  4-in.  vulcanized  hard-pine  and  2-in.  spruce 
plank.  The  span  of  the  bridge  is  26  feet,  and  the  length  on  the 
line  of  the  brook  222  feet.  The  work  was  completed  at  a  cost  of 
♦4,284. 

Water-pipes.  —  Water-pipes,  both  for  city  water  and  for  Jar 
maica  pond  water,  have  been  laid  between  Pond  and  Centre  streets 
and  between  Washington  and  Forest  Hills  streets.  The  length  of 
pipe  laid  for  the  Park  Department  was  1,425  feet  of  8-in.  pipe 
and  1,400  feet  of  10-in.  pipe. 

Surfacing  Drive^  BidCy  and  WaUcs. — A  small  amount  of  sur- 
facing has  been  done  near  the  Centre-street  entrance  to  the  Arbo- 
retum, in  addition  to  the  portion  done  in  1892.  The  ground  at 
this  point  has  been  graded  by  the  Department  force. 

DORCHESTERWAT. 

Orading.  —  A  contract  was  made  on  February  20  with  John 
Cavanagh  &  Co.  for  grading  a  portion  of  the  Dorchesterway. 
A  small  amount  of  work  remains  to  be  done  under  this  contract. 

On  the  same  date  a  contract  was  made  with  Colllus  &  Ham  for 
fllling  the  remaining  portion  as  far  as  the  Old  Colony  Railroad. 
This  work  is  still  in  progress. 

Surfacing  Drive  and  Walks.  —  Work  was  begun  late  in  the  fall 
near  Five  Comers,  but  nothing  was  brought  to  a  finish  before 
work  was  stopped  on  account  of  cold  weather. 

Arnold  Arboretum. 
The  work  of  construction  at  the  Arboretum  during  the  year  has 
been  the  excavation  of  the  channel  for  the  brook  from  the  outlet 
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of  the  covered  drain  near  Centre  street,  and  the  completion  of  the 
culvert  under  the  drive  on  the  line  of  this  brook,  the  excavation 
for  the  brook  near  the  foot  of  the  northerly  slope  of  Bussey  hill, 
the  completing  of  the  grading  of  the  top  of  Bussey  hill,  and  the 
grading  of  the  slopes  adjoining  the  line  of  Arborway. 

Frankijn  Park. 

DriveSj  Rides^  and  WaJJcs.  —  The  roadway  of  the  Circuit  drive  and 
of  the  Morton-street  entrance  have  been  finished  and  were  opened 
to  travel  on  November  12.  The  walks  in  the  vicinity  of  Circuit 
drive  are  nearly  finished.     The  length  of  this  drive  is  2^  miles. 

Schoolmaster  HiU.  —  The  roof  of  the  Shelter  has  been  covered 
with  tiles,  under  the  direction  of  the  City  Architect,  and  grano- 
lithic walks  have  been  constructed  in  the  Shelter,  arbors,  and 
bowers. 

Scarboro'  Pond.  —  The  excavation  of  this  pond  has  been  com- 
pleted, except  such  as  may  be  needed  at  the  connection  between  it 
and  the  pond  near  Abbotswood.  The  total  amount  paid  the 
contractors  for  this  work  was  $24,067.44.  When  filled  to  the 
summer  level,  this  pond  will  have  an  area  of  7  acres  and  a  depth  of 
8  feet,  but  provision  is  made  for  maintaining  the  depth  at  4  feet 
in  the  winter,  when  the  pond  is  used  for  skating ;  at  the  outlet 
near  Morton  street  there  is  a  chamber  provided  with  stop-plank 
for  regulating  the  height  of  the  water ;  there  is  also  a  gate,  by  the 
opening  of  which  the  pond  can  be  entirely  emptied. 

Bridges.  —  There  are  two  bridges  across  Scarboro'  pond.  The 
one  supporting  the  Circuit  drive  has  been  finished.  It  was  built  by 
Johnson  Bros.,  under  a  contract  dated  June  5,  and  cost  $10,864. 
This  bridge  is  an  elliptical  arch  of  30  feet  span  and  6  feet  3  inches 
rise.  The  width  of  the  bridge  at  right  angles  to  the  line  of  the 
drive  is  57  feet.  The  abutments  consist  of  a  facing  of  granite 
ashlar  backed  by  American  cement  concrete.  The  face-walls 
above  the  water  level,  and  the  voussoirs  of  the  arch,  are  of 
seam-faced  granite ;  the  interior  of  the  arch  is  of  brick ;  the  cop- 
ing is  of  Brain  tree  red  granite. 

The  other  bridge  supports  a  footpath,  and  is  also  an  elliptical 
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arch,  the  span  being  40  feet,  the  rise  8  feet  3  inches,  and  the 
width  between  parapets  10  feet.  On  each  comer  there  are  bays, 
semi-octagonal  in  plan.  The  face-work  is  of  quarry-faced  Rox- 
bury  stone,  and  the  coping  is  to  be  of  red  granite.  The  arches 
are  to  be  of  brick.  The  bridge  has  been  built  by  the  employees 
of  the  Park  Department. 

ElUcott  Cottage.  —  This  building  is  located  just  west  of  EUicott 
Arch,  and  is  intended  for  the  accommodation  of  those  using  the 
Ellicottdale  playground.  It  contains  toilet,  dressing,  and  bath 
rooms,  and  a  room  for  checking  clothing  and  other  articles.  It 
is  being  built  by  Charles  H.  Dodge,  under  the  direction  of  Messrs. 
Roteh  &  Tilden,  architects. 

A  water-pipe  has  been  laid  by  the  Water  Department  from 
Forest  Hills  street  to  this  building.  It  will  be  necessary  to  build 
a  sewer  from  the  building  to  the  Washington-street  sewer  before 
it  can  be  used. 

Propagating-hovse  and  Nursery.  —  As  the  temporary  propa- 
gating-house  was  located  on  the  line  of  Circuit  drive,  it  was  nec- 
essary to  remove  it.  A  new  house  was  therefore  built  on  a 
portion  of  the  proposed  Nui*sery  ground.  It  consists  of  a  head- 
house  53  X  24  feet,  containing  heating-apparatus,  potting-floor, 
storage-rooms,  etc.  Adjoining  this,  on  the  southerly  side,  are 
two  glass  houses,  each  45  X  20  feet.  A  4-in.  water-pipe  has 
been  laid  from  Morton  street  to  this  building. 

A  small  force  has  been  employed  during  the  winter  in  clearing 
the  Nursery  grounds  of  boulders. 

Seaver  Street.  —  Work  was  begun  early  in  the  season  on  the 
section  of  Seaver  street  between  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Maple 
street,  and  on  September  1  a  contract  was  made  with  H.  P.  Nawn 
for  the  grading  of  the  remaining  portion  of  the  improvement  of 
the  street.     The  work  is  now  in  progress. 

Miscellaneous.  — The  number  of  sheep  is  now  150.  In  the  fall 
90  were  sold. 

The  following  table  shows  some  of  the  principal  items  of  work 
completed  at  Frankliu  park.  It  is  not  a  complete  statement,  as 
much  of  the  work  done  cannot  be  classified. 
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Driveways  completec 

i 

81 

.     99,850  sq.  yd 

s.,  or  6^  miles. 

, 

Walks  completed 

.     58,220      ''          orSJ     " 

Ride  completed 

.     10,500      "          or    J  of  a  mUe. 

Gutters  paved 

.     20,099      " 

Curbstone  set 

9,000  lin.  ft. 

12-ii].  water-pipe  laid 

200       " 

6-in.  water-pipe  laid 

4,135       " 

4-in.  water-pipe  laid 

1,578       '' 

Hydrants 

8 

Drinking-fountains    . 

8 

Watering-trough  for  horses 

1 

2  ft.  9  in.  brick  drain 

706  lin.  ft. 

2  X  2  ft.  6  in.  brick  drain 

180       ' 

2-ft.  brick  drain 

859       ' 

18-in.  pipe  drain 

3,1^       ' 

15-in.  pipe  drain 

2,895       ' 

12-in.  pipe  drain 

2,023       ' 

10-in.  pipe  drain 

1,954       ' 

8-in.  pipe  drain 

9,625       ' 

6-in.  pipe  drain 

155       ' 

4-in.  pipe  drain 

190       ' 

4-in.  agricultural  tile  drain 

2,570       ' 

3-in.  agricultural  tile  drain 

3,520       ' 

2-in.  agricultural  tile  drain 

26,783       ' 

IJ-in.  agricultural  tile  drain 

26,771       ' 

Total  drains 

81,371  lin. 

ft. 

Manholes         .         .         .         . 

53 

Catch-basins  and  inlets   . 

157 

Culverts           .         .         .         . 

1 

Open  channel  for  brook    . 

2,300  lin.  ft. 

Gateways         •         .         .         • 

2 

Bridges             .         .         .         . 

3 

Boundary-wall 

4,468  lin.  ft. 

Buildings          .         .         .         . 

5 

Flag-staff         .         .         .         . 

1 

Area  of  ground  finis 

hed  . 

250  ac] 

res. 
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Franklin  Field. 

The  contract  for  excavating  the  drainage  ditch  aronnd  the 
northerly  and  easterly  sides  of  the  field  was  abandoned  by  the  con- 
tractor and  the  work  was  completed  by  a  force  employed  by  the  day. 
The  same  force  has  also  finished  the  construction  of  the  under- 
drains  and  catch-basins  in  the  meadow  land.  The  meadow  has  been 
cleared  of  trees,  stamps,  and  boulders,  and  the  old  ditches  filled. 
The  stone  removed  has  been  broken  and  piled  on  a  portion  of  the 
upland,  to  be  used  for  constructing  drives  and  walks.  The  meadow 
has  been  ploughed,  and  it  is  intended  that  the  ground  shall  be  cul- 
tivated during  the  coming  summer  and  seeded  to  grass  in  the  fall. 

A  small  area  of  the  upland  was  prepared  for  cricket-playing  by 
the  Boston  Cricket  Club,  at  its  own  expense,  and  was  considerably 
used  during  the  season. 

The  following  table  is  a  statement  of  the  work  done  for  the 
purpose  of  draining  the  meadow,  the  area  of  which  is  about  43 
acres: 


Drainage  ditch  . 

3,530  lin.  ft. 

2-ft.  brick  drain 

1,300       '* 

15-in.  pipe  drain 

977       " 

12-in.  pipe  drain 

976       " 

10-in.  pipe  drain 

1,501       " 

4-in.  agricultural  tile  drain 

185       " 

2-in.  agricultural  tile  drain 

6,969       " 

1  J-in.  agricultural  tile  drain 

44,028       "     . 

Total           .         .         .         . 

69,466  lin.  ft.,  or  11^^  nules. 

Manholes        .... 

6 

Catch-basins  . 

9 

Dorchester  Park. 
No  work  has  been  done  at  this  park  during  the  year.     A  topo- 
graphical survey  is  now  being  made  for  the  use  of  the  Landscape 
Architects  in  preparing  plans  for  laying  out  the  park. 
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Masine  Park. 

Filling  and  Grading,  —  The  filling  done  under  the  contract  with 
Perkins  &  White,  dated  September  10,  1890,  has  been  com- 
pleted. The  total  amount  deposited  was  404,691  cubic  yards,  at 
53  cents  per  cubic  yard.  The  regrading  of  the  shore  south  of 
Broadway,  under  the  contract  with  Perkins  &  White,  dated  April 
27,  1892,  has  been  finished,  at  a  cost  of  $10,246.95. 

Surfacing  Drive  and  Walks.  —  On  April  24  a  contract  was 
made  with  Perkins  <&  White  for  furnishing  paving-blocks  for  the 
drive  along  the  shore  between  Broadway  and  Sixth  street.  Under 
this  contract  60,256  were  delivered,  at  $41.25  per  thousand.  An- 
other contract  was  made  with  the  same  parties  on  May  17  for  fur- 
nishing crushed  stone.    This  work  is  nearly  completed. 

One  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-two  square  yards  of  gut- 
ters have  been  paved,  1,148  linear  feet  of  drains  laid,  and  nine 
catch-basins  built  for  draining  this  section.  The  portion  of  the 
wooden  pier  crossing  the  drive  is  now  being  removed,  and  the  drive 
will  be  finished  early  in  the  coming  season. 

In  June  the  Farragut  statue  was  erected  opposite  the  foot  of 
Broadway,  and  the  ground  around  it  put  in  order. 

A  plank-walk  fifteen  feet  wide  has  been  built  from  Broadway  to 
the  Castle-island  bridge,  and  the  electric  lamps  which  were  along 
the  shore  from  the  end  of  First  street  have  been  relocated  along 
this  walk. 

The  painting  of  the  iron  pier  has  been  finished. 

Castle  Island. 

All  of  the  old  buildings  on  the  island,  except  the  hospital  and 
the  building  formerly  occupied  by  the  commander  of  the  garrison, 
have  been  removed. 

A  water-pipe  has  been  laid  from  Q  street  across  the  upland  and 
flats  to  the  island  and  a  drinking-fountain  erected.  Provision  is 
also  made  for  another  fountain. 

A  shelter  tent  was  purchased,  and,  during  the  warm  weather, 
was  pitched  on  the  sloping  ground  east  of  the   fort. 
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Wood  Island  Park. 

Drainage,  —  On  July  3  a  contract  was  made  with  Burnett 
Bros,  for  constructing  drains  and  catch- basins  for  carrying  off 
the  surface-water  from  the  playground.  The  work  was  completed 
October  18,  at  a  cost  of  $3,045.18. 

Another  contract  was  made  with  Edward  F.  Brigham  on  Decem- 
ber 6  for  building  drains  to  convey  the  sewerage  from  the  build- 
ings.    This  work  is  nearly  finished. 

Orading.  —  On  October  2  a  contract  was  made  with  O'Connor 
&  White  for  doing  all  the  excavation  required  for  grading  on  the 
upland.     This  work  is  now  in  progress. 

Buildings.  —  Contracts  were  made  on  October  30  with  Charles 
H.  Dodge  for  building  the  Athletic  Field  House  at  the  boys' 
playground  and  with  Joseph  Ross  for  building  a  section  of  the 
bath-house.  These  buildings  will  be  completed  early  in  the 
season.  They  are  being  erected  under  the  direction  of  the  archi- 
tects, Messrs.  Sturgis  <&  Cabot. 

Charlesbank. 

Men's  Gfymnasium.  —  The  use  of  the  grounds  for  skating  was 
continued  until  February  15,  1893,  when  the  weather  became  so 
warm  that  ice  could  not  be  maintained.  The  total  attendance  to 
that  date,  during  the  skating  season,  was  17,143,  an  average  of 
745  per  day;  of  this  number,  5,118  attended  during  February. 

The  gymnasium  remained  closed  from  February  15  to  April  21, 
and  during  this  time  the  grounds  and  apparatus  were  put  Id 
thorough  repair.  Some  slight  changes  were  made  in  the  grounds, 
and  a  hydrant  was  placed  by  the  Water  Department  for  use  in 
sprinkling  the  cinder  track  and  for  flooding  the  grounds  in  winter. 

The  gymnasium  was  opened  for  the  season  on  April  21,  and 
from  May  22  to  November  1  it  was  open  evenings  until  9  o'clock. 
From  April  21  to  December  2  the  gymnasium  was  open  for 
gymnastic  and  athletic  exercises  180  days,  with  a  total  attendance 
of  154,907,  an  average  of  861  per  day. 

The  grounds  were  not  used  from  December  2  to  January  13, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


85 


when  they  were  opened  for  skating.  The  attendance  auring 
7  days  in  January,  the  only  days  when  ice  was  available  for  skat- 
ing, was  15,540,  an  average  of  2,270.  The  largest  attendance  on 
one  day  was  on  January  14,  when  5,166  were  admitted.  This  is 
the  largest  number  ever  admitted  to  the  grounds  in  one  day. 

There  were  four  accidents  during  the  year,  but  none  of  a  serious 
nature. 

Women* s  Gymnasium  and  Girls'  Playgivund.  —  These  were 
opened  on  May  15  and  closed  on  October  31.  They  were  in 
charge,  as  heretofore,  of  the  Massachusetts  Emergency  and  Hy- 
giene Association.  The  report  of  this  association  gives  all  matters 
of  interest  concerning  the  work  here.  During  the  warm  weather 
an  awning  was  stretched  over  the  framework  which  supports  the 
gynmastic  apparatus. 

Charlestown  Heights. 

The  grading  of  the  grounds  has  been  finished,  and  they  have 
been  planted  or  seeded;  granite  steps  have  been  built  where 
required  on  the  hillside  and  the  walks  have  been  surfaced. 

A  building  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public  is  now  being 
erected,  under  the  direction  of  the  architects,  Messrs.  Walker  & 
Kimball.  With  the  completion  of  this  building  this  park  will  be 
entirely  finished. 

Charlestown  Playground. 

Nothing  has  been  done  at  this  ground  dunng  the  year  except 
to  supemse  the  dumping  of  ashes  and  earth,  a  large  amount  of 
which  has  been  delivered  without  charge  to  the  Department. 

At  the  present  rate  of  filling  it  is  probable  that  the  entire  area 
will  be  filled  by  the  spring  of  1895. 

The  drains  which  formerly  discharged  into  the  old  mill-pond 
have  been  connected  with  a  new  sewer  in  Alford  street,  thus  abat- 
ing a  very  great  nuisance. 
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Miscellaneous. 

Surveys  tave  been  made  of  the  land  taken  for  a  park  at  t 
North  End,  and  a  plan,  showing  lines  and  grades  of  the  prese 
surface,  has  been  prepared  for  the  use  of  the  Landsca] 
Architects. 

Surveys  have  been  made  of  three  alternative  lines  for  a  pn 
posed  parkway  to  connect  the  Arboretum  and  Franklin  park  wit 
the  proposed  reservation  at  Muddy  pond  woods. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

William  Jackson, 

City  Engineer. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  MASSACHU- 
SETTS EMERGENCY  AND  HYGIENE  ASSOCIATION 
IN  CHARGE  OF  THE  WOMEN'S  GYMNASIUM  AT 
CHARLESBANK. 

Boston,  November  18,  1893. 
To  the  Park  Commissioners  : 

Gentlemen  :  In  presenting  to  you  this  oar  third  annual  re- 
port, we  trust  you  will  find  in  it  conclusive  proof  of  your  wisdom 
in  establishing  out-door  opportunities  for  health  and  recreation. 

With  your  permission  we  opened  the  women's  and  children's 
division  of  Charlesbank  May  15,  1893,  a  fortnight  earlier  than  in 
the  two  preceding  years.  The  attendance  at  once  justified  this 
experiment,  19,906  coming  in  two  weeks.  In  June  the  number 
admitted  was  29,024 ;  in  July,  39,294 ;  in  August,  28,258 ;  in  Sep- 
tember, 16,680;  in  October,  9,559 ;  a  total  of  142,721,  the  daily 
average,  including  Sundays  and  rainy  days,  being  840.  This  is 
an  increase  over  last  year  of  40,676,  though  the  attendance  the 
first  year  was  1,808  more  than  this  year. 

We  attribute  the  increase  in  numbers  very  largely  to  the  admis- 
sion of  baby  carriages,  which  has  enabled  mothers  to  bring  their 
infants  and  spend  long  hours  on  the  grass  with  their  sewing  and 
knitting.  No  trouble  has  been  experienced  either  from  this  inno- 
vation or  from  the  admission  of  boys  under  eight  years.  At  that 
age  they  are  admitted  to  the  men's  and  boys'  division  of  Charles- 
bank.  But  until  that  period  they  considered  themselves  unjustly 
treated  and  realized  that  they  were  not  wanted  anywhere.  The 
result  has  proved  that  they  are  unobjectionable,  and  now  that 
they  can  come  they  do  not  care  so  much  about  it,  unless  they  are 
sickly  or  have  charge  of  their  mothers'  babies.  Sundays  are  gen- 
erally very  quiet,  happy  days,  with  an  average  of  665  persons, 
who  read  and  sing,  lounge  and  talk,  in  pleasant  fashion.  Often 
some  member  of  the  committee  spends  part  of  the  day  at  Charles- 
bank  telling  stories  to  the  children.     On  holidays  the  crowd  flocks 
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to  the  Common  or  the  streets,  and  Char^esbank  is  quieter  even  than 
on  Sundays. 

The  sand-heaps  have  been  constantly  crowded  with  little  chil- 
dren, who  often  took  away  the  iron  shovels,  never  the  pails ;  but 
as  they  found  the  shovels  were  not  replaced  they  brought  their  own 
spoons  with  which  to  dig. 

The  committee  regard  the  success  in  the  management  of  such 
lai^e  numbers  of  people  as  due  to  the  self-control,  patience,  tact, 
and  lady-like  demeanor  of  the  superintendent,  Miss  Elizabeth 
McMartin,  and  her  assistants.  Miss  Mary  Mahoney  and  Miss  Rosa 
Doyle.  A  refining  influence  is  constantly  exerted  over  the  children, 
and  as  many  of  them  have  been  with  us  before,  we  now  see  very 
plainly  that  the  gymnasium  is  doing  a  moral  or  civilizing  work,  as 
well  as  a  physical  one.  They  gain  also  in  mental  training  through 
the  carefully  chosen  books  and  papers  with  which  they  are  pro- 
vided, and  through  the  kindergarten  training  by  which  Miss  Doyle 
keeps  them  obedient  and  interested  day  after  day.  The  members 
of  the  committee  have  taken  turns  in  visiting  Charlesbank,  and  in 
doing  whatever  seemed  best.  This  year  also  we  have  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  frequent  presence  of  Miss  E.  A.  Phelps,  who  is  the 
visiting  superintendent  of  the  playgrounds  in  the  city  school-yards, 
with  an  attendance  of  75,600  children,  which  are  under  the  care  of 
the  same  association,  Miss  Tower,  chairman. 

In  regard  to  class  instruction,  we  quote  Miss  McMartin's  own 
words:  "We  have  had  class  instruction  each  pleasant  day, 
beginning  June  26  and  continuing  until  the  opening  of  the  public 
schools,  September  6,  in  light  and  heavy  gymnastics,  the  girls 
showing  a  decided  preference  for  the  heavy  work.  Much  enthusi- 
asm was  aroused  over  team-races,  which  in  a  great  measure  took 
the  place  of  football  at  the  close  of  the  class.  Fully  135  girls 
have  left  their  suits  with  us.  We  began  with  a  class  of  eleven  and 
ended  with  thirty,  an  average  of  twenty-four.  Plainly  discernible 
was  the  superiority  of  the  kind  of  work  done  in  the  gymnasium 
over  last  season,  and  the  increased  regularity  of  attendance  of  a 
larger  number. 

"  No  serious  accidents  have  happened,  but  we  have  had  two  or 
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three  slight  scalp  wounds  and  the  same  number  of  cases  of  faint- 
ing. 

^'The  Jews,  Germans,  Russians,  and  Irish  came  in  large  num- 
bers, and  by  actual  count  it  has  been  found  that  fifty  per  cent,  of 
those  in  the  gymnasium  at  certain  times  have  been  colored,"  who 
require  more  discipline  than  others. 

In  closing  our  report  we  respectfully  urge  the  advantage  of 
using  the  upper  room  of  the  lodge  as  a  place  for  gymnastic  drill  in 
the  winter,  two  or  three  evenings  a  week  and  on  Saturdays  through- 
out the  day.  If  also  the  running  track  could  be  flooded  the 
children  could  skate  there  in  winter,  a  policeman  being  in  charge 
and  the  lodge  closed.  If,  moreover,  there  could  be  increased 
facilities  for  bathing  in  the  summer  after  active  gymnastic  exer- 
cises, the  gain  in  health  for  the  women  would  be  very  great. 

We  desire  also  to  express  our  thanks  for  their  cordial  assistance 
to  Mr.  E.  W.  Howe,  to  Sergeant  Murphy,  to  the  janitor,  Mr. 
Murphy,  and  to  the  various  policemen  who  have  been  assigned  to 
us,  and  to  the  Flower  Mission  and  friends  who  have  sent  us  flowers 
for  the  children. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Kate  Gannett  Wells, 
Ellen  M.  Tower, 
Anna  Phillips  Willlams, 
Margaret  Gibbens, 
D.  A.  Sargent, 
Charles  Frt, 

OommUtee. 
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STATUTES  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH  RELATING 
TO  PUBLIC  PARKS  IN  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

[Stat.  1893.  —  Chap.  126.] 

AN  ACT  IN  RELATION  TO  RAISING  THE  GRADE  AND  CHANG- 
ING THE  LOCATION  OF  THE  PROVIDENCE  DIVISION  OF 
THE   OLD   COLONY  RAILROAD  IN  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Section  1.  The  city  of  Boston,  by  its  park  commissioners, 
may  lay  oat  a  parkway,  and  the  board  of  street  commissioners  of 
said  city  may  lay  out  Mozart  street  and  Williams  street  as  high- 
ways, across  the  location  of  the  Providence  division  of  the  Old 
Colony  Railroad,  as  provided  by  the  report  of  the  commissioners 
appointed  by  the  superior  court  for  the  county  of  Suffolk  to  con- 
sider the  abolition  of  the  grade  crossings  of  Tremont  street  and 
the  Boston  and  Providence  division  of  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  in 
the  city  of  Boston,  acting  under  said  appointment  and  under 
chapter  four  hundred  and  thirty-three  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-two.  The  acceptance  of  the  report 
of  said  commissioners  by  the  superior  court  for  the  county  of  Suf- 
folk, or  any  justice  thereof,  shall  be  a  taking  of  the  land  therein 
required  to  be  taken  for  railroad  and  highway  purposes,  as  therein 
specified,  and  damages  shall  be  assessed  and  recovered  therefor  as 
provided  by  chapter  four  hundred  and  twenty-eight  of  the  acts  of 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety.  The  Old  Colony  Railroad 
Company  shall  raise  the  Providence  division  of  its  railroad  in  the 
city  of  Boston,  and  make  all  the  changes  therein  and  of  the  streets 
crossed  thereby  which  are  prescribed  and  required  to  be  made  by 
the  report  and  decision  of  said  commissioners,  and  shall  primarily 
pay  all  the  expenses  thereof,  including  damages  occasioned  by 
taking  land  for  and  by  alteration  or  construction  of  highways,  as 
required  by  said  report  and  decision. 

Sect.  2.  The  court  shall  appoint  some  proper  person,  who  may 
be  an  inhabitant  of  Boston,  as  auditor,  who  shall  from  time  to 
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time  audit  and  make  report  to  the  court  of  the  expenses  incurred 
by  the  railroad  company  in  carrying  out  said  decision  of  the  com- 
missioners, which  reports  when  accepted  by  the  court  shall  be 
final ;  and  said  court  shall  from  time  to  time,  upon  said  reports, 
issue  its  decrees  for  payments  by  the  treasurer  and  receiver-general 
of  the  Commonwealth  to  the  railroad  company  of  ite  proportion  of 
said  expenses,  as  fixed  and  required  to  be  paid  by  chapter  four 
hundred  and  thirty-three  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  ninety-two.  The  compensation  of  the  commissioners  and  the 
expenses  incurred  in  surveying,  engineering  and  other  matters  un- 
der their  direction,  to  enable  them  to  make  their  said  report,  as 
well  as  the  compensation  of  the  auditor,  shall  be  a  part  of  the 
expenses  of  raising  the  railroad  as  required  by  said  chapter  and 
by  this  act,  and  be  primarily  paid  by  the  railroad  company. 

Sect.  3.     This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

[Approved  March  27,  1893.] 


[Stat.  1893  —  Chap.  211.] 

AN  ACT  IN  RELATION  TO  THE  ISSUE  OF  BONDS  AND  CERr- 
TIFICATES  FOR  PARK  PURPOSES  BY  THE  CITY  OF 
BOSTON. 

Section  1.  Section  two  of  chapter  three  hundred  and  one  of 
the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-one  is  hereby 
amended  by  striking  out  in  the  last  four  lines  thereof,  the  following 
words  "  nor  shall  said  city  treasurer  issue  in  any  one  year,  of  the 
aforesaid  bonds  and  certificates,  a  greater  amount  than  seven  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,"  so  as  to  read  as  follows :  —  Section  2.  Said 
treasurer  shall,  when  authorized  by  said  city  as  hereinbefore  pro- 
vided, from  time  to  time,  when  requested  as  aforesaid,  issue  and 
sell  said  bonds  and  certificates  to  the  amount  requested,  retain  the 
proceeds  thereof  in  the  treasury  of  said  city  and  pay  therefrom 
the  expenses  incurred  for  the  purposes  aforesaid ;  provided^  hoiv- 
ever,  that  said  board  shall  not  purchase  or  take,  to  be  paid  for 
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from  the  proceeds  aforesaid,  lands  exceeding  in  valae,  as  assessed 
for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety,  one  million  dollars. 

Sect.  2.     This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

[Approved  April  18,  1893.] 


[Stat.  1893  — Chap.  226.] 

AN  ACT  TO  AUTHORIZE  CITIES  AND  TOWNS  TO  ESTABLISH 
AND  MAINTAIN  PUBLIC  PLAYGROUNDS. 

Section  1.  Any  city  or  town  in  the  Commonwealth  is  hereby 
authorized  to  take  land  and  rights  in  land,  in  fee  or  otherwise, 
within  its  limits,  by  gift,  purchase,  eminent  domain  or  otherwise, 
or  to  hire  or  lease  the  same  for  such  period  and  at  such  annual 
rental  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  and  to  hold,  preserve  and  maintain 
such  land  as  public  playgrounds :  providedy  however,  that  no  land 
shall  be  purchased,  taken  or  hired  for  this  purpose  until  cfti  appro- 
priation sufficient  to  cover  the  estimated  expense  thereof  shall,  in 
a  city,  have  been  made  by  the  city  council,  or  in  a  town,  by  a 
legal  town  meeting.  When  a  park  commission  constituted  under 
the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  exists,  or  is  hereafter  established, 
in  a  city  or  town,  the  powers  and  duties  granted  or  imposed  by  this 
act  and  other  acts  hereafter  passed  with  reference  to  public  play- 
grounds shall  be  exercised  through  such  park  commission. 

Sect.  2.  The  city  or  town,  or  its  park  commissioners,  if  any, 
shall  estimate  and  determine  as  near  as  may  be  all  damages  sus- 
tained by  any  person  or  corporation  by  the  taking  of  land  or 
by  other  acts  in  execution  of  the  powers  herein  granted;  but 
any  party  aggrieved  by  such  determination  may  have  the  damages 
iissessed  in  the  manner  provided  by  law  with  respect  to  damages 
sustained  by  reason  of  the  laying  out  of  ways.  If  upon  trial 
damages  shall  be  increased  beyond  the  award  the  party  shall  re- 
cover costs ;  otherwise  he  shall  pay  costs ;  and  costs  shall  be  taxed 
as  in  civO  cases.  Within  sixty  days  after  the  taking  of  any  land 
under  this  act,  the  city  or  town,  or  park  commission,  as  the  case 
may  be,  shall  file  and  cause  to  be  recorded  in  the  proper  registry 
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of  deeds  a  description  thereof  sufflciontly  accarate  for  identifica- 
tion, with  a  statement  of  the  purpose  for  which  the  same  was 
taken ;  and  no  suit  for  damages  shall  be  brought  after  the  expira- 
tion of  two  years  from  the  date  of  such  recording. 

Sect.  3.  Any  town  or  city,  except  the  city  of  Boston,  in  order 
to  meet  the  expense  of  acquu'ing  land  for  the  purposes  of  this  act, 
may  incur  mdebtedness  beyond  the  limit  of  indebtedness  fixed  by 
law,  and  may  issue  bonds,  notes,  or  scrip  therefor.  But  the  in- 
debtedness so  incurred  beyond  the  debt  limit  shall  not  exceed  one- 
half  of  one  per  cent,  of  the  assessed  valuation  of  said  town  or 
city.  The  securities  so  issued  shall  be  payable  within  thirty  years 
from  the  date  thereof,  and  it  shall  not  be  necessary  to  establish  a 
sinking  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  same  unless  the  town  or  city 
shall  so  vote.  The  provisions  of  chapter  twenty-nine  of  the  Public 
Statutes  and  of  acts  in  amendment  thereof  and  addition  thereto 
shall,  except  as  herein  otherwise  provided,  apply  to  the  indebted- 
ness hereby  authorized  and  the  securities  issued  hereunder. 

Sect.  4.     This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

[Approved  April  19,  1893.] 


[Stat.  1898  —  Chap.  268.] 

AN  ACT  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON  TO  REFUND 
OR  ABATE  A  PORTION  OF  ITS  BETTERMENTS  ASSESSED 
FOR  THE  EXTENSION  OF  THE   MARINE  PARK. 

Section  1.  The  city  of  Boston  may,  by  concurrent  vote  of  the 
city  council,  at  any  time  within  two  years  from  the  passage  of  this 
act,  refund  or  abate  any  portion,  not  exceeding  ninety  per  centum, 
of  the  sums  assessed  for  betterments  on  account  of  the  extension 
of  the  Marine  park  in  said  city,  along  the  shore  of  Dorchester  bay. 
Any  sum  so  refunded  shall  be  paid  by  the  city  treasurer  to  the 
persons  to  whom  said  betterments  are  assessed,  or  their  legal  rep- 
resentative. 

Sect.  2.     This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

[Approved  April  24,  1893.] 
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[Stat.  1893  —  Chap.  282.] 

AN  ACT   TO   PROVIDE  FOR  A    PUBLIC  PARK    IN  WARDS    SIX 
AND  SEVEN  OF  THE  CITY  OF   BOSTON. 

Section  1.  The  board  of  park  commissioners  of  the  city  of 
Boston  may  take  in  fee,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  within  the  limits 
of  the  present  wards  six  and  SjBven  of  said  city,  lands  of  an 
assessed  value  not  exceeding  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  for 
a  park  or  playground ;  shall  prepare  the  same  for  public  use  and 
have  the  charge  thereof  as  of  the  other  public  parks  of  said 
city. 

Sect.  2.  Said  board  shall,  within  sixty  days  from  the  time 
that  it  shall  take  any  land  under  this  act,  under  the  right  of  emi- 
nent domain,  cause  to  be  recorded  in  the  oflSce  of  the  register  of 
deeds  for  the  county  of  Suffolk  a  description  of  the  land  so  taken, 
as  certain  as  is  required  in  a  common  conveyance  of  land,  with  a 
statement  that  the  same  was  taken  under  the  authority  of  this  act ; 
said  description  and  statement  to  be  signed  by  said  board. 

Sect.  3.  The  fee  of  the  lands  so  taken  shall  vest  in  said  city, 
and  said  city  shall  pay  all  damages  sustained  by  any  person  in  his 
property  by  any  taking  as  aforesaid,  the  same  to  be  agreed  upon 
by  said  board  and  the  person  damaged,  and  if  they  cannot  agree 
thereon  said  damages  shall  be  assessed  by  a  jury  of  the  superior 
court,  on  petition  of  said  board  or  person,  in  the  same  manner 
and  under  the  same  rules  as  damages  for  property  taken  in  laying 
out  highways  in  said  city  are  determined. 

Sect.  4.  The  city  treasurer  of  said  city,  to  pay  for  the  lands 
taken  as  aforesaid,  shall  from  time  to  time  on  the  request  of 
said  board,  approved  by  the  mayor,  issue  and  sell  notes,  bonds  or 
scrip  of  the  city  to  such  an  amount  as  said  board  shall  state  that 
it  deems  necessary  to  pay  for  such  lands,  with  a  further  amount, 
not  exceeding  fifty  thousand  dollars,  the  proceeds  of  the  latter 
amount  to  be  used  to  meet  the  expenses  of  preparing  said  lands 
for  public  use ;  provided^  however^  that  he  shall  pay  over  to  the 
board  of  commissioners  of  sinking  funds  of  said  city  any  pre- 
miums received  by  him  in  the  sale  of  such  bonds,  notes  or  scrip, 
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and  said  commissioners  shall  place  all  amounts  so  paid  by  said 
treasurer  in  a  sinking  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  loan  hereby  au- 
thorized. 

Sect.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  acceptance  by  the 
city  council  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

[Approved  May  2,  1893.] 


/ 


[Stat.  1893  —  Chap.  800.] 

AN  ACT  RELATIVE  TO  THE   LAYING  OUT  OF   PUBLIC  PARKS 
BY  TOWNS   AND   CITIES. 

Section  1.  Any  board  of  park  commissioners  constituted  un- 
der the  authority  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  of  the  acts 
of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-two  as  amended  by  chap- 
ter two  hundred  and  forty  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  ninety,  or  of  any  special  acts,  shall  have  power  to  connect  any 
public  park,  boulevard  or  driveway  under  its  control,  with  any 
part  of  any  city  or  town  in  this  Commonwealth  wherein  it  has  juris- 
diction, by  selecting  and  taking  any  connecting  street  or  streets, 
or  part  thereof,  leading  to  such  park,  and  shall  also  have  power  to 
accept  and  add  to  any  such  park  any  street  or  part  thereof  which 
adjoins  and  runs  parallel  with  any  boundary  line  of  the  same ;  pro- 
vided^ that  the  consent  of  the  public  authorities  having  control  of 
any  such  street  or  streets  so  far  as  selected  and  taken,  and  also 
the  consent  in  writing  of  the  owners  of  a  majority  of  the  frontage 
of  the  lots  and  lands  abutting  on  such  street  or  streets  so  far  as 
taken,  shall  be  first  obtained. 

Sect.  2.  Such  board  of  park  commissioners,  or  such  public 
authorities  as  are  by  law  authorized  to  levy  taxes  or  assessments 
for  the  maintenance  of  such  parks,  shall  have  power  to  improve 
such  street  or  streets  as  they  may  deem  best,  and  for  that  purpose 
they  are  hereby  authorized  to  pay  for  the  improvement  thereof, 
and  from  time  to  time  to  levy  or  cause  to  be  levied  and  collected  a 
special  tax  or  assessment  on  contiguous  property  abutting  upon 
such  streets  so  improved,  for  a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  one- 
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half  the  estimated  cost  of  such  first  improvement  or  improvements, 
aa  shall  be  ordered  and  estimated  by  such  board  of  park  commis- 
sioners, bat  not  for  any  subsequent  repairs  tliercof ;  and  to  that 
end  sach  board  or  public  authorities  shall  have  all  the  power  and 
authority  now  or  hereafter  granted  to  them  respectively,  relative  to 
the  levy,  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes  or  assessments  for  cor- 
porate purposes.  And  such  special  taxes  or  assessments  as  are 
hereby  authorized  may  be  divided  into  not  exceeding  four  annual 
instalments,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum 
from  the  date  of  confirmation  until  paid.  And  the  said  assessments 
or  instalments  thereof  shaU  be  collected  and  enforced  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for  the  collection  and  enforcement 
of  other  taxes  or  assessments  for  or  on  account  of  such  bodies  or 
boards,  so  far  as  the  same  are  applicable. 

Sect.  3.  Such  boards  of  park  commissioners  shall  have  the 
same  power  and  control  over  the  streets  or  parts  of  streets  taken 
under  this  act  as  are  or  may  be  by  law  vested  in  them  concerning 
the  parks,  boulevards  or  driveways  under  their  control. 

Sect.  4.  In  case  any  such  streets  or  parts  thereof  shall  pass 
from  the  control  of  any  such  park  board,  the  power  and  authority 
over  the  same  granted  or  authorized  by  this  act  shall  revert  to  the 
proper  corporate  authorities  of  such  city  or  town,  respectively,  as 
aforesaid. 

Sect.  5.  Any  city  or  town  shall  have  full  power  and  authority 
to  invest  any  of  such  park  boards  with  the  right  to  control,  improve 
and  maintain  any  of  the  streets  of  such  city  or  town,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sect.  6.  The  provisions  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-four 
of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-two,  so  far  as 
the  same  relate  to  the  number  and  manner  of  appointment  of  p:irk 
commissioners,  shall  apply  to  all  cities  in  which  park  commissions 
have  been  established  by  special  law.  In  towns  and  cities  having 
boards  of  park  commissioners  said  boards  shall  have  charge  of  all 
public  pleasure  grounds  and  of  the  planting  and  care  of  trees  and 
shrubs  in  the  public  highways  and  about  public  buildings. 

[Approved  May  3,  1893.] 
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[Stat.  1893  — Chap.  331.] 

AN  ACT  RELATIVE  TO  LEASING  OPEN  SPACES  FOR  GARDENS 
AND  PLAYGROUNDS  BY  CITIES  AND  TOWNS. 

Whenever  in  any  city  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  in  any  town 
of  the  metropolitan  parks  district,  tenement  dwellings  are  built 
about  or  contiguous  to  open  spaces,  which  the  owners  may  desire 
to  keep  open  for  garden  and  playground  purposes,  said  spaces, 
upon  the  approval  of  the  board  of  park  commissioners,  if  any, 
and  of  the  board  of  health  of  said  city  or  town,  or,  in  a  city  or 
town  in  the  metropolitan  parks  district  having  no  park  commission, 
upon  the  approval  of  the  local  board  of  health  and  the  metropoli- 
tan park  commission,  may  be  leased  at  a  nominal  rental,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  taxes  on  said  open  spaces,  for  a  term  of  not  exceeding 
fifteen  years,  subject  to  renewal  by  such  city  or  town,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  a  neighborhood  playground ;  but  the  care  and  control  of 
said  spaces  shall  continue  to  remain  with  the  proprietors  of  such 
dwellings,  under  the  supervision  of  the  park  commissions  of  cities 
and  towns  where  such  commissions  exist,  and  where  they  do  not 
exist,  under  the  supervision  of  the  board  of  selectmen. 

[Approved  May  5,  1893.] 


[Stat.  1893  —  Chap.  407.] 

AN  ACT  TO  ESTABLISH  A  METROPOLITAN  PARK  COMMISSION. 

Section  1 .  The  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  council,  shall  appoint  five  persons,  who  shall  constitute  a 
board  to  be  known  as  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission.  The 
members  of  this  board  shall  hold  office  respectively  for  the  term 
of  one  year,  two  years,  fhree  years,  four  years  and  five  years, 
beginning  with  the  first  Monday  in  May  in  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  ninety-three,  and  annually  thereafter  the  governor  shall 
appoint  as  aforesaid  one  such  commissioner,  to  hold  ofiSce  for  the 
term  of  five  years,  beginning  with  the  first  Monday  in  May  in  the 
year  of  his  appointment ;  and  if  any  vacancy  occurs  in  said  board 
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by  resigDation  or  otherwise  the  governor  shall  in  like  mannor 
appoiQt  a  commissioner  for  the  residue  of  the  term  in  which  the 
vacancy  occurs,  and  may  also  remove  any  commissioner.  The 
members  of  said  board  shall  serve  without  compensation,  but 
their  travelling  and  other  necessary  expenses  shall  be  allowed  and 
paid ;  and  no  person  employed  by  the  board  shall  be  a  member 
thereof. 

Sect.  2.  Said  board  shall  annually  choose  one  of  its  members 
chairman,  and  may  from  time  to  time  appoint  a  clerk  or  secre- 
tary, and  such  other  employees  as  it  deems  necessary  to  carry  out 
the  purposes  of  this  act ;  it  may  determine  the  duties  and  compen- 
sation of  such  appointees,  remove  the  same  at  pleasure,  and  make 
all  reasonable  rules  and  regulations.  Said  board  shall  have  a 
suitable  office,  where  its  maps,  plans,  documents,  records  and 
accounts  shall  be  kept,  subject  to  public  inspection  at  such  times 
as  the  board  may  determine.  On  or  before  the  second  Wednes- 
day in  December  in  each  year  said  board  shall  make  a  report  of 
its  proceedings  to  the  general  court,  together  with  a  full  statement 
of  its  receipts  and  disbursements.  Said  report  shall  be  numbered 
as  one  of  the  series  of  public  documents  and  four  thousand  copies 
thereof  shall  be  printed  annually. 

Sect.  3.  The  jurisdiction  and  powers  of  said  board  shall 
extend  to  and  may  be  exercised  in  the  cities  of  Boston,  Cam- 
bridge, Chelsea,  Everett,  Lynn,  Maiden,  Medford,  Newton, 
Quincy,  Somerville,  Waltham,  and  Wobura,  and  in  the  towns  of 
Arlington,  Belmont,  Braintree,  Brookline,  Canton,  Dedham, 
Dover,  Hingham,  Hull,  Hyde  Park,  Melrose,  Milton,  Nahant, 
Needham,  Revere,  Saugus,  Stoneham,  Swampscot,  Wakefield, 
Watertown,  Wellesley,  Weston,  Weymouth,  Winchester,  and 
Winthrop;  which  cities  and  towns  shall  constitute  the  Metro- 
politan Park  District. 

Sect.  4.  Said  board  shall  have  power  to  acquire,  maintain 
and  make  available  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  district  open  spaces 
for  exercise  and  recreation  ;  and  to  this  end,  acting  so  far  as  may 
be  in  consultation  with  the  proper  local  boards,  shall  be  authorized 
to  take,  in  fee  or  otherwise,  in  the  name  and  for  the  benefit  of  the 
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C'> in Ttion wealth,  by  purchase,  gift,  devise  or  eminent  domain, 
lands  and  rights  in  land  for  public  open  spaces  within  said  dis- 
trict, or  to  take  bonds  for  the  conveyance  thereof ;  and  to  preserve 
and  care  for  such  public  reservations,  and  also,  in  the  discretion 
of  said  board  and  upon  such  terms  sn  it  may  approve,  such  other 
open  spaces  within  said  district  as  may  be  intrusted,  given,  or  de- 
vised to  said  board  or  to  the  Commonwealth,  by  the  United  States, 
or  by  cities,  towns,  corporations  or  individuals,  for  the  general 
purposes  of  this  act,  or  for  any  one  or  more  of  such  purposes  as 
the  donor  may  designate ;  provided^  however ^  that  no  private  prop- 
erty taken  for  the  purpose  of  this  act  shall  be  taken  under  the  right 
of  eminent  domain  without  the  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  the 
board  and  of  the  board  of  park  commissioners,  if  any,  of  the  city 
or  town  in  which  such  property  is  situated ;  provided^  furtJier,  that 
no  land  shall  be  taken  by  the  right  of  eminent  domain  in  that  part 
of  the  city  of  Medford  known  as  the  Middlesex  Fells,  southerly  of 
a  line  drawn  from  the  southerly  base  of  Pine  hill,  northwesterly 
through  the  southern  end  of  the  dam  of  the  south  reservoir  of  the 
town  of  "Winchester  and  extended  to  the  western  boundary  of 
said  fells,  so-called;  nor  southerly  of  a  line  drawn  from  said 
southerly  base  of  Pine  hill,  east  to  the  eastern  boundary  of  said 
fells ;  provided^  further j  that  said  board  shall  not  take  by  purchase 
or  right  of  eminent  domain,  under  this  act,  any  land  or  other 
property  to  an  amount  exceeding  in  value  in  the  aggregate,  with 
land  or  other  property  previously  taken  by  purchase  or  eminent 
domain  hereunder,  ninety  per  centum  of  the  total  amount  appro- 
priated by  the  legislature  or  contributed  by  individuals  or  corpo- 
rations for  that  purpose ;  provided,  further,  that  nothing  in  this  act 
shall  be  construed  to  limit  existing  rights  of  any  city  or  town  in 
relation  to  water  supply  purposes,  or  in  any  way  obstruct  their 
taking  advantage  of  such  rights.  In  furtherance  of  the  powers 
herein  granted,  said  board  may  employ  a  suitable  police  force, 
make  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  and  use  of  the 
public  reservations  under  their  care,  and  for  breaches  thereof  affix 
penalties  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars  for  one  offence,  to  be  im- 
posed by  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction ;  and  in  general  may 
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do  all  acts  needf al  for  the  proper  execution  of  the  powers  and 
duties  granted  to  and  imposed  upon  said  board  by  the  terms  of 
this  act.  Said  board  shall  also  have  power  to  expend  such  funds, 
whether  principal  or  income,  as  may  be  given  in  tmst,  as  provided 
for  in  section  5. 

Sect.  5.  The  treasurer  and  receiver  general  of  the  Common- 
wealth is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  with  the  approval  of 
the  governor  and  council,  to  receive  and  hold  in  trust  for  the  Com- 
monwealth, exempt  from  taxation,  i^ny  grant  or  devise  of  lands  or 
rights  in  land,  and  any  gift  or  bequest  of  money  or  other  personal 
property,  made  for  the  purposes  of  this  act,  and  shall  preserve  and 
invest  the  proceeds  thereof  in  notes  or  bonds  secured  by  good  and 
sufficient  mortgage  or  other  securities.  Said  trust  property  shall 
be  known  as  the  Metropolitan  Parks  Trust  Fund,  and  shall  be  used 
and  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  metropolitan  park  com- 
mission and  subject  to  its  orders. 

Sect.  6.  Any  city  or  town  within  said  district,  or  any  local 
board  of  such  city  or  town,  with  the  latter's  consent,  is  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  transfer  the  care  and  control  of  any 
open  space  owned  or  controlled  by  it  to  the  metropolitan  park 
oommission,  upon  such  terms  and  for  such  period  as  may  be 
mutually  agreed  upon ;  or  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  said  com- 
mission for  the  joint  care  or  preservation  of  open  spaces  within  or 
adjacent  to  such  city  or  town ;  and  the  metropolitan  park  com- 
mission may  in  like  manner  transfer  the  care  and  control  of  any 
open  space  controlled  by  it  to  any  local  board  of  a  city  or  town 
within  the  said  district,  with  the  consent  of  such  city  or  town, 
and  upon  such  terms  and  for  such  period  as  may  be  mutually 
agreed  upon. 

Sect.  7.  Said  board  shall  estimate  and  determine  as  near  as 
may  be  all  damages  sustained  by  any  person  or  corporation  by  the 
taking  of  land,  or  any  right  therein,  under  this  act ;  but  any  one 
aggrieved  by  such  determination  of  the  board  may  have  such  dam- 
ages assessed  by  a  jury  of  the  superior  court,  in  the  same  manner 
as  is  provided  by  law  with  respect  to  damages  sustained  by  reason 
of  the  laying  out  of  ways.     If  upon  trial  damages  are  increasc^d 
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beyond  the  award  of  the  board  the  aggrieved  party  shall  recover 
costs,  otherwise  such  party  shall  pay  costs ;  and  coats  shall  be 
taxed  as  in  civil  cases ;  but  no  suit  for  such  damages  shall  be 
brought  after  the  expiration  of  two  years  from  the  date  of  the  re- 
cording of  the  taking,  as  required  by  the  following  section. 

Sect.  8.  Within  sixty  days  after  any  land,  or  right  therein,  is 
acquired  or  taken  under  this  act,  the  board  shall  file  and  cause  to 
be  recorded  in  the  proper  registry  of  deeds,  a  description  thereof 
sufficiently  accurate  for  its  identification,  with  a  statement  of  the 
purpose  for  which  the  same  is  acquired  or  taken,  which  description 
shall  be  signed  by  .a  majority  of  said  board. 

Sect.  9.  To  meet  the  expenses  incurred  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act  the  treasurer  and  receiver  general  shall  with  the 
approval  of  the  governor  and  council,  issue  script  or  certificates  of 
debt  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth  and  under  its 
seal,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  one  million  dollars,  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  forty  years.  Said  scrip  or  certificates  of  debt  shall 
be  issued  as  registered  bonds  or  with  interest  coupons  attached, 
and  shall  bear  interest  not  exceeding  four  per  cent,  per  annum, 
payable  semi-annually  on  the  first  days  of  January  and  July  in 
each  year.  Such  scrip  or  certificates  of  debt  shall  be  designated 
on  the  face  as  the  Metropolitan  Parks  Loan ;  shall  be  counter- 
signed by  the  governor,  and  shall  be  deemed  a  pledge  of  the  faith 
and  credit  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  principal  and  interest 
shall  be  paid  at  the  times  specified  therein  in  gold  coin  of  the 
United  States ;  and  said  scrip  or  certificates  of  debt  shall  be  sold 
and  disposed  of  at  public  auction  or  in  such  other  mode  and  at 
such  times  and  prices,  and  in  such  amounts  and  at  such  rates  of 
interest,  not  exceeding  the  rate  above  specified,  as  the  governor 
and  council  shall  deem  best.  The  treasurer  and  receiver  general 
shall,  on  issuing  any  of  said  scrip  or  certificates  of  debt,  establish 
a  sinking  fund,  and  apportion  an  amount  to  be  paid  thereto  each 
year  sufficient  with  its  accumulations  to  extinguish  the  debt  at 
maturity.  Any  premium  realized  on  the  sale  of  said  scrip  or  cer- 
tificates of  debt  shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  Interest  on 
said  loan  as  it  accrues. 
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Sect.  10.  The  supreme  judicial  court  sitting  in  equity  shall,  on 
the  application  of  said  board  and  after  notice  to  each  of  the 
cities  and  towns  hereinbefore  named,  appoint  three  commission- 
ers, who  shall  not  be  residents  of  such  cities  or  towns,  who  shall, 
after  due  notice  and  hearing,  and  in  such  manner  as  they  shall 
deem  just  and  equitable,  determine  the  proportion  in  which  each  of 
such  cities  and  towns  shall  annually  pay  money  into  the  treasury  of 
the  CJommonwealth,  for  the  term  of  five  years  next  following  the 
year  of  the  first  issue  of  said  scrip  or  certificates,  to  meet  the  in- 
terest and  sinking  fund  requirements  for  each  of  said  years,  as 
estimated  by  the  treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  preservation  and  necessary  care  of  said  public  reserva- 
tions, as  estimated  by  said  board  and  certified  to  said  treasurer, 
and  any  deficiency  in  the  amount  previously  paid  in  as  found  by  said 
treasurer,  and  shall  return  their  award  into  said  court ;  and  when 
said  award  shall  have  been  accepted  by  said  court  the  same  shall 
be  a  final  and  conclusive  adjudication  of  all  matters  herein  referred 
to  said  commissioners  and  shall  be  binding  on  all  parties.  Said 
commissioners  shall  fix  and  return  the  proportion  to  be  paid  by 
the  city  of  Boston  for  the  first  period  of  five  years,  at  fifty  per 
cent,  of  the  whole.  Before  the  expiration  of  said  term  of  five 
years,  and  every  five  years  thereafter,  three  commissioners,  who 
shall  not  be  residents  of  any  of  the  cities  or  towns  constituting  the 
metropolitan  parks  district,  shall  again  be  appointed  as  aforesaid, 
who  shall  in  such  manner  as  they  deem  just  and  equitable  deter- 
mine the  proportion  in  which  each  of  said  cities  and  towns  shall 
annually  pay  money  into  the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth  as 
aforesaid,  for  the  next  succeeding  term  of  five  years,  together 
with  any  deficiency  in  the  amount  previously  paid  in,  as  found  by 
said  treasurer,  and  shall  return  their  award  into  said  court ;  and 
when  said  award  shall  have  been  accepted  by  said  court  the  same 
BhaU  be  a  final  and  conclusive  adjudication  of  all  matters  herein  re- 
fenced  to  said  commissioners,  and  shall  be  binding  on  all  parties : 
provided^  that  no  assessment  shall  be  levied  for  the  purposes  of 
this  act  in  any  one  year,  upon  any  city  or  town  in  excess  of  a  sum 
equal  to  one- half  mill  on  the  dollar  of  the  valuation  thereof. 
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Sect.  11.  The  metropolitan  park  oommlBsion  shall  annnally 
estimate  the  expenses  of  preservation  and  necessary  care  of  said 
public  reservations  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  certify  the  same  to 
the  treasurer,  who  shall  apportion  said  expenses  in  the  manner 
provided  in  the  following  section ;  provided,  however,  that  such 
expenses  shaU  not  exceed  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  during 
the  first  year,  nor  exceed  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  dur- 
ing any  succeeding  year. 

Sect.  12.  The  amount  of  money  required  each  year  from  each 
city  and  town  of  the  metropolitan  parks  district  to  meet  the  in- 
terest, sinking  fund  requirement  a'nd  expenses  aforesaid  for  each 
year,  and  deficiency  if  any,  shall  be  estimated  by  the  treasurer  of 
the  Commonwealth  in  accordance  with  the  proportion  deter- 
mined as  aforesaid,  and  shall  be  included  in  and  made  a  part 
of  the  sum  charged  to  such  city  or  town,  and  be  assessed  upon 
it  in  the  apportionment  and  assessment  of  its  annual  state  tax ; 
and  said  treasurer  shall  in  each  year  notify  each  city  and  town  of 
the  amount  of  such  assessment,  and  the  same  shall  be  paid  by  the 
city  or  town  into  the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth  at  the  time  re- 
quired for  the  payment  and  as  a  part  of  its  State  tax. 

Sect.  13.  The  supreme  judicial  court  shall  have  jurisdiction  in 
equity  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  shall  fix  and  de- 
termine the  compensation  of  all  commissioners  appointed  by  said 
court  under  the  provisions  hereof. 

Sect.  14.     This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

[Approved  June  3,  1893.] 


[Stat.  1893  —  Chap.  416.] 

AN  ACT  RELATING  TO  AN  ACT  RELATIVE  TO  THE  LAYING 
OUT  OF  PUBLIC  PARKS  BY  TOWNS  AND  CITIES. 

Section  1.  Section  six  of  chapter  three  hundred  of  the  acts  of 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-three,  being  an  act  relative  to 
the  laying  out  of  public  parks  by  towns  and  cities,  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  2.     This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

[Approved  June  3,  1893.] 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


105 


[Stat.  1898  —  Chap.  436.] 

AN  ACT  IN  RELATION  TO  THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  A  SEA 
WALL  AND  THE  EXTENSION  OF  THE  CHARLES-RIVER 
EMBANKMENT  BY  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

SEcnoN  1.  Section  one  of  chapter  three  hundred  and  forty- 
four  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-one  is 
hereby  amended  by  inserting  at  the  end  of  said  section  the  words  :  — 
to  a  point  one  hundred  feet  or  less  distant  from  said  sea  wall  in 
the  rear  of  Beacon  street ;  thence  by  a  line  parallel  with  said  wall 
to  the  westerly  line  of  the  public  park  of  said  city,  known  as  the 
Back  Bay  Fens,  extended  to  intersect  said  line  parallel  with  said 
seawall, — so  as  to  read  as  follows:  —  Section  1.  The  city  of 
Boston  may,  by  its  board  of  park  commissioners,  build  a  sea  wall 
on  the  Boston  side  of  the  Charles  river  from  the  sea  wall  of  its 
present  park,  situated  between  Craigie's  bridge  and  West  Boston 
bridge,  to  the  sea  wall  of  said  river  in  the  rear  of  Beacon  street 
in  said  city,  on  or  within  the  following  lines :  Beginning  at  a  point 
in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  stone  wall  of  the  Charles-river  em- 
bankment, or  Charlesbank,  thence  running  southerly  by  a  straight 
line  to  a  point  in  Charles  river  three  hundred  feet  distant  westerly 
from  the  harbor  commissioners'  line,  measuring  on  a  line  perpen- 
dicular to  the  said  commissioners'  line  at  its  intersection  with  the 
southerly  line  of  Mount  Vernon  street ;  thence  continuing  south- 
erly and  westerly  from  the  aforesaid  perpendicular  line,  on  such 
lines  curved  southerly  and  westerly  from  the  aforesaid  straight 
line,  as  said  board  of  harbor  and  land  commissioners  shall  ap- 
prove,  to  a  point  one  hundred  feet  or  less  distant  from  said  sea 
wall  in  the  rear  of  Beacon  street ;  thence  by  a  line  parallel  with 
said  wall  to  the  westerly  line  of  the  public  park  of  said  city, 
known  as  the  Back  Bay  Fens,  extended  to  intersect  said  line  par- 
allel with  said  sea  waU. 

Sect.  2.  Section  five  of  chapter  three  hundred  and  forty-four 
of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-one  is  hereby 
amended  by  inserting  at  the  end  of  said  section  the  words :  — 
and  the  said  city  of  Boston  is  hereby  authorized  to  make  any 
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contracts  with  the  riparian  owners  and  any  other  parties  as  to  the 
building  of  the  sea  wall,  the  filling  of  said  flats,  and  the  future  use 
thereof  when  filled,  subject  to  the  express  condition  that  the  flats 
filled  under  the  authority  hereby  granted  shall  not  be  used  for 
building  purposes,  or  for  any  other  purpose  than  for  public  orna- 
mental grounds  and  a  parkway,  —  so  as  to  read  as  follows :  — 
Sect.  5.  Any  person  whose  lands,  flats  or  rights  are  taken 
under  authority  of  this  act  shall  have  the  same  rights  and  remedies 
in  obtaining  damages  for  such  taking  as  persons  injured  by  the 
taking  of  their  lands  for  highways  in  said  city,  except  as  above 
provided;  and  the  said  city  of  Boston  is  hereby  authorized  to 
make  any  contracts  with  the  riparian  owners  and  any  other  parties  as 
to  the  building  of  the  sea  wall,  the  filling  of  said  flats,  and  the 
future  use  thereof  when  filled,  subject  to  the  express  condition  that 
the  flats  filled  under  the  authority  hereby  granted  shall  not  be  used 
for  building  purposes,  or  for  any  other  purpose  than  for  public 
ornamental  grounds  and  a  parkway. 

Sect.  3.  The  material  used  for  the  filling  authorized  by  said 
chapter  shall,  to  such  grade  as  shall  be  required  by  the  board  of 
harbor  and  land  conmiissioners,  be  dredged  from  Charles-river 
basin,  in  such  places  and  to  such  depths  as  the  said  board,  having 
due  regard  to  the  requirements  of  navigation,  the  improvement  of 
said  basin  and  the  quality  of  material  suitable  for  such  filling, 
shall  from  time  to  time  prescribe.  The  said  city  shall,  in  addition* 
to  the  said  dredging  of  material  for  filling,  dredge  from  the  said 
river,  in  such  places  as  the  said  board  may  designate,  an  amount 
of  material  between  the  planes  of  mean  high  and  mean  low  water 
which,  with  the  material  excavated  between  said  planes  for  said 
filling,  shall  equal  the  amount  of  tide  water  displaced  by  all  the  fill- 
ing done  under  authority  of  this  act.  Said  board  may  in  their 
discretion  accept,  in  lieu  of  any  portion  of  said  dredging  between 
said  planes  of  high  and  low  water,  other  dredging  or  excavation  in 
the  said  river  which  in  their  judgment  is  an  equal  improvement  to 
the  harbor  of  Boston.  All  of  the  filling,  dredging  and  other  work 
authorized  or  required  by  said  act  shall  be  subject  to  the  direction 
and  approval  of  said  board,  and  to  the  provisions  of  all  general 
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laws  applicable  thereto.  The  filling,  dredging  and  other  work 
authorized  by  this  act  shall  also  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
secretary  of  war  and  to  all  laws  of  the  United  States  applicable 
thereto. 

Sect.  4.     This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

[Approved  June  9,  1893.] 


[Stat.  1893  —  Chap.  476.] 

AN  ACT  TO  PROVIDE  FOB  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF   CHARLES 

RIVER. 

Section  1.  The  board  of  metropolitan  park  commissioners, 
established  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  four  hundred  and  seven 
of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-three,  and  the 
state  board  of  health,  sitting  as  a  joint  board,  shall  investigate  the 
sanitary  condition  and  prepare  plans  for  the  improvement  of 
the  beds,  shores  and  waters  of  the  Charles  river,  between  Charles- 
river  bridge  and  the  Waltham  line  on  Charles  river,  and  for  the 
removal  of  any  nuisances  therefrom,  and  report  with  their  recom- 
mendations to  the  next  general  court  on  or  before  the  first 
Wednesday  in  February. 

Sect.  2.  Said  commissioners  may  employ  engineers  and  ex- 
perts and  incur  such  expenses  as  may  be  necesscry  to  carry  out 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  may  expend  for  such  purpose  a  sum 
not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars.  All  bills  shall  be  approved 
and  filed  with  the  auditor  and  allowed  in  the  same  manner  as 
other  claims  against  the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  3.     This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  ita  passage. 

[Approved  June  10,  1893.] 
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LIST  OF  PARK   REPORTS  AND   RELATED 
DOCUMENTS. 


I KAR.     pocument. 

X/  1869.  123.  — Report  of  Joint  Special  Committee  of  the  City 
Council,  relating  to  a  Public  Park.  December 
20. 

1874.  105.  —  Report  of  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Mayor, 

on  the  establishment  of  a  Public  Park.     Novem- 
ber 25. 

1875.  45.  —  City  Council  Order  to  petition  the  General  Court 

for  an  Act  to  authorize  the  Establishment  of 
Public  Parks. 
\y^^lb.       61.  —  An  Act  for  laying  out  Public  Parks  in  or  near  the 

City  of  Boston.     May  6. 
^y     1876.       12.  —  First  Report  of  Board  of  Park  Commissioners. 
January  1. 

1876.  42.  —  Second  Report.     April  24. 

1876.  72.  —  Report  of  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Conunon 
and  Public  Grounds.     June  26. 

1876.  Third  Report.     September  25. 

1876.       88.  —  Fourth  Report.     October  2. 

1876.  97.  —  Second  Report  of  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Conunon  and  Public  Grounds.     November  9. 

1876.  105.  —  Report  of  Joint  Special  Committee,  to  confer  with 

Park  Commissioners.     December  28. 

1877.  10.  —  Second  Annual  Report.     January  11. 

1877.  44.  —  Report  of  Special  Committee  on  Parks,  to  City 
Council.     May  7. 

1877.  104.  —  Sixth  Report.     December  29. 

1878.  16.  — Third  Annual  Report.     January  28. 

1878.  56.  —  Report  of  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Public  Parks 
May  27. 
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City 
Bocament. 


Tkab. 

IC-  1879.       15.  — Fourth  Annual  Report.     January  27. 

1879.  123.  —  Report  on  proposed  West  Roxbury  Park.     Decem- 

ber 22. 
fj-    1880.       15.  —Fifth  Annual  Report.     January  26. 

1880.  47.  —  Report  on  the  cost  of  the  Back  Bay  Improvement. 

March  17. 

1880,  125.  —  Collection  of  Papers  and  Arguments,  relating  to 
Public  Parks.     April  19. 

1880.  61.  —  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Parks.  Recom- 
mending purchase  of  land  for  West  Roxbury 
and  City  Point  Parks.     April  22. 

1880.  84.  —  Report  on  Proposed  West  Roxbury  Park.  May 
27. 

1880.  118.  —  Report  on  Arboretum  at  West  Roxbury.     October 

21. 
If-  1881.       12.  —  Sixth  Annual  Report.     January  29. 

1881.  93.  —  Report  of  Joint  Special  Conunittee  on  Public  Parks. 

June  30. 
1881 .       96.  —  Minority  Report  of  Committee  on  Parks.     June  30. 
1881.     120.  —  Report  on  the  Laying  out  of  the  land  bounded  by 

Boylston  and  Dartmouth  streets  and  Huntington 

avenue.     September  8. 
1881.     124.  —  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance  and  Orders  for 

Loans.     September  28. 
1881.     130. — Report  upon  Proposed  Sanitary  Improvements  of 

Muddy  River.     October  24. 

1881.  134.  —  Report  of  Special  Committee  of  the  Common  Coun- 

cil on  the  Arnold  Arboretum.     November  17. 
K"  1882.       16.  — Seventh  Annual  Report.     January  28. 

1882.  70.  —  Report  of  Committee  on  Parks  on  proposed  laying 

out  of  Trinity  square.     May  11. 
1882.       79.  —  Report  on  Appropriations   and   Expenditures   for 

Stony  Brook.     May  29. 
1882.     148.  —  Request   for   an   Appropriation   for    Muddy-river 

Improvement.     November  22. 
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Document. 


Ybab. 

1883.       20.  —  Eighth  Annual  Report.     January  27. 

1883.  52.  —  Special  Report  on  West  Roxbury  and  City  Point 
Parks.     March  12. 

1883.  150. — Special  Committee  Report,  with  Minority  Report, 
on  order  for  Loan  for  Muddy-river  Improve- 
ment.    October  18. 

1883.  169.  — Report  on  West  Roxbury  Park  Boundaries.  No- 
vember 26. 

1883.  170.  —  Report  on  Appropriations  and  Expenditures  for 
Bussey  Park  and  Arnold  Arboretum.  Decem- 
ber 3. 

1883.  174.  —  Report  on  Appropriations  and  Expenditures  for 
Public  Parks.     December  13. 

1883.  176.  —  Second  Report  on  West  Roxbury  Park  Boundaries. 

December  17. 

1884.  9.  —  Ninth  Annual  Report.     January  28. 

1884.  136.  —  Report  on  Appropriations   and  Expenditures  for 

Bussey  Park  and  Arnold  Arboretum.     Novem- 
ber 3. 

1885.  7.  — Tenth  Annual  Report.     January  24. 

1885.  75.  —  Report  on  Appropriations  and  Expenditures  for 
West  Roxbury  Park.     June  1. 

1885.  107.  —  Report  on  additional  Appropriation  for  Charles- 
river  Embankment.     July  31. 

1885.  108.  —  Report  on  Appropriation  for  Wood  Island  Park. 
August  3. 

1885.  140.  —  Report  on  Appropriation  for  Park  Nursery.  Octo- 
ber 12. 

1885.  160  —  Report  on  Appropriation  for  Back   Bay.     Decem- 

ber 7. 

1886.  26.  —  Eleventh  Annual  Report.     January  27. 

1886.  Notes  on  the  Plan  of  Franklin  Park  and  Related 

Matters.     February  10. 
(C-  1887.       24.  —  Twelfth  Annual  Report.     January  29. 
K^  1888.       14.  —  Thirteenth  Annual  Report.     January  27. 
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1C^    1889.  72.  —  Fourteenth  Anuual  Report.     January  25. 

)f^   1890.  15.  —  Fifteenth  Annual  Report.     January  27. 
j<^  1891.  Sixteenth  Annual  Report.     January  30. 

^-  1892.  26.  —  Seventeenth  Annual  Report.     January  31. 

1893.  25.  —  Eighteenth  Anuual  Report.     January  31. 
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STATUTES   OF   THE   COMMONWEALTH   RELATING   TO 
PUBLIC   PARKS   IN   THE   CITY  OF   BOSTON. 


YsAB.    Chapter. 

1866.     247.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Erection  of  a  Sea-wall, 

and  the  filling  of  certain  flats  in  Charies  river, 

to  abate  a  nuisance. 
*1870.     283.  —  An  Act  for  the  Laying  out  of  one  or  more  Public 

Parks  in  or  near  the  City  of  Boston. 
tl875.     185.  —  An  Act  for  the  Laying  out  of  Public  Parks  in  or 

near  the  City  of  Boston. 

1880.  144.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  connection  of  the  Arnold 

Arboretum  with  the  System  of  Parks  of  the  City 
of  Boston. 

1881.  92.  — An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  for  the  Laying  out 

of  Public  Parks  in  or  near  the  City  of  Boston. 
[Charles-river  Embankment.  ] 

1881.  197.  —  An   Act  to  authorize  the  Construction    of    the 

Charles-river  Promenade. 

1882.  168.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  Issue 

a  Public  Park  Loan. 
1884.     226.  —  An  Act  in  relation  to  betterments  for  Locating, 
Laying  out,  and  Constructing   Streets,    Ways, 
and  Public  Parks. 

1884.  237.  —  An  Act  in  relation  to  assessments  for  Public  Im- 

provements. 

1885.  299.  —  An  Act  requiring  notice  of  assessments  of  better- 

ments to  be  given  to  the  party  to  be  charged 
thereby. 

*Thia  Act  was  to  take  effect  when  accepted  by  two-thirds  of  the  legal  voters  voting 
thereon  at  the  Slate  election.  The  vote  in  favor  was  9,233;  against,  5,916.  The  Act  conse- 
qnently  was  rejected. 

t  This  Act  was  accepted  by  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  voting  thereon,  June  9,  1875. 
Yeas,  3,706;  Nays,  2,311. 
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Tbab.    Cbapter. 

1885.  360.  —  An  Act  in  further  addition  to  an  Act  for  the  Lay- 

ing out  of  Public  Parks  in  or  near  the  City  of 
Boston.     [Marine  Park.] 

1886.  65.  —  An  Act  extending  the  time  for  the  completion  of 

the  Public  Park  in  the  City  of  Boston  known  as 
the  Charles-river  Embankment. 
1886.     134.  —  An  Act  to  change  a  portion  of  the  line  of  the  Sea- 
wall of  the  Public  Park  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
known  as  the  Charles-river  Embankment. 

1886.  304.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  a  Loan  for  the  construction 

of  Public  Parks  in  or  near  the  City  of  Boston. 

1887.  312.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  a  Loan  for  the  payment  for 

lands  heretofore  acquired  for  Public  Parks  in 
or  near  the  City  of  Boston. 

1887.  427.  —  An  Act  to  enlarge  the  area  for  the  proposed  Ma- 

rine Park  of  the  City  of  Boston  between  South 
Boston  and  Castle  Island. 

1888.  376.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  refund 

a  portion  of  the  money  paid  as  betterments  for 
the  Marine  Park  in  said  City. 

1888.  392.  —  An  Act  to  enable  the  City  of  Boston,  for  the  pur- 

pose of  obtaming  lands  for  its  Public  Parks,  to 
incur  indebtedness  outside  of  the  limit  fixed  by 
law. 

1889.  129.  —  An  Act  relating  to  buildings  in  the  Public  Parks 

of  the  City  of  Boston. 

1889.  438.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  enlargement  of  the  pro- 

posed Marine  Park  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

1890.  271.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  incur 

indebtedness  outside  of  its  debt  limit,  to  pro- 
cure and  construct  one  or  more  Public  Parks  in 
the  Charlestown  District  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

1890.  339.  —  An  Act  changing  the  boundary  between  the  City 
of  Boston  and  the  Town  of  Brookline. 

1890.     444.  —  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  authorizing  the  City  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


114 

YxAB.    Chapter. 

Boston  to  incur  indebtedness  outside  of  its  debt 
limit  to  procure  and  construct  one  or  more 
Public  Parks  in  the  Charlestown  District  of  the 
City  of  Boston. 

1891.  301,  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  incur  a 
debt  for  Park  purposes  beyond  the  limit  fixed 
by  law. 

1891.  344.  — An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  con- 
struct a  Sea-wall  and  extend  the  Charles-river 
Embankment. 

1891.  .390.  —  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  the 

Charles-river  Improvement  Commission. 

1892.  371.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  take 

Jamaica  Pond  and  Ward's  Pond  for  a  Public 
Park. 

1893.  126.  —  An  Act  in  relation  to  raising  the  grade  and  chang- 

ing the  location  of  the  Providence  Division  of 
the  Old  Colony  Railroad  in  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton. 

1893.  211.  —  An  Act  in  relation  to  the  issue  of  bonds  and 
certificates  for  Park  purposes  by  the  City  of 
Boston. 

1893.  225.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  cities  and  towns  to  establish 
and  maintain  Public  Playgrounds. 

1893.  258.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  refund 
or  abate  a  portion  of  its  betterments  assessed 
for  the  extension  of  the  Marine  Park. 

1893.  282.  —An  Act  to  provide  for  a  Public  Park  in  Wards  6 
and  7  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

1893.  300.  —  An  Act  relative  to  the  Laying  out  of  Public  Parks 
by  towns  and  cities. 

1893.  331.  —  An  Act  relative  to  leasing  open  spaces  for  Gar- 
dens and  Playgrounds  by  cities  and  towns. 

1893.  407.  —  An  Act  to  establish  a  Metropolitan  Park  Commis- 
sion. 
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Tsar.    Chapter. 

1893.  416.  —  An  Act  relating  to  an  Act  relative  to  the  Laying 
out  of  Public  Parks  by  towns  and  cities. 

1893.  435.. —  An  Act  in  relation  to  the  construction  of  a  Sea- 
wall and  the  extension  of  the  Charles-river 
Embankment  by  the  City  of  Boston. 

1893.  475.  —  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  Improvement  of  Charles 
River. 
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TWENTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT 
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With  the  Compliments  of  the 

Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 
Department  of  Parks. 


PRINTED    FOR    THE    DEPARTMENT. 

1895. 
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DEPARTMENT    OF   PARKS. 


EEPOET. 

Hon.  Edwin  U.  Cubtis, 

Mayor  of  the  Qily  of  Boston  : 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Bevised 
Ordinances,  which  require  every  officer  and  board  in  charge 
of  a  department  to  transmit  to  the  Mayor  a  report  contain- 
ing a  statement  of  the  acts  and  doings,  and  receipts  and 
expenditures,  of  the  department  for  the  preceding  financial 
year,  the  Board  submits  the  following  report : 

Financial  Statements. 


Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  Department  for  the  Twelve 
Months  ending  January  31^  1896. 

main  park  system. 

liAlf D,  COIfSTBUCTIOlf ,  AlTD  If AINTBirAJrOlL 

Amount  transferred  from  loan,  Pablic  Parks  .  91)^26,555  64 
Amount  transferred  from  appropriation   for 

Maintenance 73,667  62 

Amount  transferred  by  City  Auditor        .        .  8,285  00 


•1,508,508 
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Commonwealth  Avenue. 

exfbnditubbs  fob  0on8tbugtion. 

Road/wcvyst  Sidewalks,  Qviters,  and  Drainage, 

RoadwajB :  labor  and  mate- 
rials ....         »66,778  18 

Gutters :  labor  and  materials  .     8,368  45 

Boadways:  amount  paid  un- 
der contract  for  excaTat- 
ing 7,416  76 

Sidewalks:  labor  and  mate- 
rials .        •        .        .        .     4,786  85 

Engineers  and  expenses        .     1,852  08 

Adyertising  and  printing  con- 
tract   46  36 

General   work:     labor   and 

materials  ....  9  88 

^79,268  55 

Electric  Lighting. 

Lamp-posts  and    cable:    amount   paid 
under  contract ^,674  00 

FicMvtaiions, 
Labor -406  46 


Plans  and  Designs, 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses        .         22  00 


«85,356  01 


Fens, 
expenditures  for  land  and  construction. 
Land. 
Amount  paid  for  land  and  easement  for 
location  for  street  railway   .        .        ^15,490  00 

Roadways,  Sidewalks,  ChOters,  and  Drainage. 

Roadways:  labor  and  mate- 
rials   «6,262  43 

Gutters :  labor  and  materials,     1,864  40 

Curbs  and  walks:  labor  and 
materials   ....        222  91 

Amounts  carried  forward,       $7,849  74  #16,490  00    $85,356  01 
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Amounts  brougki  forward,       #7,849  74  #15,490  00    #85,856  01 
Drainage:   labor  and  mate- 

lials 45  58 

7,895  32 

Electric  LiglUing, 

Lamp>post8  and  cable :  amount 

paid  under  contract  .        .  #6,624  95 
Labor  and  materials     .        .        262  28 

6,887  28 

Grading  J  Loam,  and  General  Work. 
Loam :  labor  and  materiala  .  #2,104  59 
Engineers  and  expenses        .        652  18 
Superintendence  and  general 

▼ork          ....        439  78 
Grading:    labor    and    mate- 
rials   404  76 

Fence :  labor  and  materials,        397  12 

8,998  37 

PlawtaiionB, 
Labor  and  expenses       ....     2,847  03 

Pilling, 
Filling 486  50 

SetUes. 
Settees  and  freight        ....        238  58 

Plana  and  Designs, 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses        .  55  82 

37,898  80 

RiVBBWAT. 
BXPBNDITURB8  FOB  LAMD  AND  GON8TBU0TION. 

Land. 
Amount  paid  for  land    .        #84,036  42 
Expenses  in  trials  of  suits     .        175  00 

— : #84,21142 

Bridle  Path  Bridge. 
Amount  paid  under  contract,  #28,642  88 
Labor  and  materials     .        .*        552  07 

29,194  96 

Amounts  carried  forward,  #113,406  37  #123,254  81 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


6 


AfnoufUs  brought  forward,  $118,406  87  $128,254  81 

RoadwcvySf  SidewaZks^  Outters,  amd  Dra/inage, 
BoadwayB:  labor  and  mate- 
rials ....         $28,887  56 
Drainage:  labor  and  mate- 
rials   1,777  66 

Sidewalks:  labor  and  mate- 
rials       1,687  08 

Gutters :  labor  and  materials,        489  29 

27,241  54 

Olearingt  Cfrading,  Loam,  and  OenercU  Work. 

Loam :  labor  and  materials  .  $7,847  17 

Grading:    labor   and   mate- 
rials       5,413  95 

Superintendence  and  general 
work  ....     4,182  78 

Engineers  and  expenses        .     8,058  19 

Clearing  grounds  •        .        179  05 

Fence 50  04 

20,781  18 

Filling. 
Amount  paid  under  contract,  $14,650  84 
Labor  and  materials     .        .     2,049  60 


Planta*um9. 

Labor  and  expenses 

.     8,581  58 

Sheli^  Bous€. 

Amount  paid  under  contract, 
Shepley,  Butan,  &  Coolidge, 
for  plans  .        .        .        . 
Advertising  contract     . 

$4,261  00 

213  05 
34  60 

Labor 

5  00 
4,518  65 

Audubon  Road  Bridge. 
Abutments :     amount    paid 

under  contract  .        .        .  $8,158  94 
Floor:    amount  paid  under 

contract    ....        547  50 


Amownts  carried  forward,     $8,701 44  $191,174  21  $123,254  81 
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Amounts  brought  forward,  $3,701  44$191,174  21  •128^54  81 
Iron    fence:    amount    paid 

ander  contract  .        .  376  00 

Labor  and  materials     .  150  93 

4,227  37 

Electric  Lighting. 
Lamp-posts   and   cable:    amount  paid 
under  contract 2,734  57 

PUms  and  Designs. 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses        .     1|675  09 

Maihineryy  Tools,  and  Implements* 
Water-carts 468  75 

Foot-hridge  and  Oulverts. 
Labor  and  materials  9439  97 

Shepley,  Rutan,  &  Coolidge, 
for  plans  ....  13  58 

453  56 

Settees. 
Settees  and  freight  .        .        351  82 

Tremont  Street  Bridge. 
Labor  and  materials  .        .        .        228  16 

Administration  Building, 
Labor,  expenses,  furnishing,  etc.  .        106  17 

Bellevue  Street  Bridge. 
Labor  and  materials      ....  69  85 

201,484  M 

Letbrbtt  Pask. 

EXPBKDirUSBS  FOB  LAND  AND  COM0TBUOTZOX. 

Land. 

Amount  paid  for  land        .  9106,644  90 
Expenses  in  trials  of  suits,       2,721  05 

#109,365  95 


Amounts  carried  forward,  #109,865  95  #824,789  85 
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Amount*  brought  forward,  8109,365  95  $324,739  36 

Roadways,  Sidewalks,  OvMers,  a/nd  Drainage, 

Boadways:  labor  and  mate- 
rials ....         #45,946  48 

Drainage:  labor  and  mate- 
riali 3,533  31 

Gutters :  labor  and  materials,     2,567  19 

Sidewalks:  labor  and  mate- 
rials       2,264  94 

54,311  92 

Clearing,  Grading,  Loam,  and  General  Work. 

Grading :  amount  paid  nnder 
contract    .        .        .         $12,111  92 

Loam :  labor  and  materials  .   10,214  43 

Grading:  labor  and  mate- 
rials       9,316  88 

Engineers  and  expenses       .     5,930  69 

Clearing  grounds :  labor  and 
materials  ....     1,151  26 

General  work:  labor  and 
materials  .        •        .        .        807  29 

Fence :  labor  and  materials  .       209  01 

39,741  48 

Retaining  Wall. 
Amount  paid  under  contract,  $15,255  03 
Labor  and  materials  .        603  30 

Advertising  and  printing       .  64  69 

15,923  02 

Wall*  and  Step*.' 
Labor  and  materials     ....   13,072  13 

Leverett  Pond  Bridge. 
Amount  paid  under  contract,  $9,313  60 
Labor  and  materials     .        .        386  39 
AdTertising  contract     .        .  57  47 

9,757  46 

Ptantaiions. 
Labor  and  expenses      •        •        .         .     5,795  46 

WalU  and  Culvert*. 
Labor  and  materials     ....     5,18250 

AmounU  carried  forward,  $253,149  92  $324,739  35 
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Amounts  brottghi  forward,  ^263,149  92  $324,789  35 

Eleciric  Lighting. 
Lamp-posts    and   cable:    amount  paid 
under  contract 4,497  81 

Machinery,  Tools,  emd  Implewienis. 
Engine,  steam-roller,  etc.     .        .         .     3,049  75 

Pians  and  Designs. 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses        .     1,662  50 


Settees. 

Settees  and  freight 

• 

624  66 
Water  Supply. 

Water-pipes  and  labor 

• 

481  10 

Foot 

bridges  and  Ouheris. 

AdTertising  and  printing 
Labor  and  materials     . 

• 

»67  87 
10  00 

Labor  and  materials 

• 

Filling. 

15  76 
263,449  36 

Jamaica  Fabk. 
ezpehdit17bb8  pob  land  and  gonstbuotioir. 
Land, 
Amount  paid  for  land         .  #285,237  73 
Expenses  in  trials  of  suits  .       9,182  35 

$294,420  08 

Roadways,  Sidewalks,  Gutters,  and  Drainage. 
Boadways:  labor  and  mate- 
rials .        .        .        .         $34,241  97 
Drainage:  labor  and  mate- 
rials       1,768  40 

Gutters :  labor  and  materials,        983  75 
Sidewalks:  labor  and  mate- 
rials          226  50 

37,220  62 


Amounts  carried  forwa/rd,  $331,640  70  $588,188  71 
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Amounts  brought  forward,  9331,640  70  $588,188  71 

Clearing,  Grading ,  Loam,  and  Oentral  Work. 

Grading :  amount  paid  onder 
contract    •        .        .         $14,103  30 

Grading:    labor    and   mate- 
rials       9,321  91 

Loam :  labor  and  materials  .     2,578  36 

Engineers  and  expenses        .     2,129  16 

General   work:    labor    and 
materials  ....     1,364  47 

Clearing  grounds :  labor  and 
materials  ....        839  39 

30,336  59 

RetoMiing  WcdU, 
Amount  paid  under  contract  .  $6,356  50 
Labor  and  materials     .        .     3,675  74 


10,032  24 


Water  Supply, 
Water-pipes  and  labor  ....     5,i71  46 

PlantoHons, 
Labor  and  expenses      ....     3,609  15 

Walls  and  Steps. 
Labor  and  materials      ....     3,300  44 

Machinery,  Tools,  and  Implements. 
Steam-roller  and  water-carts        .         .     1,968  75 

Meetrie  Lights. 
Lamp-posts  and    cable:    amount   paid 
under  contract 1,622  50 

Flans  and  Designs. 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses        .        554  65 

Pine  Bank  Refectory. 
City  Architect's  department, 

for  plans   ....      $239  00 
Advertising  and  printing       .  55  56 

294  56 


Amounts  carried  forward,  $388,831  04  $588,188  71 
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AmaunU  iroughi forward,  #888,831  04  $588,188  71 

Boai  JBbuse, 
City  Architect's  department,  for  plans  .        175  00 

Settees. 

Freight 10  75 

389,016  79 

Abbobwat. 

bxpbnditube8  fob  laitb  and  gon8tbuctiox. 

Land. 

Amount  paid  for  Und  .        .  $88,712  28 
Expenses  in  trials  of  suiU  .      4,338  73 

♦98,046  01 

Ro€uiway$f  Sidetpolks,  Glitters,  and  Drainage. 
Boadways :  labor  and  mate- 
rials ....         $53,299  99 
Drainage:  labor  and  mate- 
rials       6,908  41 

Qotters :  labor  and  materials,     1,845  25 

62,053  65 

(Hearing^  Grading,  Loam,  and  General  Work, 
Grading:    labor   and   mate- 

rials  ....         $21,947  26 
Grading :  amount  paid  under 


contract    . 

• 

5,611  17 

Engineers  and  expenses 

• 

3,691  91 

2,791  00 

General   work:    labor 

and 

materials  . 

, 

570  59 

Clearing  grounds :  labor  and 

materials  . 

• 

33  25 

9i  fl-fR  If) 

Ouiiferts. 

Labor  and  materials 

• 

.     4,017  72 

» 

Water  Supply. 

Water-pipes  and  labor 

• 

.     3,174  96 

Amounts  carried  fortfford,  $196,987  52  $977,205  50 
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Amounts  brought  forward,  $196,937  62      #977,305  50 

Electric  Lighting. 
Lamp-poets  and    cable:    amount   paid 
under  contract  .....     3,028  00 

FiUing, 
Filling 2,819  16 

Machinery,  Tools,  and  Implements. 
Steam-roller  and  water-carts        .  1,968  75 

Plantations. 
Labor  and  expenses     ...         .        176  78 

Hans  and  Designs. 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses        .  35  69 

Settees. 
Freight 10  75 


204,976  65 


Abkold  Akborbtum. 

SXPSKDITUBS8  FOB  LAND  AND  GON8TBU0TI0N. 

Land. 

Surveying  expenses  #248  46 

Amount  paid  for  land  .        .  17  70 

1266  15 

Boundary  Walls  and  OaUways. 
Boundary  walls:  labor  and 

materials   ....  #4,271  37 
F'^nce :  labor  and  materials  .  86  65 

4,358  02 

Roadways,  Walks,  and  Drainage. 
Clearing  grounds  .  .  $1,055  23 


Engineers  and  expenses 

Grading 

Drainage 

Fuel,  supplies,  cartage,  etc 


141  50 
111  72 

50  63 

24  35 
1,383  43 


Am4)unts  carried  forward,  #6,007  60  #1,182,182  15 
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Amounts  brought  forward,  «6,007  60  ^1482,182  15 

Flans  and  Designs, 
LandBcape  architects  and  expenses  73  42 

6,081  02 

Wbst  Roxburt  Pabkwat. 
expbnditubkb  fob  land  and  constbuction. 
Land, 
Surreying  expenses        ....  #3,561  75 

Clearing,  Grading,  and  Oenoral  Work. 
Engineers  and  expenses        .     #602  55 
Clearing  grounds :  labor  and 
materials  ....  36  00 

638  55 


Plans  and  Designs. 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses  51  26 


4,251  56 


Fbanklin  Pabk. 

bxpbitditubbs  fob  land  and  construction. 

Land, 

Amount  paid  for  land .        .  #10,597  12 
Expenses  in  trials  of  suits  .  76  62 

#10,673  74 

Forest  Bills  Bridge, 
Amount  paid  under  contract,  #41 ,547  15 
Labor  and  materials     .        .        820  15 
Advertising     and     printing 
contract    ....  51  47 

42,418  77 

Eoads  and  Walks, 
Grading  roads  and  walks      .  #17,250  16 
Surfacing  roads  and  walks  .      8,259  29 

25,509  46 

Refectory  Building. 
Amount  paid  under  contract,  #16,743  75 
Hartwell  &  Ricliardson,  for 
plans         ....     8,800  00 


Amounts  carried  forward,  #20,543  75  #78,601  96  #1,192,514  78 
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AmounUirouffktfonifard,  120,543  75  $78,60196  «1, 192,514  78 
City  Architect's  Dept. :  plans 

and  expenses     .        .        .        222  05 
AdTertising     and     printing 
contract    ....  59  63 

20,825  43 

CUaring,  Qrading,  Drainage^  and  OtnertU  Work. 
Engineers  and  expenses  .  #7,150  39 
Drainage  ....  4,830  10 
General  work  .  .  .  .  3,825  31 
Grading  ....  2,056  33 
Clearing  gronnds  .        .        .     1,570  25 

19,432  38 

Plantations, 
'  Labor  and  expenses      ....   15,997  45 

EllicoU  HouM€, 
Amonnt  paid  nnder  contract,  $5,250  35 
Amount  paid  nnder  plumbing 

contract    ....     1,39400 
Amount  paid  nnder  heating 

contract    .        .        .        .429  00 

Labor  and  materials     .        .       533  20 

Insurance     .        .  •       112  00 

7,718  65 

Pergola  Wall  and  Terrace. 
Labor  and  materials      ....     5,206  76 

Electric  Lighting, 
Lamp-posts    and   cable:    amount  paid 
under  contract  ....     5,108  75 

Foot-bridge, 
Foot-bridge :  labor  and  materials  .        .     2,957  2% 

Water  Supply. 
Water-pipes  and  labor   ....     1,531  59 

Temporal  Structures. 

Sanitary  buildings : 
Amount  paid  under   con- 
tract      ....      $776  00 


AmounU  carried  forward,      $776  00  $157,380  15  $1,192,514  73 
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Amounts  hroughi  forward,     #776  00  $157,880  15  $1,192,514  7S 
AdTertifiing    and    printing 

contract  .        •        .  25  65 

Labor  and  materials  .  8  01 

809  66 

Reservoir, 
I<«.bor  and  materials      ....        694  47 

Plans  and  Designs, 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses        .        592  58 

Searhoro'  Pond  Bridge, 

Labor $464  56 

Sbepley,  Rntan,  &  Coolidge, 
for  plan     .        .        .        .        113  64 

578  20 

Searhoro*  Pond, 
Labor  and  materials      ....        501  28 

Overlook  Shelter, 

Insurance      .        .        ;        .      $280  00 
Expenses,  fnrnishing    .        .        141  75 

421  76 

Propagaiing  House, 
Labor  and  materials      ....        320  37 

Searhoro*  Pond  Building, 
City  Architect's  department,  for  plans  .        262  50 

Schoolmaster  Bill  Shelter. 
City  Architect's  Department         .         •        132  61 

Settees, 
Settees  and  freight       ....        120  66 


Culverts, 

Labor  and  materials     ...          .          54  25 

Carriage  Shelter, 

Labor  and  materials      ...          .          37  74 

Amounts  carried  forward,                  $161,906  06 

$1,192,514  73 
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AmounUhraughtforwardy  $161,906  06  $1,192,514  7S 

(^Sea/ver-Hreei  ImprovemerU.) 
Grading,  Swfacing,  and  Drainage. 

Surfacing:   labor  and  mate- 
rials  $24,747  46 

Grading :  amount  paid  under 
contract     ....   80,468  75 

Broken  stone:  amount  paid 
under  contract  .        .        .     6,345  37 

Grading :  labor  and  materials,     3,086  46 

Drainage:  labor  and  mate- 
rials       4.604  46 

Engineers  and  expenses        .     1,260  00 

Grading  and  clearing  grounds : 

labor         .        .        .        .        125  06 

70,627  56 


PUmtaiions, 
Labor  and  materials     ....         531  20 


233,064  82 


SXPENDITUHBS  FOR  BBTTSRMBNT8. 
COMMONWEALTH  ATBKUB. 

Plans $276  00 


JAMAICA    PABK 

Plans     .       *.        .        .  $166  65 

AdTertising  and  printing       .        152  01 


318  56 


ABBOBWAT 

Plana #227  24 

AdTertising  and  printing       .        154  29 


381  53 

976  09 


BXPBNDITUBES   FOB  MAI27TENANCB. 
COMMONWEALTH  ATBNUB. 

(Jare  of  Grounds,  Eoadst  and  Walks. 
Labor  and  mate- 
rials .        .  $1,343  27 

Signs  and  notices,  10  50 

$1,353  77 


Anumnts  carried  forward,   $1,358  77  $1,426,555  64 
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Amaunt$  brotigM  forward,  $1,853  77  $1,426,565  64 

Park  Police. 
Paj  of  Park  keepers    .  591  25 


$1,945  02 


FBK8,  BIVEBWAT,  LBYBRBTT  PARK,  JAMAICA  PAKK,   AMD  ABBOBWATr 

Care  of  Grounds,  Roods,  WoUks,  and  Buildings, 
Grounds,       roads, 

and  walks :  labor 

and  expenses,  $17,895  22 
Sewer  assessment,  8,341  12 
Buildings :      labor 


and  expenses 

1,555  80 

Repairs,     corered 

channel.   Muddy 

riTer  and     gate- 

house 

102  06 

Pumping-station : 

labor 

85  50 

Bepairs,    Stony- 

brook  gatehouse. 

21  55 

Stony-brook  bridge, 

53  22 

Signs  and  notices. 

54  85 

Iron  fence    . 

26  16 

Livestock,  fowls, 

12  00 

Cbarlesgate  bridge. 

8  12 

$28,154  60 

Park  Police. 

Pay  of  Park  keep- 

ers .        .          .  $10,956  88 

Police  equipments 

and  Buppties 

528  86 

n    Aoe    I7A 

84.640  84 

ABNOLD  ARBORBTUM. 

Ca/re  of  Roads  and  Walks. 


Watchman,  labor 

and  expenses    .  $8,854  78 
Signs  and  noUces,  8  50 

$8,858  28 


AmounU  carried  forward,  $3,858  28  $36,585  36  $1,426,555  64 
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Amounts  bravght  forward,  $8,858  28  $36,585  86  91,426,556  64 

Park  Polue, 
Taj  of  Park  keepers     .        .     8  J81  55 

7,639  83 

F&ANKLIN  PARK. 

Care  of  Qrounds,  Roads,  Walks,  and  Buildings. 
Grounds,     roads, 
and  walks :  labor 
and  expenses, $17,634  90 
Buildings :    labor 

and  expenses  •  2,021  76 
Sheep-fold  .  .  2,122  41 
Signs  and  notices,  5  50 

$21,784  57 

Park  Poliu. 
Pay  of  Park  keep- 
ers    .        .       .$10,011  80 
Police  equipments 
and  supplies    .         931  56 

10,942  86 

32,727  43 

76,952  62 

$1,508,50826 


MARINE    PARK    SYSTEM. 

ULlVl^,   OOnSTRUCTIOlV    AlfD   MASfTEWAlffCB. 

Amount  transferred  from  loan,  Public  Parks      .    $174,663  17 
Amount    transferred    from     appropriation    for 

Maintenance 11,860  98 

Amount  transferred  by  City  Auditor     .        .        .  613  61 

$187,137  76 

DOSCHBSTBRWAT. 
BXPENDITUBES  FOB  LAKD  AND  CON8TBUGTION. 

Land. 

Amount  paid  for  land  .        .  $1,656  21 
Expenses  in  trials  of  suits  468  05 

$2,124  26 


Amount  carried  forvHurd,  $2,124  26 
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Amouni  brought  forward^  %2,124:  26 

Roadtccbys,  SideweUks,  Outters,  €Md  Drainage* 
Roadways:  labor. and  mate- 
rials         ....  910,026  55 
Gutters :  labor  and  materials,     1 ,  194  67 
Sidewalks:  labor  and  mate- 
rials          597  58 

Drainage:  labor  and  mate- 
rials          538  44 

12,357  24 

FUUng. 
Amount  paid  under  contract  .        .        .   10,393  39 

Clearing,  Grading,  Loam,  and  General  Work. 
Grading :  amount  paid  under 

contract    ....  $1,749  Q(3 
Engineers  and  expenses 
Loam :  labor  and  materials  . 
Grading:    labor    and  mate- 

rials 

Clearing  grounds :  labor  and 

materials  .... 
General   work:    labor   and 

materials  .... 


Labor  and  expenses 

Plans  and  Designs, 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses         .  1  25 

$27,525  22 

Stbandwat. 
expenditurb8  fob  land  and  gonstbugtion. 
Land, 
Amount  paid  for  land   ....   $3,785  75 

Filling 20,292  11 


502  26 

221  58 

79  26 

72  33 

8  04 

2,633  08 

Plantations, 

, 

16  00 

Amounts  carried  forward,  $24,077  86    $27,525  22 
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Amaunis  brtmghi  firward,  $24,077  86    $27,525  22 

Cleartngt  Qradwig^  Loam,  and   General  Work. 
Engineers  and  expenses      •      $902  07 
Loam :  labor  and  materials  .        515  54 
Grading:    labor    and   mate- 

rials 183  00 

Clearing  grounds :  labor  and 
materials  ....  63  72 

1,664  33 

Ouiverts. 
Labor  and  materials    ....  60  50 

Plans  and  Bengns. 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses         .        42  07 

Fta/ntaiiona, 
Trees  .  .        .        18  80 


25,863  56 


Masinb  Fabk. 

XXPEimiTUBBS   FOB  CpNSTBDCTIOM. 

Filling. 
Amount  paid  on- 

d  e  r    contract,  $52,191  88 
AdTertising     and 
printing    c  o  n  - 
tract         .  49  75 

$52,241  63 

ffead  Bouse, 

Amonnt  paid  un- 
d  e  r    contract ,  $28,300  00 

City  Architect's 
department,  for 
plans        .         '.     1,953  81 

Advertising  and 
printing  con- 
tracts 134  89 

30,388  70 


Amounts  carried  forward,     $82,630  33  $53,388  78 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


21 


AnoufOs  brought  forward,     $82,630  88  $53,888  78 

RoadwayMy  SideiocUks,  Outters,  and  Drainage* 
Boadway :  amount 

paid  nnder  con' 

tract :  For  brok- 
en Btone  .        .  $11,812  01 
Labor  and  mate- 

rialB  .         .     7,162  66 

Gutters :       labor 

and  materials  .     2,844  66 
Drainage :     labor 

and  materials  .        810  56 
Sidewalks:  labor 

and  materials  .  89  28 

21,749  17 

Clearing,  Grading,  Loam,  and  General  Work. 
Loam :  labor  and 


materials          •  1 

12,948  84 

Engineers  and  ex- 

penses 

1,850  34 

Grading :       labor 

and  materials  • 

1,468  51 

labor  and    ma- 

terials 

1,281  70 

General    work: 

labor  and    ma- 

terials 

731  73 

Fence:  labor 

23  12 

8,253  74 

PtantaHone. 

Labor  and  ezpensei 

. 

8,085  19 

Medrie  Lighting. 

Lamp-posts       and 

cable : 

amount  paid  under  con- 

tract 

•        • 

1,958  78 
Water  Supply. 

Water-pipes  and  labor 

1,277  47 

AmounU  carried  forward,  $118,954  68  $53,888  78 
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AmmimUhroughifirwa^,  #118,954  63  $68,888  78 

Temporary  Strueturu. 
Wharf        .  $999  10 

Flag-rtaff    .        .         197  85 

Boat-house.        .  85  U 

1,282  09 

Plana  and  Dewigna. 
Landacape  architects  and  ex- 
penses      .        .        •        •        118  52 

SetUea, 

Settees  and  freight  118  50 

$120,428  74 

CUL8TLB  ISLAND. 

CSrearJn^,  Orading,  Loam,  and  General  Work. 

Engineers  and  ex- 
penses     •        .     $201  50 

Grading :  labor 
and  materials  .         16  86 

$217  86 

Temporary  StrudureM. 
Fence :  labor  and 

materials  $218  44 

Boat-house :  labor 

and  materials  .  20  68 

Castle     Island 

Bridge      .        .  8  70 


287  82 


Settees  and  Tent. 
Tent:  labor  .        .        •  6  24 

FDuwtains, 
Labor 8  00 


464  92 

120,888  66 


BXPEirDITUltES  FOR   BWrTBBMBNTS. 
DOBGHBSTBRWAT. 

Flans $175  00 

Adyertismg  and  printing      .  98  86 


$278  86 


Amownt*  carried  Jbr^oard,  $278  86  $174,277  44 
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AwaunU  brought  forward,  ||278  86  9174,277  44 

STRUTDWAT. 

Flans tSd  10 

Advertising  and  printing  88  77 

Ill  87 

885  78 

BXPBNDITir&BS  FOB  MAINTENANOE. 

Ckire  of  Orounds,  Roadt,  WoQcSt  and  Budidingi. 

Groonds,  roads,  and  walks: 
labor  and  expenses  •        .   ^2,759  82 

Sewer  assessment         .  618  61 

Baildings:  labor  and  ex- 
penses      .        .  .        258  99 

Signs  and  notices         •        .  13  00 

$3,640  42 

Park  Police. 
Pay  of  Park  keepers  .        .   $8,641  15 
Police  equipments  and  sup- 
plies          198  02 

8,884  17 


12,474  59 
$187,187  76 


CHARLESBANK. 

OOH0TBVCnOlf  AND  kauvtsuvavce. 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  Public  Parks  .  $1,892  88 
Amount  transferred  from  appropriation  for  Main- 
tenance         18,196  89 

$14,589  27 

■XPBHDIT1TBE8  VOB  0ON8TBU0TION. 

MefCi  La/vaiory  Building. 

Advertising  and  printing  con- 
tract        $128  01 

City  Architect's  department, 
for  plans   .        .        .  858  64 

Insurance     .        .        .        :  96  00 


$577  65 


Amount  earriedfortpard,  $577  65 
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Amount  brought  fortoard,  $577  65 

Women*$  Lanaiory  Building, 
Walker  &  Kimball,  for  plans,      $169  50 
AdyertiBing  and  printing  con- 
tract   55  95 

Labor  and  materials  10  17 

235  62 

Gymnasium  Cfrounds :  Grading  and  General  Work. 
Men's  gymnasium  grounds: 

labor  and  materials  .        .        $91  35 
Grading :  labor  and  materials,  81  96 

General   work:    labor   and* 

materials  ....  17  80 

191  11 

Plawtaiione. 
Labor  and  expenses      ....        812  41 


Plane  and  Deeigne, 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses  76  09 


$1,392  88 


EXPENDITURES    FOR  MAINTERANCE. 

Care  of  Grounds  and  Buildings, 
Men's  gymnasinm  $4,280  08 

Grounds  and  walks  .  3,229  18 

Women's  gymnasium  2,094  84 

Signs  and  notices  2  00 

$9,606  05 

Park  Police. 
Pay  of  Park  keepers  $3,582  34 

Police  equipments    .        .  8  00 

3,590  34 


13,196  39 

$14,589  27 


WOOD   ISLAND  PARK. 

OOR STBVCnOlf   Ain>  MAIlTTBlffAlfOE. 

Amount  transferred  from  loan.  Public  Parks         .    $59,846  42 
Amount  transferred  from  appropriation  for  Main- 
tenance                 2,151  75 


$61,998  17 
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XZPBNDITURES  FOE  CONSTBUGTIOK. 

Grading,  Loam,  and  General  Work. 
Grading :  amonnt  paid  nnder 

contract    .  .        .^31,306  19 

Grayling  .labor  and  materials,     1,402  61 
Engineers  and  expenses        .     1,160  47 
General  work :  labor  and  ma- 
terials       .        .        .        .        260  60 

$34,129  77 

Field  House. 
Amonnt  paid  nnder  contrlict,  $17,467  41 
Amount  paid  nnder  contract 

for  heating  .  .  .  746  00 
Insurance  ....  222  00 
Labor  and  materials      .  207  71 

18,642  12 

Bath  ffouie. 
Amount  paid  nnder  contract,  $2,800  00 
Storgis  &  Cabot,  for  plans    .        140  00 

2,940  00 

Drainage. 
Amount  paid  nnder  contract,  $1,921  30 
Labor  and  materials      .        .        125  21 


2,046  61 


Water  Supply. 
Water-pipes  and  labor  ....     1,872  61 

Plantations. 
Labor  and  expenses      ....        126  67 

Iron  Fence  and  Frame. 

Labor $44  84 

Advertising  contract     .        .  43  60 

88  34 

Plans  and  Designs. 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses        .  1  60 

$69,846  49 

Afnount  carried  forward,  $69,846  42 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


26 


Amount  broughi  forward^  $59,846  42 

EXPENDITURKS    FOB  MAINTKNANCE. 

Care  of  Grounds,  Walks,  and  Buildings, 
Qroundg  and  walks :  labor    .      $688  86 
Buildings :  labor  . 
Sig^s  and  notices 


Pa/  of  Park  keepers 


853  07 
8  50 

$989  98 

Fdrk  Police. 

• 

1,161  88 

2,161  75 


$61,998  17 


CHARLESTOWN  HEIGHTS. 

CORSTRVCTIOIf   AUB   MAIRTXUVAlffCB. 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  Public  Parks          .    $26,880  08 
Amount  transferred  from  appropriation  for  Main- 
tenance                1,749  18 


$28,579  16 


EXPENDirUREB  FOB  GOR8TBU0TIOK. 

Shelter  Building. 
Amount  paid  under  contract,  $20,888  68 
Walker  &  Kimball,  architecto,      689  93 
Labor  and  materials      .        •        898  78 
Amount  paid  under  contract 
for  heating        ...        825  00 


Clearing  and  Grading 

Grounds,  Loamy  and  General  Work, 

General  work :  labor  and  ma- 

terials       .... 

$760  31 

Engineers  and  expenses 

654  48 

Loam :  labor  and  materials  . 

146  58 

Grading:  labor  and  materials, 

129  90 

Clearing  grounds :  labor  and 

materials   .... 

85  99 

Sand  courts  .... 

5  33 

1,782  69 

$28,984  88 
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Amount  hraughi  forward,  1^23,984  88 

Ptafttations, 
Labor  and  expenses      ....     1,15961 

SidewUkSt  OuUers,  and  Drainage. 

Sidewalks:  labor  and  mate- 
rials ....      1^409  34 

Drainage:  labor  and  mate- 
rials .        .        .        •        289  76 


699  10 


Eleetrie  Lighting, 
Lamp-posto 834  00 

Steps. 
Labor  and  materials  251  50 

Settees. 
Settees  and  freight         ....        237  00 

Retaining  Walls. 
Retaining  walls :  labor  and  materials    .        153  09 

FauntadnM, 
Labor  and  materials       ....  10  85 

$26,830  03 

EXPrnroiTURES  FOB  MADVTERAKCE. 

Cfare  of  Orounds,   Walks,  and  Buildings, 
Oronnds  and  walks :  labor  .      $508  44 
Bnildings:  labor  .        .        .        100  13 

$608  57 

Park  Police. 
Pay  of  Park  keepers  ....       1,140  56 

1,749  13 

•2g»g79  16 

CHARLE8T0WN  PLAYGROUND. 
liAJVD,  COBTSTaUCTIOH  AUD  BIAIHTKlfAlffOi:. 

Amount  transferred  from  appropriation  for  Pub- 
lic Parks,  Charlestown       $101,66196 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  Public  Parks  .        .       25,014  36 

Amount  transferred  from  appropriation  for  Main- 
tenance         92  45 

$126,768  77 
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EXPENDITURES  FOR  LAND  AND  GONSTRUGTIOR. 

Land. 
Amotint  paid  for  land  .        .   9125,030  29 

Clearing  and  Oradingf,  Grounds,  and  Oeneral  Work* 
Grading:    labor  and    mate- 
rials   «1,541  25 

General    work:    labor    and 

materials  ....  23  75 

Clearing  gronnds :  labor  and 
materials  .        .  '     .        .  15  97 

1,580  97 

jPloMtaiions. 
Labor  and  expenses      ....  63  06 

Walks    and    Dradnage. 

Walks :  labor 2  00 

9126,676  32 

EXPENDITURES   FOR   MAINTENANCE. 

Care  of  Grounds,  Walks,  and  Buildings, 
Grounds  and  walks :  labor      .  930  45 

Buildings         .        .        .  '      .  12  00 

92  46 

9126,768  77 

DORCHESTER  PARK. 
UkXl>,   OOlffSTBUCTIOlf,  AND   KAUVTSSNAN CE. 

Amount  transferred  'from  loan  Public  Parks          .       91f^38  32 
Amount  transferred  from  appropriation  for  Main- 
tenance          190  00 

91,778  32 

EXPENDITURES   FOR   LAND. 

Expenses  in  trials  of  suits      .        .        .     9100  00 

EXPENDITURES  FOR  CONSTRUCTION. 

Temporary  Structures. 

Amount  paid  under  contract 
for  Sanitary  Buildings       .      9756  00 

Advertising  and  printing  con- 
tract        •    18  96 

774  95 

Amou/nt  carried  forward,  9374  95 
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Amountlrought forward,  ^874  95 

Clecbring  and  Grading  Orounds. 
Clearing  grounds   .         .        ^        .         .  12  89 

Plans  and  Designs. 
C.  F.  Baxter,  snryeTlng  $695  00 

Landscape  architects  and  ex- 
penses      •        •        •        .  5  48 

700  48 

#1,688  82 

BXPENDITUSEB  FOR  MAINTBNANCE. 

Care  of  Ch-ounds,   Walks,  and  Buildings. 
Gronnds  and  walks :  labor     .  .        $82  00 

Park  Police. 
Pay  of  Park  keepers  .  .        168  00 

190  00 

$1,778  82 

FRANKLIN  FIELD.  ^ss^sa 

ULlfB,  COlfSTRUOTIOlf,   AlfD    MAUfTEJVAIVCJB. 

Amonnt  transferred  from  loan  Public  Parks  .        .     $89,817  64 
Amount  transferred  from  appropriation  for  Main- 
tenance          784  49 

$90,602  13 

EXPENDITURES   FOR  LAND  AND   CONSTRUCTION. 

Land. 
Amount  paid  for  land  .        .  $71,092  09 
Expenses  in  trials  of  suits    .         300  00 

$71,892  09 

Clearing^  Grading,  Drainage,  and  General  Work. 
Grading:    labor  and    mate- 
rials   $6,728  48 

Clearing  gronnds :  labor  and 

materials  ....     1,797  86 
Drainage:  labor  and  mate- 
rials          911  27 

Engineers  and  expenses  153  88 

9,591  44 

Amount  carried  forward,  $80,983  63 
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Amowid  brought  forward. 

$80,988  58 

Hantations, 

abor  and  expenses 

.     8,504  87 

Plans  cmd  Designs, 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses  5  85 

$89,498  25 

XXPBKDITUBEB   FOB  BBTTBRmNTB. 

Plans $268  00 

Adyertising  and  printing    .  61  89 

824  89 

BXPBNDITUBB8  FOB  MAIBTXHAKCB. 

Care  of  Oroundt,   Walks,  and  Buildings. 
Grounds  and  walks :  labor    .        .        .        $17  86 

Park  Police, 
Pay  of  Park  keepers     .  .        .        766  68 

784  49 

$90,602  18 

PUBLIC    PARK,  NORTH  END. 
riAin>  AUB    OOlf flPTBITCIIOlf  • 

From  Appropriation  for  Public  Park,  North  End      .  .    $199,568  44 


EXPEND1TUBE8  FOB  LAND  AKD  OONSTBUCTIOH. 

Land. 

Amount  paid  for  land  .        .        .  $194,246  74 

Surveying  and  expenses      .        .  160  90 

$194,407  64 

CleaHng,  Grading,  and  General  Work, 
Clearing  grounds : 
amount  paid  un- 
der contract       .  $8,400  00 
Advertising    and 
printing  contract,       87  80 

$3,437  80 


Amounts  carried  forwa/rd,        $8,487  80  $194,407  64 
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AmounU  hrougki  forward,   #8,487  80  #194,407  64 

General    work:    labor    and 

materiala   .        .        .        .        880  65 
Engineers  and  expenses  884  62 

Fence :  labor  and  materials  .        154  87 

#4,867  94 

PUms  and  Designs, 
L>andBcape  architects  and  expenses        .        289  77 

Sidewalks,  Outters,  and  Drainage, 
Sidewalks :  labor  and  materials  58  09 

5,155  80 

#199,668  44 

PLAYSTEAD,  NORTH  BRIGHTON. 
liAlfl^    ACCOIJlffT. 

From  Appropriation  for  Playstead,  North  Brighton  .        .  .    #21,114  88 

EXPENDITURES. 

Amount  paid  for  land #21,000  00 

Surveying 114  83 

#21,114  83 

DEPARTMENT  EXPENSES. 
Amount  transferred  from  appropriation  for  Maintenance       .  #8,307  19 

GEHKRAIi    ACCOITlffT. 

Salary  of  Secretary  and  Clerk    ....  #3,000  00 

Clerical  service  at  office 1,800  00 

Telephone,  messenger    service,   and  incidental 

expenses 1,263  30 

Printing  annual  rei>ort,  etc 1,199  42 

Photographs  of  park  system      ....  277  50 
£xi>ense  of  visit  of  City  Council  to  Park  sys- 
tem            225  25 

Plans  and  designs 177  49 

SUtionery 120  12 

Office  furniture 107  40 

World's  Fair  exhibit 78  71 

Carriage-hire 58  00 

#8,307  19 
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APPROPRIATION  FOR  MAINTENANCE. 

Appropriation  for  the  financial  year  1894-5  .  $100,000  00 
Amount  transferred  by  order  of  City  Council, 

May  10,  1894 7,000  00 

Amount  transferred  by  order  of  City  Council, 

June  11,  1894 5,000  00 

Amount  transferred  by  City  Auditor  .        .  3,898  61 

$115,898  61 

ExpendUures, 
Fens,  Riverway,   Leverett  Park,  Jamaica  Park, 

and  Arborway $34,640  34 

Franklin  Park 82,727  43 

Cliarlesbank 13,196  39 

Marine  Park  System 12,474  59 

Park  Department 8,307  19 

Arnold  Arboretum 7,639  83 

Wood  Island  Park 2,151  75 

Commonwealth  Avenue 1,945  02 

Charlestown  Heights 1,749  13 

FrankUn  Field 784  49 

Dorchester  Park 190  00 

Charlestown  Playground 92  45 

#115,898  61 


INCOME.      • 

Receipts. 

Received  from  premium  on  loans      .        .        .  $802,615  00 
Received  from  rents  and  sale  of  buildings,  wool, 
sheep,  grass,  and  wood 5,854  96 

$808,469  96 

PaymenU, 
Premium  on  loan  paid  into  Public  Park  Sinking- 

Fund 302,615  00 

Income  carried  to  General  City  Income      .        .         5,854  96 

$308,469  96 

APPROPRIATION  FOR  PUBLIC  PARKS,  CHARLESTOWN. 
Balance  unexpended  January  31,  1894 $101,661  96 

Expenditures, 
Piud  on  account  of  Charlestown  Playground  .        .        .        .      $101,66196 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


33 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  PUBLIC  PARK,  NORTH  END. 
^Public  Park  Loan,  Wards  6  and  7,  issued  1894-95  .      $200,000  00 

Expenditwres, 

Paid  on  account  of  Public  Park,  North  End  .  $199,568  44 
Balance  unexpended  January  31,  1895    .        .  436  56 

$200,000  00 

APPROPRIATION  FOR  PLAYSTEAD,  NORTH  BRIGHTON. 
Amount  of  appropriation  authorized  by  City  Council,  July  10, 

1893 $25,000  00 

JEh[ptndUurts, 

Paid  on  account  of  Playstead,  North  Brighton  .  $21,114  88 
Balance  unexpended  January  81,  1895       .        .         3,885  17 

$25,000  00 

APPROPRIATION  FOR  PUBLIC  PARKS 

Public  Park  Loan,  issued  in  October,  1894  $1,500,000  00 
Public  Park  Loan,  issued  in  January,  1895  .  1,000,000  00 
Balance  unexpended  January  81,  1894        .  24,584  84 

Crushed  stone  appropriation  for  street  improve- 

ments 50,000  00 

$2,574,584  84 

Ejp€nd%twre$, 

Commonwealth  Avenue $85,356  01 

Fens 87,898  80 

RiTerway 201,484  54 

Leverett  Park 268,449  Z% 

Jamaica  Park 389,016  79 

Arborway 204,976  66 

Arnold  Arboretum 6,081  02 

West  Roxbury  Parkway 4,251  56 

Franklin  Park 288,064  82 

Dorchesterway 27,525  22 

Strandway 25,868  56 

Amotmi  wrrUd  forward,  $1,478,968  88 

*  Chapter  883,  Acts  of  1808,  authorizes  the  taking  of  lands  of  an  assessed  value  not  ex- 
oeeding  $300,000,  and  the  issue  of  bonds  to  an  amount  necessary  to  pay  for  such  lands,  and 
a  further  amount  not  ezoeeding  $60,000,  to  be  used  to  meet  the  expense  of  preparing  said 
lands  for  public  use. 
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Amouni  hrouglU  forward,  $1,478,968  SS 

Marine  Park 120,888  66 

CharlGSbank 1,392  88 

Wood  Island  Park 69,846  42 

Charleatown  Heights 26,830  08 

Charlestown  Playground 26,014  86 

Dorchester  Park 1»688  32 

Franklin  Field 89,493  26  v 

Betterment  expenses 1|686  21 

Balance  unexpended  January  81,  1896       .        .  768,876  38 


#2,674,684  84 


n. 

Summary  of  Expenditures  on  Account  of  Land^  Construc- 
tion^ and  Betterments  for  the  Financial  Year^  1894-95. 


Main  Park  System 
Fens    . 
Riverway    . 
Leverett  Park    . 
Jamaica  Park 
Arborway    . 
Arnold  Arboretum 
West  Roxbury  Parkway 
Franklin  Park 

Marine  Park  System : 
Dorchesterway    . 

Strandway  . 


Dorchester  Park     . 
Franklin  Field 
Charlestown  Playground 
PubUc  Park,  North  End 
Playstead,  No.  Brighton 


#16,490  00 

84,211  42 

109,366  96 

294,420  08 

93,046  01 

266  16 

3,661  76 

10,673  74 


#611,036  10 


#2,124  26 
3,786  75 


Main  Park  System : 
Commonwealth  Avenue 


6,910  01 
100  00 

71,392  09 
126,030  29 
194,407  64 

21,114  83 


OOnSTRVOTIOIV. 

.         .     #86,366  01 
Fens 22,408  80 

Amount  carried  forward^  #107,764  81 


#1,028,989  9e 
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Anumni  brought  fonoard, 
Riverway     . 
Leyerett  Park 
Jamaica  Park 
Arborway    . 
Arnold  Arboretum 
West  Bozbnry  Parkway 
Franklin  Park     . 


Marine  Pu'k  System : 
Dorchesterway    . 
Strandway  . 
Marine  Park 
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$107,764  81 

117,273  12 

154,083  41 

94,696  71 

111,980  64 

5,814  87 

689  81 

222,891  08 


$814,544  45 


Charlesbank    . 
Wood  Island  Park  . 
Cbarlestown  Heights 
Charlestown  Playground 
Dorchester  Park 
Franklin  Field 
Public  Park,  North  End 


$25,400  96 

22,077  81 

120,888  66 


Commonwealth  Ayenue  . 

Jamaica  Park 

Arborway 

Dorchesterway 

Strandway 

Franklin  Field 


168,367  43 

1,392  88 

59,846  42 

26,830  03 

1,646  03 

1,488  82 

18,101  16 

5,155  80 

. ,  .  -   .  .  1  M7  *\7fi  n*^ 

$276  00 

318  56 

381  53 

273  86 

111  87 

324  39 

1,686  21 


$2,128,048  69* 
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m. 

Summary  of  Expenditures  on  Account  of  Park  Construction 
from  the  Organization  of  the  Boards  October  5,  1875^  to 
January  31  ^  1895. 

MAIN  PARK  SYSTEM. 

COMMOirWBiXTH  AYBHUB. 

Boadways,  sidewalks,    gutters,    drainage,    and 
general  work    .  .  .        .    1^79,258  55 

Electric  lighting 5,674  00 

Plantations 8,047  68 

Plans  and  designs 22  00 

$92,997  18 

FENS. 

Filling ^76,811  15 

Excavating,  grading,  loam,  and  general  work     .  583,983  85 

Roadways,  sidewalks,  gutters,  and  drainage       .  847,781  52 

Retaining-walls,  curb,  and  fence  118,177  77 

Boylston  bridge 92,011  48 

Plantations 69,788  69 

Charlesgate  bridge 56,675  79 

Agassiz  bridge 52,013  50 

Stony-brook  bridge 40,007  11 

Railroad  bridge 89,995  04 

Fen  bridge 27,619  81 

Plans,  designs,  and  superintendence   .  27,174  28 

Office  and^neral  expenses         ....  14,114  92 

Machinery,  tools,  etc 18,797  11 

Electric  lighting 6,887  28 

Surveying 5,472  16 

Stony-brook  channel  and  gatehouse    .  1,976  28 

Water  supply,  settees,  and  live-stock          .  1,417  48 

2,025,654  57 

BIVBBWAT. 

Excavating,  grading,  loam,  and  general  work    .   $176,102  78 

Filling 104,148  90 

Roadways,  sidewalks,  gutters,  and  drainage  80,122  58 

Audubon  bridge 89,654  27 

Amounts  carried  forward,  #400,028  53  $2,118,651  75 
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Amounts  brouffkiforyford,  $400,023  68  $2,118,661  76 

Bridle-path  bridge 32,929  09 

AdminiBtratioii  building      •        •        •        •        .  26  839  67 

Foot-bridges  and  cnlyerts 14,329  67 

Tremont-Btreet  bridge 13,'273  63 

Plantations 9^581  53 

Brookline-avenne  bridge 8,936  82 

Bellevne-street  bridge 8,168  96 

Surveys,  plans,  designs,  and  superintendence     .  6,210  41 

Retaining-wall 4,880  67 

Shelter 4,618  66 

Electric  lighting 2,784  67 

Water  supply  and  settees 1,786  81 

Machinery,  tools,  etc 468  76 

Gatehouse 68  SO 


UBYMKBTT  PABK. 

Ezcayating,  clearing,  grading,  loam,  and  general 

''ork $174,122  74 

Roadways,  sidewalks,  gutters,  and  drainage  68,921  01 

Retaining-walls,  steps,  and  culyerts    .  34,177  66 

Leverett-pond  bridge 9,767  46 

Plantations 9,412  88 

Foot-bridges  and  culyerts 6,368  46 

Plans  and  designs 6,179  48 

Electric  lighting .        .        .        .  •     .        .        .  4,497  81 

Machinery,  tools,  etc 8,049  76 

Water  supply  and  settees 1,006  76 

Filling 16  76 

JAMAICA  PABK. 

Clearing  and  grading  grounds,  loam,  and  general 

work $60,496  12 

Roadways,  sidewalks,  gutters,  and  drainage  37,231  62 

Retaining-walls  and  steps 13,332  68 

Water  supply  and  settees 6,968  19 

Plantations 8,641  16 

Surveys,  plans,  designs,  and  superintendence     .  2,916  19 

Machinery,  tools,  etc 1,968  76 

Electric  nghting 1,622  60 

Pine  Bank  Refectory 294  66 


682,630  26 


316,608  76 


117,466  eS 

Amotmt  carried  fiMTward,  $8,086,267  42 
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Amount  brought  forward^  $3,085  »257  42 

▲HBOBWAT. 

Boadways,  sidewalks,  gutters,  and  drainage       .  $82,379  08 
Clearing  and  grading  grounds,  loam,  and  general 

work 68,474  14 

Culverts 5,489  53 

Water  supply  and  settees 4,899  16 

Stony-brook  bridge 4,432  93 

Electric  lighting *   .  3,028  00 

Filling 2,819  16 

Machinery,  tools,  etc 1,968  75 

Plantations 176  78 

Plans  and  designs 94  22 

173,761  76 

AXNOLD  ▲BBOUBTUM. 

Roadways,  sidewalks,  gutters,  and  drainage       .  $220,866  72 

Boundary  walls  and  gateways     ....  4,358  02 

Plans,  designs,  and  superintendence   .        .        .  1,396  22 

Plantations 713  41 

Settees 129  64 

Surveying 100  00 

WX8T  BOXBUBT  PABKWAT. 

Clearing  and  grading  ground,  loam,  and  general 

work $638  55 

Plans,  designs,  and  superintendence  .        .        .  51  26 

FBAKKLIN  PABK. 

Roadways,  sidewalks,  and  gutters       .        .        .  $636,395  42 
Clearing  and  grading  grounds,  drainage,  and 

general  work 424,476  28 

Plantations                           .        .        .        .        .  94,259  33 

Seaver-street  improvement          ....  75,796  64 

Shelter  and  Overlook 60,561  54 

Forest  Hills  bridge 42,418  77 

Scarboro'  Pond 40,943  11 

Park  wall  and  gateways 30,672  86 

Arbor,  Schoolmaster's  hill 28,299  90 

Scarboro'  Pond  bridges 26,561  58 

Plans,  designs,  and  superintendence  .        •        .  24,550  59 

Refectory  building 20,959  31 

Amounts  carried  forward,  $1,505^895  28  $3,487,272  99 


227,564  01 


689  81 
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Amounts  brought  forward^  gl,606,896  28  $3,487,272  99 

Ellicottarch 16,732  21 

Ellicott  House 14,411  25 

Ellicottdale 12,542  94 

StractureB 11,334  90 

Machineiy,  tools,  etc 11,145  38 

Playstead  and  flag-staff 10,899  76 

Water  supply,  fountains,  and  settees  .        .        .  10,281  06 

Propagating  house 8,205  55 

Pergola  wall  and  terrace 5,206  76 

Electric  lighting 5,108  75 

Terrace  wall 3,956  05 

Concourse,  Scarboro*  hill 8,569  80 

Culverts 8,129  34 

Carriage  shelter 2,613  81 

ReserYoir 694  47 

1,625,227  81 

MARINE  PARK  SYSTEM. 

DORCHESTBKWAT. 

Filling $19,891  ^ 

Roadways,  sidewalks,  gutters,  and  drainage  15,780  95 

Grading,  loam,  and  general  work        .        .        .  7,923  87 

Plans,  designs,  and  superintendence    .        .        .  1,313  04 

Culverts 658  00 

PUntations 102  90 

45,165  14 

STRANDWAT. 

Filling .  $20,292  11 

Clearing,  grading,  loam,  and  general  work         .  1,693  58 

Plans,  designs,  and  superintendence   ...  70  01 

Culverts 60  50 

Plantations 18  80 

22,135  00 

MARINE  PARK. 

Filling,  grading,  loam,  and  general  work  .        .  $500,790  27 

Iron  pier  and  rail 175,571  99 

Pierhead 67,232  97 

Structures,  temporary  pier,  and  gas-lights  .        .  43,796  44 

Roadways,  sidewalks,  gutters,  and  drainage  37,920  52 

Head-house 30,388  70 

Bulkhead 4,996  00 

Amounts  carried  forward,  $860,696  89  $5,179,800  44 
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Am&unii  brought  fonoardt 
Plans,  desigiiB,  and  euperintendence 
Plantations  .... 

Electric  lighting 
Water  supply,  settees,  and  fence 


1860,696  89  #5,179,800  44 
3,789  49 
8,098  19 
2,453  04 
1,988  04 


CASTLE  ISLAND. 


Temporary  buildings  and  stnictares 
Clearing  and  grading  grounds    . 
Water  supply,  settees,  and  tent  . 
Plantations  .... 

Plans,  designs,  and  superintendence 


#24,973  98 

3,433  57 

2,002  98 

1,407  65 

52  92 


CHARLESBANK. 

Sea-wall  and  fllBng #176,853  90 

Gymnasium  grounds,  filling,  loam,   and  general 

work 51,914  37 

Plantations 12,032  91 

Walks  and  drainage 11,054  66 

Men's  gymnasium  building 10,492  83 

Women's  gymnasium  building    and  children's 

shelter 9,269  91 

Iron  rail,  fence,  and  gas-lights    ....  8,367  29 

Plans,  designs,  and  superintendence   .        .        .  2,076  27 

Water  supply 589  98 

Machinery,  tools,  etc 56  00 

WOOD  ISLAND  PARK. 

Grading,  loam,  and  general  work        .        .        .  #89,930  88 

Neptune  bridge 82,320  63 

Filling 29,852  82 

Field-house .  19,182  62 

Plantations 5,274  62 

Drainage 5,515  44 

Bath-house 3,105  13 

Water  supply 1,872  51 

Plans,  designs,  and  superintendence  .        •        •  1,488  03 

Culverts 426  00 

Iron  fence 88  34 


872,025  65 


31,871  10 


282,208  12 


AmowU  carried  Jorwardf 


189,006  02 
#6,554,911  33 
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Amount  hroughi  forward,  $6,554,911  8S 

CHARLESTOWN  HEIGHTS. 

Gnding*  loam,  and  general  work                        .  #26,899  91 

Shelter  bnilding 26,438  16 

Retaining-waU 13,922  14 

Sidewalks,  gatters,  and  drainage                 .  8,129  64 

Plantations 6,780  68 

Stepe 8,971  42 

Plans,  designs,  and  superintendence  .        .  1,880  59 

Electric  lighting 884  00 

Water  snpply,  settees,  and  fountains  .                .  800  86 


CHARLESTOWN  PLAYGROUND. 

Grading,  loam,  and  general  work  #5,218  75 

Plantations 867  17 

Plans,  designs,  and  inperintendence  ...  126  56 

Walks  and  drainage 8  00 

DORCHESTER  PARK. 

Clearing  and  grading  grounds     ....      #1,313  94 

Temporary  structures 774  95 

Plans,  designs,  and  superintendence   .        .  700  48 

FRANKLIN  FIELD. 

Clearing  and  grading  grounds     ....  #27,527  48 

Drainage 26.778  77 

Plantations 10,468  87 

Plans,  designs,  and  superintendence  .  105  81 

PUBLIC  PARK,  NORTH  END. 

Clearing  grounds  and  general  work    .        .  #4,857  94 

Plans,  designs,  and  superintendence   .        .        ^  289  77 

Sidewalks 58  09 

SUNDRY  ACCOUNTS. 

General  Account #78,987  50 

Park  Nursery 29,947  07 


88,107  85 


5,720  48 


2,789  87 


68,879  98 


5,155  80 


108,984  57 
#6,824,498  88 
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IV. 

Summary  of  Expenditures  on  Account  of 
Land^  Construction^  and  Betterments  from 
lion  of  the  Boards  October  5,  1875^  to 
1895. 


Public  Park 
the  Organiza- 
January  31^ 


Main  Park  System 
Fens     . 
Biverway 
Leverctt  Park 
Jamaica  Park 
Arborway     . 
Arnold  Arboretum 
West  Rozbury  Parkway 
Franklin  Park      . 


IiABTB. 

$596,254  49 

452,457  58 

259,016  17 

645,862  69 

131,507  08 

74,043  38 

3,561  75 

1,551,196  63 


Marine  Park  System : 

^po,f  xo,o*r*7    f« 

Dorchesterway     . 

$59,887  89 

Strandway    .... 

356,880  9? 

Marine  Park 

232,972  51 

r 

649,691  48 

Charlesbank     .... 

. 

878,916  99 

Wood  Island  Park  . 

132,800  00 

Charlestown  Heights 

50,588  02 

Oharlestown  Playground 

172,928  81 

Dorchester  Park      .        .        .        , 

81,401  18 

Franklin  Field 

127,812  86 

PubUcTark,  North  End. 

194,407  64 

Playstead,  North  Brighton 

21,114  88 

Sundry  surveys 

2,919  19 

*e  kn-x    JOJ    atk 

conrsn 

raivcTio 

BT. 

Main  Park  System : 

Commonwealth  Avenue        .        J 

192,997  18 

Fens     .        .        .        .        .     2, 

025,654  57 

Riverway      ....        J 

582,630  26 

LeverettPark       ...        J 

316,508  75 

Jamaica  Park 

117.466  66 

Arborway      .... 

173,761  75 

Arnold  Arboretum        .        .        \ 

227,5 

S4  01 

AmfmiUs  carried  forwa/rd^       $3,486,688  18 


$5,471,424  62 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


r 


43 

AmaufUshrought forward,  $3,486,683  18 

WeatRoxbnry  Parkway  689  81 

Franklin  Park      .        .         .  1,626,227  81 

Marine  Park  System : 

Dorchestenray     .  $46,165  14 

Strandway    ....  22,186  00 

Marine  Park  872,025  66 

Castle  Island                 .  31,871  10 


Charlesbank    . 
Wood  Island  Park  . 
Charlestown  Heights 
Gharlestown  Playground 
Dorchester  Park      . 
Franklin  Field 
PabUc  Park,  North  End 
General  Account 
Park  Nursery  . 


$6,471,424  62 


$5,112,600  30 


971,196  89 

282,208  12 

189,006  02 

88,107  86 

6,720  48 

2,789  37 

63,879  93 

6,165  80 

73,987  60 

29,947  07 


Betterment  expenses 


BETTEBBCKIVTS. 


6,824,498  88 

13,356  10 

$12,309,279  66 


PARK   BSTTEBMEHTS   COI.I.BOTBD  BT  CITT  COIJ:<BOTOR, 
TO   FBBRITART  1,  181NS. 


AMeMm*ta 
oommittad 

to 
Oolleotor. 

Abated. 

Net 
AMeesm'ts. 

Collected. 

Outstand'g 

February 

1,1895. 

Pnblie  Park,  Back  Bay 
Ifarlne  Park     .  •  .  •  . 

$484,600  00 
28,548  00 
135,020  00 
00,780  00 
108,072  00 
154.107  00 
9,718  00 

$148,126  78 
12,616  80 
122,000  66 
40,086  80 
74,775  00 
48,506  00 
463  00 

$201,478  27 
10,926  20 
18,028  84 
11,702  20 
34,197  00 
110,601  00 
9,250  00 

$290,404  27 
10,926  20 
18,028  84 
8,107  20 
21,559  00 
2,199  00 
1,28100 

$1,069  00 

FnakUn  Park 

Parkway,  Old  Harbor  . 
Parkway,  Muddy  Blyer 
Parkway,  West  Roxbory 
Parkway,  Dorcheirter    . 

8,595'  cib 

13,688  00 

108,402  00 

7,969  00 

Totals  •«..•--* 

$926,758  00 

$445,574  99  !a481.178  01 

$847,505  01 

$183,673  00 

PVBIilC   PABK  DBBT. 

Liabilities. 
Total  loan  outstanding,  January  31,  1896 

Ee9ources. 
Besonrces  of  Sinking  Fund,  January  31,  1895 


.  $10,849,000  00 
.      1,865,272  92 


Netdebt,  January  31,  1896 $8,993,727  08 
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Park  Constbuction. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  done  on  the 
public  parks  during  the  year,  a  more  detailed  description  of 
which  will  be  found  in  the  City  Engineer's  report  in  the 
Appendix : 

The  Fens. 

Tremont  entrance  has  been  finished,  and  the  stone-crusher 
and  temporary  buildings  which  were  used  during  the  prog- 
ress of  the  work  have  been  removed.  A  short  section  of 
the  shore  path  leading  from  this  entrance  to  Fen  bridge  has 
also  been  completed,  and  considerable  work  of  a  miscella- 
neous character  has  been  done  in  connection  with  the  finish- 
ing of  the  work  referred  to. 

A  foundation  for  the  John  Boyle  O'Reilly  statue  was 
built  on  the  site  selected  between  Boylston  road  and  the 
Fenway.  This  locationr  was  chosen  by  the  landscape  archi- 
tects, and  Daniel  C.  French  and  C.  Howard  Walker,  the 
designers  of  the  memorial. 

Lamp-posts  for  forty-five  electric  lights  have  been  erected 
in  the  Fens,  and  incandescent  lamps  have  been  placed  under 
the  arches  of  Stony-brook  bridge,  the  connecting  wires  being 
carried  undei'ground  by  cables  drawn  through  wrought- 
iron  pipes.  The  lighting  of  the  Fens  enabled  the  depart- 
ment to  keep  the  drives,  rides,  and  walks  open  at  night, 
which  had  become  necessary  on  account  of  the  occupancy  of 
several  new  houses  on  the  Fenway,  and  the  completion  of 
the  parkways  beyond  the  Fens. 

Two  additional  houses  were  built  fronting  the  Fens  during 
the  year,  and  arrangements  for  further  building  are  in  prog- 
ress. The  extension  of  Boylston  street  from  the  Fens  to 
Brookline  avenue,  and  the  filling  of  the  adjoining  marshes 
now  in  progress,  should  have  a  tendency  to  increase  the  de- 
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mand  for  boilding-Iots  and  the  erection  of  dwellings  on  the 
desirable  frontage  of  the  Fens. 

The  Board,  recognizing  that  the  rapid  growth  of  the  city 
westward  would  eventually  demand  street-railway  commun- 
ication between  the  two  sides  of  the  Parkway  at  the  Fens, 
and  that  it  would  be  a  very  great  danger  to  human  life  to 
permit  electric  cars  to  traverse  Boylston  road  through  the 
Fens  in  the  inmiediate  neighborhood  of  the  steam  railroad, 
negotiations  were  begun  for  securing  a  right  of  way  from 
Charlesgate  west,  through  private  lands  adjoining  the  rail- 
road, to  a  street  leading  to  Boylston  street,  to  enable  the 
electric  cars  to  pass  under  the  main  entrance  to  the  Fens, 
rather  than  across  its  surface.  As  a  result  of  these  negotia- 
tions, the  Board  secured  an  easement  in  a  part  of  the  route 
and  the  fee  of  the  remainder  for  street-railway  purposes, 
which  can  be  utilized  whenever  the  railway  company  desires 
to  avail  itself  of  the  opportunity  to  build  this  extension,  it 
having  been  ascertained  that  the  cost  of  constructing  such 
a  way  would  not  be  an  unreasonable  burden  on  the  railway 
company. 

Riverway. 

The  plantations  have  been  finished,  except  those  around 
the  Administration  building  and  the  Bridle-path  bridge. 
The  latter  has  been  completed,  and  the  walks  throughout 
the  Riverway,  excepting  the  boundary  walk,  have  been 
graded  and  surfiEU^d. 

The  filling  of  Audubon  road  and  the  building  of  the  bridge 
over  the  railroad  leading  to  Beacon  street  have  been  com- 
pleted, and  all  that  remains  to  be  done  in  this  section  of  the 
parkway  is  the  sur&cing  of  Audubon  road  and  the  boun- 
daiy  walk,  the  building  of  a  wall  and  steps  at  the  Adminis- 
tration building,  the  planting  of  the  adjoining  grounds,  and 
the  erection  of  a  tool-house  on  the  river  bank  near  Tremont 
street. 
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A  circular  stone  structure  for  shelter  and  tool-house  pur- 
poses, from  plans  by  Shepley,  Rutan,  &  Coolidge,  has  been 
built  on  the  bank  near  the  foot-bridges  which  carry  the  walk, 
leading  from  Bemer  street,  over  the  ride  and  river  to  the 
Brookline  side.  It  is  expected  that  this  walk  will  be  con- 
tinued by  the  town  over  the  railroad  by  a  bridge  to  Chapel 
street  near  the  Longwood  station.  The  water  in  the  river 
was  raised  to  its  high  level  early  in  the  summer,  giving  the 
Riverway  an  attractive  appearance  which  will  yearly  improve 
with  the  growth  of  the  young  plantations  along  its  banks. 

A  new  bridge  to  displace  the  unsightly  wooden  one  at 
Longwood  avenue  is  very  much  needed,  and  as  Brookline 
will  share  the  expense,  arrangements  should  be  made  with  the 
town  authorities  to  join  in  the  building  of  a  permanent  stone 
structure  at  an  early  day.  A  preliminary  sketch  for  a  bridge 
has  been  prepared  by  Shepley,  Rutan,  &  Coolidge,  the  esti- 
mated cost  of  which,  in  rock-faced  ashlar  with  the  soffits  of 
the  arches  in  brick,  is  1153,000.  The  proportion  of  cost  to 
be  borne  by  the  city  will  not  exceed  $75,000. 

Leverett  Park. 

The  work  on  this  park  has  progressed  rapidly,  with  the  aid 
of  a  considerable  force  from  the  Street  Department.  The 
ledge  on  the  eastern  border  was  removed,  and  the  stone  was 
used  on  the  driveways  and  walks,  and  for  building  walls  and 
culverts.  The  drive  was  finished  from  Tremont  street  to 
Perkins  street,  and  opened  for  travel  in  the  fall.  The  ride 
and  walks  were  also  completed,  and  retaining-walls,  steps, 
and  culverts  have  been  built  where  needed. 

Perkins  and  Chestnut  streets,  on  the  southerly  border  of 
the  park,  have  been  cut  down  to  modify  the  steep  grade 
which  formerly  existed  near  the  junction  of  these  streets. 
This  change  of  grade  and  the  widening  of  the  roads  involved 
the  building  of  retaining-walls  and  the  lowering  of   the 
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water  and  gas  pipes,  which  consumed  a  great  deal  of  time, 
and  required  the  closing  of  the  streets  for  a  considerable  part 
of  the  summer.  The  work,  which  included  the  building  of 
stairways,  is  completed,  with  the  exception  of  some  coping 
and  pointing  of  the  retaining  and  parapet  walls. 

A  stone  bridge  over  the  entrance  to  a  cove  on  the  easterly 
side  of  Leverett  pond  was  built  under  contract,  and  the 
adjoining  grounds  were  graded  and  prepared  for  planting, 
which  will  be  done  in  the  spring. 

The  only  extensive  works  required  to  finish  this  park  are 
the  plantations  and  boundary  walks.  Several  small  struct- 
ures for  shelter  purposes,  as  provided  in  the  plans,  will  also 
be  needed. 

The  practical  completion  of  this  park  opens  to  use  a  most 
varied  and  attractive  pleasure-resort,  with  the  scenery  of  a 
sloping  valley  rising  gradually  from  the  lake  at  its  lower 
end  to  a  considerable  eminence  at  its  head,  with  numerous 
smaller  ponds  compassed  with  verdant  banks  and  woodsides, 
among  which  wind  the  paths,  ending  in  the  sylvan  seclusion 
of  Ward*s  pond,  which  nestles  in  a  deep  depression  between 
the  wooded  knoll  and  the  high  ridge  of  Perkins  street. 

• 

Jamaica  Park. 

The  drive,  ride,  and  walk  from  Perkins  to  Prince  street 
along  the  easterly  boundary  of  the  park  were  finished  and 
opened  to  travel  during  the  summer.  Adjoining  the 
pond  the  driveway  follows  the  course  of  old  Pond  street, 
widened  about  twenty-five  feet,  while  the  ride  and  walk 
are  carried  nearer  the  pond  by  an  esplanade  along  the 
shore,  which  is  protected  on  the  waterside  by  a  stone  wall 
laid  on  a  slope.  This  wall  will  be  surmounted  by  a  railing 
upon  which  vines  will  be  trained,  which  will  also  screen 
the  wall.  The  site  of  the  ice-houses  at  the  southerly  end  of 
the  pond,  near  Eliot  street,  has  been  excavated  to  fill  the 
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Arborway  and  to  extend  the  water  surface,  forming  at  high 
water  two  land-locked  coves  of  shallow  flowage,  with  steep 
sloping  banks  protected  by  low  walls.  The  abandonment 
of  the  project  for  open-air  bathing  at  these  coves,  as 
contemplated  in  the  original  plan,  leaves  the  question 
of  the  use  which  will  be  made  of  them  still  in  abey- 
ance. Action  on  a  petition  of  Dr.  H.  P.  Bowditch  and 
othei*s  for  a  high-grade  swimming-school  at  Jamaica  pond 
has  also  been  postponed  until  the  plans  for  constructing  the 
park  are  forther  developed.  For  the  same  reason  no 
action  has  been  taken  on  the  plans  for  a  boating  and  skating 
pavilion,  at  the  approach  to  the  pond  from  Pond  street,  pre- 
pared by  the  City  Architect.  A  temporary  landing  will, 
however,  be  provided  here  for  the  boat  service.  The  margin 
of  the  pond  has  been  filled  in  for  about  twenty  feet  in  width 
along  the  Pine  Bank  and  Perkins-street  shores  to  provide  a 
promenade  on  the  water  side,  the  abrupt  bank  making  it 
impracticable  to  secure  a  path  of  sufficient  width  between 
the  bank  and  the  original  shore.  The  filling  of  this  narrow 
strip  will  not  appreciably  diminish  the  water  area,  or 
affect  the  sylvan  aspect  of  the  pond  at  the  high-water  level 
which  will  be  maintained  in  the  fixture.  There  will,  more- 
over, be  a  distinct  gain  in  appearance  over  the  customaiy 
low-water  level  which  has  prevailed  in  summer  since 
the  pond  has  been  used  as  a  source  of  water  supply.  On  the 
westerly  side  of  the  pond  the  present  verdure-clad  banks 
will  remain  untouched  at  the  water^s  edge,  the  contour  of  the 
ground  permitting  the  paths  to  be  carried  inside  the  shore 
line. 

By  the  terms  of  the  settlement  with  the  Jamaica  Pond  Ice 
Company  the  ice  business  terminated  with  the  season  of 
1894,  and  the  buildings  are  in  process  of  removal.  The 
dwellings  and  stable  on  the  Parkman  estate  have  been 
removed,  and  a  plan  has  been  started  for  the  erection  of  a 
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memorial  to  Mr.  Parkman  on  this  site,  a  committee  in  charge 
of  the  matter  having  applied  to  the  Board  for  a  formal 
approval  of  the  scheme.  The  Board  also  received  a  commu- 
nication from  the  St.  Botolph  Club,  stating  that  it  was  the 
unanimous  wish  of  the  members  that  some  steps  might  be 
taken  looking  to  the  preservation  of  Mr.  Parkman's  garden 
as  the  most  fitting  memorial  of  Mr.  Parkman.  The  Board 
replied  that  it  would  deem  it  a  very  felicitous  result  if  some 
memorial  to  Mr.  Parkman,  to  be  approved  by  the  Board 
and  the  Art  Commission,  should  be  erected  on  the  Park- 
man  estate,  the  grounds  of  which  would  be  so  treated  that 
the  whole  should  form  a  memorial  of  him. 

The  buildings  at  Pine  Bank  and  on  the  Morse  place  have 
been  retained  for  such  uses  for  shelter  and  refreshment  pur- 
poses as  they  can  be  made  to  serve.  A  bronze  fountain,  by 
Anne  Whitney,  has  been  donated  to  the  city,  to  be  placed 
on  the  terrace  at  the  Pine  Bank  House,  the  fountain  having 
been  approved  for  this  site  by  the  Art  Commission. 

Arborway. 

The  grading  of  the  Arborway  has  been  substantially  fin- 
ished, excepting  the  section  between  South  and  Washington 
streets  at  the  crossing  of  the  Providence  division  of  the 
New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Eailroad,  where  the 
railroad  will  be  carried  over  the  parkway  and  Morton  street 
on  five  stone  arches.  The  drive  and  ride,  except  for  the 
above  distance,  have  been  surfaced  and  opened  to  travel,  and 
some  work  has  been  done  on  the  surfacing  of  the  walks  at 
the  Centre-street  entrance  of  the  Arboretum.  All  the  drains 
and  catch-basins,  except  on  the  traffic  road  adjoining  the 
Arboretum,  have  been  built,  and  a  culvert  for  the  brook 
coming  from  the  Arboretum  has  been  constructed  across 
the  Arborway.     The  surfacing  of  the  traffic  roads  and  the 
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interior  and  boundary  walks,  together  with  the  tree-planting, 
will  complete  the  Arborway. 

Arnold  Arboretum. 

The  eastern  border  of  the  Arboretum  has  been  graded  as 
a  necessary  part  of  the  work  of  grading  the  Arborway,  and 
an  arrangement  was  made  with  Harvard  College  for  the 
grading  of  the  easterly  part  of  the  Bussey  Institution  grounds 
and  the  construction  of  an  entrance  to  said  grounds,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  large  amount  of  surplus  material  which 
would  thus  be  obtained  for  use  on  the  Arboinvay  and  in 
other  places. 

The  additional  land  acquired  on  Centre  and  Walter  streets 
has  been  cleared  up  and  graded,  and  a  wall  is  being  built  on 
the  street  boundary.  An  arrangement  will  be  made  with 
Harvard  College  for  the  planting  and  care  of  this  land, 
together  with  the  lands  near  the  Centre-street  entrance  and 
on  Bussey  hill  that  were  reserved  from  the  original  lease,  by 
including  them  in  the  lease  which  will  be  made  in  connec- 
tion with  the  proposed  addition  to  the  Arboretum  of  the 
Bussey  land  on  Peters'  hill,  belonging  to  the  college. 

Topographical  surveys  and  a  plan  of  this  land  have  been 
made. 

Extension  of  the  Arboretum. 

The  Board  received  a  proposition  from  the  director  of  the 
Arnold  Arboretum  in  behalf  of  Harvard  College,  for  the 
addition  to  the  Arboretum  of  a  large  area  of  the  college 
land  on  Peters'  hill,  as  shown  on  the  map  accompanying  this 
report,  and  on  similar  terms  to  those  under  which  the  Arbo- 
retum was  originally  laid  out,  namely :  that  the  city  take  the 
land  and  lease  back  to  the  college,  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Arboretum,  so  much  of  it  as  is  not  required  for  use  as  drive- 
ways and  walks,  a  quarry  reservation,  and  a  traffic  road ;  the 
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college  to  establish  and  maintain  the  plantations  of  the  Arbo- 
retam,  including  a  collection  of  trees  and  shrubs,  suitably 
classified  and  labelled,  adapted  to  the  advancement  of  the 
science  of  botany  and  arboriculture  and  the  instruction  of 
the  public ;  the  city  to  build  the  driveways  shown  on  the 
plan  within  five  years,  and  to  finish  within  two  years  the 
driveway  running  through  the  valley  from  Walter  street  to 
South  street,  and  to  maintain  them  free  of  all  chaise  and 
expense  to  the  college ;  the  city  to  provide  and  maintain  a 
suitable  police  force  for  the  preservation  of  order  and  good 
conduct,  and  the  observation  of  the  rules  .and  regulations 
established  for  the  use  of  the  grounds  by  the  public,  and  to 
maintain  boundary  fences  where  necessary ;  the  Arboretum 
to  be  open  at  all  reasonable  times  to  the  inspection  of  the 
public,  with  only  such  limitations,  conmionly  adopted  in  well- 
kept  public  grounds,  as  may  be  found  necessary  to  prevent 
injury  to  the  trees  and  plants. 

The  project  receiving  the  approval  of  the  Board,  a  bill 
was  introduced,  and  is  now  pending  in  the  Legislature,  to 
enable  the  city  and  college  to  carry  out  the  plan.  No  esti- 
mate has  been  made  of  the  probable  cost  of  building  th^ 
driveways,  but  it  is  believed  that  a  comparatively  small 
annual  expenditure  will  enable  the  Board  to  complete  the 
roads,  fit  for  use,  within  the  time  named.  The  quarry 
reservation  will  be  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the  city,  from 
the  material  which  it  will  fiimish  for  the  repairing  of  the 
park  driveways,  the  supply  of  stone  being  lai^e  and  of  the 
best  quality. 

FrarikUn  Park. 

The  bridge  to  carry  the  Forest  HiUs  entrance  over  the 
traffic  road  leading  from  Forest  Hills  street  to  the  cemetery 
has  been  built,  and  the  grading  of  the  entrance  and  traffic 
road  is  now  in  progress.    This  work  will  be  finished  in  the 
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spring,  thus  making  the  connection  of  the  Arborway  with 
the  drives  of  Franklin  Park  complete. 

Seaver  street  has  been  reconstructed  along  the  north- 
easterly boundary  of  the  park,  making  a  broad  road  of  easy 
grades  into  which  Columbus  avenue  now  enters  at  Walnut 
street.  This  improvement  will  add  very  much  to  the  facility 
with  which  the  park  is  approached  from  the  city,  thus  ensur- 
ing a  larger  use  of  the  park  for  pleasure  and  recreation. 

Ellicott  House,  at  the  entrance  to  the  playgrounds  of  Elli- 
cottdale,  has  been  completed,  and  will  be  opened  to  the  public 
this  season.  Toilet,  bath,  dressing,  and  check  rooms  are 
provided  for  use  in  connection  with  the  tennis  courts  to 
be  laid  out  at  EUicottdale.  It  is  expected  that  a  branch 
of  the  electric  railroad  will  be  extended  from  Washing- 
ton street  through  Williams  street  to  a  point  near  Elli- 
cott House  and  thence  through  Forest  EKlls  street  and 
the  new  traffic  road  to  Forest  Hills  cemetery,  thence  by  way 
of  Morton  street  to  Washington  street  near  the  Forest  Hills 
station.  This  loop  will  bring  passengers  to  the  gates  of  the 
park  on  its  western  border,  where  are  situated  its  most 
picturesque  picnic  grounds  and  rambles,  and  the  new  play- 
ground, and  will,  when  constructed,  be  a  great  convenience 
to  visitors. 

A  refectory  is  being  built  on  the  hill  near  the  junction  of 
Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Glen  lane,  where  the  old  Gleason 
bouse  formerly  stood.  The  plans  provide  for  a  brick  and 
terra-cotta  structure,  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  feet  long 
by  sixty-nine  feet  wide,  containing  on  the  ground  level  a 
large  restaurant,  private  dining  room,  service  rooms,  toilet 
rooms,  and  staircases  leading  to  a  roof  garden  which  forms 
in  effect  a  second  story  having  pavilions  twenty-one  feet 
square  upon  each  comer,  containing  stairs,  serving  and  toilet 
rooms.  These  pavilions  are  connected  by  covered  galleries 
on  three  sides,  the  remainder  of  the  space  being  open  to  the 
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sky.  A  basement  story  under  the  entire  area  contains  the 
general  kitchen,  pastry  kitchen,  service  room,  ice  room,  cold 
room,  cold  pantry,  refrigerator  room,  toilet  rooms  for 
employees,  and  storage  room,  access  to  which  is  had  through 
a  covered  passage  under  the  terrace  which  runs  along  the  front 
of  the  main  building.  In  a  sub-basement  at  the  easterly 
end  of  the  building  are  boiler  rooms,  coal  rooms,  and  laundry, 
iccess  to  which  is  had  through  the  story  above  and  from  a 
large  sunken  yard.  On  a  level  with  the  main  or  restaurant 
floor  is  the  pergola,  which  extends  across  the  west  end  and 
along  the  southerly  side,  varying  in  width  from  twenty-eight 
to  fifty  feet.  This  is  paved  with  brick  and  has  a  treUised 
roof  supported  by  open  groups  of  wooden  columns.  In  the 
centre  of  each  group  provision  is  made  for  vines,  which,  tak- 
ing root  in  the  soil  below,  will  twine  around  the  columns 
and  spread  themselves  out  over  the  latticed  roof  above. 
The  pergola  wall  has  been  built  by  the  department  force  up 
to  the  floor  level,  the  parapet  being  included  in  the  contract 
for  the  building.  It  is  not  expected  that  the  refectory  will 
be  completed  for  use  this  season. 

The  water-shed  of  Franklin  Park  being  insufficient  to  keep 
the  ponds  full  during  the  dry  season,  some  provision  to  sup- 
plement the  natural  water  supply  became  necessary.  It 
was  thereupon  determined  to  utilize  the  plant  of  the  Jamaica 
Pond  Aqueduct  Corporation  for  this  purpose,  and  to  lay  an 
eight-inch  pipe  from  the  pumping-station  through  Chestnut 
and  Perkins  streets  and  the  Parkway  to  a  reservoir  on  Hag- 
borne  hill  in  Franklin  Park.  This  pipe  has  been  laid  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  distance,  with  stand-pipes  at  con- 
venient intervals  for  road-sprinkling  purposes,  and  the  reser- 
voh'  is  now  being  constructed.  This  will  ensure  an  adequate 
water  supply,  and  will  enable  the  Board  to  complete  the 
ponds,  which  will  add  very  materially  to  the  landscape  of 
Franklin  Park. 
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A  collection  of  fancy  pigeons,  including  archangels,  blond- 
inettes,  English  owls,  fantails,  tumblers,  niagpies,  nuns, 
and  turbits,  from  the  estate  of  the  late  Edmund  Quincy  at 
Isle  au  Haute,  was  presented  to  the  department  by  Dr.  H. 
P.  Quincy,  and  are  domiciled  at  the  propagating  house  in  the 
Nursery  at  the  southerly  end  of  tHe  park,  in  charge  of  W.  E. 
Fischer.  They  now  number  two  hundred  and  twenty-fiye, 
and  are  a  source  of  much  attraction  to  visitors.  A  flock  o'f 
about  two  hundred  sheep  also  attract  considerable  notice  and 
are  a  popular  feature  of  the  park,  the  herding  of  the  sheep 
by  the  shepherd  dogs  being  an  interesting  sight. 

The  Main  Park  System. 

By  the  pi:actical  completion  of  the  Parkway  the  depart- 
ment has  now  provided  the  public  a  continuous  drive  all  the 
way  on  park  land  from  the  Common  and  Public  Grarden  to 
Franklin  Park,  a  distance  of  about  seven  miles,  except  in  the 
short  interval  between  South  and  Washington  streets  where 
the  delay  is  due  to  the  raising  of  the  railroad  tracks.  When 
this  small  stretch  is  finished  there  will  be  no  interruption  in  the 
entire  length  of  parkway  drives  of  eleven  miles,  which, 
added  to  the  seven  miles  of  drives  in  Franklin  Park  and  the 
two  miles  in  the  Arboretum,  make  a  total  length  of  twenty 
miles  of  driveways  completed  and  thrown  open  to  the  public. 

Arrangements  were  made  with  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps 
under  which  this  department  supplied  the  lamp-posts  and 
underground  cable  for  171  electric  arc  lights  on  the  Parkway 
extending  from  the  Common  to  Franklin  Park,  and  35 
lights  on  Seaver  street  and  around  the  Playstead.  The 
lamps  are  maintained  by  the  Lamp  Department,  and  since 
they  have  been  in  operation  the  Parkway  has  become  a 
pleasant  drive  at  night. 

To  ascertain  the  extent  to  which  the  park  system  was  being 
used  for  driving,  riding,  and  cycling,  the  first  season  it  was 
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opened,  a  count  was  made  of  each  of  the  three  classes  of 
pleasure  travel  on  the  afternoon  of  October  28,  between  the 
hours  of  one  and  seven,  with  the  following  result : 
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The  Board  cannot  but  feel  gratified  at  the  extent  to  which 
the  public  is  making  use  of  the  parks,  and  it  ought  not  to  be 
a  difficult  matter  to  secure  the  funds  necessary  to  finish  the 
remaining  features  of  the  system,  now  so  nearly  completed, 
which  will  add  much  to  the  pleasure-giving  results  already  so 
apparent. 

Franklin  Fidd. 

The  meadow  which  had  been  underdrained  and  plowed 
was  levelled  off  and  cultivated  during  the  summer,  and  sowed 
to  grass  in  the  fall.  It  was  flooded  at  the  beginning  of 
winter,  and  has  been  much  frequented  for  skating  when  the  ice 
was  in  fair  condition.  The  shallow  water  makes  it  an  ideal 
place  for  this  sport,  and  the  Board  regrets  that  its  funds  for 
maintenance  do  not  admit  of  the  clearing  of  snow  from  the 
ice,  which  would  very  much  lengthen  the  period  of  usefiilness 
for  this  purpose.  No  plans  have  been  made  for  the  further 
improvement  of  Franklin  Field, 
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Dorchester  Park. 

A  topographical  map  of  this  park  has  been  made.  Some 
readjustment  of  boundary  between  it  and  the  Convalescents* 
Home  of  the  City  Hospital  and  the  addition  of  some  land 
already  belonging  to  the  city  would  admit  of  a  much  better 
plan  for  laying  out  the  grounds  than  its  present  boundaries 
will  allow.  A  plan  will  soon  be  prepared  showing  the 
required  changes. 

Dorche^erway  and  Strandway. 

The  grading  of  Dorchesterway  from  Five  Corners  to 
Buttonwood  street  has  been  completed  except  the  removal 
of  the  ledge  near  the  latter  street.  Some  of  the  surfiEtcing 
has  been  done  near  Everett  square  to  provide  an  outlet  for 
Pond  street,  and  at  the  intersection  of  the  Parkway  with 
Buttonwood  street.  The  Board  having  obtained  the  consent 
of  the  Railroad  Conunissioners  for  an  overhead  bridge  where 
the  Parkway  crosses  the  Old  Colony  division  of  the  New 
York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad,  the  contractor  for 
filling  between  Buttonwood  street  and  the  railroad  has  been 
allowed  to  carry  on  the  work  to  a  grade  suitable  for  the 
overhead  crossing.  The  construction  of  the  bridge  can  be 
deferred  until  the  Strandway  is  built,  with  which  it  will 
connect. 

Some  temporary  filling  was  done  on  the  Strandway  last 
winter,  in  connection  with  the  owners  of  certain  land  on  Fifth 
street  which  was  encumbered  with  clay-banks,  under  which 
arrangement  the  Board  paid  thirty  cents  per  cubic  yard  for 
the  material  delivered  on  the  Strandway,  thereby  affording 
employment  for  men  and  teams  at  a  time  of  general  busi- 
ness depression.  About  sixty-seven  thousand  cubic  yards  of 
filling,  cart  measurement,  were  received  by  this  arrange- 
ment.    Since  this  work  was  closed,   the   Board  has  had 
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several  applications  to  continue  it  on  the  same  terms,  but  as 
the  filling  of  the  Strandway  by  the  dredging  of  the  flats  is  a 
necessary  part  of  its  construction,  it  has  been  felt  that  the 
continuance  of  the  work  as  proposed  would  not  be  econom- 
ical on  the  part  of  the  city. 

The  Board  hoped  to  be  able  to  take  up  this  year  the  work 
of  filling  that  part  of  the  Strandway  extending  easterly  from 
H  street  to  Marine  Park,  and  had  plans  prepared  by  the  City 
Engineer  for  doing  the  work  by  contract.  Heavy  damages 
in  land  takings  have,  however,  so  reduced  the  appropriations 
for  land  and  construction  that  if  sufficient  funds  are.  set  aside 
for  the  settlement  of  the  remaining  land  cases,  the  balance 
available  for  construction  is  insufficient  to  permit  of  the  plans 
being  carried  out,  and  at  the  same  time  provide  for  the 
requirements  of  the  day-labor  service  in  the  public  parks. 
For  this  reason,  unless  a  further  appropriation  is  made  by 
the  City  Council,  the  construction  of  the  Strandway  will 
have  to  be  deferred  for  the  present.  The  Board  regrets  the 
delay,  particularly  with  regard  to  the  section  which  inune- 
diately  adjoins  the  peninsula  of  South  Boston,  where  real 
estate  is  awaiting  this  improvement  for  its  development. 

Marine  Park. 
The  work  of  filling  the  south  point  from  the  shore  to  the 
iron  pier  was  put  under  contract  in  July,  and  is  still  in 
progress.  A  head-house  is  also  being  built  under  contract 
at  the  shore  end  of  the  point.  This  building  is  flanked  on 
two  sides  by  raised  platforms  to  serve  as  promenades  which 
will  extend  to  the  iron  pier,  and  below  and  between 
which  five  hundred  bath  houses  will  be  located.  The 
bouse  will  contain  a  general  waiting  room  on  the  ground 
or  terrazzo  floor,  with  men's  and  women's  waiting  and 
dressing  rooms  and  bath  toilets,  the  spaces  under  the 
promenades  being  devoted  to  offices  for  the  police,  and  a 
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foreman's  and  workmen's  room.  On  the  second  floor  two 
large  cafes,  connected  by  a  corridor  and  service  rooms, 
adjoin  the  promenades,  the  rest  of  this  floor  being  occupied 
with  the  upper  part  of  the  general  waiting  room  and  the 
stairway  to  the  restaurant,  which  is  on  the  third  floor 
above  the  waiting  room.  Over  the  cafes  are  the  kitchen 
and  store  room,  and  the  attic  contains  the  laundry.  It  is 
expected  that  this  house  will  be  completed  for  use  the  pres- 
ent season,  and  with  the  bath  houses  and  bathing  beaches 
will  add  much  to  the  attractiveness  of  this  now  popular 
resort.     A  sketch  of  the  building  is  published  herewith. 

The  shore  drive  and  the  walk  from  Sixth  street  to  Broad- 
way, and  the  drive  from  the  Broadway  entrance  to  the  tempo- 
rary bridge  to  Castle  island,  have  been  surfaced,  and  the 
drains,  water  pipes,  and  electric  light  cables  have  been  laid. 
Four  electric  arc  lamps  now  light  the  grounds  in  addition  to 
those  on  Q  street  and  on  the  Castle  island  bridge. 

Fifteen  electric  arc  lamps  were  placed  on  Castle  island, 
and  temporary  fences  were  erected  along  the  sea-walls,  in 
response  to  a  very  large  petition  from  workingmen  that  the 
island  be  kept  open  evenings.  A  plan  for  a  shelter  has 
been  prepared  by  the  City  Architect,  which  is  herewith  sub- 
mitted. This  building  will  be  situated  at  the  extreme 
southerly  point  of  the  island,  where  the  hospital  building 
now  stands,  which  is  to  be  removed  by  consent  of  the  War 
Department. 

Wood  Island  Park. 

The  grading  of  the  upland  to  provide  for  the  driveway 
from  Neptune  road  to  the  Concourse  on  West  Wood  island, 
which  was  under  contract  last  year,  has  been  completed  so 
far  as  the  material  on  the  ground  would  permit. 

The  Field  House,  intended  for  use  in  connection  with  the 
men's  gynmasium  and  boys'  playground,  has  been  completed, 
and  was  opened  to  both  sexes  during  the  skating  season,  the 
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playground  being  flooded  for  that  purpose.  Over  80,000 
people  avaUed  themselves  of  this  privilege  during  the  twenty- 
five  days  on  which  there  was  skating.  An  iron  fence  has 
been  built  around  the  gymnastic  ground,  and  contracts  have 
been  made  for  the  iron  frames  and  gymnastic  apparatus. 

A  section  of  the  women's  bath  house  has  also  been  built  to 
provide  temporary  shelter,  and  toilet  rooms  for  women.  This 
building  can  be  of  little  use  until  some  grading  is  done  to 
make  it  more  accessible,  and  the  completion  of  the  bath 
houses  and  bathing  beach  would  add  very  much  to  the  use- 
fulness of  this  pleasure-ground  without  great  expense.  The 
work  on  the  park  is  now  so  well  advanced  that  its  comple- 
tion ought  not  to  be  long  delayed,  especially  as  the  recent 
.grading  leaves  it  in  a  rough,  unfinished  condition,  much  less 
attractive  than  formerly. 

Charlesibanh. 

The  buildings  at  both  the  men's  and  women's  gymnasium 
having  been  outgrown,  as  stated  in  the  last  Annual  Beport  of 
the  Board,  plans  for  a  new  building  at  the  men's  gymnasium, 
which  will  provide  proper  bathing,  dressing,  and  locker  con. 
veniences,  were  prepared  by  the  City  Architect,  and  the 
building  is  now  under  construction.  An  addition  to  the 
women's  lavatory  building,  to  furnish  the  same  facilities  to 
the  large  number  of  women  and  girls  who  exercise  daily  in 
the  gymnasium,  is  also  being  erected  from  plans  by  Walker 
&  Kimball,  architects.  The  completion  of  these  buildings 
will  add  much  to  the  health  and  pleasure  of  those  who  fre- 
quent the  gymnasiums. 

For  information  as  to  the  attendance  at  these  grounds  and 
other  detaib,  reference  is  made  to  the  Annual  Seports  of  the 
-City  Engineer  and  a  committee  of  the  Massachusetts  Emer- 
gency and  Hygiene  Association,  which  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


60 


Chaviestown  Heights. 

The  shelter  building,  retaining  walls,  and  steps  have  been 
completed,  and  the  house  is  ready  for  use  the  coming  season. 
The  upper  story  consists  of  a  large  open  shelter,  with  a  band- 
stand on  the  side  next  to  the  promenade.  Below  are  the 
waiting  and  toilet  rooms  and  quarters  for  the  attendant,  the 
police,  and  workmen.  A  paved  court  in  front  under  the  over- 
hanging shelter  is  provided  with  seats,  and  immediately 
outside  are  the  sand-couits  and  children's  playground.  The 
house  will  be  heated  in  cool  weather  and  lighted  by  electric 
lights,  and  with  the  pleasant  hillside  grounds  should  become 
a  favorite  resort  for  the  people  of  Charlestown. 

Charlestovm  Playground. 

The  work  of  filling  the  mill-pond  is  progressing  steadily 
with  good  results,  and  without  expense  to  the  department 
except  for  the  levelling.  Plans  for  the  building  for  admin- 
istration purposes,  and  to  provide  dressing  rooms  for  the 
gymnasium  to  be  established  on  this  ground,  have  been  pre- 
pared by  Sturgis  &  Cabot,  architects,  and  are  only  await- 
ing the  necessary  appropriation  for  its  erection. 

Public  Park  at  the  North  End. 

The  tract  of  land  on  the  water  front  at  the  foot  of  Copps 
Hill,  which  was  taken  by  the  Board  in  1893  for  a  North  End 
park,  has  been  cleared  of  the  buildings  and  wooden  wharves, 
and  a  plan  for  laying  it  out  has  been  adopted.  Application 
has  been  made  to  the  Harbor  and  Land  Conmiissioners,  and 
the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  authority  to  make  excavations 
and  fillings  necessary  to  carry  out  the  plan.  When  this  is 
granted,  work  will  at  once  be  begun  on  the  construction  of 
the  park.  Reference  is  made  to  the  subjoined  report  of  the 
landscape  architects  for  a  description  of  the  plan. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


m 

0) 


7} 

o 
X 

CD 

C 
D 

< 

> 

< 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


61 


Pending  Contracts. 

The  pending  contracts,  with  the  value  of  the  unperformed 
work,  are  as  follows : 


Contractor. 

Place. 

Nature  of  Work. 

Date  of 
Finishing 
specified  in 
Contract. 

Amount. 

Unper. 
formed. 

Moulton  ftO'Ma-  { 
honey { 

John  MoNamara . 

Wm.J.  Magnire. 

Charlee  H.  Dodge, 

J.J.Flynn    .  .  . 

NJ.TerraCotta* 
Co I 

Leverett  Park . 

Jamaica  Park, 

Franklin  Park, 

If          It 

14                     l< 
(4                     <« 

Dorchester  way. 
Marine  Park   . 
If         « 

II         II 
«<         «i 

Oharleabank    . 
If 

Wood    Island 
Park   .  .  . 

1  ReUinlng-wall 
)     and  grading . 

Pine  Bank  House, 

Rooflnff  Shelter  . 

j  July  1,  '04 
April  1,  '06 

$11,200  00 

10,800  00 
1,876  00 

60,020  00 
71,680  00 

0,006  00 

10,060  00 
84,885  00 
94,000  00 

4,878  00 

8,800  00 

11,000  00 
6,780  00 

2,888  00 

$6,919  76 

10,890  00 
476  00 

( Forest  Hills 
f     bridge    .  .  . 

Refectory  build'g, 

( Terra  Cotta,  Be- 
(feotorybuUd'g, 

Filling 

Aug.  16,  *04 
May  21,  '06 

JMayl,'06 

9.872  86 
64,786  25 

0,006  00 

7,466  81 
66,686  00 
41,808  12 

4.873  00 

8,300  00 

11,000  00 
6,780  00 

2,883  00 

Ctenry  &  Northnp, 

Wm.L. Miller,  . 

Lynch  ft  Wood- ) 
ward    •  .  .  .  ) 

MazBachmann   . 

John  McNamara . 

Frame  ft  Mc      \ 
Pherson  .  .  .  ) 

Van  Dom   Iron  { 
WorkaCo..  .  i 

Head-house .  .  . 
Filling 

1  tus,  Head5iouse 

j  Ssraffito  work, 
)     Head-house . 

Men's  Lavatory 
building    .  . 

J  Women's  Lava- 
)     tory  building 

1  Iron  fence   and 
1     frame .... 

May  1.  '06 

July  1,  '06 

Mar.27,'06 

May  16,  *06 

"     1,  '05 
1  If         II 

[  Jan.  1,  '06 

$874,041  00 

$226,008  78 

West  Roxbury  Parkway. 

In  its  last  Annual  Beport  the  Board  referred  to  the  advan- 
tages to  be  obtained  by  connecting  the  Boston  park  system 
with  the  Stony  Brook  Reservation,  and  eventually  the  Blue 
Hills,  of  the  Metropolitan  park  system,  and  published  a  map 
showing  alternative  routes  from  the  Arnold  Arboretum  and 
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Franklin  Park.   The  first  or  most  westerly  of  the  routes  indi 
cated  on  the  plan  was  finally  chosen,  and  the  land  taken  it 
conjunction  with  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission,  whicl 
took  the  southerly  part,  extending  from  Weld  street  to  an( 
including  the  top  of  Mt.  Bellevue,  this  Board  taking,  in  behali 
of  the  city,  the  other  portion,  extending  from  the  Arnold 
Arboretum,  through  the  valley  of  Bussey  brook,  to  Weld  street* 
Subsequently,  as  a  part  of  the  arrangement,  the  Metropolitan 
Park  Conmiission  transferred  the  control  and  custody  of  tha 
part  taken  by  it  to  this  Board  by  an  indenture  which  waa 
assented  to  by  the  City  Council,  and  appears  in  full  in  the! 
Appendix  to  this  report. 

By  this  arrangement  the  land  damages  on  the  part  taken  by 
the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission  will  be  settled  by  the  Com- 
monwealth, the  city  by  the  acceptance  of  the  gift  will  build 
the  necessary  roads  and  care  for  the  property  as  a  part  of  its ' 
park  system.  By  the  surrender  of  this  land  the  boundary 
between  the  State  reservation  and  the  city  parks  is  at  Wash- 
ington street. 

A  map  is  herewith  published  showing  the  parks  and 
parkways  from  Boston  Common  to  the  Stony  Brook  Res- 
ervation. 

Proposed  Stony  Bbook  Parkway. 

The  selection  and  acquisition  of  the  route  from  the  Arnold 
Arboretum  to  the  Stony  Brook  Reservation  should  not  deter 
the  city  from  eventually  securing  a  connection  between 
Franklin  Park  and  this  reservation  along  the  line  of  Stony 
brook,  provided  the  town  of  Hyde  Park  will  join  by  laying 
out  the  part  within  its  limits. 

This  route  will  follow  the  course  of  Stony  brook  and  an 
affluent  coming  from  Franklin  Park,  thus  providing  in  the 
cheapest  and  best  way  for  the  surface  drainage  of  a  consider- 
able territory,  much  of  which  is  swampy  or  low,  by  pre- 
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serving  the  nataral  water  course  as  in  the  Muddy-river 
improvement. 

Its  construction  would  render  a  large  area  of  vacant  lands 
more  valuable  for  suburban  residences,  and  greatly  benefit 
the  whole  valley  of  Stony  brook  by  preserving  the  purity  of 
the  streams  composing  its  head  waters. 

A  considerable  part  of  the  route  within  the  city  limits 
would  pass  through  land  already  belonging  to  the  city  and 
partly  occupied  by  buildings  connected  with  its  public  insti- 
tutions, which,  however,  would  not  be  closely  approached  by 
the  proposed  parkway.  This  route  has  the  advantage  of 
continuing  the  ample  pleasure-drives  and  bridle-pallis  of 
Franklin  Park  through  what  would  be  a  pleasant  meadow- 
like parkway,  entering  Hyde  Park  and  passing  through  the 
picturesque  high-rock  region  and  through  pleasant  fields  and 
wild  woods  to  the  southerly  end  of  the  Stony  Brook  Reser- 
vation, whence  it  would  before  long  probably  be  extended  to 
Mother  brook,  near  Paul's  bridge,  and  through  the  charming 
valley  of  the  Neponset  river  to  the  main  entrance  of  the 
Blue  Hill  Reservation. 

Charles  Ritek  Embankment. 

In  its  last  Annual  Report  the  Board  submitted  a  plan  for 
an  embankment  on  Charles  river  from  the  present  Charles- 
bank  to  the  Fens  within  the  lines  authorized  by  existing 
law.  This  plan  provides  for  an  embankment  outside  the 
present  harbor  lines  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  wide  from 
West  Boston  bridge  to  the  angle  near  Beacon  street,  con- 
necting with  Arlington  street  through  the  block  of  houses 
between  Beaver  and  Otter  streets,  and  seventy  feet  wide 
from  said  angle  to  Charlesgate  west. 

Subsequently  the  report  of  the  Joint  Board  consisting  of 
the  Metropolitan  Park  Commissioners  and  the  State  Board 
of  Health,  to  which  the  Legislature  had  referred  the  whole 
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question  of  the  improvement  of  Charles  river,  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  Legislature,  recommending  the  erection  of  a 
dam  near  Craigie's  bridge  high  enough  to  keep  even  extreme 
tides  out  of  the  basin,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  water  ait  a 
permanent  level,  also  the  acquisition  of  considerable  bodies 
of  land  along  the  shores  of  the  river  between  the  Cottage 
Farm  bridge  and  the  Waltham  line. 

With  reference  to  the  embankment  in  the  rear  of  Beacon 
street  the  Commission  says : 

By  chapter  435  of  the  Acts  of  1893  permission  has  already  been  given 
to  the  city  of  Boston  to  construct  on  her  side  of  the  Charles  river,  begin- 
ning at  West  Boston  Bridge  and  ending  at  the  Back  Bay  Fens,  an 
embankment  of  a  width  not  to  exceed,  in  the  rear  of  Beacon  street,  one 
hundred  feet,  but  subject  to  the  condition  that  the  filling  thus  made  shall 
not  be  used  for  building  purposes,  or  for  any  other  purpose  than  for 
ornamental  grounds  and  a  parkway. 

The  description  in  this  act  of  the  line  to  be  followed  in  making  the 
filling  of  the  first  section  of  the  proposed  embankment,  that  from  West 
Boston  bridge  to  the  rear  of  Beacon  street,  provides  a  broader  margin 
than  seems  to  us  necessary  on  this  side  of  the  basin.  We  propose  that 
so  much  of  the  act  as  relates  to  the  filling  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  basin 
and  in  continuation  of  the  Charlesbank  be  so  amended  that  the  filling 
authorized  shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  until  the  inter- 
section with  a  line  perpendicular  to  the  harbor  line  at  the  southerly  line 
of  Mt.  Vernon  street ;  thence  continuing  southerly  and  westerly  on  a 
curved  line  to  the  embankment  in  the  rear  of  Beacon  street,  to  be 
hereafter  described. 

It  may  fairly  be  inferred  .  .  .  that  the  owners  of  estates  on  the 
north  side  of  Beacon  street  west  of  Otter  street  have  no  very  gi*eat 
interest  in  the  appearance  of  their  houses  and  outbuildings  as  seen  from 
the  basin  or  the  bridges  crossing  it.  Whether  this  new  basin  will  be 
attractive  enough  to  induce  the  owners  of  these  properties  to  so  far 
change  the  external  appearances  of  their  houses  as  to  make  them  worthy 
adjuncts  to  the  superb  location  offered  to  them  is  a  question  which  we 
find  it  difficult  to  answer.  And  yet  upon  the  answer  to  this  question 
really  depends  the  solution  of  one  of  the  most  serious  problems  in  con- 
nection with  the  improvement  of  the  basin.  We  believe  that  this  water 
park,  if  formed  in  accordance  with  the  plans  submitted,  deserves  sur- 
roundings of  a  character  equally  dignified  and  attractive  with  itself. 
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Two  views  of  the  problem  present  themselves  to  us : 

First,  To  advise  the  filling,  to  the  north  of  the  passageway  in  the 
rear  of  Beacon  street,  of  a  wider  strip  than  thatof  one  hmidred  feet  now 
authorized  by  chapter  435  of  the  Acts  of  1893,  but  not  to  exceed  one 
hundred  and  fifty  feet,  in  the  expectation  that  gradually  the  hoped-for 
improvements  in  the  abutting  estates  will  be  effected. 

Second.  To  recommend  the  construction  of  a  wider  embankment  than 
that  provided  for  by  existing  legislation,  in  order  that  a  portion  of  the 
land  BO  filled  may  be  prepared  for  building  sites. 

After  due  deliberation  we  have  concluded  to  present  a  plan  for  your 
consideration  in  accordance  with  the  second  view  above  stated. 

It  does  not  seem  probable  to  us  that  the  houses  now  standing  on 
Beacon  street,  below  Otter  street,  are  likely  to  be  adapted  to  the  sur- 
roundings of  the  new  bs^in ;  the  large  sums  of  money  already  spent 
upon  their  Beacon-street  fronts  would  seem  to  preclude  the  change ; 
moreover,  these  fronts  to  the  south  have  always  commanded  higher 
prices  than  similar  lots  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  and  the  pref- 
erence will  undoubtedly  be  maintained.  But  it  does  seem  to  us  essen- 
tial that  the  houses  situated  on  the  borders  of  the  basin  should  also  front 
upon  it,  not  only  for  the  adornment  of  the  basin,  but  also  for  the  benefit 
that  would  accrue  to  it  from  the  better  policing  and  care  which  all  pub- 
lic grounds  receive  when  the  neighboring  householders  walk  through 
them  habitually,  or  constantly  have  them  under  view.  The  back  alley 
which  now  runs  along  the  border  of  Charles  river  in  the  rear  of  Beacon 
street  would  undoubtedly  be  well  kept  and  inviting  where  it  is  now 
neglected  and  repulsive,  if  the  owners  of  the  adjacent  properties  ever 
themselves  made  use  of  it. 

The  sale  of  the  land  prepared  for  building  sites,  if  carried  on  as  suc- 
cessfully as  such  transactions  have  hitherto  been  by  the  Commonwealth, 
would  yield  a  large  sum  of  money  to  be  devoted  to  the  repayment  of  the 
expenses  of  improvements  herein  recommended. 

We,  therefore,  propose  that,  instead  of  a  strip  of  ornamental  ground 
in  the  rear  of  Beacon  street  of  a  width  not  to  exceed  one  hundred  feet, 
provision  be  made  by  which  the  Board  of  Harbor  and  Land  Commis- 
sioners may  be  authorized  to  cause  to  be  filled  a  space  to  the  north  of 
the  present  wall  in  the  rear  of  Beacon  street  not  to  exceed  three  hundred 
feet  in  distance  therefrom  and  extending  in  a  line  parallel  therewith  to 
the  westerly  line  of  the  Back  Bay  Fens.  One  hundred  and  twenty  feet 
in  width  of  this,  immediately  to  the  north  of  the  existing  alleyway,  to  be 
filled  to  a  grade  proper  for  house  lots,  so  much  thereof  as  may  be 
needed  for  streets  and  public  open  spaces  to  be  reserved  and  the 
remainder  to  be  sold.    The  money  received  therefor  to  constitute  a  fund  - 
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from  which  shall  be  defrayed  the  cost  of  building  the  dam,  making  the 
necessary  fillings,  and  of  such  other  expenses  as  may  result  from  carry- 
ing out  the  plan  of  improvements  herewith  submitted.  The  remaining^ 
strip  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet  in  breadth  to  be  prepared  in  accord- 
ance with  designs  to  be  furnished  by  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners, 
and  to  be  used  only  for  parkways  and  ornamental  grounds. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  we  recommend  a  somewhat  wider  strip  in  the 
rear  of  Beacon  street  between  the  building  line  and  the  water  than  is 
designated  on  the  plan  of  the  landscape  architects.  We  do  so  for  the 
purpose  of  having  a  wider  belt  of  trees  and  shrubs  than  has  been  thought 
by  them  to  be  necessary.  Though  the  rapidly  approaching  use  of  the 
opposite  Cambridge  shore  for  building  purposes  will  have  a  tendency  to 
break  the  force  of  strong  wind  from  the  north-west,  it  is  desirable  to 
have  a  plantation,  if  only  of  shrubs  and  small  trees,  to  still  further 
diminish  their  force.  The  shore  line  of  the  basin  above  the  Back  Bay 
Fens  and  up  to  the  Cottage  Farm  bridge  on  the  Boston  side  of  the  river 
should  also,  in  our  opinion,  be  moved  to  the  north.  VHiether  the  addi- 
tional territory  so  gained  should  be  used  partly  for  new  building  sites,  or 
for  purely  ornamental  grounds,  has  been  a  subject  for  some  difference 
of  opinion  between  your  commission  and  the  landscape  architects.  The 
latter  advise  the  creation  of  new  building  lots  in  addition  to  the  orna- 
mental grounds.  We  think  that  it  is  not  advisable  to  narrow  the  stream 
at  this  point  further  than  may  be  necessary  for  procuring  the  orna- 
mental grounds  alone.  Our  recommendation  is  that  the  harbor  line  be 
removed  to  the  north  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  from  the 
Back  Bay  Fens  to  the  new  bridge  drawn  upon  the  plan,  and  above  this 
bridge  gradually  narrowing  till  it  reaches  a  width  of  fifty  feet  at  the 
Cottage  Farm  bridge;  that  this  new  territory  be  connected  with  the 
filling  in  the  rear  of  Beacon  street  by  appropriate  curves,  and  be  pre- 
pared for  park  uses  by  the  Land  and  Harbor  Commissioners  in  accord- 
ance with  plans  prepared  by  the  Park  Commissioners. 

Subsequently  a  committee  of  the  residents  of  the  water 
side  of  Beacon  street  submitted  plans  to  the  Board  for  a 
treatment  of  the  shore  of  the  river  from  the  Union  Boat 
Club  house  to  Harvard  bridge  by  an  esplanade  to  be  built 
by  the  city  with  the  cooperation  of  the  riparian  owners, 
under  section  2  of  chapter  435  of  the  Acts  of  1893.  The 
plans  provide  a  walk,  with  some  provision  whereby  the 
alleyway  may  be  hidden  while  retaining  the    river  view* 
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One  plan  by  Little,  Brown,  &  Moore  secures  this  object  by 
a  brick  and  stone  architectural  wall  eight  feet  high  on  the 
inner  side  of  an  embankment  twenty-five  feet  wide,  while 
the  other  plan  by  Longfellow,  Alden,  &  Harlow  proposes 
to  hide  the  alleyway  by  trees  and  shrubbery  planted  on  a 
sloping  terrace  supported  by  a  wall  on  the  inner  side  of 
an  embankment  fifty-five  to  seventy  feet  wide  as  may  be 
desired.  Both  jplans  provide  an  esplanade  with  a  balustrade 
or  parapet  wall  on  the  river  front  and  occasional  landings  at 
the  water's  edge. 

In  submitting  the  plans  the  committee  stated  that  the 
abutters  desired  the  basin  beautified  under  the  terms  of  the 
statute  of  1893,  without  filling  any  more  of  the  river  than 
IS  necessary  for  ornamental  purposes.  They  objected  to  a 
driveway  as  an  unnecessary  filling  in  of  the  river,  and  as  - 
not  being  readily  accessible  from  the  narrow  streets  leading 
oat  of  Beacon  street.  They  desired  to  keep  the  basin  as 
broad  as  possible  as  a  unique  feature  of  the  city.  To  secure 
the  cooperation  of  the  abutters  in  the  construction  of  the 
embankment  they  proposed  that  application  be  made  to  the 
Legislature  for  authority  to  assess  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  cost 
on  the  abutting  estates,  and  submitted  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  immediate  construction  of  an  embankment  containing 
provisions  for  such  an  assessment. 

The  Board  submitted  the  question  of  the  proposed 
improvement  of  the  Charles-river  basin  to  the  landscape 
architects  for  their  views  as  to  the  desirability  of  such  action, 
and  received  the  following  reply : 

Bbookunb,  Mass.,  28th  January,  1895. 
The  Hon.  Jomf   F.  Andrew,   Chairman   of  the  Boston  Park  Cam" 
mission : 
Sm:    We  beg  leave  to  respond  as  follows  to  your  request  for  a 
fre«h  expression  of  our  views  with  respect  to  the  Boston  shore  of  the 
Charles-river  basin. 
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At  different  times  within  the  past  twenty  years  yarioas  plans  for 
adapting  this  important  river  bank  to  public  uses  have  been  proposed. 
The  first  Boston  Park  Commission  (that  of  1876),  composed  of  Messrs. 
T.  J.  Coolidge,  William  Gray,  Jr.,  and  Charles  H.  Dalton,  recom- 
mended the  eventaal  construction  in  the  rear  of  the  Brimmer  street  and 
Beacon  street  houses  of  a  riverside  parkway,  comprising  planting 
strips,  a  driveway,  a  bridle-path,  and  a  promenade,  with  a  total  breadth 
of  two  hundred  feet. 

In  response  to  special  requests  we  have  ourselves  proposed  four 
solutions  of  the  problem.  Three  alternative  plans,  with  a  compre- 
hensive report,  were  laid  by  us  before  your  Board  in  1893,  in  response 
to  the  question:  What  ought  to  be  done,  assuming,  in  accordance 
with  the  existing  law,  that  the  necessary  new  filling  shall  not  extend 
into  the  river  more  than  one  hundred  feet  from  the  present  sea-wall  ? 
Another,  and  naturally,  a  very  different  plan,  was  made  and  reported 
upon  by  us  for  the  Joint  Charles  River  Commission  of  1894  in  response 
to  the  question :  What  ought  to  be  done,  assuming  that  the  limitations 
of  the  law  can  be  removed  P 

The  conmiission  will,  however,  remember  that  Mr.  F.  L.  Olmsted, 
Messrs.  F.  L.  Olmsted  <&  Co.,  and  Messrs.  Olmsted,  Olmsted,  <&  Eliot,  as 
Landscape  Architects  to  your  Boaixl,  have  always  taken  the  ground 
that  the  city  of  Boston  would  make  a  grave  mistake  if,  while  sufficient 
interior  parks,  parkways,  and  playgrounds  were  still  lacking  or  incom- 
plete, any  money  at  all  should  be  devoted  to  the  Charles-river  basin. 
Such  is  still  our  opinion.  The  reasons  thereof  may  be  briefly  recapitu- 
lated as  follows: 

First.  The  present  population  of  the  Back  Bay  has  no  need  of  any 
additional  recreation  grounds.  It  already  possesses  the  Public  Garden, 
Commonwealth  avenue,  and  the  Fens.  Moreover,  the  present  resi- 
dents of  the  Back  Bay  are  generally  away  from  town  during  the  only 
part  of  the  year  when  the  adjacent  shore  of  the  basin  might  be  a 
pleasant  place  of  resort. 

Second.  While  convenient  interior  squares  and  playgrounds  are  not 
yet  sufficiently  numerous,  the  necessarily  costly  development  of  the 
shores  of  the  basin  may  better  be  put  off.  The  Fens,  the  Muddy-river 
valley,  Jamaica  Park,  and  Franklin  Park  were  lately  tracts  which  lay  in 
Imminent  danger  of  being  built  upon  in  ways  which  would  forever 
have  precluded  their  conversion  into  parks.  Much  of  the  Charles 
river  above  Cottage  Farm  lies  to-day  in  the  same  dangerous  predica- 
ment; but  not  so  the  basin  now  in  question.  Here  is  an  open  space 
which  can  safely  be  held  in  reserve  until  other  necessary  spaces  are 
acquired.    The  million  or  half  million  dollars  which  it  is  proposed 
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should  be  invested  in  constnictiDg  what  to-day  is  an  nnnecessary 
promenade  on  the  borders  of  a  great,  natural,  open  space  ought 
rather  to  be  spent  in  acquiring  open  spaces  in  those  parts  of  the  town 
where  they  are,  and  will  be,  most  needed. 

Similarly,  it  seems  to  us  that  the  city,  as  a  whole,  would  receive  a 
greater  benefit  from  the  completion  of  the  construction  of  the  parks 
and  parkways  already  acquired  than  would  accrue  from  the  constrqc- 
tion  of  a  river  embankment.  Also,  that  while  money  for  the  proper 
maintenance  of  the  acquired  parks  is  obtained  with  difficulty,  the 
addition  of  a  public  promenade,  which,  like  Conomonwealth  avenue, 
would  cost  much  for  maintenance,  ought  to  be  avoided,  if  possible. 

For  these  reasons  we  question  whether  any  mandatory  legislation 
which  would  commit  the  city  to  the  immediate  expenditure  of  large 
sums  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  any  sort  of  a  public 
promenade  on  the  bank  of  the  basin  adjacent  to  Beacon  street  ought  at 
this  time  to  be  favored  by  your  Board. 

Respectfully, 
(Signed)  Olmsted,  Olmsted  &  Eliot, 

Landscape  ArchitecU. 

Subsequently  the  Board  notified  the  committee  that  the 
settled  policy  of  the  Board  has  been  to  consider  the  proper 
treatment  of  the  Charles-river  basin  as  a  subject  which  should 
be  taken  up  in  the  future  rather  than  as  a  work  of  present 
necessity,  and  that  in  the  general  view  of  the  Board  it  would 
be  better  to  appropriate  money  at  this  time  to  complete  the 
park  system  already  laid  out  than  to  construct  the  proposed 
embankment.  But  if  the  Legislature  should  take  a  stronger 
view  of  the  importance  of  an  early  settlement  of  the  ques- 
tion of  a  proper  treatment  of  the  Charles-river  basin,  and 
that  the  immediate  construction  of  the  proposed  embank- 
ment would  be  for  the  best  interest  of  the  city,  the  Board 
believes  the  plan  would  be  feasible  and  would  constitute  an 
important  addition  to  the  system  of  open-air  resorts  now 
being  established ;  and  while  it  would  be  glad  to  carry  out 
any  scheme  for  the  improvement  and  adornment  of  the  city 
which  would  be  wise,  it  may  be  better,  when  the  work  is 
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undertaken,  to  extend  it  over  a  greater  length  of  th^  shore 
than  the  partial  plan  submitted  by  the  conunittee. 

Commonwealth  Avenue. 
On  March  5, 1894,  the  Board  received  notice  of  the  action 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  consenting  to  the  transfer  of 
Commonwealth  avenue  to  this  department,  as  follows : 

Ordered^  That  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  with  the  approval  of  His 
Honor  the  Mayor,  hereby  consents  to  the  selection  and  taking  by  the 
Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  under  chapter  300  of  the  Acts  of  the 
year  1893,  for  the  purposes  of  that  Act,  of  that  part  of  Commonwealtfa 
avenue  lying  between  Arlington  street  and  its  intersection  with 
Beacon  street ;  the  same  being  a  public  street  leading  to  that  part  of 
the  park  system  known  as  the  Back  Bay  Fens,  and  the  consent  in 
writing  of  the  owners  of  more  than  a  majority  of  the  frontage  of  the 
lots  and  lands  abutting  on  that  part  of  said  avenue  having  been  obtained 
therefor,  as  appears  by  their  petitions  for  such  taking  now  before  the 
Board. 

On  March  12  the  Board  gave  a  hearing  to  the  owners  of 
estates  on  the  avenue,  at  which  a  number  of  representative 
men  appeared  and  &vored  the  proposition  that  the  Board 
assume  the  control  of  the  avenue  and  reconstruct  the  road- 
ways in  a  substantial  manner  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
authorizing  the  assessment  of  one-half  the  cost  of  improve- 
ment on  the  abutting  estates. 

The  reasons  given  among  others  were  that  it  is  the 
decorative  avenue  of  the  city,  is  restricted  to  residences 
only,  is  the  chief  approach  to  the  park  system,  and  the  con- 
necting link  between  the  old  and  the  new  parks,  and  that 
through  the  regulation  of  traffic  by  excluding  heavy  teams  the 
roadways  could  be  kept  in  a  condition  similar  to  those  in 
the  parkways^ 

In  accordance  with  these  recommendations  the  Board  on 
June  29  passed  a  vote  selecting  and  taking  so  much  of  the 
avenue  as  is  referred  to  in  the  order  of  the  Aldermen,  and 
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on  July  9  voted  to  resurface  the  roadways  with  an  asphalt 
pavement  and  make  sundry  other  unprovements  under  the 
direction  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  thousand  dollars. 

Subsequently  on  petitions  from  property  owners  remon- 
strating against  the  proposed  asphalting  of  the  avenue,  the 
Board  held  two  hearings  at  which  it  appeared  that  a  majority 
of  the  residents  strongly  objected  to  the  proposed  asphalt 
pavement.  A  proposition  that  the  residents  raise  a  fund  of 
$40,000  to  be  held  by  trustees,  $5,000  to  be  paid  to  the  city 
annually  for  eight  years  for  repairs  and  maintenance  on  con- 
dition that  the  Board  rescind  its  vote  to  asphalt  the  avenue 
and  lay  a  Macadam  or  Telford  pavement  instead,  was 
accepted  by  the  Board.  The  work  of  macadamizing  the 
avenue  from  Arlington  street  to  Massachusetts  avenue  was 
immediately  begun  by  the  Street  Department,  and  finished  in 
November  at  a  cost  of  $79,253.55. 

The  Board  then  assumed  control  by  policing  the  avenue 
and  posting  ordinances.  All  vehicles  for  conveying  mer- 
chandise except  those  engaged  in  supplying  residences  on 
the  avenue  have  been  excluded,  with  the  result  that  the 
experiment  thus  far  has  been  highly  satisfactory,  but  sufficient 
time  has  not  elapsed  to  demonstrate  whether  the  roadways 
can  be  maintained  in  good  condition  with  reasonable  care. 

Bbighton  Playoeound. 

In  accordance  with  an  order  of  the  City  Council,  approved 
by  the  Mayor  November  22,  1893,  authorizing  the  Board  to 
select  and  purchase  a  site  for  a  playstead  in  North  Brighton, 
under  the  special  appropriation  of  $25,000  for  that  purpose, 
the  Board  invited  tenders  of  land  in  the  desired  locality, 
and  accepted  offers  for  the  sale  of  about  fourteen  acres  of 
land  fronting  on  Western  avenue  near  Barry's  Comer,  the 
cost  of  land  and  surveys  being  $21,114.83. 
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This  location  will  adjoin  the  reservation  which  is  to  be  laid 
out  by  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission  on  the  borders  of 
Charles  river  under  chapter  509,  Acts  of  1894,  and  can  be 
readily  converted  into  a  playground  in  connection  with  the 
improvement  of  the  Charles-river  banks  by  said  Commission. 

Tables  Annexed. 
In  the  Appendix  will  be  found  tables  showing  cost  to  date 
of  the  public  parks,  and  other  details ;  also  reports  of  the 
Landscape  Architects  and  City  Engineer,  and  special  laws 
relating  to  the  park  system. 

BespectAiUy  submitted, 

John  F.  Andrew, 
Francis  A.  Walker, 
Edward  C.  Hodges, 

Commissioners. 
Boston,  Janiiary  31,  1896. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


APPENDIX, 


LANDSCAPE    ARCHITECTS'    REPORT. 


The  Hon.  John  F.  Andrew,  Chairman  of  the  Boston  Park  Com-- 
mission^  Boston^  Mass.  : 

Sir:  We  respectfully  submit  the  following  notes  of  our 
doings  in  connection  with  the  work  of  the  Boston  Park  Commis- 
sion during  the  year  1894. 

CommonweaUh  avenue^  between  Arlington  street  and  Beacon 
street,  having  come  under  the  control  of  the  commission,  it  be- 
came our  duty  to  examine  and  report  upon  its  design  and  condi- 
tion. After  investigation  we  recommended  the  macadamizing  of 
the  two  roadways,  the  resetting  of  the  curbs,  a  uniform  sidewalk 
pavement  of  brick,  the  regrading  of  those  parts  of  the  grass 
strips  which  are  not  flush  with  the  curbs,  the  rectification  of  the 
lines  of  trees  where  they  have  become  irregular,  the  addition  in 
conformity  to  the  original  design  of  a  new  row  of  trees  at  the 
edge  of  each  sidewalk,  the  addition  of  new  architectural  curbing 
and  masts  for  lights  or  flags  at  the  ends  of  the  central  grass  plots, 
the  ultimate  removal  from  the  central  promenade  of  the  existing 
statues,  and  the  placing  thereof  in  symmetrical  relations  adjacent 
to  the  sidewalks  at  the  ends  of  the  grass  plots,  —  the  last  two 
suggestions  being  directed  to  the  ultimate  development  of  an 
architectural  or  formal  plaza  at  the  crossing  of  each  street.  Com- 
monwealth avenue  undoubtedly  offers  a  rare  opportunity  for  the 
making  of  a  really  fine  formal  promenade  to  be  gradually  adorned 
with  architectural  monuments  and  sculpture.  On  the  other  hand 
the  fitting  maintenance  of  fine  work  of  the  formal  type  is  very 
costly.  It  will  be  remembered  that  we  advised  the  commission 
to  be  cautious  about  assuming  charge  of  the  avenue. 
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The  long  and  tedious  work  of  oonstnicting  the  boandary  roads  of 
The  Fens  having  beeti  completed,  the  only  questions  of  design 
referred  to  us  for  report  during  the  year  were  related  to  the 
plans  for  the  Tremont  and  Westland  entrances,  and  to  the  prob- 
lem of  how  best  to  carry  the  Boylston  street  electric  railway  across 
the  parkway  and  the  stream.  With  regard  to  the  latter  it  was 
finally  decided  that  the  tracks  of  this  line  ought  to  pass  over  the 
water  and  under  the  parkway  by  a  route  lying  immediately 
adjacent  to  the  location  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad. 

Along  the  Biveiuoay  from  Brookline  avenue  to  Tremont  street 
little  but  planting  remains  to  be  done,  and  questions  of  detail  only 
have  called  for  our  attention. 

In  Leverett  Park  between  Tremont  and  Perkins  streets  the 
roadways  have  been  made  usable,  but  most  of  the  ground  is  still 
in  the  rough.  This  unfinished  condition,  tc^ether  with  the  by-no- 
means  self-explanatory  arrangements  of  certain  pools  and  paths 
designed  especially  for  the  use  of  the  Natural  History  Society, 
has  unavoidably  induced  some  misapprehension  of  the  general 
plan. 

In  Jamaica  Park  the  state  of  things  is  much  the  same.  The 
hurried  opening  of  the  parkway  has  brought  the  public  into  these 
parks  before  the  raw  stage  of  preparation  for  the  coming  of  the 
public  has  been  passed.  In  order  to  permit  people  to  follow 
the  water's  edge  (as  people  are  always  eager  to  do)  and  at  the 
same  time  to  avoid  destructive  path-making  among  the  trees  which 
adorn  the  banks  and  frame  the  pond,  a  beach  which  will  serve  as 
a  path  is  in  process  of  formation  along  much  of  the  shore  of 
Jamaica  Pond.  Near  Pond  street,  where  a  beach  was  found  imprac- 
ticable owing  to  the  great  depth  of  the  water,  a  wall  designed 
to  rise  only  a  foot  and  a  half  out  of  water  and  to  be  half  concealed 
by  shrubbery  was  substituted  as  an  engineering  necessity.  Both 
wall  and  beach  have  been  unduly  conspicuous  during  most  of  the 
year,  because  of  a  necessary  drawing  off  of  the  water  down  to  a 
level  some  six  or  eight  feet  below  the  standard  elevation. 

Revised  plans  for  paths  in  the  neighborhood  of  Pine  Bank 
House  have  been  prepared,  and  a  simple  method  of  adapting  the 
house  to  public  use  has  been  studied  in  conjunction  with  the  City 
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Architect.  A  suggestion  from  as  that  the  bronze  fountain 
designed  by  Miss  Whitney  and  recently  presented  to  the  Park 
Department  should  find  place  upon  the  terrace  of  Pine  Bank 
House  met  with  the  approval  of  the  Art  Commission. 

Several  alternative  plans  for  the  distinctively  pleasure  drive 
proposed  by  the  original  plan  for  the  west  shore  of  the  pond  have 
been  prepared  and  laid  before  the  commission.  It  is  to  be 
remembered  that  this  proposed  piece  of  road  is  but  a  link  in  a  chain 
which  was  originally  designed  to  begin  at  Tremont  street  on  the 
boundary  of  Brookline  and  Boston  and  extend  thence  through 
Leverett  and  Jamaica  Parks  to  the  Arboretum  and  Franklin  Park. 
From  the  Public  Garden  to  Tremont  street  the  commission  controls 
a  so-called  parkway,  upon  which  pleasure  travel  must  necessarily 
mix  with  ordinary  traffic,  because  the  roads  are  only  boundary 
roads  and  the  adjacent  private  building  lands  must  be  sup- 
plied first  with  building  materials  and  afterwards  with  coal,  ice, 
and  provisions.  Not  until  Tremont  street  was  reached  was  it 
possible  to  find  room  between  the  boundary  roads  for  aor  interior, 
separate,  or  exclusively  pleasure  driveway.  From  Tremont  street 
to  Chestnut  street,  on  the  west  or  Brookline  side  of  Leverett 
Park,  the  Brookline  Park  Commission  has  opened  the  first  stretch 
of  separate  pleasure  driveway,  and  already  it  is  the  pleasantest 
part  of  the  parkway.  It  is  regrettable  that  the  Boston  Park  Com- 
mission of  a  few  years  ago  decided  not  to  continue  this  separate 
pleasure  road  along  the  north-west  shore  of  Jamaica  Pond  beyond 
Chestnut  street.  On  this  side  of  the  pond  the  boundary  road, 
which  will  soon  have  houses  beside  it,  will,  by  orders  of  the  com- 
mission, be  the  only  road.  The  impression  of  remoteness  and 
of  semi-seclusion  which  is  gained  in  Leverett  Park  will  thus  be 
shattered  when  what  ought  to  be  the  freer  and  purer  scenery  of 
Jamaica  Park  is  reached. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  studies  of  details  for  entrances 
and  foot-paths,  the  present  Arboretum  has  called  for  no  new 
designing.  A  preliminary  plan  has,  however,  been  prepared  to 
show  how  Peter's  Hill  might  be  advantageously  annexed  to  the 
Arboretum  by  means  of  a  circuit  road  which  would  pass  over 
Bosscy  street  by  bridges,  it  being  deemed  advisable  to  preserve 
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this  street  in  a  new  location  as  a  transverse  road  leading  to  the 
Bussey  archway  onder  the  Dedham  Branch  railroad. 

The  Metropolitan  Park  Commission  having  acquired  a  large 
reservation  in  West  Boxbury  and  Hyde  Park  embracing  Bellevue 
Hill,  the  highest  land  in  Boston,  plans  have  been  studied  and 
completed  for  connecting  the  Arboretum  with  this  new  public 
domain.  The  new  parkway  will  follow  and  include  the  course  of  the 
Arboretum  brook  as  far  as  the  height  of  land  at  Weld  street, 
where  connection  is  made  with  lands  acquired  by  the  Metropolitan 
Commission.  From  motives  of  expediency,  the  northern  boundary 
of  the  new  parkway  is  an  arbitrary  line  falling  high  up  among 
the  forest-clad  rocks  which  form  this  side  of  the  valley  of  the 
brook.  The  southern  boundary  follows  a  line  upon  which  a  boun- 
dary  road  can  be  laid,  from  which  road  a  good  view  will  be  had 
of  the  course  of  the  brook  and  the  wooded  bank  beyond. 

For  FrariMin  Park  details  too  numerous  to  mention  have  been 
considered ;  including  plans  for  roads  and  grading  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  refectory  and  at  Forest  Hills  entrance.  The  great 
cemetery  which  lies  just  beyond  the  park  is  the  goal  of  many 
funerals  which  come  out  from  Boston  by  way  either  of  Washing- 
ton street  or  Forest  Hills  street.  It  is  obviously  important  that 
processions  of  funeral  carriages  should  not  block  or  mingle  with 
the  stream  of  pleasure  carriages  which  will  pour  in  and  out  of 
Franklin  Park  by  the  parkway.  Accordingly  a  sunken  roadway 
has  been  arranged  by  which  vehicles  of  all  kinds,  including  elec- 
tric cars,  if  need  be,  may  pass  under  the  parkway  just  outside  the 
boundary  of  the  park.  The  gates  of  the  park,  marking  the  ter- 
minus of  the  parkway,  are  architecturally  connected  with  this 
bridge,  which  is  now  building  from  designs  by  Messrs.  Shepley, 
Rutan,  &  Coolidge. 

The  Strandway,  Charlesbank,  Wood  Island,  and  Charlestown 
Heights  have  called  for  only  a  few  modifications  in  the  original 
plans. 

For  the  small  tract  recently  acquired  by  the  commission  at  the 
North  End,  a  complete  plan  has  been  prepared  which  may  be 
described  as  follows : 

The  land  to  be  devoted  to  purposes  of  recreation  lies  between 
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the  ancient  Copps  Hill  barying-ground  and  the  sheet  of  water 
which  is  the  confluence  of  the  Charles  and  Mystic  rivers.  It  is 
separated  from  the  burjing-ground  by  Charter  street,  and  it  is 
crossed  by  the  busy  waterside  thoroughfare  called  Commercial 
street.  Between  the  two  streets  the  narrow  public  domain  slopes 
steeply  down  between  two  ranks  of  tenement-houses,  thus  open- 
ing a  prospect  from  the  already  frequented  Copps  Hill.  Between 
Commercial  street  and  the  water  the  original  shore-line  has  disap- 
peared under  a  tangle  of  more  or  less  ancient  sea-walls,  fillings, 
and  pile  structures. 

The  plan  is  designed  to  make  this  confined  space  afford  oppor- 
tunity for  the  greatest  possible  variety  of  modes  of  recreation. 
Thus  a  resting-place  commanding  a  view  of  the  water  is  provided 
upon  a  broad  terrace  on  a  level  with  the  upper  street ;  an  ample 
promenade  adjacent  to  the  water  is  provided  upon  a  pier,  the 
upper  deck  of  which  will  be  reached  from  the  terrace  by  a  bridge, 
which  will  span  Commercial  street ;  a  good  place  for  children  to 
play  is  provided  on  a  beach  which  will  form  the  shore  of  the 
small  haven  to  be  formed  by  the  pier ;  dressing-rooms  will  be  pro- 
vided for^the  use  of  bathers,  floats  and  other  conveniences  for 
boatmen.  The  stone  terrace  and  its  accompanying  flights  of 
steps  will  be  plainly  but  substantially  constructed,  while  the  steep 
earth  slopes  at  the  ends  and  below  the  high  wall  will  be  planted 
with  low  shrubbery.  The  foot-bridge  spanning  Commercial 
street  will  be  a  light  steel  truss.  The  new  or  restored  beach  will 
terminate  against  sea-walled  piers  of  solid  filling,  from  the  end  of 
one  of  which  the  long  and  substantial  pleasure  pier  will  run  out 
to  and  along  the  Harbor  Commissioners'  line.  Between  the  beach 
and  Commercial  street  there  is  room  for  a  little  greensward  and 
-a  screening  background  of  shrubbery.  A  drawing  illustrating 
^hls  compact  design  is  submitted  herewith. 

Respectfully, 

Olmsted,  Olmsted,  &  Eliot, 

Landscape  Architects, 
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CITY  ENGINEER'S  REPORT, 


Boston,  January  81,  1895. 

Hon.  John  F.   Andrew,    Chairman   Board  of  Park   Commit- 
sioners : 

Sir  :  I  herewith  submit  the  following  report  of  the  work  done 
and  of  matters  of  interest  in  connection  with  the  work  placed 
under  my  direction  by  your  Board,  the  work  being  continued  under 
the  immediate  charge  of  Assistant  Engineer  E.  W.  Howe. 

The  Fens. 

Drives  and  Walks,  —  The  drive  on  the  easterly  side  of  the 
Tremont  entrance  and  the  walk  near  the  water  between  Tremont 
entrance  and  Fen  bridge  have  been  surfaced,  and  the  stone- 
crushing  plant,  which  for  several  years  has  been  located  at  this 
entrance,  was  removed  and  the  machinery  sold  early  in  th^  season ; 
also  the  several  small  buildings  which  were  located  here  have  been 
removed,  and  the  grounds  graded,  loamed,  and  seeded  to  grass. 

Electric  Lighting.  —  The  work  of  laying  underground  wires  and 
erecting  lamps,  begun  in  1893,  was  finished  and  the  Fens  lighted 
for  the  first  time  on  April  27.  As  this  was  the  first  instance  in 
this  city  where  underground  wires  were  laid  for  street  or  park 
lighting,  a  brief  description  of  the  work  may  be  of  interest. 

Tar-coated  wrought-iron  pipes  1^  inches  in  diameter  were  laid  18 
inches  below  the  surface.  At  points  where  there  were  abrupt 
changes  of  direction,  and  at  the  foot  of  each  lamp-post,  cast-iron 
boxes  were  placed  so  that  the  cable  can  be  removed  and  replaced 
or  connections  made  without  its  being  necessary  to  dig  up  the 
ground.  Wherever  there  are  loops  in  the  line  of  the  cable  2-inch 
pipes  were  laid  in  order  that  two  cables  could  be  drawn  through 
them.  When  the  pipes  were  laid,  a  small  wire  was  drawn 
through  them,  to  be  used  for  drawing  through  the  larger  cable. 

The  cable  is  f  inch  in  diameter,  and  is  composed  of  a  No.  4 
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B.  &  S.  gaage  copper  wire  first  covered  with  mbber  and  then  with 
lead.  This  was  drawn  through  the  pipes  and  lamp-posts  to  the 
top  of  the  lamp. 

The  lamp-posts  are  of  the  ordinary  city  pattern,  and  are  set  in 
Portland  cement  concrete.  The  supports  for  the  hoods  are  of 
wrought-iron  pipe  branching  from  the  cap  of  the  posts  in  such  a 
manner  that  the  cable  can  be  readily  drawn  up  through  them.  The 
cable  is  not  exposed  at  any  point  until  the  hanging  board  of  the 
lamp  is  reached. 

The  lamps  are  2,000-candle  power  arc  lamps.  The  number  on 
the  Fens  is  45,  and  the  length  of  cable  18,893  feet.  In  addition 
to  the  arc  lamps,  6  incandescent  lamps  of  32-candle  power  have 
been  placed  under  the  Stony-brook  bridge  for  lighting  the  walks. 

The  grounds  are  well  lighted,  but  probably  some  additional 
lights  will  be  required  when  the  trees  are  fully  grown. 

John  Boyle  O'Reilly  StoOue.  —  A  foundation  has  been  bailt 
for  this  statue  on  the  triangle  at  the  junction  of  Boylston  road^ 
and  the  Fenway,  and  a  curb  set  around  the  site. 

COYERED  ChANISELS  OF  StONT  BbOOK  AND  MUDDT  RlYER. 

These  remain  in  the  same  condition  they  were  a  year  ago. 
Some  slight  repairs  have  been  made  to  the  gates  in  the  Muddy- 
river  gate-chamber. 

I  wish  to  again  call  attention  to  the  necessity  of  rebuilding  the 
damaged  portion  of  the  Muddy-river  conduit. 

RrVERWAY. 

Oradwjg.  —  Considerable  grading  has  been  done  during  the  year, 
chiefly  on  the  left  bank  of  the  stream  between  it  and  the  railroad 
and  Audubon  road,  also  around  the  Bridle-path  bridge. 

The  work  of  filling  Audubon  road,  under  the  contract  with 
James  Killian,  dated  December  5,  1893,  has  been  finished,  there 
having  been  deposited  36,844  cubic  yards,  at  49  cents  per  cubic 
yard. 

Drives^  Ride^  and  Walks.  —  The  drive  and  ride  were  practically 
completed  in  1893,  with  the  exception  of  Audubon  road,  but 
owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  season  some  work  remained  to  be 
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done  in  the  spring.  Owing  to  the  short  time  in  which  the  filling 
was  allowed  to  settle  before  the  surfacing  was  done,  the  sarface, 
in  a  few  places,  is  now  so  much  below  grade  that  it  will  require 
reconstruction  in  the  near  future.  The  walks  along  the  bank  of 
the  river  have  been  surfaced. 

Plantations, —  All  of  these,  except  those  near  the  Administration 
building,  have  been  loamed,  manured,  and  planted. 

Bridges.  — The  sidewalk  on  Audubon  bridge  has  been  laid,  the 
railing  built,  and  the  iron-work  painted,  thus  completing  this 
structure. 

The  Bridle-path  bridge,  built  under  a  contract  with  Johnson 
Brothers,  dated  October  23,  1893,  was  finished  on  August  13,  at  a 
oost  of  $32,300.  The  working  plans  for  this  bridge  were  made 
from  designs  furnished  by  Messrs.  Olmsted,  Olmsted,  &  Eliot 
and  Shepley,  Rutan,  &  Coolidge. 

The  bridge  supports  a  bridle-path  across  the  waterway  and 
walks  on  either  side  of  the  latter.  It  is  28  feet  wide  to  outside  of 
'parapets,  with  wing- walls  at  each  comer  flaring  at  angles  of  66 
degrees.  The  piers  rest  on  a  platform  constructed  of  spruce 
piles  capped  with  10-inch  x  10-inch  spruce  caps  crosswise  of  the 
channel  and  covered  wrth  4-inch  spruce  plank.  The  ends  of 
the  platform  are  protected  by  4-inch  sheet  piling.  The  piers  are 
30  feet  apart  and  extend  along  the  channel  sufficiently  to  support 
the  banks  and  the  walks ;  the  total  length  of  the  piers  with  their 
wing-walls  is  100  feet.  The  grade  of  the  platform  is  2.5  above 
city  base,  and  the  tops  of  the  piers  are  at  grade  15.5.  The  piers 
are  of  granite  laid  in  courses  with  a  cut  granite  coping  on  top 
from  which  the  arches  spring. 

The  central  arch  is  elliptical  in  form  with  a  span  of  30  feet  and 
a  rise  of  9  feet  6  inches.  The  side  arches  which  span  the  walks 
are  semi-circles  15  feet  in  diameter.  The  width  of  the  piers  at 
the  springing  line  is  4  feet  8  inches ;  the  spandrels  between  the 
arches  are  pierced  by  semi-circular  openings  of  a  diameter  of  15 
feet  and  springing  from  the  same  grade  as  the  other  arches.  This 
longitudinal  arch  is  also  carried  back  2  feet  into  each  abutment  to 
form  recesses  for  seats.  The  openings  through  the  spandrels  are 
to  afford  passages  to  connect  with  the  foot-bridge  to  be  built 
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across  the  channel,  to  connect  the  walks  on  either  side.  The 
abutments  at  the  end  of  the  bridge  have  concrete  and  pile  foun- 
dations, the  piles  being  cut  off  at  grade  8  and  having  their  tops 
imbedded  in  the  concrete  to  a  depth  of  one  foot. 

The  face-work  of  the  bridge  above  grade  15.5  is  of  seam  face 
granite,  laid  as  three-headed  work,  with  a  belt  course  of  red  gran- 
ite 8  inches  thick,  2  feet  8  inches  below  the  top  of  the  parapet, 
and  with  red  granite  coping.  The  soffits  of  the  arches,  except  the 
face  voussoirs,  are  laid  with  12-inch  x  1^-inch  speckled  brick.  All 
of  the  groins  are  laid  with  the  same  brick  cut  and  ground  to 
shapes.  The  remainder  of  the  arch-work  is  of  common  brick,  the 
thickness  of  the  central  arch  being  24  inches,  and  of  the  side 
arches  20  inches.  The  spandrels  are  filled  solid  with  concrete,  so 
that  the  top  of  the  bridge  is  drained  to  the  abutments.  The  whole 
of  the  top  of  the  bridge  was  covered  with  cement,  then  washed 
with  cement-wash,  and  then  covered  with  tarred  roofing  paper 
and  tar. 

Buildings.  —  A  tool-house  and  shelter  has  been  erected  near 
Bernier  street,  under  the  direction  of  the  architects,  Messrs.  Shep- 
ley,  Rutan,  &  Coolidge.  It  is  a  circular  building  24  feet  in  diam- 
eter ;  the  basement  and  the  piers  supporting  the  roof  are  of  seam 
face  granite.  The  basement  is  to  be  used  as  a  tool-room,  and 
contains  bins  for  the  storage  of  material  for  the  repair  of  walks, 
etc.  The  building  stands  on  sloping  ground  so  that  the  floor 
above  the  basement  is  on  a  level  with  the  walk ;  this  floor,  which 
is  intended  for  a  shelter  for  visitors,  is  of  asphalt,  and  is  covered 
by  a  roof  supported  on  stone  piers ;  the  roof  is  covered  with  tiles, 
and  seats  are  provided. 

Electric  lAghiing.  —  Under  the  contract  with  the  Boston  Elec- 
tric Light  Company  for  lighting  the  Fens,  such  further  extensions 
of  the  lighting  along  the  Parkway  as  the  commissioners  should 
require  were  to  be  provided  upon  the  same  terms. 

On  Riverway  there  have  been  7,433  feet  of  cable  laid  and  19 
lamps  erected;  and  in  addition  1  incandescent  lamp  has  been 
placed  under  the  Bridle-path  bridge.  These  lamps  were  first 
lighted  on  June  16. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


82 


Levbrett  Pakk. 

Grading.  —  The  work  to  be  done  under  the  contract  with 
Moulton  &  C^Mahoney,  dated  November  28,  1891,  was  com- 
pleted early  in  the  year,  and  on  April  27,  1894,  a  new  contract 
was  made  with  the  same  firm  for  doing  sach  additional  grading  as 
was  required,  and  for  building  walls  on  Perkins  and  Chestnut 
streets.    The  grading  has  been  completed. 

The  ledge  on  the  line  of  the  drive  has  been  excavated  and  the 
stone  from  it  used  in  surfacing  roads  and  walks,  and  building 
walls  and  culverts.  The  stone-crusher  which  was  set  up  for 
crushing  stone  from  this  ledge  has  been  removed. 

The  slope  above  the  wall  on  the  line  of  the  Nickerson  estate 
has  been  graded  and  loamed,  and  a  fence  erected  on  the  top  of 
the  bank. 

Practically  all  of  the  grading  on  this  park  is  completed. 

Bridges  and  Culverts.— ^ A  bridge  has  been  built  on  the  line  of  a 
foot-path  across  the  outlet  of  the  cove  on  the  easterly  side  of  Lev- 
orett  pond.  The  bridge  is  a  segmental  arch  of  24  feet  span  and 
5  feet  5  inches  rise ;  the  width  to  outside  of  parapets  is  18  feet 
4  inches.  The  abutments  are  of  concrete,  faced  with  granite ; 
the  exposed  face  work  is  of  seam  face  granite ;  the  arch  is  of 
brick  and  the  coping  of  red  granite ;  the  arch  is  2  feet  thick, 
covered  with  cement  and  a  waterproof  covering  of  tar  and  paper. 
The  bridge  was  built  by  J.  D.  Fallon  &  Company,  at  a  cost  of 
$9,313.60. 

The  working  plans  were  made  from  designs  of  the  landscape 
architects,  and  Messrs.  Shepley,  Rutan,  <&  Coolidge,  architects. 

Seven  small  culverts  were  built  on  the  streams  connecting  the 
various  ponds. 

Eetaining-waUs  and  Steps.  —  Two  walls  of  rustic  masonry  were 
bmlt  by  the  department  force  on  the  slope  above  the  cove  on  the 
easterly  side  of  Leverett  pond.  The  upper  wall  supports  the  bridle* 
path,  while  the  lower  wall  supports  a  walk  along  the  base  of  the 
upper  wall. 

The  walls  built  under  the  contract  with  Moulton  &  O'Mahoney 
have  been  finished,  with  the  exception  of  the  cement  top  and  the 
pointing.     These  walls  are  of  Boxbury  stone,  and  vary  in  height 
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from  4  feet  to  14  feet,  the  total  length  of  the  several  sections 
being  1,868  feet;  they  serve  to  support  Perkins  street  on  its 
lower  side  and  the  banks  on  the  apper  sides  of  Perkins  and  Chest- 
nut streets. 

On  April  20,  1894,  a  contract  was  made  with  James  Killian  for 
the  constmction  of  a  wall  on  the  easterly  line  of  Chestnut  street 
351  feet  in  length,  and  also  for  a  wall  on  the  line  of  the  Parkway 
adjoining  the  Nickerson  estate  523  feet  in  length.  This  work  has 
been  completed  at  a  cost  of  $9,327.06. 

Mr.  Killian  has  also  built  parapet  walls  and  fhrnished  and  set 
coping  on  the  walls  built  on  the  northerly  side  of  Perkins  street. 
This  work  is  nearly  finished. 

Steps  to  the  number  of  300  were  furnished  by  the  Cape  Ann 
Granite  Company  at  a  cost  of  $3,576.  These  have  been  set 
by  the  department  force  in  places  on  the  walks  where  they  were 
needed. 

Drainage  and  Water-pipes.  —  All  of  the  drains  and  catch- 
basins  required  for  this  park  have  been  built. 

The  lowering  of  the  grade  of  Perkins  street  necessitated  the 
lowering  of  the  water  mains  in  that  street.  This  work  was  done 
by  the  Water  Department  at  the  expense  of  the  Park  Department. 
An  8-inch  pipe  was  also  laid  from  the  pumping-station  through 
Chestnut  and  Perkins  streets  to  Jamaicaway,  it  being  a  portion 
of  the  main  for  supplying  water  for  the  ponds  in  Franklin  Park. 

Drives^  Bide^  and  Walks,  — The  drive  from  Pond  avenue,  near 
Willow  pond,  to  Perkins  street  was  si!krfaced  early  in  the  season  > 
and  opened  to  travel  on  June  1.  On  the  same  day  Perkins  street 
was  closed  for  the  purpose  of  lowering  the  grade  of  this  street 
and  also  of  Chestnut  street.  The  change  of  grade  of  Perkins 
street  involved  cutting  down  the  street  at  one  point  13  feet.  Both 
streets  were  widened  at  the  same  time  to  a  minimum  width  of 
45  feet.  Chestnut  street  was  closed  on  July  2,  and  was  reopened 
on  October  15.  Perkins  street  was  so  far  finished  as  to  be  opened 
to  travel  on  December  20. 

The  drive  from  Tremont  street  to  the  entrance  near  Willow 
pond  was  not  opened  until  November  18  on  account  of  the  delay 
caused  by  cutting  through  the  ledge,  which  required  the  removal 
of  7,696  cubic  yards  of  rock. 
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The  Bridle-path  and  a  large  part  of  the  walks  have  been 
finished. 

An  Aveling  &  Porter  compound  steam  road  roller  was  purchased 
in  the  spring  for  use  on  this  park. 

PlarUaiiona.  — About  12  acres  have  been  prepared  for  planting, 
of  which  about  3  acres  have  been  planted. 

Electric  LighUng.  —The  electric  lights  were  turned  on  for  the 
first  time  June  29.    There  are  84  lamps  and  14,500  feet  of  cable. 

Jamaica  Park.  ' 

GradiJig  and  Walls. — The  work  done  by  Saucier  Bros., 
under  their  contract  dated  January  16,  1893,  was  completed  on 
May  19,  1894,  and  there  was  paid  them  $32,504.36.  The  work 
done  under  this  contract  was  the  grading  of  all  that  portion  of  the 
park  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  pond,  excepting  Pine  Bank,  from 
Perkins  street  to  Prince  street,  including  the  widening  of  Pond 
street  and  the  excavation  of  a  cove  on  the  shore  of  the  pond  nearly 
opposite  Eliot  street ;  it  also  included  the  grading  of  the  part  of 
Arborway  between  Prince  and  Centre  streets,  so  far  as  the  exca- 
vated material  on  the  work  would  allow,  and  the  building  of  a 
slope  wall  920  feet  in  length  along  the  Pond-street  shore. 

The  north-westerly  shore  of  the  pond  has  been  graded,  from  a 
point  opposite  Chestnut  street  nearly  to  Prince  street,  with  gravel 
excavated  from  Perkins  street. 

Retaining- walls  of  a  total  length  of  960  feet  have  been  built 
around  the  cove  before  mentioned. 

A  flight  of  steps  has  been  built  leading  from  Perkins  street 
opposite  Chestnut  street  to  Pine  Bank. 

Drainage  and  Water-pipe. — The  necessary  catch-basins  and 
drains  for  the  easterly  side  of  the  park  have  been  built. 

The  water-pipe  leading  to  Franklin  Park  has  been  laid  through 
the  whole  length  of  the  parkway  from  Perkins  street  to  Prince 
street. 

Drives^  Bide^  and  Walks.  —  The  drive  from  Perkins  street  to 
Pond  street  was  finished  and  opened  to  travel  on  June  1,  and  that 
along  Pond  street  to  Prince  street  was  opened  on  June  16.  The 
ride  and  the  walks  in  this  section  of  the  park  have  all   been 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


85 


sarfaced,  with  the  exception  of  the  border  walk  between  Perkins 
and  Fond  streets. 

Piantations.  —  All  of  the  areas  to  be  planted  have  been  graded 
and  loamed  in  readiness  for  planting  in  the  spring. 

Electric  Lighting.  —  Twelve  lamps  have  been  erected  and  4,330 
feet  of  cable  laid.     The  lights  were  turned  on  on  August  17. 

Miscellaneous.  —  Work  has  been  begun  on  the  alteration  of  the 
dwelling-house  at  Pine  Bank,  under  the  direction  of  the  City 
Architect,  to  adapt  it  for  use  as  a  refectory. 

A  new  boat  has  been  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  police. 

The  buildings  on  the  Parkman  estate  have  been  removed,  and 
the  Ice  Company  buildings  on  Prince  street  are  now  being 
removed. 

About  100  linear  feet  of  seats  for  the  use  of  skaters  have  been 
made.  There  has  been  skating  on  the  pond  19  days  during  the 
year,  and  skating  could  have  been  enjoyed  on  many  other  days  if 
funds  had  been  available  for  caring  for  the  ice.  The  police  esti- 
mated the  total  attendance  at  109,000. 

Arborwat. 

Gfrading.  —  The  section  between  Prince  and  Centre  streets  was 
graded  under  the  contract  with  Saucier  Bros.,  already  referred  to. 
The  section  between  Centre  and  South  streets  was  partially  graded 
nnder  a  contract  with  Andrew  Carberry,  dated  November  1,  1893, 
at  a  cost  of  $8,400.28.  The  balance  of  the  grading  was  done  by 
the  department  force,  and  by  contractors  for  furnishing  labor  by 
the  day. 

Drainage  and  Water-pipes.  —  A  culvert  6  feet  X  6  feet  in 
section  and  163  feet  in  length  was  built  across  the  Parkway  on  the 
line  of  the  brook  which  drains  the  Arboretum  meadow. 

All  of  the  catch-basins  and  drains  required  on  the  whole  length 
of  Arborway  have  been  built,  except  those  on  the  traffic  road 
between  Centre  and  South  streets,  and  on  the  section  between 
South  and  Washington  streets. 

The  water-pipe  for  Franklin  Park  has  been  laid  between  Prince 
and  Centre  streets  and  between  Washington  and  Forest  Hills 
streets. 
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Drives^  Bide^  and  Walks,  —  The  main  drive  and  the  ride  have 
been  surfaced  for  the  whole  length,  except  between  South  and 
Washington  streets,  it  b^ing  impracticable  to  do  any  work  on  this 
section  until  the  work  of  raising  the  grade  of  the  railroad  has 
been  completed. 

The  drive  was  opened  to  travel  on  October  7.  But  little  work 
has  been  done  on  the  surfacing  of  the  walks.  No  surfacing  has 
been  done  on  the  traffic  roads. 

Electric  Lighting.  —  Twenty-two  arc  lamps  have  been  placed  on 
Arborway,  and  8,152  feet  of  cable  laid.  These  lamps  were  first 
lighted  on  August  17. 

Abbobbtum. 

The  land  near  the  junction  of  Centre  and  Walter  streets  has 
been  cleared  and  graded,  and  the  boundary  wall  is  now  being 
extended  around  it. 

Surveys  have  been  made  of  the  land  belonging  to  Harvard 
College  lying  south  of  Bussey  street,  with  reference  to  the  contem- 
plated addition  of  it  to  the  Arboretum. 

West  Roxbubt  Pabkwat. 

Preliminary  surveys  were  made  for  three  different  lines  of  Park- 
way between  the  Main  Park  System  and  the  Stony  Brook  Reserva- 
tion. Accurate  surveys  for  the  laying  out  of  the  section  from  the 
Arboretum  to  Weld  street  were  made,  and  also  of  that  portion  of 
the  Parkway  laid  out  by  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commissioa 
between  Weld  street  and  Anawan  avenue.  Topographical  sur- 
veys are  now  being  made  of  the  whole  length  of  this  Parkway. 

Fbanklin  Pabk. 

Forest  HiUs  Entrance.  —  On  April  23  a  contract  was  made  with 
Charles  H.  Dodge  for  building  the  bridge  which  is  to  carry  the 
Parkway  over  the  traffic  road  leading  from  Forest  Hills  street  to 
the  Morton-street  entrance  to  Forest  Hills  cemetery.  This  bridge 
has  been  completed  with  the  exception  of  the  cleaning  and  pointing 
of  the  masonry.  The  bridge  is  126  feet  in  length,  at  a  right  angle 
with  the  Parkway,  and  is  a  segmental  arch  of  45  feet  span  and  6 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


87 


feet  rifle,  the  springing  line  being  12  feet  above  the  grade  of  the 
road  beneath.  All  face  work  is  of  seam  face  granite,  except  the 
coping  and  cap-stones,  which  are  of  red  granite,  and  the  interior 
of  the  arch.  The  ashlar  is  laid  as  three-headed  work.  The  foun- 
dation and  backing  are  of  cement  concrete.  The  soffit  of  the 
interior  of  the  arch  is  of  light-colored  brick,  while  the  remainder  of 
the  arch  is  of  common  brick,  the  arch  being  2  feet  8  inches  thick. 
A  staircase  connects  the  walk  over  the  bridge  with  the  walk  along 
the  traffic  road  beneath.  The  slopes  of  the  banks  are  snpported 
by  retaining  walls  on  the  lines  of  the  traffic  road.  Across  the 
Parkway  over  the  bridge  the  masonry  piers  for  a  gateway  have 
been  built  This  gateway  is  to  have  three  openings  —  one  each 
for  the  drive,  the  ride,  and  the  walk.  The  piers  at  the  sides  of  the 
gateway  are  connected  with  the  parapets  of  the  bridge,  so  that 
the  whole  forms  one  structure*  At  one  side  of  the  gateway  there 
is  a  recess  with  a  drinking-fountain  and  seats.  The  contract  price 
for  the  bridge  is  $50,920. 

The  traffic  road  and  the  Parkway  over  the  bridge  are  now  being 
graded.  The  ledge  at  the  junction  of  the  Parkway  with  the  Cir- 
cuit drive  is  being  removed,  and  the  stone  will  be  used  for  sur- 
facing the  Parkway.  The  drains  and  catch-basins  are  also  being 
buUt. 

Seaver  Street.  —  The  work  of  grading  under  the  contract  with 
H.  P.  Nawn,  dated  September  1,  1893,  was  completed  on  January 
22,  at  a  cost  of  $84,023.58.  Another  contract  was  made  with 
Mr.  Nawn  for  the  removal  of  a  portion  of  the  ledge  near  Blue 
Hill  avenue,  the  stone  to  be  carted  to  the  stone-crusher  on  the 
park,  and  when  crushed  to  be  carted  back  to  Seaver  street.  Under 
this  contract  there  were  removed  3,221  cubic  yards  of  rock,  at  a 
cost  of  $6,345.37. 

The  drive  and  walk  within  the  lines  of  Seaver  street,  ad  laid 
out  by  the  Street  Commissioners,  have  all  been  surfaced,  the  sur- 
face drains  and  catch-basins  built,  and  the  water-pipe  relaid.  The 
street  was  opened  to  travel  throughout  its  whole  length  on  Decem- 
ber 24. 

The  street  has  a  width  of  60  feet,  divided  into  a  driveway  40 
feet  wide,  a  tree  space  10  feet  wide,  and  a  sidewalk  10  feet  wide* 
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A  portion  of  the  walk  on  the  park,  parallel  with  Seaver  street, 
remains  to  be  surfaced ;  also  the  entrance  road  opposite  Elm  Hill 
avenue. 

Ellicott  Hotise.  —  For  the  drainage  of  this  building,  it  was 
necessary  to  build  a  sewer  2,260  feet  in  length,  of  6-inch  Akron 
pipe,  through  the  park  and  Keyes  street  to  Washington  street.  The 
grade  being  slight,  a  flush  tank  was  built  just  outside  the  building, 
for  flushing  the  sewer.  The  building  is,  as  yet,  provided  with  no 
method  of  lighting  at  night,  and  as  no  gas  mains  are  near  it  will 
probably  be  necessary  to  use  electricity. 

Refectory.  —  This  building  is  in  process  of  erection  under  the 
direction  of,  and  in  accordance  with,  plans  made  by  Messrs. 
Hartwell  &  Richardson,  architects.  The  foundations  are  com- 
pleted, and  work  is  begun  on  the  superstructure.  The  wall  sup- 
porting the  terrace  in  front  of  the  building  is  being  built  of  rustic 
masonry  by  the  department  force,  and  is  nearly  finished  to  the 
grade  of  the  walk. 

WaJter-aupply.  —  It  having  been  determined  to  obtain  from 
Jamaica  pond  a  supply  of  water  for  the  ponds  on  Franklin  Park, 
and  for  sprinkling  the  drives  on  the  Parkway,  pipes  have  been 
laid  on  a  portion  of  the  Parkway,  as  before  described.  Recently 
work  has  been  begun  on  the  construction  of  a  reser%'oir  on  Hag- 
borne  hill,  which  will  have  a  capacity  of  883,000  gallons,  with  the 
surface  of  the  water  at  grade  168  feet  above  city  base.  It  is 
expected  that  this  will  furnish  a  week's  supply  in  the  driest 
weather.     It  is  not  intended  to  use  the  water  for  drinking. 

Pigeons.  —  On  April  21  a  donation  of  128  pigeons,  including  a 
great  variety  of  the  most  popular  kinds,  was  received  from  the 
estate  of  the  late  Edmund  Quincy,  through  Dr.  H.  P.  Quincy. 
They  have  been  placed  in  a  loft  prepared  for  them  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  propagating  house  at  the  Nursery,  where  they  have 
attracted  a  great  deal  of  attention. 

Electric  Lighting.  —  Nineteen  arc  lamps  have  been  placed  in 
the  Playstead  district  and  16  on  Seaver  street.  The  lights  were 
first  used  on  September  22. 

Miscellaneous.  —  The  sheep  now  number  188,  73  having  been 
sold  in  the  fall. 
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Two  buildings  containing  water-cloeetB  have  been  erected  near 
the  Columbia-street  entrance  to  the  park. 

Scarboro'  pond  has  been  drawn  down  to  its  winter  level,  and 
the  pond  near  Abbotswood  has  been  filled,  as  heretofore,  for 
skating ;  but  owing  to  the  proximity  of  the  much  larger  and  better 
place  for  skating  at  Franklin  Field,  these  smaller  areas  have  been 
but  little  resorted  to  this  winter. 

Franklin  Field. 

The  work  of  grading  and  seeding  the  meadow  was  finished  in 
September.  On  November  26  the  water  from  the  brooks  was 
turned  on  to  the  field,  flooding  it  to  a  depth  of  about  18  inches  in 
the  lowest  part.  The  first  skating  was  on  December  24,  and  since 
that  date  the  field  has  been  resorted  to  by  great  numbere  of  people 
whenever  the  ice  was  in  good  condition.  There  has  been  skating 
on  20  (lays,  and  the  total  number  of  visitors  on  those  days,  as 
estimated  by  the  police,  has  been  about  66,000. 

DOBCHESTER  PaRK. 

A  topographical  survey  of  this  park  has  been  made.  Two  small 
buildings  containing  water-closets  have  been  built. 

DORCHESTERWAT. 

The  filling  between  Buttonwood  street  and  the  railroad  being 
done  under  the  contract  with  Collins  &  Ham,  dated  February  20, 
1893,  is  still  in  progress. 

The  drive  and  walks  south  of  the  northerly  line  of  Pond  street, 
and  those  at  the  junction  of  the  Parkway  and  Buttonwood  street, 
have  been  finished. 

Strandwat. 

Filling*  —  A  ^ump  was  opened  in  February  for  receiving  mate- 
rial excavated  from  the  land  near  the  Institution  for  the  Blind. 
During  the  year  there  have  been  delivered  between  I  and  N  streets 
67,118  cubic  yards  of  filling,  cart  measurement,  at  30  cents  per 
cubic  yard. 

As  the  amount  of  dredging  which  should  be  done  on  the  fiats 
in  front  of  the  Strandway,  between  H  and  Q  streets,  is  much 
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lai^er  than  the  space  to  be  filled,  it  will  not  be  economy  to  par- 
chase  filling,  except  such  as  can  be  used  for  forming  the  beach,  or 
as  a  top-covering  for  mud  filling  after  the  latter  is  in  place. 

Plans  are  nearly  completed  for  grading  the  section  of  the 
Strandway  east  of  H  street. 

Marine  Fabk. 

Pier.  — That  portion  of  the  wooden  pier  between  the  refectory 
and  the  site  of  the  new  head-house  has  been  removed,  and  a 
plank  walk  laid  in  its  place. 

Filling.  —  On  July  27  a  contract  was  made  with  William  L. 
Miller  for  filling  that  portion  of  the  park  between  the  shore  and 
the  iron  pier*    This  work  is  now  in  progress. 

Drive  and  Walks. — The  drive  along  the  shore  from  the  foot 
of  Sixth  street  to  the  Castle-island  bridge,  and  the  entrance  from 
Q  street  opposite  Broadway,  have  been  surfaced.  The  walk  along 
the  drive  from  Broadway  to  Sixth  street  has  also  been  surfaced. 

Drainage  and  Water-pipe.  —  Catch-basins  and  drains  for  drain- 
ing the  drive  have  been  built.  A  water-pipe  has  been  laid  from 
Sixth  street  to  the  entrance  to  the  pier  and  2  hydrants  set. 

Electric  Lighting.  —  Two  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  feet  of  underground  cable  have  been  laid,  and  4  arc 
lamps  erected  on  the  portion  of  the  park  south  of  Broadway. 
The  lamps  were  first  lighted  on  September  5. 

Building.  —  A  building  is  being  erected  at  the  approach  to  the 
pier,  under  the  direction  of  the  City  Architect.  It  is  to  contain 
a  waiting  room  for  the  public,  toilet  rooms,  a  restaurant,  and 
rooms  for  the  police  and  workmen.  In  the  rear  of  it  there 
are  to  be  508  dressing  rooms  for  bathers.  It  is  expected  that 
this  building  will  be  completed  ready  for  use  during  the  coming 
season.    • 

Mi9ceUane<m8.  —  The  old  wharf,  left  by  a  former  contractor, 
was  repaired,  and  a  shelter  built  on  the  outer  end  of  it ;  this  was 
intended  for  use  in  connection  with  the  boating  service. 

A  flagstaff  was  erected  near  the  Farragut  statue,  and  the  flag 
was  raised  for  the  first  time  on  Memorial  day,  with  appropriate 
ceremonies  by  the  Farragut  Naval  Veterans  Association. 
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Castle  Islakd. 

The  only  work  done  here  during  the  year,  beyond  the  care  of 
the  grounds  and  buildings,  has  been  the  placing  of  15  electric  arc 
lamps. 

As  the  location  of  these  could  be  but  temporary,  overhead 
wires  were  run  to  them.     They  were  first  lighted  on  July  3. 

Wood  Island  Pabk. 

Gfrading,  —  The  work  under  the  contract  with  O'Connor  & 
White,  dated  October  2,  1893,  was  completed  on  December  8,  at  a 
cost  of  $33,706.84.  This  work  included  all  of  the  loam  stripping 
and  excavation  required;  the  material  excavated,  however,  was 
not  suflScient  to  do  all  the  filling  needed ;  therefore,  before  the 
drives  and  a  portion  of  the  walks  can  be  surfaced  and  the  grounds 
fully  made  use  of,  additional  filling  will  have  to  be  obtained ;  this 
can  be  advantageously  done  by  dredging  from  the  flats  within  the 
park  property. 

Drainage  and  Water^pes, — The  sewers  for  draining  the  two 
buildings  were  completed  on  March  26,  at  a  cost  of  $1,921.80. 

A  water-pipe  has  been  laid  from  Neptune  road  to  supply  the 
Field  House  and  men's  gymnastic  ground,  and  6  hydrants  have 
been  set,  4  of  them  being  within  the  gymnastic  ground. 

Buddings. — The  section  of  the  bath  house  which  was  being 
built  a  year  ago  has  been  completed.  This  building,  so  far  as 
built,  contains  a  waiting  room,  a  locker  room,  and  a  toilet  room. 
It  has  been  connected  with  the  sewer,  but  has  not  as  yet  been 
supplied  with  water,  as  the  grounds  near  it  have  not  been  graded. 

The  Field  House  has  been  finished.  This  building  is  for  the  use 
of  men  and  boys  onl}^  although  during  the  present  skating  season 
women  and  girls  have  been  allowed  to  use  a  portion  of  it ;  this 
can  be  readily  done  in  winter,  as  the  locker  room  and  small  toilet 
room  adjoining  it  are  not  otherwise  in  use  when  the  gymnasium  is 
not  in  operation. 

The  building  is  of  one  story,  130  feet  long  by  26  feet  wide; 
there  is  a  waiting  room  and  toilet  room  for  men  and  boys,  a  room 
for  the  superintendent  of  the  gymnasium,  a  large  dressing  room 
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proTlded  with  170  lockers  for  the  convenieDce  of  those  nsing  the 
gymnasium,  and  a  bath  room,  with  shower  and  needle  baths ;  there 
is  also  a  boiler  room,  the  building  being  warmed  throughout  by 
hot  water. 

The  building  is  lighted  by  incandescent  electric  lights. 

Both  of  these  buildings  were  built  under  the  direction  of  Messrs. 
Sturgis  &  Cabot,  architects. 

Gymnastic  Ground.  —  On  October  10  a  contract  was  made  with 
the  Van  Dorn  Iron  Company,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  for  the  erection 
of  an  iron  fence  around  this  ground,  and  for  the  frames  for  the 
gymnastic  apparatus.  The  .fence  has  been  erected,  and  the  frames 
are  on  the  ground  ready  for  erection  as  soon  as  the  frost  leaves 
the  ground. 

Skating,  —  The  gymnasium  and  playgrounds  have  been  flooded 
during  the  present  winter  and  there  has  been  skating  on  25  days^ 
the  attendance,  as  estimated  by  the  police,  being  about  88,000. 
The  Field  House  has  been  opened  on  days  when  there  was  skating. 

Charle8to\7N  Heights. 

The  building  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public  has  been 
finished  and  only  needs  lighting  to  be  ready  for  use.  This  build- 
ing is  of  two  stories,  with  a  cellar  under  a  portion  of  it,  which 
contains  the  heating  apparatus.  The  first  story  contains  toilet 
rooms  for  both  sexes,  a  room  for  the  person  in  charge,  and  rooms 
for  the  police  and  workmen.  There  is  a  tool-house  adjoining  the 
main  building.  Th^  second  story  is  an  open  shelter,  a  band 
stand  being  located  on  that  portion  towards  Bunker  Hill  street. 

The  building  was  built  under  the  direction  of  Messrs.  Walker 
&  Kimball,  architects. 

Four  electric  arc  lights  have  been  placed  upon  the  grounds  and 
50  settees  purchased. 

Charlestown  Playground. 

Nothing  has  been  done  at  this  ground  during  the  year,  except 
to  supervise  the  dumping  of  ashes  and  earth. 
A  considerable  area  of  the  ground  is  now  filled. 
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Chaklesbakk. 

Men*8  Gymnasium.  —  During  the  winter  months  the  grounds 
have  been  used  for  skating  when  the  weather  was  favorable.  The 
number  of  days  on  which  there  was  skating  was  22,  and  the  aver- 
age attendance  on  those  days  was  2,911. 

The  gymnasium  was  closed  on  March  1,  and  the  apparatus  and 
grounds  put  in  thorough  repair.  It  was  reopened  on  May  J8, 
and  closed  November  30.  During  the  season  it  was  open  for 
gymnastic  and  athletic  exercises  on  155  days,  with  a  total  attend- 
ance of  160,596,  or  a  daily  average  of  1,036,  an  increase  of  175 
over  the  previous  year. 

On  account  of  the  removal  of  the  old  building  preparatory  to 
the  erection  of  a  new  one,  the  gymnasium  was  not  open  in  De- 
cember. 

A  new  building  is  now  being  erected  under  the  direction  of  ths 
City  Architect,  which  will  afford  much  larger  accommodations 
and  provide  facilities  for  dressing,  bathing,  etc.,  which  facilities 
are  a  necessity  for  the  success  of  a  gymnasium. 

Only  one  accident  occurred  during  the  year :  a  boy  was  struck 
by  the  lO^pound  shot,  he  having  carelessly  run  across  the  ground 
reserved  for  shot-throwing ;  his  ankle  was  broken.  In  the  future 
it  will  be  well  to  have  the  spaces,  devoted  to  putting  the  shot,  in- 
closed by  fences. 

Women's  Gymnasium  and  Girls*  Playground.  —  These  were  re- 
opened on  May  21,  and  closed  on  October  81.  As  in  previous 
years,  they  were  in  charge  of  the  Massachusetts  Emergency  and 
Hygiene  Association,  whose  report  to  the  Park  Commissioners 
contains  all  matters  of  interest  concerning  the  work. 

The  building  at  this  ground  having  proved  inadequate  for  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  designed,  an  addition  is  now  being  built 
which  will  double  the  accommodations  and  furnish  facilities  for 
bathing  and  dressing  which  have  been  wanting  in  the  past. 
Walker  &  Kimball,  architects,  have  charge  of  the  work. 

Miscellaneous.  — The  grounds  other  than  the  gymnasiums  are  in 
good  condition,  except  that  the  promenade  along  the  river  has 
become  worn  and  should  be  resurfaced. 
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Public  Park,   North  End. 

Early  in  the  year  the  old  baildings  were  removed,  and  on  July 
12  a  contract  was  made  with  William  L.  Miller  for  the  removal 
of  the  old  wharves,  etc.  This  work  was  finished  on  September 
20,  at  a  cost  of  $3,400.  Plans  are  now  being  prepared  for  the 
construction  of  that  portion  of  the  park  between  Charter  and 
Commercial  streets. 

Brighton  Playground. 

A  survey  was  made  of  this  ground  for  the  purpose  of  deter- 
mining its  area  and  boundaries. 

The  appended  table  shows  the  principal  items  of  work  com- 
pleted to  date  on  the  several  parks,  so  far  as  it  is  practicable  to 
tabulate  them. 

A  large  amount  of  other  work  has  been  done,  which  it  is  im- 
possible to  classify. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

William  Jackson, 

OUy  Engineer. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  MASSACHU- 
SETTS  EMERGENCY  AND  HYGIENE  ASSOCIATION 
IN  CHARGE  OF  THE  WOMEN'S  AND  CHILDREN'S 
DIVISION  AT  CHARLESBANK. 


Boston,  November  18,  1894. 
To  the  Park   Commiasionera : 

Gentlemen:  With  increased  pleasure  do  we  again  sabmit  to 
you  our  report  for  the  fourth  year  of  our  work  at  Charlesbank. 

Never  have  the  benefits  of  the  Women's  and  Children's  Divis- 
ion been  so  fhlly  realized  as  this  season,  when  the  discipline  of 
large  numbers  has  been  easy,  because  so  many  of  the  children, 
having  acquired  in  previous  summers  the  art  of  work  and  of 
obedience,  this  year  became  our  self-constituted  helpers. 

Many  of  the  older  ones  kept  up  at  home  during  the  winter  some 
of  the  gymnastic  movements,  and  returned  to  us  in  the  spring  for 
increased  out-door  practice.  The  affection  of  the  children  and 
girls  for  their  instructors  is  so  very  evident  that,  if  space  allowed,  a 
great  deal  could  be  said  about  the  moral  and  refining  influences  of 
Charlesbank,  where  for  nearly  six  months  the  same  children  are 
nnder  the  daily  care  of  the  same  friendly  teachers. 

But  it  is  in  regard  to  health  that  we  would  this  year  place  the 
emphasis  in  our  report.  Last  summer  occasionally  a  doctor  would 
send  to  us  a  child  needing  special  gymnastic  treatment.  This  year 
we  have  had  several  such  cases.  Some  girls  came  with  a  tendency 
to  lateral  curvature  which  was  to  be  counteracted  by  certain  gym- 
nastics ;  others  had  weak  lungs  and  required  development  of  the 
chest ;  one  or  two  were  suffering  from  the  effects  of  nervous  pros- 
tration, which  had  induced  paresis  of  the  muscles  of  the  right  arm ; 
two  or  three  were  troubled  with  stiffness  in  their  joints  and  gen- 
eral ill-health ;  one  had  a  slight  displacement  of  the  shoulder,  and 
was  unable  to  raise  her  arm  to  her  head ;  two  were  losing  the  use 
of  their  arms  in  consequence  of  accidents  which  had  happened  to 
them. 
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Besides  these  special  cases  (all  among  persons  who  coald  not 
have  afforded  to  go  to  a  private  gymnasium)  we  have  had  many 
girls  and  women  who  came  to  correct  their  general  debility.  In 
each  case  such  marked  improvement  was  soon  perceptible  that  we 
attributed  it  not  alone  to  the  effect  of  gymnastics,  but  also  to  the 
fact  that  the  exercises  were  practised  out  of  doors.  To  many 
girls  Miss  McMartin  gave  exercises  which  were  followed  at  home 
daily. 

In  addition  to  the  classification  of  such  cases,  there  was  a  still 
larger  number  of  those  who  have  been  guided  in  exercise  for  three 
years  at  Charlesbank,  whose  growing  vigor  of  frame  and  activity 
it  is  a  pleasure  to  witness.  We  have  now  300  girls  who  regularly 
wear  gymnastic  suits.  As  an  indication  of  the  greater  frequency 
also  of  the  hand-bath  which  the  girls  take  in  the  dressing  booths 
at  the  end  of  the  gymnasium,  after  exercising,  is  the  number  of 
towels  which  were  used  in  three  months,  2,859. 

In  order,  however,  that  the  best  results  may  be  obtained  from 
gymnastic  treatment  we  need  some  simple  anthropometric  appara- 
tus to  test  the  physical  conditions  of  the  girls. 

From  the  gymnastic  point  of  view  it  is  better  to  have  a  smaller 
number  of  pupils  who  shall  be  led  through  graded  exercises  to  full 
condition  of  health  than  to  have  larger  numbers  exercising  irreg- 
ularly, merely  because  they  enjoy  such  sport.  Others  again  who 
come  for  a  day  experience  such  soreness  and  discomfort  that  they 
seldom  return.  It  is  difficult  to  know  just  where  to  forbid  exer- 
cise on  simple  apparatus  in  a  free  public  gymnasium,  yet  each 
year  is  justifying  the  wisdom  of  forbidding  the  use  of  many  ap- 
pliances until  a  pupil  is  prepared  for  them  by  previous  training. 

The  class  work  this  season  has  been  more  extensive  and  thor- 
ough than  before.  We  have  had  classes  for  beginners  and  for 
advanced  pupils,  also  for  working  girls  who  could  only  come  Sat- 
urday afternoons,  and  for  special  pupils  in  twos  or  threes,  who 
require  peculiar  guidance. 

Besides  the  gymnasium  proper  our  charge  has  also  extended  to 
the  saud  pens  for  little  children,  and  to  the  grassy  playground, 
where  foot-ball  was  practised  to  some  extent,  but  always  under 
direction,  while  games  of  hand-ball,  jumping  ropes,  hoops,  and 
team-races  were  constantly  going  on.     Miss  Doyle  has  had  classes 
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every  pleasant  afternoon,  when  the  children  sewed,  pasted,  or 
folded  papers,  followed  by  games.  She  distributed  three  times 
more  sewing  cards  this  year  than  last ;  each  child  as  the  card  was 
given  her  told  what  it  represented  and  the  color  in  which  it  should 
be  worked.  The  general  utility  of  this  playground  for  health, 
morals,  and  happiness  is  immense. 

In  October  there  was  an  exhibition  of  gymnastics  and  kinder- 
garten work,  which  showed  what  fine  results  had  been  obtained  by 
persistent  effort,  when  regular  attendance  could  not  be  enforced. 

For  whatever  measure  of  success  has  been  obtained  in  kindly 
discipline,  increased  bodily  strength,  good  times,  and  good  man- 
ners, gratitude  is  rendered  to  Miss  McMartin,  the  superintendent, 
and  her  assistants.  Miss  Mahoney  and  Miss  Doyle,  who  have 
evinced  great  skill  as  teachers  and  friends.  Miss  E.  A.  Phelps, 
the  visiting  superintendent  here  and  at  the  playgrounds  in  the 
school  yards,  gave  large  and  constant  help  in  many  ways. 

The  possibilities  of  Charlesbank  are  constantly  widening. 
Visitors  as  experts  in  gymnastics,  and  as  philanthropists  and 
curious  observers,  come  in  numbers  to  study  our  methods. 

The  attendance  from  May  15  to  November  1  has  been  145,892, 
a  daily  average  of  887.  The  average  age  of  those  using  the  gym- 
nasium has  been  between  14  and  15  years. 

In  closing  our  report  we  tender  our  sincere  thanks  to  Mr.  E.  W. 
Howe,  who  has  always  been  ready  to  aid  us  ;  to  Mr.  Murphy,  the 
foreman ;  to  those  of  the  police  force  who  have  assisted  us ;  and 
to  many  friends  for  books,  papers,  flowers,  and  worsteds. 

Two  of  the  committee  have  taken  turns  throughout  the  season 
in  assuming  the  responsibilities  of  chairman,  and  have  given 
freely  of  their  time  and  thought  to  the  various  problems  presented 
at  Charlesbank. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Katb  Gannett  Wells, 
Ellen  M.  Towee, 
Anna  Phillips  Williams, 
Margaret  Gibbens, 
D.  A.  Sargent, 
Charles  Fry, 

Committee* 
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INDENTURE  BETWEEN  THE  COMMONWEALTH  AND  THE 
CITY  TRANSFERRING  TO  THE  LATTER  THE  CARE, 
CONTROL.  AND  CUSTODY  OF  THAT  PART  OF  THE 
MTEST  ROXBURY  PARKWAY  TAKEN  BY  THE  METRO- 
POLITAN PARK  COMMISSION. 


Whereas  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts^  through  its 
Board  of  Metropolitan  Park  Commissioners,  created  by  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  said  Commonwealth,  Acts  of  1893,  Chapter  407, 
has  taken  land  and  rights  in  land,  for  the  West  Roxbury  Park- 
way, so  called  (being  a  tract  of  land  on  BelleTue  Hill,  so  called, 
bounded  in  part  by  Washington  and  LaGrange  streets,  with  an 
approach  or  roadway  leading  southerly  from  Weld  street) ,  lying 
wholly  in  the  City  of  Boston  and  County  of  Suffolk  and  said 
Commonwealth,  said  lands  being  particularly  described  in  three 
takings  made  by  said  Metropolitan  Park  Commission,  one  dated 
April  80,  1894,  and  two  dated  November  80,  1894,  accompanied 
by  official  plans  of  said  commissioners,  numbered  respectively  12, 
13,  and  16,  all  duly  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  reference  to 
which  or  to  the  records  thereof  is  hereby,  made  for  more  particu- 
lar description ;  and 

WherecLSj  Said  Metropolitan  Park  Commission  deems  it  advis- 
able and  expedient  to  transfer  the  care  and  control  of  the  open 
space  constituting  said  parkway  to  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners of  the  City  of  Boston  aforesaid,  at  the  request  of  said 
Boston  Park  Commissionei-s,  with  the  consent  and  approval  of 
said  City  of  Boston,  duly  obtained  and  evidenced  by  instruments 
hereunto  annexed,  reference  to  which  is  hereby  made : 

Now,  therefore,  this  indenture,  made  this  twentieth  day  of 
December,  A.D.  1894,  between  the  Board  of  Metropolitan  Park 
Commissioners  above  named,  of  the  first  part,  and  the  Board  of 
Park  Commissioners  of  said  City  of  Boston,  of  the  second  part. 

Witnessethy  That  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  said  party 
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of  the  first  part  doth  hereby,  under  and  by  virtue  and  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  power  and  authority  upon  it  conferred  by  said  act  of 
the  Legislature,  and  of  every  other  power  and  authority  hereto 
enabling,  and  in  further  consideration  of  one  cent  to  it  paid  by 
said  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Boston,  trans- 
fer, assign,  and  set  over  unto  the  said  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners of  the  City  of  Boston,  and  Iheir  successors  for  the  time 
being,  the  care,  control,  and  custody  of  all  the  lands  and  rights 
in  land  hereinbefore  mentioned  or  referred  to. 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  same  for  the  term  of  nine  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  years  from  the  first  day  of  December,  A.D.  1894,  free 
of  rent  or  compensation,  but  without  expense  of  any  kind  to  said 
party  of  the  first  part. 

And  the  said  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  of  said  City  of 
Boston  doth  hereby,  in  consideration  of  all  the  above-made 
recitals  and  facts  and  the  transfer  herein  made,  accept  the  care, 
custody,  and  control  of  the  lands  and  rights  in  land  above  de- 
scribed or  referred  to,  upon  the  terms  and  for  the  uses  and  pur- 
poses above  prescribed. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  the  undersigned  Board  of  Metropolitan 
Park  Commissioners,  and  we  the  undersigned  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners of  the  City  of  Boston,  all  duly  authorized  as  aforesaid, 
but  in  no  event  incurring  any  personal  liability  by  reason  of  the 
execution  of  this  indenture,  have  hereunto  interchangeably  set  our 
hands  and  seals,  this  twentieth  day  of  December,  A.D.  1894. 

Metropolitan  Park  Commission, 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Chairman.  (Seal.) 

Philip  A.  Chasje.  (Seal.) 

William  B.  de  las  Casas.  (Seal.) 

A.  L.  Richards.  (Seal.) 

Board  op  Park  Commissioners  op  the  City  op  Boston, 

Charles  F.  Sprague,  Chairman,  (Seal.) 

Francis  A.  Walker.  (Seal.) 

John  F.  Andrew.  (Seal.) 
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Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Suffolk,  ss.  Dbgembes  20,  1894. 

Then  personally  appeared  the  above-named  Charles  Francis 
Adams  and  acknowledged  the  foregoing  instrument  to  be  his  free 
act  and  deed. 

Before  me, 

Herbert  S.  Carruth, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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STATUTES  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH  RELATING 
TO  PUBLIC  PARKS  IN  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


[Stat.  1894.  —  Chap.  288.] 

AN  ACT  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  METROPOLITAN  PARK  COMMIS- 
SION TO  CONSTRUCT  ROADWAYS  AND  BOULEVARDS. 

Section  1.  The  board  of  metropolitan  park  commissioners 
constitated  under  the  authority  of  chapter  four  hundred  and  seven 
of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-three,  is 
hereby  authorized  to  connect  any  road,  park,  way  or  other  public 
open  space  with  any  part  of  the  cities  or  towns  of  the  metropolitan 
parks  district  under  its  jurisdiction,  by  a  suitable  roadway  or 
boulevard,  and  for  this  purpose  to  exercise  any  of  the  rights  and 
powers  granted  to  said  board  by  said  act,  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  said  act,  anc!  also  to  take  or  acquire  in  fee  or  otherwise,  in  the 
name  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  Commonwealth,  by  purchase, 
gift,  devise  or  eminent  domain,  any  lands  or  rights  or  easements 
or  interest  in  land  within  said  district,  although  the  land  so  taken 
or  any  part  thereof  be  already  a  street  or  way,  and  to  construct 
and  maintain  along,  across,  upon  or  over  the  same  or  any  other 
land  acquired  by  said  board  by  said  act,  a  suitable  roadway  or 
boulevard ;  provided^  however^  that  the  concurrence  of  the  board 
of  aldermen  in  the  city  of  Boston  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  or 
the  concuiTence  of  each  other  county  or  city  or  town  outside  of  * 
said  county  of  Suffolk,  wherein  any  portion  of  any  street,  way, 
land  or  rights  in  land  is  taken  by  right  of  eminent  domain  be 
obtained,  to  the  taking  of  said  portion  by  vote  of  its  county  com- 
missioners, city  government  or  board  of  selectmen  respectively. 

Sect.  2.  Said  board  shall  have  the  same  authority  to  deter- 
mine the  value  of,  and  assess  upon  real  estate  the  amount  of 
betterments  accruing  to,  said  real  estate  by  the  locating  and  lay- 
ing out  of  any  roadway  or  boulevard  herein  authorized,  as  is 
conferred  by  chapter  fifty-one  of  the  Public  Statutes  upon  boards 
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of  city  or  town  officers  authorized  to  lay  oat  streets  or  ways,  and 
the  provisions  of  the  first  eight  sections  of  said  chapter,  relating 
to  ways,  shall  apply  to  such  assessments  by  said  board ;  provided^ 
however^  that  no  assessment  shall  be  made  upon  any  real  estate 
except  such  as  abuts  upon  the  street  from  the  laying  out  of  which 
the  betterment  accrues ;  and  provided,  further,  that  no  betterment 
or  damages  shall  be  assessed  upon  or  paid  to  any  city  or  town 
onder  this  act. 

Sect.  3.  In  furtherance  of  the  powers  herein  granted  said 
board  may  appoint  clerks,  police  and  such  other  employees  as  it 
may  from  time  to  time  find  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  this  act, 
remove  the  same  at  pleasure,  and  make  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  government  and  use  of  the  roadways  or  boulevards  under  its 
care,  breaches  whereof  shall  be  breaches  of  the  peace,  punishable 
as  such  in  any  court  having  jurisdiction  of  the  same ;  and  in 
addition  said  board  shall  have  the  same  rights  and  powers  over 
and  in  regard  to  the  roadways  or  boulevards  taken  and  constructed 
hereunder  as  are  or  may  be  vested  in  them  in  regard  to  other  open 
spaces  by  said  chapter  four  hundred  and  seven  and  acts  in  amend- 
ment thereof  and  in  addition  thereto,  and  shall  also  have  such 
rights  and  powers  in  regard  to  the  same  as,  in  general,  counties, 
cities  and  towns  have  over  public  ways  under  their  control ;  pro- 
vided, however,  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  taken  or 
held  to  affect  or  abridge  the  right  of  any  city  or  town  lying  within 
said  district  to  pursue  and  apprehend,  as  it  lawfully  may  from 
time  to  time,  any  person  or  persons  who  commit  within  the  limit 
of  said  city  or  town  any  breach  of  any  statute,  ordinance  or 
regulation.  The  liability  arising  out  of  any  defect  or  want 
of  repair  in  any  roadway  or  boulevard  maintained  by  said 
metropolitan  park  commission  under  this  act,  and  the  rights 
and  remedies  thereto  appertaining,  shall  be  in  all  respect 
the  same  as  those  provided  by  law  in  relation  to  the  repairs  of 
public  ways  and  bridges,  in  chapter  fifty-two  of  the  Public  Statutes 
and  any  acts  passed  from  time  to  time  in  addition  thereto  or 
amendment  thereof.  Actions  seeking  to  enforce  such  rights  and 
remedies  shall  be  brought  against  the  commissioners  as  such,  but 
there  shall  never  be  any  personal  liability  on  the  part  of  them 
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or  any  of  them  to  any  person  injured  as  aforesaid  by  reason  of 
such  defect  or  want  of  repair.  Notices  required  to  be  served 
upon  the  defendant  in  proceedings  hereunder  shall  be  served 
upon  the  chairman  of  the  board  or  its  secretary.  All  sums  re- 
covered against  said  commission  under  the  foregoing  provisions, 
together  with  any  costs  of  suit  and  counsel  fees,  expenses  and  in- 
terest, shall  be  taken  and  held  to  be  expenses  of  care  and  main> 
enance,  within  the  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act  as  hereinafter 
expressed  and  provided  for.  Said  board  may  maintain  in  repair 
and  lease  buildings,  together  with  land  appurtenant  thereto,  upon 
any  portion  of  the  property  at  any  time  taken  or  acquired  by  it ; 
and  also  may  erect,  maintain  in  repair  and  lease  such  buildings, 
with  land  appuiiienant  thereto,  upon  any  property  at  any  time 
under  its  control,  as  may  fairly  be  necessary  to  serve  the  public 
uses  for  which  such  property  is  held.  Said  board  shall  have  suit- 
able office  accommodations  for  its  purposes,  and  shall  keep  the 
plans,  documents,  records  and  accounts  of  its  doings  at  such 
office,  and  each  year  shall  include  a  report  of  the  same,  with  a  full 
statement  of  receipts  and  disbursements  hereunder  in  the  report 
required  by  said  chapter  four  hundred  and  seven. 

Sect.  4.  The  board  of  aldermen  of  said  city  of  Boston  for  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  and  all  other  counties  lying  partly  within  said 
district  by  vote  of  their  county  commissioners,  the  cities  within 
said  district  by  vote  of  their  city  governments,  and  the  towns 
within  said  district  by  vote  of  their  selectmen,  are  hereby  re- 
spectively authorized  and  empowered  to  concur  in  any  taking  by 
said  board,  and  thereby  to  transfer  their  rights  in  any  streets  or 
lands  taken  thereunder. 

Sect.  5.  Said  board  shall  estimate  and  determine  as  near  as 
may  be  all  damages  sustained  by  any  person  or  corporation  by 
the  taking  of  land,  or  any  right  therein  under  this  act ;  but  any 
one  aggrieved  by  such  determination  of  the  board  may  have  such 
damages  assessed  by  a  jury  of  the  superior  court  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  provided  by  law  with  respect  to  damages  sustained 
by  reason  of  the  laying  out  of  ways.  If  upon  trial  damages  are 
increased  beyond  the  award  of  the  board  the  aggrieved  party  shall 
recover  costs,  otherwise  such  party  shall  pay  costs;  and  costs 
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shall  be  taxed  as  in  civil  cases ;  but  no  suit  for  such  damages 
shall  be  brought  after  the  expiration  of  two  years  from  the  date 
of  the  recording  of  the  taking,  as  required  by  the  following  sec- 
tion. 

Sect.  6.  Within  sixty  days  after  any  street,  way,  land  or 
right  therein  is  acquired  or  taken  under  this  act,  the  board  shall 
file  and  cause  to  be  recorded  in  the  proper  registry  of  deeds,  a 
description  thereof  sufficiently  accurate  for  its  identification,  with 
a  statement  of  the  purpose  for  which  the  same  is  acquired  or 
taken,  which  description  shall  be  signed  by  a  majority  of  said 
board. 

Sect.  7.  To  meet  the  expenses  of  taking  and  constructing 
said  roadways  or  boulevards  herein  provided  for,  the  treasurer 
and  receiver  general  shall,  with  the  approval  of  the  governor 
and  council,  issue  scrip  or  certificates  of  debt  in  the  name  of  the 
Commonwealth  and  under  its  seal,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  forty 
years.  Such  scrip  or  certificates  of  debt  shall  be  registered  as 
bonds  or  with  interest  coupons  attached,  and  shall  bear  interest  not 
exceeding  four  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  on  the  first  days  of 
January  and  July  in  each  year.  Such  scrip  or  certificates  of  debt 
shall  be  designated  on  the  face  as  Metropolitan  Parks  Loan,  Series 
2 ;  shall  be  countersigned  by  the  governor,  and  shall  be  deemed  a 
pledge  of  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  prin- 
cipal and  interest  shall  be  paid  at  the  times  specified  therein,  in  gold 
coin  of  the  United  States ;  and  said  scrip  or  certificates  of  debt  shall 
be  sold  and  disposed  of  at  public  auction  or  in  such  other  mode 
and  at  such  times  and  prices,  and  in  such  amounts  and  at  such 
rates  of  interest,  not  exceeding  the  rate  above-specified,  as  the 
governor  and  council  shall  deem  best.  The  treasurer  and  re- 
ceiver general  shall  on  issuing  any  of  said  scrip  or  certificates  of 
debt  establish  a  sinking  fund  and  apportion  an  amount  to  be 
paid  thereto  each  year  sufficient  with  its  accumulations  to  ex- 
tinguish the  debt  at  maturity.  Any  premium  realized  on  the 
sale  of  said  scrip  or  certificates  of  debt  shall  be  applied  to  the 
payment  of  the  interest  on  this  loan  as  it  accrues. 

Sect.  8.     The  commissioners  required  to  be  appointed  by  sec- 
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tioD  eight  of  said  chapter  four  handred  and  seven  shall  also,  in  the 
manner  therein  required,  determine  the  proportion  in  wliich  each  of 
the  cities  and  towns  of  the  said  district  shall  annually  pay  money 
into  the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  during  each  of  the  five 
years  ne^  following  the  first  issue  of  said  scrip  or  certificates  of 
debt,  to  meet  one  half  the  interest  and  sinking  fund  requirements  for 
each  of  said  years,  as  estimated  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  ono  half  the  expense  of  care  and  maintenance, 
and  one  half  of  the  office  and  ranning  expenses  of  said  board  oc- 
casioned by  this  act,  as  estimated  by  said  board  and  certified  to 
said  treasurer,  and  one  half  of  any  deficiency  in  the  amount  pre- 
viously paid  in,  and  shall  then  return  their  award  into  said  coart; 
and  when  said  award  shall  have  been  accepted  by  said  court  the 
same  shall  be  a  final  and  conclusive  adjudication  of  all  matters 
herein  referred  to  said  commissioners  and  shall  be  binding  on  all 
parties.  Before  the  expiration  of  said  term  of  five  years,  and 
every  five  years  thereafter,  the  commissioners  then  appointed 
under  said  section  eight  of  said  act  shall,  in  the  manner  directed  in 
said  act,  determine  the  proportion  in  which  each  of  the  cities  and 
towns  of  said  district  shall  annually  pay  money  into  the  treasury 
of  the  Conmionwealth  as  aforesaid,  for  the  ensuing  term  of  five 
years,  and  shall  return  their  award  into  said  court ;  and  when  said 
award  shall  have  been  accepted  by  said  court  the  same  shall  be  a 
final  and  conclusive  adjudication  of  all  matters  herein  referred  to 
said  commissioners  and  shall  be  binding  on  all  parties.  The  re- 
maining one  half  of  all  said  annual  expenses  shall  be  paid  by  the 
Commonwealth. 

Sect.  9.  The  metropolitan  park  commission  shall  annually 
estimate  the  expenses  of  preservation  and  necessary  care  of  said 
public  reservations  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  the  proportion  of 
office  and  running  expenses  occasioned  by  the  passive  of  this  act, 
and  certify  the  same  to  the  treasurer,  who  shall  apportion  said 
expenses  in  the  manner  provided  in  the  following  section. 

Sect.  10.  The  amount  of  money  required  each  year  from  each 
city  and  town  of  the  metropolitan  parks  district,  to  meet  the  in- 
terest, sinking-fund  requirement,  and  expenses  aforesaid  for  each 
year,  and  deficiency,  if  any,  shall  be  estimated  by  the  treasurer 
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of  the  Commonwealth  in  accordance  with  the  proportion  de- 
termioed  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  be  included  in  and  made  a  part 
of  the  sum  charged  to  soch  city  or  town  and  be  assessed  upon 
it  in  the  apportionment  atid  ^assessment  of  its  annual  state  tax ; 
and  said  treasurer  shall  in  each  year  notify  each  city  and  town  of 
the  amount  of  such  assessment,  and  the  same  shall  be  paid  by 
the  city  or  town  into  the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth  at 
the  time  required  for  the  payment  and  as  a  part  of  its  state  tax. 
The  amount  of  money  required  each  year  to  meet  the  remaining 
one  half  of  the  interest,  sinking  fund  requirement  and  expenses 
aforesaid  for  each  year,  and  deficiency,  if  any,  shall  be  included 
in  and  made  a  part  of  the  annual  state  tax  levy. 

Sect.  11.  The  supreme  judicial  court  shall  have  jurisdiction  in 
equity  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  shall  fix  and  de- 
termine the  compensation  of  all  commissioners  appointed  by  said 
court,  whether  under  the  provisions  hereof  or  of  said  chapter  four 
hundred  and  seven. 

Sect.  12.     This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

[Approved  April  21,  1894.] 


[Stat.  1894  —  Chap.  396.] 

AN  ACT  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  CITY  OP  BOSTON  TO  INCUR  IN- 
DEBTEDNESS BEYOND  THE  LIMIT  FIXED  BY  LAW,  FOR 
PARK  PURPOSES. 

Section  1.  The  city  treasurer  of  the  city  of  Boston,  to  pay 
the  expenses  of  construction  of  the  public  parks  of  said  city,  in- 
cluding the  payments  for  land,  shall  from  time  to  time,  as  speci- 
fied in  requests  of  the  board  of  park  commissioners  of  said  city, 
approved  by  the  mayor,  issue  notes,  bonds  or  scrip  of  said  city, 
but  the  total  amount  so  issued  shall  not  exceed  one  million  dol- 
lars. Said  notes,  bonds  or  scrip  shall  be  made  payable  in  thirty 
years  from  their  date,  and  bear  interest  payable  semi-annually  at 
a  rate  not  exceeding  four  per  cent,  per  annum,  to  be  fixed  by 
said  treasurer  with  the  approval  of  said  mayor. 
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Sect.  2.  Said  treasurer  shall  sell  said  notes,  bonds  or  scrip  so 
issued  and  retain  the  proceeds  thereof  in  the  treasury  of  the  city, 
and  pay  therefrom  the  expenses  aforesaid,  as  they  may  hereafter 
be  contracted  by  said  board ;  provided,  however,  that  he  shall  pay 
over  to  the  board  of  commissioners  of  sinking  funds  of  said  city 
any  premiums  received  in  the  sale  of  said  notes,  bonds  or  scrip  ; 
aud  said  board  of  commissioners  of  sinking  funds  shall  place  all 
amounts  so  paid  by  said  treasurer  in  the  sinking  fund  for  the 
payment  of  the  loan  hereby  authorized. 

Sect.  8.  The  debts  and  loans  authorized  by  this  act  shall  not 
be  included  in  determining  the  limit  of  indebtedness  fixed  for 
said  city,  and  the  notes,  bonds  or  scrip  shall  not  be  issued  until 
after  the  first  day  of  January  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninetj'-five. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  acceptance  by  the 
city  of  Boston. 

[Approved  May  17,  1894.] 


[StAT.  1894  — Chap.  483.] 

AN  ACT  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  COMMONWEALTH  TO  ACQUIRE 
THE  LOCATION  IN  PART  OP  THE  BOSTON,  REVERB  BEACH 
&  LYNN  RAILROAD,  AND  TO  AUTHORIZE  A  RELOCATION 
IN  PART  OP  SAID  RAILROAD. 

Section  1.  The  metropolitan  park  commission  created  by 
chapter  four  huqdred  and  seven  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  ninety-three  is  hereb}'  further  authorized  and  em- 
powered, to  the  full  extent  of  the  Commonwealth's  power  of 
eminent  domain,  to  take  and  acquire  in  the  name  and  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Commonwealth,  by  the  exercise  hereunder  of  any 
of  the  powera  named  in  said  act  and  in  the  manner  therein 
prescribed,  all  the  right,  title  and  interest  of  the  public  or  any 
corporation  or  individual  in,  to  or  concerning  any  of  the  land, 
flats,  or  beach  in  the  town  of  Revere  lying  along,  upon  or  near, 
and  including  so  much  of,  the  present  location  and  railroad  of  the 
Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Company,  as  said  board 
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may  deem  best,  and  to  hold,  maintain,  and  care  for  the  same  as  a 
park  or  public  open  space  for  exercise  and  recreation,  in  the  man- 
ner prescribed  in  said  act :  provided^  however^  that  said  board 
shall  not  interfere  with  the  operation  of  said  railroad  during  a 
period  of  twelve  months  from  the  time  of  taking  or  acquiring  any 
portion  thereof. 

Sect.  2.  The  damages  sustained  by  said  railroad  company  or 
by  any  other  corporation  or  individual  by  reason  of  any  taking  or 
acquisition  hereunder  by  said  board,  shall  be  estimated,  de- 
termined, assessed  and  recovered  in  the  manner  provided  in  sec- 
tion seven  of  said  chapter  four  hundred  and  seven  of  the  acts  of 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-three. 

SpCT.  8.  Said  board  may  erect,  maintain  in  repair  or  lease 
such  buildings,  with  land  appurtenant  thereto,  as  they  may  deem 
necessary,  upon  any  property  at  any  time  lawfully  held  or  con- 
trolled by  them  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sect.  4.  Section  nine  of  said  chapter  four  hundred  and  seven 
of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-three  is  hereby 
amended  by  inserting  in  the  second  line,  after  the  word  ^'  act/' 
the  words:  —  and  all  other  acts  in  amendment  hereof  and  in  ad- 
dition hereto,  —  and  by  inserting  in  the  sixth  line,  after  the  word 
"  million,"  the  words :  —  five  hundred  thousand,  —  so  as  to  read  as 
follows:  —  Section  9.  To  meet  the  expenses  incurred  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act  and  all  other  acts  in  amendment  hereof  and 
in  addition  hereto,  the  treasurer  and  receiver  general  shall,  with 
the  approval  of  the  governor  and  council,  issue  scrip  or  certificates 
of  debt  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth  and  under 
its  seal,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  one  million  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  forty  years.  Said 
scrip  or  certificates  of  debt  shall  be  issued  as  registered  bonds  or 
with  interest  coupons  attached,  and  shall  bear  interest  not  exceed- 
ing four  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  semi-annually  on  the  first 
days  of  January  and  July  in  each  year.  Such  scrip  or  certificates 
of  debt  shall  be  designated  on  the  face  as  the  Metropolitan  Parks 
Loan;  shall  be  countersigned  by  the  governor,  and  shall  be 
deemed  a  pledge  of  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  the  principal  and  interest  shall  be  paid  at  the  times  specified 
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therein  in  gold  coin  of  the  United  States ;  and  said  scrip  or  cer- 
tificates of  debt  shall  be  sold  and  disposed  of  at  pablic  auction  or 
in  such  other  mode  and  at  such  times  and  prices,  and  in  such 
amounts  and  at  such  rates  of  interest,  not  exceeding  the  rate 
above-specified,  as  the  governor  and  council  shall  deem  best. 
The  treasurer  and  receiver  general  shall,  on  issuing  any  of  said 
scrip  or  certificates  of  debt,  establish  a  sinking-fund,  and  appor- 
tion an  amount  to  be  paid  thereto  each  year  suflScient  with  its 
accumulations  to  extinguish  the  debt  at  maturity.  Any  premium 
realized  on  the  sale  of  said  scrip  or  certificates  of  debt  shall  be 
applied  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  said  loan  as  it  accrues. 

Sect.  5.  After  such  taking  or  acquisition  of  its  lands,  railroad 
or  location  hereunder,  said  railroad  company  may,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  twelve  of  the 
Public  Statutes  and  of  all  general  laws  then  in  force  relating  to 
the  fixing  of  the  route  of  railroads,  the  laying  out  of  the  same 
and  the  taking  of  lands  and  the  payments  of  damages  therefor, 
take  a  new  location  and  necessary  land  and  rights  in  land  within 
the  town  of  Revere,  and  construct,  maintain  and  operate  a  new 
line  of  railroad  outside  of  the  lands  taken  or  acquired  by  said 
board,  in  place  of  the  portion  of  the  location  and  railroad  taken 
or  acquired  as  aforesaid. 

Sect.  6.     This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

[Approved  June  16,  1894.] 


[Stat.  1894  —  Chap.  609.] 

AN  ACT  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  METROPOLITAN  PARK  COM- 
MISSION TO  EXPEND  A  SUM  OF  MONEY  IN  ADDITION  TO 
THE  AMOUNTS  HERETOFORE  AUTHORIZED,  FOR  OPEN 
SPACES  ALONG  OR  NEAR  THE  CHARLES  RIVER. 

Section  1.  The  metropolitan  park  commission,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  acquiring  and  making  available,  under  chapter  four  hun- 
dred and  seven  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninety-three,  open  spaces  for  exercise  and  recreation  along  or 
near  the  Charles  river,  from  the  Essex  street  bridge,  so-called,  at 
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Cottage  Farms,  towards  the  source  of  the  river,  may  expend  the 
som  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  addition  to  any  and  all 
sums  hitherto  authorized  to  be  expended  by  them  by  said  act  and 
by  all  acts  in  addition  thereto  or  in  amendment  thereof ;  and  to 
meet  the  expenses  incurred  hereunder,  the  treasurer  and  re- 
ceiver general  shall  issue  a  corresponding  amount  of  scrip  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  as  an  addition  to  the  Metropolitan 
Parks  Loan,  and  establish  a  sinking  fund  to  provide  for  the  same  ; 
said  scrip  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  to  be  issued  and  said 
sinking  fund  to  be  established,  assessed  and  collected  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  sections  nine,  ten,  eleven  and  twelve  of 
chapter  four  hundred  and  seven  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  ninety-three,  as  far  as  applicable  hereto. 

Sect.  2.  Said  act  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  section 
eleven  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following : — Section  11. 
The  metropolitan  park  commission  shall  annually  estimate  and 
certify  to  the  auditor  the  expenses  of  preservation  and  necessary 
care  of  said  public  open  spaces  for  the  ensuing  year,  which  ex- 
penses shall  be  apportioned  by  the  treasurer  and  receiver  general 
in  the  manner  provided  in  the  following  section. 

[Approved  June  22,  1894.] 
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STATUTES  OF    THE   COMMONWEALTH  RELATING  TO 
PUBLIC    PARKS   IN  THE  CITY  OF    BOSTON. 


TiAB.    Clutpter. 

.  1866,     247.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Erection  of  a  Sea-wall, 

and  the  filling  of  certain  flats  in  Charles  riyer, 

to  abate  a  nuisance. 
♦1870.     288.  —  An  Act  for  the  Laying  out  of  one  or  more  Public 

Parks  in  or  near  the  City  of  Boston. 
tl875.     185.  —  An  Act  for  the  Laying  out  of  Public  Parks  in  or 

near  the  City  of  Boston. 

1880.  144.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  connection  of  the  Arnold 

Arboretum  with  the  System  of  Parks  of  the  City 
of  Boston. 

1881.  92.  —  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  for  the  Laying  out 

of  Public  Parks  in  or  near  the  City  of  Boston. 
[Charles-river  Embankment.] 

1881.  197.  —  An  Act    to   authorize  the  Construction  of  the 

Charles-river  promenade. 

1882.  168.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  Issue 

a  Public  Park  Loan. 
1884.     226.  —  An  Act  in  relation  to  betterments  for  Locating, 
Laying  out,  and  Constructing  Streets,   Ways, 
and  Public  Parks. 

1884.  237.  —  An  Act  in  relation  to  assessments  for  Public  Im- 

provements. 

1885.  299.  —  An  Act  requiring  notice  of  assessments  of  better- 

ments to  be  given  to  the  party  to  be  charged 
thereby. 
1885.     360.  —  An  Act  in  further  addition  to  an  Act  for  the  Lay- 
ing out  of  Public  Parks  in  or  near  the  City  of 
Boston.     [Marine  Park.] 

*  ThiB  Act  vrtLB  to  take  effect  wben  accepted  by  tinro-thirds  of  the  legal  voters  voting 
thereon  at  the  State  election.  The  vote  in  favor  was  0,283;  agalnsti  6,916.  The  Act  conse- 
quently was  rejected. 

t  This  Act  was  accepted  by  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  voting  thereon,  June  9, 1876. 
Teas,  3,706;  Nays,  2,311. 
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Tsar.    Chapter. 

1886.  65.  —  An  Act  extending  the  time  for  the  completion  of 
the  Public  Park  in  the  City  of  Boston  known  as 
the  Charles-river  Embankment. 

1886.  134.  —  An  Act  to  change  a  portion  of  the  line  of  the  Sea- 
wall of  the  Public  Park  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
known  as  the  Charles-river  Embankment. 

1886.  304.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  a  Loan  for  the  construction 

of  Public  Parks  in  or  near  the  City  of  Boston. 

1887.  312.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  a  Loan  for  the  payment  for 

lands  heretofore  acquired  for  Public  Parks  in 
or  near  the  City  of  Boston. 

1887.  427.  —  An  Act  to  enlarge  the  area  for  the  proposed  Ma- 

rine Park  of  the  City  of  Boston  between  South 
Boston  and  Castle  Island. 

1888.  376.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  refund 

a  portion  of  the  money  paid  as  betterments  for 
the  Marine  Park  in  said  City. 

1888.  392.  —  An  Act  to  enable  the  City  of  Boston,  for  the  pur- 

pose of  obtaining  lands  for  its  Public  Parks,  to 
incur  indebtedness  outside  of  the  limit  fixed  by 
law. 

1889.  129.  —  An  Act  relating  to  buildings  in  the  Public  Parks 

of  the  City  of  Boston. 

1889.  438.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  enlargement  of  the  pro- 

posed Marine  Park  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

1890.  271.  —  An  Act  to  authorize'  the  City  of  Boston  to  incur 

indebtedness  outside  of  its  debt  limit,  to  pro- 
cure and  construct  one  or  more  Public  Parks  in 
the  Charlestown  District  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

1890.  339.  —  An  Act  changing  the  boundary  between  the  City 
of  Boston  and  the  Town  of  Brookline. 

1890.  444.  —  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  authorizing  the  City  of 
Boston  to  incur  indebtedness  outside  of  its  debt 
limit  to  procure  and  construct  one  or  more 
Public  Parks  in  the  Charlestown  District  of  the 
City  of  Boston. 
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1891.  801.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  incur  a 
debt  for  Park  purposes  beyond  the  limit  fixed 
by  law. 

1891.  344.  *—  An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  con- 
struct a  Sea-wall  and  extend  the  Charles-river 
Embankment. 

1891.  390.  — An  Act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  the 

Charles-river  Improvement  Commission. 

1892.  371.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  take 

Jamaica  Pond  and  Ward's  Pond  for  a  Public 
Park. 

1893.  126.  —  An  Act  in   relation  to  raising  the  grade  and 

changing  the  location  of  the  Providence  Divis- 
ion of  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  in  the  City  of 
Boston. 

1893.  211.  —  An  Act  in  relation  to  the  issue  of  bonds  and 
certificates  for  Park  purposes  by  the  City  of 
Boston. 

1893.  225.  —  An  A.ct  to  authorize  cities  and  towns  to  establish 
and  maintain  Public  Playgrounds. 

1893.  258.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  refund 
or  abate  a  portion  of  its  betterments  assessed 
for  the  extension  of  the  Marine  Park. 

1893.  282.  —  An  Act  to  provide  for  a  Public  Park  in  Wards  6 
and  7  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

1893.  300.  —  An  Act  relative  to  the  Laying  out  of  Public 
Parks  by  towns  and  cities.     [Boulevard  Act.] 

1898.  331.  —  An  Act  relative  to  leasing  open  spaces  for  Gar- 
dens and  Playgrounds  by  cities  and  towns. 

1893.  407.  —  An  Act  to  establish  a  Metropolitan  Park  Com- 
mission. 

1893.  416.  —  An  Act  relating  to  an  Act  relative  to  the  Laying 
out  of  Public  Parks  by  towns  and  cities. 
[Amending  Stat.  1898,  Chap.  300.] 

1893.  435.  —  An  Act  in  relation  to  the  construction  of  a  Sea- 
wall and  the  extension  of  the  Charles-river 
Embankment  by  the  City  of  Boston. 
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1893.  475.  —  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  Improvement  of  Charles 

river. 

1894.  288.  —  An  Act  to  authorise  the  Metropolitan  Park  Com- 

mission to  construct  Roadways  and  Boulevards. 

1894.  896.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  incur 
indebtedness  beyond  the  limit  fixed  by  law^  for 
Park  purposes. 

1894.  488.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Commonwealth  to  acquire 
the  location  in  part  of  the  Boston,  Revere 
Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad,  and  to  authorize  a 
relocation  in  part  of  said  railroad. 

1894.  509.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Metropolitan  Park  Com- 
mission to  expend  a  sum  of  money  in  addition 
to  the  amounts  heretofore  authorized,  for  open 
spaces  along  or  near  the  Charles  river. 
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DEPARTMENT    OF    PARKS. 


EEPOET. 

Hon.  Jobiah  Quincy, 

Mayor  of  the  Oily  of  Boston: 

Sm:  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Bevised 
Ordinances,  which  require  eyery  officer  and  board  in  charge 
of  a  department  to  transmit  to  the  Mayor  a  report  contain- 
ing a  statement  of  the  acts  and  doings,  and  receipts  and 
expenditures,  of  the  department  for  the  preceding  financial 
year,  the  Board  submits  the  following  report : 

Financial  Statements. 

I. 

Beoeipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  Department  for  the  Twelve 

Months  ending  January  31^  1896. 

main  park  system. 
tlanh^  construction,  and  maintenance. 

Amount  trancfeired  from  loan  for  Pablic  Parks     .  f548,527  86 
Amount  transferred  from  appropriation  for  Main- 
tenance         78,460  07 

Amount  contributed  by  abutters,  Commonwealtb  aye.,    5,000  00 

— $621,987  92 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Commonwealth  Aysirns. 

■XPBNDITURB8  FOB  OONSTBUOTION. 

Boadwcuyst  Sidewalks^  OutUrSt  and  Dradnage. 

Boadwa/s:  labor  and  mate- 
rials   $1,282  28 

Drainage:  labor  and  materials,      747  11 

Settees 875  00 

Sidewalks:  labor  and  mate- 
rials          889  31 

Engineers  and  expenses  177  35 

General  work :  labor  and  ma- 
terials 44  00 

$2,965  05 

PiawkUums. 
Labor  and  expenses       ....      2,084  64 

TooU  amd  Implemenit. 

Sprinkler,  etc 884  90 

$5,884  59 

Fbns. 
■xpsitditubes  fob  constbuotiov. 
OharUsgate  Bridge. 
Raising  grade :  labor  and  materials       .  $8,611  88 

Fen  Bridge, 
Raising  grade :  labor  and  materials  1,807  99 

RoadtPitySt  SidewcUke^  Guttere,  and  Dra/inage, 

Sidewalks :  labor  and  mate- 
rials        $804  40 

Roadways:  labor  and  mate- 
rials    7  36 

811  75 

Grading,  Loam,  and  General  Work. 
Engineers  and  expenses  $421  29 
Grading:    labor    and  mate- 
rials          148  12 

569  41 

Amounts  e€irried  forvHird,  811  801  08       $5,884  59 
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Amounis  brought  forward,  $11,801  03       $5,884  59 

PlanicUions. 
Labor  and  expenses       ....        480  06 

Admimgtraiion  Building, 
Cit7  Architect's  department,  for  plans  .        850  00 

Flcm$  and  PeMtgnt. 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses  26  75 

12,607  88 

RlTBBWAT. 
■XPBlTDITUIiBS   FOB    0QK8TBU0TION. 

Roadways,  Sidewalka,  €hater§,  and  Drainage. 
Roadways:  labor  and  mate- 

rialfl 94,999  04 

Gutters :  labor  and  materials,     1,512  96 
Drainage:  labor  and  mate- 
rials   61  56 

Sidewalks :  labor  and  mate- 
ri*ls  ....  44  25 

$6,617  81 

OUaring,  Grading,  Loam,  and  Otneral  Work. 
Superintendence  and  general 

work  $2,956  96 

Engineers  and  expenses  .  1,824  76 

Loam :  labor  and  materials  .        785  51 
Grading:    labor  and    mate- 
rials .        .'      .  687  90 

6,165  18   • 

Ptantaiions, 
Labor  and  expenses  8,802  12 

Hans  and  Designs, 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses  1,581  78 

Rsiaining  Wall, 
Labor  and  materials  710  00 

Administraiion  Building, 
Labor,  expenses,  furnishing,  etc.   .  601  53 


Amounis  carried  forward,  $18,968  32    $18,492  42 
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AmovmU  brought  forward,  $18,968  32     $18,492  42 

Foot-bridge  and  ChUverts, 

Labor  and  materials  ^^  ^^   , «  ^««  «^ 

18,983  66 

Lbtsrett  Park, 
expkmditubss  fob  lakd  and  0oh8tbuctioh. 
Land. 
Expenses  in  trials  of  suits  .  $1,034  80 

Plantations. 
Labor  and  expenses        ....     7,626  31 

Clearing t  Grading,  Loam,  and  General  Work, 
Engineers  and  expenses        .  $1,764  19 
Loam :  labor  and  materials  .      1,789  03 
Grading :  amount  paid  under 

contract  ....  1,629  76 
General    work:    labor    and 

materials  ....  947  49 
Fence  :  labor  and  materials  .  472  79 
Grading :  labor  and  materials,  386  07 
Clearing  grounds :  labor  and 

materials  ....  67  61 

7,006  94 

Roadwa/ys,  Sidewalks,  Gutters,  and  Drainage. 

Roadways:  labor  and  mate- 
rials   $6,827  99 

Drainage :  labor  and  mate- 
rials ....        221  38 

Gutters :  labor  and  materials,         144  41 

6,193  78 

Plcyns  and  Designs. 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses  1,687  23 

Walls  and  Steps. 
Labor  and  materials       ....      1,282  19 

Electric  Lighting. 
Lamp- posts  and    cable :    amount    paid 
under  contract 780  93 


Amounts  carried  forward,  $26,411  18     $37,476  07 
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AmaufUs  hrougkt  forward,  $25,411  18     #87,476  07 

Water  Supply. 
Water-pipes  and  labor  ....         501  38 

Retaining   WalL 
Amoant  paid  under  contract  402  60 

Maehinery,  TooIm,  and  ImplementM. 
Sprinkler 885  00 

Leverett  Pond  Bridge, 
Shepley,  Rutan,  &  Coolidge,  for  plans .  93  13 

Boating  Service, 
Labor  and  materials      ....  68  58 


Iron  Railinge, 
Adrertising  and  printing        ...  I  25 


26,868  12 


Jamaica  Pabk. 

sxpbhditcbss  fob  lakd  abd  oobstbugtiob. 

Land. 
Amoant  paid  for  land   .    $166,755  87 
Expenses  in  trials  of  snits,         225  00 


Fine  Bank  House. 

Building :  amount  paid  under 

contract    .                         .$16,811  71 

Heating :  amount  paid  under 

contract    .... 

1,000  00 

Wheelwright  and  Haven,  for 

superintendence 

365  80 

City  Architect's  department. 

for  plans   .... 

204  67 

Electric  wiring:  amount  paid 

under  contract . 

187  60 

Drainage:   labor  and  mate- 

rials   

174  88 

Advertising  and  printing 

181  64 

Labor  and  materials 

55  46 

18,430  61 

Amounts  carried  forward,  $185,411  48     $64,889  19 
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AmouHis  brought  foruHird,  •185,411  4«    #64,889  19 

C^ewringt  Grading^  Loam^  and  General  Work. 
Grading :  amount  paid  under 

contract     ....  $1,276  24 

General   work:    labor    and 

materials  ....  742  80 

Engineers  and  expenses  404  00 

Loam :  labor  and  materials  .  848  92 

Clearing  grounds :  labor  and 

materials   ....  88  70 

Grading:  labor  and  mate- 
rials    57  60 


2,908  26 


Iron  Fence. 
Amount  paid  under  contract  1,162  88 

Boating  Service. 
Labor  and  materials     ....         697  29 

Retaining  Walls, 
Amount  paid  under  contract,      $455  65 
Labor  and  materials  104  25 

559  90 

Boadwa/ys,  Sidewalke,  Gutters,  and  Drainage. 
Roadways :  labor  and  materials    .  327  52 

Plantations. 
Labor  and  expenses  226  58 

Machinery,  Tools,  and  Implements, 
Lawn  mowers        ....  110  00 

Settees. 
Settees 98  75 

Plans  and  Designs. 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses  87  56 

Gate  Souse. 
Labor  and  materials  77  94 


Amounts  carried  forward.  $191,662  66    $64,889  19 
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AmaunU  brought  forward,  «191,662  66     $64,889  19 

WdlU  and  Steps. 
Labor  and  mateiialf      ....  58  08 

191,720  74 

Arborwat. 

BZPBVDirnRSS  FOR  LAND   AND  0ON8TRU0T10R. 

Lcmd. 
Amount  paid  for  land  .        #111,906  55 
BzpenseB  in  trials  of  snits,         1,055  00 

$112,961  55 

Roadufwys,  Sidewalks,  Outtere,  and  Droiinage 
Roadways:  labor  and  mate- 
rials         $515  59 

Drainage:  labor  and  mate- 
rials .  864  47 

880  06 

Clearing,  Grading,  Loam,  and  General  Work. 
Qeneral  work:    labor    and 

materials  ....      $256  40 
Grading:    labor  and    mate- 
rials   40  00 

296  40 

Stony  Brook  Bridge. 
Labor  and  materials  ...  51  50 

Plantations. 
Labor  and  expenses       ....  18  00 

Plans  emd  Designs. 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses  17  15 

114,224  66 

Arnold  Arborbtum  and  Bussbt  Park. 
bxprnd1turb8  for  oonstruotion. 

Boundary  Walls  and  Gateways. 
Boimdary  walls :   labor  and  ' 

materials  ....  $2,845  12 
Forest  Hills  entrance    wall: 
labor  and  materials  .  1,797  77 

$4,642  89 

Amounts  carried  forward,  $4)642  89    $870,284  59 
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AmowUs  brought  forward,  $4,642  89    #870,384  59 

Roadwciys,  WeUks,  and  Drainage. 

General  work:  labor    .  $252  50 

Engineers  and  expenses  192  50 

445  00 

Plans  and  DeMtgng. 

Landscape  architects  and  expenses  65  52 

6.158  41 

West  Roxbubt  Parkway. 
bxpbnditurb8  for  land  and  oonstruotion. 
Land. 
Amount  paid  for  land  .        .  $1,355  00 
Sarreying  expenses  100  00 

$1,455  00 

Clearing,  OrcMng,  and  General  Work. 

Engineers  and  expenses  1,964  39 

3,419  89 

Franklin  Park. 

BXPBNDirnRBS   FOB   CONSTBUOTION. 

Refectory  Builddng. 


Amount  paid  under  contract,  $30, 491  25 

Amount  paid  under  contract 

for  terra-cotta  . 

9,500  00 

Amount  paid  under  contract 

for  heating-apparatus 

1,100  00 

Amount  jmid  under  contract 

for  electric  work 

500  00 

Labor  and  materials 

435  62 

$42,026  87 

Reservoir. 

Labor  and  materials 

26,884  55 

Roads  and  Walks. 
Surfacing  roads  and  walks,   $14,423  60 
Grading  roads  and  walks  9,792  86 

24,216  46 


Amounts  carried  forward,  $92,627  88  $878,857  89 
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AmaunU  brought  forvtard,  $92,627  88  |878,857  89 

QleaHngt  Grading,  Drainage^  a/nd  General  Work, 
Enginoers  and  expenses        .  ^,045  24 
General  work 
Grading 
Drainage 
Clearing  grounds  . 


7,129  88 

3,526  22 

1,488  49 

506  27 

21,646  10 
12,161  59 

WaUrSt 

Water-pipes  and  labor  . 

Forest  Btlle  Bridge. 

Amount  paid  under  contract,  f9,372  85 
Shepley,  Rutan,  &  Coolidge, 

for  plans   .  768  80 

Labor  and  materials  416  75 

10,558  40 

Fiantaiions. 
Labor  and  expenses       ....    11,19094 

Pergola   Wall,  Terrace,  a/nd  Stepe. 
Labor  and  materials      ....     4,887  02 

Arbor,  Sekoolmaeter  Hill. 

Amount  paid  under  contract 

for  tiling  roof    .  .$1,164  46 

Labor  and  materials  49  75 

1,214  21 

JSllieott  Bouse. 
Labor,  expense,  and  furnishing  511  62 

Tools  and  Implements. 
385  00 


Emerson  tablet 
Bicycle  rail    ;         .         .        . 
Temporary  sanitary  buildings : 
labor  and  materials     . 

$278  01 
44  06 

2  67 

824  74 


AmounU  carried  forward,  $154,992  50  $878,857  89 
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Amounts  brought  forward. 

$154,992  50 

Settees, 

Settees           .... 

280  26 

$878,857  d» 


Searboro*  Pond  Bridges, 
Shepley,  Rntan,  &  Coolidge,  for  plans  .        141  52 

PUihs  and  Designs, 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses  126  18 

Carriage  Shelter, 

Labor  and  materials       ....  80  89 

Boating  Service. 

Labor  and  materials       ....  22  01 

$155,649  85 

{Seaver-sireet  Improvement.) 

Cfrading,  Suffaoing,  and  Drainage, 

Surfacing:  labor  and  mate- 
rials   $8,503  99 

Engineers  and  expenses  1,404  38 

Grading -.labor  and  materials,     1,270  45 

General  work :  labor    .  195  22 

Drainage:   labor  and  mate- 
rials   86  44 

$6,410  48 


PlanteUions. 
Labor  and  materials   ....         2,610  68 


9,021  11 


164.670  46 


EXPBKDITUBSS  FOB   MaINTBNJLKOB  : 
COimOirWBALTH   AYBITDB. 

Care  of  OroundSy  Roads,  and  Walks, 

Labor  and  materials  $12,428  10 

Signs  and  notices ,        .  18  56 

$12,486  66 

Park  Police. 
Pay  of  Park  keepers  .1,107  44 


$18,544  10 


Amounts  carried  forward,  $18,544  10  $548,527  85 
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Amounts  brought  forward,  $18,544  10  $548,597  85 

FSNB,    BIYBBWAT,    LBYBBBTT  PABK,    JAMAICA   PABK,    AKD   ABBOBWAT. 

Care  of  Grounds,  Roads,  Walks,  and  Buildings, 

Grounds,  roads,  and  walks : 
labor  and  expenses  $20,402  74 

General  work  .     8,015  88 

Plantations  ....     1,922  56 

Bnildingps:  labor  and  ex- 
penses       ....      1,296  64 

Pumping-station :   labor  and 

materials  .  985  70 

Skating  712  64 

Repairs,  Stony-brook  gate- 
house 306  22 

Boating  service    .  .    ■      98  68 

Bepairs,  covered  channel, 
Muddy  river  and  gate- 
house        .        .        .        , 


21  68 


$28,762  74 


Park  Poliee. 

Pay  of  Park  keepers     .        .  $5,268  81 
Police  equipments  and  sup- 
pties  .  ...  64  16 

5,882  97 


84,095  71 


ABBOLD  ABBOBBTUM  AND  BUSSBT  PABK. 

Care  of  Roads  and  Walks. 
Watchman,  labor  and  expenses  .  $8,807  59 

Park  Poliee. 
Pay  of  Park  keepers      ....     1,166  20 


4,978  79 


FBABKLIir   PABK. 


Care  of  Grounds,  Roads,    Walks,  and  Buildings, 

Grounds,  roads,  and  walks : 
labor  and  expenses    .         $18,604  78 

Buildings :  labor  and  expen- 
ses     .  .         .        .     3,187  25 


Amounts  ecirrted forward^  $16,792  08 


$52,618  60  $548,527  8ft 
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Amavmis  brought  forward,  $16,792  03  $62,619  60  #548,527  85 

Sheep-fold  ....  2,327  44 
General  work  .  .  .  1,868  26 
Plantations     ....     1,041  18 

#21,628  »1 

Park  PoUee, 
Pay  of  Park  keepers  .$4,034  81 

Police  eqnipmentB  and  anp- 
plies  .        •        •         .        288  25 

4,817  56 

25,846  47 

78,460  07 


$621,987  92 

MARINE  PARK  SYSTEM. 

IiAUB,    (H^irSTRUGTIOir,  AH1>  MAHfTBOVAllOB. 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks  .     $131,298  08 
Amount  transferred  from  appropriation  for  Main- 
tenance        7,788  68 

$189,081  71 

BOBGHBSTKBWAT. 

XZPBNDITUIUBB  rOB  UUfD  AlTD  COBSTBUOTIOB. 

iHJmd, 

Amount  paid  for  land  .        .  $8,802  65 
Expenses  in  trials  of  suits  545  00 

$8,847  65 

Filling. 
Amount  paid  under  contract .        .  2,480  44 

Clearing,  Grading^  Loam,  and  General  IToHk. 
Engineers  and  expenses  $218  42 
Grading:     labor  and  mate- 
rials   8  28 

221  65 

Piane  and  Designs. 

Landscape  architects  and  expenses  4  20 

$6,508  94 

Amount  carried  forward^  $6,508  94 
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Amount  brought  forward^  $6,508  94 

Stkandwat. 
bxpbhditdbbb  wob,  0ov8tbu0tiov. 
Clearing,  Grading,  Loam,  and  General  Work, 

Bngineen  and  expenses  9665  42 
Orading:    labor    and   mate- 
rials          249  54 

9914  96 

Plans  and  Deetgne. 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses  22  88 

FiUing. 
Adrertising 10  25 


948  09 


MABum  Paul. 

■xmrDiTunns  for  oohstructiox. 

Head  Bouse. 


Amount  paid  un- 
der contract,      $58,700  00 

Amount  paid  un- 
der contract  for 
heating-appara- 
tus .  .     5,200  00 

Amount  paid  un- 
der contract  for 
Sgraffito  work  .    8,800  00 

Amount  paid  un- 
der contract  for 
tower  clock  922  00 

Amount  paid  un- 
der contract  for 
electric  work    .        900  00 

Gty  Architect's 
department,  for 
plans         .         .775  86 

Amount  paid  un- 
der contract  for 
laundry  plant   .        750  00 


Amfs  ear'dfor'd,  #65,547  86  #7,452  08 
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Amfs  br'tfof^d 

$65,547  36 

Labor  and  mate- 

rials 

662  28 

Amount  paid  nn- 

der  contract  for 

elerator    . 

402  50          ' 

Planfl   for  Sgraf- 

fito work 

807  84 

$66,919  48 

•7,452  08 


Fitting. 
Amount  paid  nnder  contract,    49,788  87 

Clearing,  Grading,  Loam,  and  General  Work* 
Engineers  and  ex- 
penses .  $1,929  59 
Grading :       labor 

and  materials    .     1,887  07 
Oenerai       work : 
labor  and  mate- 
rials .      1,019  66 

4,886  82 

Pianiatioris. 
Labor  and  expenses  .   1,294  01 

Dredging. 
Labor  and  materials  .   1,114  20 

Boaiing  Service. 
Labor  and  materials  76  82 

Plans  and  Designs. 
Landscape  architects  and  ex- 
penses .        20  98 

$128,660  68 

0A8TI.B   ISLAND. 

Clearing t  QreMng,  Loam,  and  Oenerai  Work, 
•Grading :  labor  and  materials,     $195  82 

SheUer. 
City  Architect's  department, 

for  plans    .  100  00 


295  82 

128.846  00 


Amotmt  coArried  forwa^rd,  $181,298  08 
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Amatmt  brought  forwardj  $181,298  08 

BZPBNDirnRBS  WOR  KAIHTBVAirOB. 

Care  of  Orounds,  Boads^   Waiks,  and  Buildings, 

GroundB,  roads,  and  walks: 
labor  and  expenses    .        .  $2,098  12 

General    work:    labor    and 

materials  ....      1,969  15 

Bnildings:  labor  and  ex- 
penses 687  49 

Pier 82  67 

Castle  Island  bridge  66  80 

Plantflrtions  ....  82  90 

Settees  ....  28  87 

Boating  serrice  14  43 


$4,970  48 


Park  Police, 
Pay  of  Park  keepers    .        .  $2,802  50 
Police  equipments  and  sap- 
plies  10  75 

2,813  25 

7,788  88 

$189,081  71 

CHARLESBANK. 

OOmFTRlTCfnOir  AJVD  MAIHTlBBIJjrOXU 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks    .     $28,129  81 
Amount  transferred  from  appropriation  for  Main- 
tenance         18,400  68 

$86,1^44 


■XPBVDITURBB  VCR  OOITBTBUOTIOB. 

Men*s  La^aiory  Building. 

Amount  paid  under  contract 

for  building  $11,578  84 

Amount  paid  under  contract 

for  heating-apparatus  776  00 

City  Architect's  Department, 

for  plans    .  198  98 


Amount  carried  forward j  $12,558  82 
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Amoimt  brought  forward^  $12,558  32 

Amount  paid  under  contract 

for  electric  flztares  .  119  80 

Labor  and  materials  84  58 

#12,767  70 

Women* s  Lavatory  Building. 
Amount  paid  under  contract,  $8,011  09 
Walker  &  Kimball,  for  plans,        203  48 
Labor  and  materials  25  00 

Advertising  and  printing  con- 
tract ....  18  00 

8,267  57 

Damages. 
Damage  to  vessel  .....        972  51 

Walks  and  Drainage. 
Drainage:    labor  and  mate- 
rials        $603  95 

Sidewalks:  labor  and  mate- 
rials   26  28 

630  23 

Water  Supply. 
Water-pipes  and  labor   ....        241  48 

Gymnasium  Grounds,  Grading  and  General  Work* 

Men's  gymnasium  grounds: 

labor  and  materials    .  $65  88 

Women's  gymnasium  ground : 

labor  and  materials   .  45  99 

Grading :  labor  and  materials,  45  29 

General    work:     labor    and 

materials   ....  17  67 

Engineer's  expenses  2  70 

Men*8  gymnasium  apparatus : 

labor  and  materials    .         .  2  00 

179  48 

Piantaiions. 

Labor  and  expenses        ....  90  89 

$23,129  81 

Amount  carried  forward,  $23,129  81 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $23,129  81 

BXPBNDITUSES   FOR   MAINTBHANCB. 


Men's  gymnasinm  — 

Grounds    and  apparatus : 

labor  and  expenses 

#2,700  42 

Bnilding :  labor  and  expenses, 

2,273  30 

Women's  gymnasium  — 

Grounds    and    apparatus: 

labor  and  expenses 

1,889  83 

Building :  labor  and  expenses, 

871  36 

Children's  shelter :  labor  and 

expenses    .... 

67  94 

Grounds    and  walks:    labor 

and  expenses 

1,738  65 

Plantations:    labor  and  ex- 

penses      .... 

1,639  23 

Skating :  labor  and  expenses, 

665  02 

Greneral  work :  labor  and  ex- 

penses      .... 

364  16 

Engineer's  expenses 

29  70 

Settees 

2  95 

#1o  |oi    nr 

Park  Police. 

Pay  of  Park  keepers    . 

•1,276  16 

Police  equipments 

2  62 

$36,680  44 

WOOD  ISLAND   PARK. 

CONSTRUCTION  AND  MAINTXaffANClS. 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks  $16,911  14 
Amount  transferred  from  appropriation  for  Main- 
tenance       .                  3,908  60 

$19,819  64 
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BZPBlTDITinUBS   FOK  GOHSTBUOTIOH. 

MttCt  Oymnanum  GrowuU  amd  Apparaifu. 
Oroonds:    labor   and  mate- 
mis  $8,015  48 

Apparatus:  labor  and  mate- 
rials       2,787  65 

$6,803  08 

GfrcuUngt  Loam^  a/nd  Generai  Work, 
Grading:  labor  and  materials,  $8,020  37 
Engineers  and  expenses  808  89 

(General  work :  labor  and  ma- 
terials 469  79 

—     4,298  55 

Iron  Fence  and  Frame. 
Amoont  paid  nnder  contract,  $2,928  25 


Labor 


Labor,  expense,  and  famish- 
ing    ....        . 
Stnrgis  &  Cabot,  for  plans    . 
Electric  fixtures    . 


Labor  and  expenses 


Labor  and  materials 


28  40 
2,951  65 

Field  Home. 

$498  68 
495  49 
125  00 


1,119  12 


PianUUions. 


740  96 


Playetead. 


440  47 


Labor  and  materials 


Jtoade  and  Walks. 

880  42 


Lamp-posts  and  cable  . 

Water*pipe8  and  labor  . 
Amount  carried  forward^ 


Meetrie  LighUng. 

182  00 

Waier  Supply, 

49  89 


$15,911  U 
$15,911  14 
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Amount  hrattghi  forward^  $15,911  14 

BXPBHDIT1TBE8   FOB  HAIHTBKAHOB. 

Cktre  of  OroundM,  Walks,  and  Buildings, 
Men's  gTmnasinm  building : 

labor  and  ezpensea  .        .  $1,678  80 
Grounds  and  apparatus :  labor 


and  expenses 

. 

797  46 

Skating :  labor  and  expenses, 

895  72 

Plantations:  labor    and 

ex- 

penses 

884  53 

Grounds :  labor  and  expenses, 

151  00 

Plajstead :    labor    and 

ex- 

penses 

. 

10  56 

Engineer's  expenses 

. 

8  89 

Signs  and  notices  . 

. 

6  75 

General  work 

• 

1  67 

Park  Poli€e, 

Pay  of  Park  keepers    . 

. 

$518  13 

PoMoe  equipments 

• 

5  00 
528  18 

$19,819  64 

CHARLBSTOWN  HEIGHTS. 
OORSTBUOTION  AHI>  MAUrrSHANCXU 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks    .       $1,944  44 
Amount  transferred  from  appropriation  for  Main- 
tenance                2,207  94 

$4,152  88 

■XPBHDmTBBS  TOB  OOHSTBUCTIGH. 

Shelter  Building, 
Labor,  expenses,  and  furmshing    .  $776  69 

PlantaHons, 
Labor  and  expenses  662  61 


AmouiU  carried  forward^  $1,489  80 
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Amovni  hnmght  forward^ 


$1,439  80 


Clearing  and  Orading  OroufuUt  Loam^  and   General   Work* 
Greneral  work :  labor  and  ma- 
terials       ....      $857  82 
Sand  courts  ....  62  47 

Engineers  and  expenses  45  62 

Grading:  labor  and  materials,  5  85 

471  76 


SidetDcUke,  OutterSt  and  Drainage. 
Drainage :  labor  and  materials  28  68 


Filling. 


Advertising 


4  75 


$1,944  44 


Buildings :  labor   . 

Plantations:  labor 

Grounds  and  walks :  labor 

Settees. 

General  work :  labor    . 

Engineer's  expenses 


EXPBHDITUSBS   FOB  MAINTBVAHOB. 

Care  of  Orounds,  Walke^  and  Buildings. 
$832  64 


468  27 

805  92 

44  49 

32  40 

10  82 


$1,694  54 


Pay  of  Park  keepers 
Police  equipments    . 


Park  Police, 

$511  11 
2  29 
518  40 


2,207  94 


$4,152  38 


CHAELESTOWN  PLAYGROUND. 

OOirSTBUCTIOIf    ASn>  HALNTJfiBrAliOB. 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks    .       $1,874  63 
Amount  transferred  from  appropriation  for  Main- 
tenance          71  09 


$1,445  72 
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SXPBimiTUBBS    rOB    CONSTHUOTION. 

Clearimg  and  Ortiding  Orounds,  and  General  Work. 
Grading:  labor  and  material  .  $1,287  97 

PianitUions, 

Labor  and  expenses       ....  86  66 

$1,374  68 

BZPBNDirnBES   FOB   MADTTBirANGB. 

Care  of  Orounds,    WalkSt  and  Budidings. 
Grounds  and  walks :  labor    .  $47  09 

Buildings :  labor 24  00 

71  09 

$1,446  72 

DORCHESTER  PARK. 

ULN1>    Ain»    MAOVTlCNAlffCK. 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks    .     $81,838  84 
Amount  transferred  from  appropriation  for  Bfain- 
tenance 89  00 

$81,927  84 

EZPaNDITUBES   FOB   LAKD. 

Amount  paid  for  land $31,838  84 

BXPBNDrrUBBS   FOB   MAINTBirANOB. 

Care  of  Gfrounde,  Walksy  and  BtMf^ngs. 
Signs  and  notices $15  00 

Park  Police. 

Pay  of  Park  keepers      ....  74  00 

89  00 

$31,927  84 

FRANKLIN  FIELD. 

k  

I«Ain>,  COirSTBUCTIOliy  AlVD  BKAIBITBnAHOE. 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks  $29,642  17 
Amount  transferred  from  appropriation  for  Main- 
tenance                 1,278  96 

$30,921  13 
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■zps]n>iTinuM  WOK  lahd  ajid  cowaftwacnom. 


AnMmnt  p«d  for  Umd    .  $27^998  50 

JPienee  and  Wall. 
Lftbor  mod  mmterialf       ....        703  95 

(Mearingt  Oradinfft  Drainage^  and  General  Work 
Grading:    Ubor   mod    nutte- 

rials #508  34 

Engineers  and  expenses  18  00 

Clearing  gronnds :  labor  and 

materials   ....  10  00 

General   work:    labor    and 
materials  ....  4  44 

535  78 

Tools  and  ImpUmenU, 
Lawn  mowers 228  50 

FUmUstiion$. 
Labor  and  expenses       ....        110  00 

Pla/ne  and  Detignt, 
Chas.  F.  Baxter,  snrreying  .        #36  00 
Landscape  architects  and  ex- 
penses      ....  35  44 

71  44 

t89,64S  17 

■XPBVDirn&BS   FOB  MAINTBVAjrOB. 

Oar§   of  Oroundiy   WcUki,  and  Buildings. 

Skating       ....        $519  22 
Gronnds  and  walks :  labor  .  299  18 

#818  40 

Ptirk  Police. 
Paj  of  Park  keepers  #455  56 

Police  equipments  5  00 


460  56 

1,278  96 

#80»921  18 
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PUBLIC  PARK,   NORTH  END. 

liAJm,  OORSTRUCTIOIV,  AlVD  MAClTBirAHClB. 

From  appropriation  for  Pablic  Park,  North  End    .  $221,188  92 
Amonnt  transf erred  from  appropriation  for  Main- 
tenanoe 76  54 

♦221^60  46 

KXPBNDITURB8   FOR  LAITD  AHB  OOVSTKUOTIOX. 

Land. 

Amonnt  paid  for  land  .        $212,889  15 
Expenses  in  trials  of  suits,  793  46 

$218,182  60 

CUartngf  Orading,   and  Chnerai  Work. 
Grading :  amonnt  paid  under 

contract     .        •        .        .  $5,998  28 
Engineers  and  expenses  1,589  10 
Borings  167  75 
AdrertiBingand  printing  con- 
tract   72  68 

7,822  71 

Pians  and  Designs. 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses  160  08 

SidewaUut  OuUers,  and  Dramage. 
Sidewalks :  labor  and  materials  42  25 

Stnuiwres. 
Temporary  building       ....  26  88 

$221,188  92 

EXPEKiyirUBBB   von  MAIKTSNANCB. 

Park  Pn^iUe, 

Pay  of  Park  keepers  $76  54 

$221,260  46 

PLAY8TEAD,  NORTH  BRIGHTON. 
ItfAlfD  AOCOUAT. 

From  Appropriation  for  Flaystead,  North  Brighton    .  $109  80 
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■XPEVDirURBfl. 

Taxes  on  land  for  1894 ^109  80 

PARK  DEPARTBiENT. 
Amount  transferred  from  appropriation  for  Maintenance  .  $7>479  92 

OFFIOB  KXPSUffSBS. 

Salary  of  Secretary  and  Clerk        ....  $3,000  00 

Clerical  serrice  at  office 1,800  00 

Printing  annual  report,  etc 1,126  26 

Telephone,  messenger  serrice,  and  incidental  ex- 
penses   1,101  37 

Expense  of  Tisit  of  City  Council  to  Park  system    .  215  25 

Carriage-hire 117  00 

Stationery 74  78 

Plans 45  26 


#7,479  92 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  MAINTENANCE. 

Appropriation  for  the  financial  year  1896-6    .        .  $130,000  00 
Less  transferred  to  Police  Department  .  20,000  00 

$110,000  00 
Amount  contributed  by  abutters.  Commonwealth 

avenue 6,000  00 

$116,000  00 

Fens,  Riverway,  Leverett  Park,  Jamaica  Park, 

andArborway $34,096  71 

Franklin  Park 26,84^47 

Commonwealth  Avenue 13,544  10 

Charlesbank 13,400  63 

Marine  Park  System 7,783  68 

Park  Department 7,479  92 

Arnold  Arboretum  and  Bussey  Park       .        .        .  4,973  79 

Wood  Island  Park 3,908  60 

Charlestown  Heights 2,207  94 

Franklin  Field 1,278  96 

Dorchester  Park 89  00 

PubUc  Park,  North  End 76  54 

Charlestown  Playground 71  09 

Balance  merged  into  General  City  Income     .        .  243  67 

$116,000  00 
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INCOME. 
Receipts. 
Received  from  rents  and  sale  of  buildings,  wool,  sheep,  grass, 
and  wood <2,582  19 

Pctyments, 
Income  carried  to  (General  City  Income $2,582  19 

APPROPRIATION  FOR  STRANDWAY  FROM  MARINE  PARK  WEST. 

Amount  of  appropriation  authorized  by  City  Council  and  approved 

by  the  Mayor,  July  9,  1895 $100,000  00 

No  expenditures  on  this  account  to  date. 

APPROPRIATION  FOR  PUBLIC  PARK.  NORTH  EITO. 

♦Public  Park  Loan,  Wards  6  and  7 : 
Balance  unexpended  January  81,  1895   .  $436  56 

Loan  issued  in  AprU,  1895 50,000  00 

Loan  issued  in  December,  1895      ....     208,000  00 

$268,486  56 

EipendUurei. 

Paid  on  account  of  land $218,182  60 

Paid  on  account  of  construction     ....         8,051  82 
Balance  unexpended  January  81,  1896   .        .        .       87,252  64 

'        $258,436  56 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  PLAYSTEAD,  NORTH    BRIGHTON. 
Balance  unexpended  January  31,  1895 $8,885  17 

Expenditures. 
Paid  on  account  of  Playstead,  North  Brighton  $109  80 

Balance  unexpended  January  81,  1896   .        .  8,775  87 

$3,886  17 


*  Obapter  282,  Acto  of  1898,  anthorlzes  the  taking  of  lands  of  an  aaaeflsed  yalne  not  ex- 
ceeding $800,000,  and  the  iMne  of  bonds  to  an  amount  neceeeary  to  pay  for  each  lands,  and 
a  further  amount  not  exceeding  $80,000,  to  be  used  to  meet  the  expense  of  preparing  said 
lands  for  public  use. 
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APPROPRIATION  FOR  PUBLIC  PARKS. 

Balance  anezpended  January  31,  1895    .  .  9768,876  38 

Amount  of  appropriation  authorized  by  City  Coun- 
cil and  approved  by  the  Mayor,  July  9,  1895  100,000  00 


#868,876  38 


Bxpendiinres. 

Commonwealth  Avenue #5,884  59 

Fens 12,607  88 

Riverway 18,988  66 

LeverettPark 26,863  12 

Jamaica  Park 191,720  74 

Arborway                          114,224  66 

Arnold  Arboretum  and  Bussey  Park  5,153  41 

West  Roxbury  Parkway 3,419  39 

Franklin  Park 164,670  46 

Dorchesterway 6,503  94 

Strandway 948  09 

Marine  Park 123,846  00 

Charlesbank 23,129  81 

Wood  Island  Park 16,911  14 

Charlestown  Heights 1,944  44 

Charlestown  Playground 1,374  63 

Dorchester  Park 31,838  84 

Franklin  Field 29,642  17 

Balance  unexpended  January  31,  1896  .  90,209  47 

#868,876  38 

n. 

Summary  of  ETypenditures  on  Account  of  Land  and  Oon^ 
8truction  for  the  Financial  Year^  1896-96. 

Main  Park  System : 

Leverett  Park #1,034  80 

Jamaica  Park 166,980  87 

Arborway 112,961  56 

West  Roxbury  Parkway     .  1,466  00 

#282,482  22 


Amount  carried  forward,  #282,432  22 
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Amavmt  hrougkt  forvoa/rd^ 
Marine  Park  System : 

Dorchesterway  . 
Dorchester  Park    . 
Franklin  Field 
Public  Park,  North  End 
Playstead,  No.  Brighton 


9282,482  22 


ZMT  66 


#81,888  84 

27,998  50 

213,132  60 

109  80 


278,079  74 


#559,859  61 


OORSTRUOTION. 

Main  Park  System : 
Commonwealtli  Avenue      .  .  $5,884  59 

Fens 12,607  88 

Rivenray 18,988  65 

Leverett  Park 25,828  32 

Jamaica  Park     ...  .   24,789  87 

Arborway 1,263  11 

Arnold  Arboretum  and  Bussey  Park  .     5,158  41 
West  Roxbury  Parkway     .  1,964  39 

Franklin  Park 164,670  46 

Marine  Park  System : 

Dorchesterway $2,656  29 

Strandway 948  09 

Marine  Park  .  123,846  00 

Oharlesbank #23,129  81 

Wood  Island  Park  ....  15,911  14 

Charlestown  Heights      ....     1,944  44 
Charlestown  Playground        .        .  1,874  63 

Franklin  Field 1,643  67 

PubUc  Park,  North  End        .        .        .    8,051  32 


#261,095  68 


127,450  88 


52,055  01 


-    440,601  02 
#999,960  63 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


30 


m. 

Summary  of  Expenditures  on  Account  of  Park  Oonstruction^ 
from  the  Organization  of  the  Board,   Octcber  5,  1876,  to 
,  January  31,  1896. 

MAIN  PARK   SYSTEM. 

GOMMONWBALTH   ATBNUV. 

Boadwajs,    sidewalks,   gutters,    drainage,    and 

general  work $82,218  60 

Plantations 10,082  27 

Electric  lighting 5,674  00 

Machinery,  tools,  etc 884  90 

Plans  and  designs 22,00 


$98,881  77 


Furs. 

Filling .        .                $576,811  15 

Excavating,  grading,  loam,  and  general  work  584,552  76 

Boadwajs,  sidewalks,  gutters,  and  drainage  348,548  27 

Retaining^walls,  curb,  and  fence  118,177  77 

Bojlston  bridge 92,011  48 

Plantations 70,218  74 

Charlesgate  bridge 65,287  67 

Agassiz  bridge 52,018  50 

Stonj-brook  bridge 40,007  11 

Railroad  bridge 89,995  04 

Fen  bridge 29,427  80 

Plans,  designs,  and  superintendence    .        .        .  27,200  98 

Office  and  general  expenses                          .  14,114  92 

Machinery,  tools,  etc 18,797  11 

Electric  lighting 6,887  28 

Surveying 5,472  16 

Stony-brook  channel  and  gatehouse    .        .        .  1,976  28 

Water-supply,  settees,  and  live-stock  .  1,417  48 

Administration  building  plans     ....  850  00 


2,088,262  40 


Amouni  ca/rried  forvKLrdt  $2,137,144  17 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


31 


Amount  brought  forward^  #2,137,144  17 

BIVBBWAT. 

EzcaTating,  grading,  loam,  and  general  work     .  $182,257  91 

Filling 104,148  90 

Koadwajs,  sidewalks,  gutters,  and  drainage  86,740  39 

Audubon  bridge 39,654  27 

Bridle-path  bridge 32,929  09 

Administration  building 26,441  10 

Foot-bridges  and  culrerts    .                 ...  14,345  00 

Tremont-street  bridge 18,273  53 

Plantations 12,888  65 

Brookline-avenue  bridge 8,936  82 

Bellevue-street  bridge 8,163  96 

Surveys,  plans,  designs,  and  superintendence  6,792  14 

Retaining-wall 5,540  57 

Shelter 4,513  65 

Electric  lighting 2,784  57 

Water-supply  and  settees 1,736  31 

Machinery,  tools,  etc. 468  75 

Oatehouse 58  80 

551,618  91 

LSYXBBTT   PABK. 

Excavating,  clearing,  grading,  loam,  and  general 

work #181,128  68 

Roadways,  sidewalks,  gutters,  and  drainage  75,114  79 

Retaining-walls,  steps,  and  culverts    .                 .  85,862  44 

Plantations 16,989  19 

Leverett-pond  bridge 9,850  S% 

Flans  and  designs 6,766  71 

Foot-bridges  and  culverts 6,868  46 

Electric  lighting 5,278  74 

Machinery,  tools,  etc. 3,434  75 

Water-supply  and  settees 1,507  14 

Boating  service 68  58 

Filling 15  75 

Iron  railing 1  25 

342,387  07 

JAMAICA    PABK. 

Clearing  and  grading  grounds,  loam,  and  general 

work $53,404  88 

Roadways,  sidewalks,  gutters,  and  drainage  37,559  04 

AmounU  carried  forward,  $90,963  42    $3,031,095  15 
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Amounts  brought  forward,  990,963  42  #8,081,095  15 

Hne  Bank  House 18,725  17 

Retainiiig-wallfl  and  steps 18,950  66 

Water-supply  and  settees 6,056  94 

Plantations 8,867  78 

Surveys,  plans,  designs,  and  superintendence  8,008  75 

Machinery,  tools,  etc 2,078  75 

Electric  lighting 1,622  50 

Iron  fence 1,162  88 

Boating  service 697  29 

Gatehouse 77  94 

142,806  68 

▲RBORWAT. 

Roadways,  sidewalks,  gn^tters,  and  drainage  #88,259  14 
Clearing  and  grading  g^unds,  loam,  and  general 

work 68,770  54 

Culverts 5,489  58 

Water-supply  and  settees    ....  4,899  16 

Stony-brook  bridge              4,484  48 

Electric  lighting 8,028  00 

Filling 2,819  16 

Machinery,  tools,  etc. 1,968  75 

Flantotions 194  78 

Plans  and  designs Ill  87 


▲RNOLD  AKBORBTUM  AKD  BVS8BT  PABK. 

Roadways,  sidewalks,  gutters,  and  drainage  .  #221,811  72 
Boundary  walls  and  gateways  ....  9,000  91 
Plans,  designs,  and  superintendence   .  1,461  74 

Flantotions 718  41 

Settees 129  64 

Surveying 100  00 


mOST  BOZBUBT   PJLBKWAT. 


Clearing  and  gradiag  ground,  loam,  and  general 

work #2,602  94 

Plans,  designs,  and  superintendence   ...  51  26 


175,024  86 


282,717  42 


2,654  20 


Amount  carried  forward^  #3,588,698  16 
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Amouwt  brought  forward,  1^,583,698  16 

FBANKLIN  PARK. 

ItoadwajB,  sidewalks,  and  gutters                         .  $660,611  88 
Clearing  and  grading  gronnds,   drainage,    and 

general  work 446,122  33 

Plantations 105,450  27 

Seaver-street  improvement          ....  84,817  76 

Refectory  building 62,986  18 

Shelter  and  Orerlook 60,561  54 

Forest  Hills  bridge 52,972  17 

Scarboro'  Pond 40,943  11 

Park  wall  and  gateways 30,672  86 

Arbor,  Schoolmaster's  hill          ....  29,514  11 

Reserroir 27,079  02 

Scarboro*  Pond  bridges 26,703  10 

Plans,  desigpiS)  and  superintendence   .  24,676  77 

Water-supply,  fountains,  and  settees  .  22,718  90 

Ellicott  Arch 16,732  21 

Ellicott  House 14,922  87 

Ellicottdale 12,542  94 

Structures 11,659  64 

Machinery,  tools,  etc 11,530  38 

Playstead  and  flag-staff 10,399  76 

Pergola  wall,  steps,  and  terrace  ....  9,593  78  . 

Propagating-honse 8,205  55 

Electric  lighting 5,108  75 

Terrace  wall 3,956  06 

Concourse,  Scarboro'  hill 3,569  80 

Culverts 3,129  34 

Carriage  shelter .  2,694  70 

Boating  service 22  01 


1,789,897  77 


MARINE  PARK  SYSTEM. 

DOB0HS8TBBWAT. 

Filling 921,821  82 

Roadways,  sidewalks,  gutters,  and  drainage  16,008  60 

Grading,  loam,  and  general  work                 .         .  7,923  87 

Plans,  designs,  and  superintendence   .        .        .  1,317  24 

Culverts 653  00 . 

Plantations 102  90 


47,821  43 


Amouni  carried  forwa/rdj  $5,421,417  36 
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Amouni  brought  forward, 

BTRANDWAT. 

FUling $20,302  86 

Clearing,  grading,  loam,  and  general  work  2,608  54 

Plans,  designs,  and  superintendence   ...  92  89 

Culverts 60  50 

Plantations 18  80 

MABINB    PARK. 

Filling,  grading,  loam,  and  general  work    .        .  $554,915  46 

Iron  pier  and  rail 175,571  99 

Head-house 97,308  18 

Rerhead 67,282  97 

Structures,  temporary  pier,  and  gas-lights  .  43,796  44 

Roadways,  sidewalks,  gutters,  and  drainage  37,920  52 

Bulkhead 4,996  00 

Plantations 4,392  20 

Plans,  designs,  and  superintendence   .  3,810  47 

Electric  lighting 2,453  04 

Water-supply,  settees,  and  fence         .        .  1,988  04 

Dredging 1,114  20 

Boating  service 76  82 


$5,421,417  36 


23,083  09 


995,576  33 


CASTLB   ISLAND. 


Temporary  buildings  and  structures 
Clearing  and  grading  grounds 
Water-supply,  settees,  and  tent  . 

Plantations 

Shelter 

Plans,  designs,  and  superintendence 


$24,973  98 

3,628  89 

2,002  98 

1,407  65 

100  00 

52  92 


32,166  42 


CHARLESBANK. 

Sea-wall  and  filling $176,353  90 

Gymnasium  grounds,  apparatus,  filling,  loam, 

and  general  work 52,093  85 

Men's  Lavatory  building 23,250  53 

Women's    Lavatory     building    and     children's 

shelter 17,527  48 


Amounts  carried  forward. 


$269,225  76   $6,472,243  20 
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Amounts  brought  forward, 

PlantationB 

Walks  and  drainage    . 

Iron  rail,  fence,  and  gas-lights    . 

Plans,  designs,  and  superintendence 

Damages 

Water-snpply       .... 
Machinery,  tools,  etc.  . 


$269,226  76  ^,472,248  20 

12423  80 

11,684  69 

8,867  29 

2,076  27 

972  61 

831  41 

66  00 

806,887  98 


WOOD  ISLAND  PARK. 


Grading,  loam,  and  general  work  t94,224  48 

Neptone  bridge 82,820  68 

Filling 29,862  82 

Field-honse 20,261  74 

Gynmasinm  grounds,  apparatus  and  playstead    .  6,243  66 

Plantations 6,016  68 

.  Roads,  walks,  gutters,  and  drainage    .     •  .  6,846  86 

Bath-house 8,106  13 

Iron  fence  and  frame  .                         .      * .        .  8,089  99 

Water-supply 1,922  40 

Plans,  designs,  and  superintendence   .                  '  1,488  08 

Culverts 426  00 

Electric  lighting 182  00 


204,917  16 


CHARLE8T0WN    HEIGHTS. 

Grading,    clearing,    filling,   loam,   and  general 

work $27,876  42 

Shelter  building "     .        .  27,214  86 

Retaining-wall 18,922  14 

Sidewalks,  gutters,  and  drainage         .        •        .  8,168  27 

Plantations 7,443  24 

Steps 8,971  42 

Plans,  designs,  and  superintendence  .        .  1,830  69 

Electric  lighting 884  00 

Water-supply,  settees,  and  fountains  .        .        .  800  86 


AnumrU  carried  fortoard^ 


90,061  79 
$7,072,660  08 
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Anumnt  braughi  forwtird,  $7,072,550  08 

CHARLESTOWN    PLAYGROUND. 

Grading,  loam,  and  general  work  $6,506  72 

Plantations 458  88 

Plans,  designs,  and  superintendence   .        .        .  126  56 

Walks  and  drainage 8  00 


7,095  11 


DORCHESTER    PARK. 

Clearing  and  grading  grounds     ....  $1)818  94 

Temporary  structures 774  95 

Plans,  designs,  and  superintendence   .  700  48 

FRANKLIN   FIELD. 

Clearing  and  grading  grounds      ....  $28,068  26 

Drainage 26,778  77 

Plantotions 10,578  87 

Fence  and  wall 708  95 

Machinery,  tools,  etc 222  50 

Plans,  designs,  and  superintendence   .                 .  176  75 

PUBLIC    PARK,    NORTH    END. 

Clearing,  grading,  and  general  work  .  $12,680  65 

Plana,  designs,  and  superintendence   .        .  899  80 

Sidewalks 100  84 

Temporary  building 26  88 

SUNDRY    ACCOUNTS. 

General  Account $78,987  50 

Park  Nursery 29,947  07 


2,789  87 


65,523  60 


18,207  12 


108,984  57 
$7,265,099  85 
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IV. 

Summary  of  Hsgpetidihirea  on  Account  of  Publie  Park 
Land,  Gon^ruction,  and  Betterments  from  the  Organiza- 
tion of  the  Board,  October  8,  1875,  to  January  31, 
1896. 


Main  Park  SyBtem : 
Fens         .... 
Riyerway 
Lererett  Park . 
Jamaica  Park  . 
Arborway 
Arnold  Arboretum  and  Biuaey 

Park  .... 
West  Rozbory  Parkway  . 
Franklin  Park . 


Marine  Park  System : 
Dorchesterway 
Strandway 
Marine  Park    . 

Charlesbank 
Wood  Island  Park 
Charlestown  Heights  . 
Charlestown  Playground 
Dorchester  Park 
Franklin  Field     . 
Public  Park,  North  End 
Playstead,  North  Brighton 


$596,254  49 
452,457  58 
260,050  97 
812,843  56 
244,468  68 

74,048  38 

7,570  94 

1,551,196  68 


-$8,998,886  18 


$68,785  54 
856,880  97 
282,972  57 


Main  Park  System : 
Commonwealth  arenue 
Fens 
Rirerway 
Leverett  Park  . 
Jamaica  Park  . 


oonrsTRuonoiv. 


$98,881  77 
2,088,262  40 
551,618  91 
842,837  07 
142,206  58 


658,589  08 
878,916  99 
182,800  00 

50.588  02 
172,928  81 

68,289  97 
155,810  86 
407,540  24 

21.589  68 


$6,080,784  23 


Amounts  carried  forvford,       $8,178,801  68 


$6,080,784  28 
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AmounU  brought  forward,       #8,178,301  68  #6,030,784  23 

Arbonray  ....         176,024  86 

Arnold  Arboretnm  and  Bxuaej 

Park 282,717  42 

West  Boxbnry  Parkway  .  2,654  20 

franklin  Park  .      1,789,897  77 

#5,373,595  93 

Marine  Park  Syitem : 
Dorchesterway  #47,821  43    ' 

Strandway        ....  28,083  09 

Marine  Park     ....         995,576  33 
Castle  Island    .  32,166  42 

1,098,647  27 

Charlesbank 305,337  93 

Wood  Island  Park 204,917  16 

Charlestown  Heights 90,051  79 

Charlestown  Playground 7,095  11 

Dorchester  Park 2,789  37 

Pranklin  Field 65,523  60 

PubUc  Park,  North  End 13,207  12 

Oeneral  Account 73,987  50 

Park  Nursery 29,947  07 

7,265,099  86 


Betterment  expenses 13,356  10 


#13,309,240  18 
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PARK  BETTKRMBIVTS  COIiIiEOTED  BT  CITT  COIiliBOTOR, 
TO  FBBRUART  1,  189«. 


Pablio  Park,  Back  Bay.  .  . 

Marine  Park 

FiankUnPark 

Parkway,  Old  Harbor  .  .  . 
Muddy  Biyer .  . 

"  Wert  Bozbnry. 

**  Doreherter  .  .  . 


'ta 
oommlUed 

to 
Oolleotor. 


$484,000  00 

28,643  00 

186,029  00 

60,789  00 

108,972  00 

164,107  00 

9,n8  00 


$920,768  00 


Abated. 


$148,126  78 
12,616  80 
122,000  66 
60,490  00 
74,n6  00 
76,709  00 
668  00 


$479,222  19 


Net 


$291^73  27 
10,996  20 
18,028  84 
10,868  00 
84,197  00 
78,896  00 
9,146  00 


$447,680  81 


CoUeoted. 


$290,404  27 
10,996  90 
18,028  84 
8,266  00 
21,880  00 
2,966  01 
2,191  60 


$849,660  48 


Oatetand'g 

February 

1,1800. 


$1,069  00 


2,107  00 
12,906  00 
76,442  99 

0,968  84 


$97.880  88 


PUBIilO  PARK  I>S1BT. 

LiabilUies. 
Total  loan  outatanding,  January  81,  1896        ....  $11,107,000  00 

Resattrees. 
Beaonrces  of  Sinking  Fund,  January  81,  1896        .         .         .   $2,072,508  55 

Net  debt,  January  81,  1896 $9,084,491  45 
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AppropiiatlonB  for  Oonrtraction $4,770,000  00 

«<               **  Land  and  Constrnctlon 4,700,000  00 

•«               "  Land 8,O(»,M0  02 

«               «  Maintenanoe,  including  Lioome 000,101  78 

"               "  Depanment  expenses 81,900  00 

$14,221,470  80 
LeM  ezpenditares  as  above 13,061,630  94 

$09,930  86 
Less  transfers  and  merged  balances 2  88,098  88 

Balances  on  hand  January  31, 1896 ••• $281,287  48 
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Pending  ContrcusU. 
The  pending  contracts,  with  the  value  of  the  unperformed 
work,  are  as  follows : 


Oontnctor. 


John  McKaman  .   . 
Lynch  ft  Woodward 

John  S.  PoUer  . 

John  J.  Flynn  . 

Now  Jersey   Term 
Cotta  Co.    .  . 


WalkerfrPrattMfg. 
Co 


J.  F.  Bnbert  .  . 

Oralg  ft  Connolly 
Oerry  &  Northnp 

Lynoh  ft  Woodward 


E.  0.   McCarthy  & 
Co .  . 


Poland  Lanndry  Ma- 
chinery Co.    .  .  . 

WhitHer     Machine 
Co 


Hawkes  Electric  Co. 
Trnmball  &  Ryan   . 


Place. 


Jamaica  Park, 


Franklin  Park, 


••  «( 


«(  (t 


Marine  Park 


««         (( 

PnbUc     Park, 
Wards  6  &  7, 


Nature  of  Work. 


!  Heating  Ap- } 
paratoa,  Pine  \ 
Bank  Hooae,  ) 

•I 


S  Electric  Wlr 
ing,  Pine 
Ba 


Bank  Honae, 

Refectory  Bldg, 

Terra    Cotta, ) 
Refector 
BnUding 


Refectory     '  S 


i  Heating  Ap- ) 
paratoa,  Bie-  > 
fectory  Bldg. ) 

(Electric  Wir. 
ing,Refect'ry 
Building  .  . 

( Plnmblng,  Be-  { 
}  fectory  Bldg.  \ 

Head  Honae    .  . 

(Heating    Ap- ) 

!  Electric  Wir- 
ing,  Head 
House    .  .  . 

i Laundry  Ma-) 
chln'ry.HeadS 
House    .  .  .  ) 

(Elevat'r,Head  j 
}  House    .  •  .  i 

!  Electric  Ma. 
chin'ry,Head 
House    .  .  . 

Grading    .  .  . 


Date  of 

Finishing 

speoifled 

in  Contract 


Sept.    1,*06 


May  21,  '96 
May     1,  ^95 

Not.  25,  *M 


May     1,  '96 
May     1,  *95 

May     1,  *96 


Sept.    1,  *96 


Amount. 


$19,464  88 
1,486  76 

234  00 
72,866  00 
9,906  00 

1,878  00 

l,n6  00 

6,298  00 
88,099  67 

6,408  00 

1,671  60 

2,274  00 
946  00 

2,8noo 

41,762  00 
$260,676  20 


Unper- 
formed. 


$8,229  88 
486  76 

88  60 

26,120  00 

406  00 

678  00 

1,276  00 

8,298  00 
1,099  67 

208  00 

871  60 

1,624  00 
642  60 

2,8n  00 

86,768  77 

$82,682  97 
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Development  of  the  Park  System. 

The  first  definite  move  of  the  City  Council  towards  estab- 
lishing public  parks  in  Boston  was  made  in  1869,  when  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  consider  what  action  should  be 
taken  by  the  city  government  to  purchase  and  lay  out  a 
public  park.  This  was  due  to  a  petition  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  public  park,  signed  by  prominent  citizens 
and  firms. 

Hearings  were  given,  and  an  order  was  passed  requesting 
the  Mayor  to  petition  for  an  act  to  authorize  the  city  to  take 
lands  in  Boston  or  vicinity  for  park  purposes,  and  an  act 
was  passed  in  1870.  This  being  prior  to  the  annexation 
of  several  of  the  outlying  towns  to  Boston,  the  act  contem- 
plated the  taking  of  a  portion  of  the  land  required  outside 
the  city  limits,  and  provided  for  a  joint  commission,  to 
be  appointed  by  the  State  and  city  authorities.  The  act, 
although  receiving  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  at  the 
State  election,  failed  of  approval  by  the  required  two- 
thirds  vote. 

Mayor  Cobb,  in  1874,  after  the  annexation  of  the  outlying 
towns,  recommended  that  action  be  taken  to  secure  suitable 
public  parks  within  the  city  limits,  and  tiie  subject  was 
referred  to  a  special  commission,  consisting  of  the  Mayor, 
two  aldermen,  three  councilmen,  and  three  citizens  at 
large,  who  submitted  a  valuable  and  interesting  report  advo- 
cating the  establishment  of  public  parks,  and  reconmiending 
the  passage  of  an  act  for  that  purpose.  This  recommenda- 
tion was  acted  upon,  and  in  the  following  year  the  present 
Park  Act  was  passed  and  accepted  by  a  majority  vote  at  a 
special  election,  which  occurred  June  9,  1875. 

The  Mayor  thereupon  appointed  T.  Jefferson  Coolidge, 
Charles  H.  Dalton,  and  William  Gray,  Jr.,  as  Park  Commis- 
sioners, who  reported  in  1876  a  scheme  for  public  parks. 
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which  has  been  carried  out  in  its  main  features,  the  whole 
forming  a  comprehensive  plan  for  improving  and  beautify- 
ing the  city  and  securing  the  benefit  that  parks  afford. 
The  plan  was  received  with  great  £eivor  ;  resolutions  were 
adopted  at  a  public  meeting  in  Faneuil  Hall  in  support 
thereof,  which  called  for  inmiediate  and  favorable  action 
thereupon  by  the  city  government. 

In  1877,  the  first  action  towards  carrying  out  these  recom- 
mendations was  taken  by  the  appropriation  of  about  half 
a  million  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  one  hundred  acres  of 
land  and  flats  in  the  Full  Basin,  so  called,  at  the  Back  Bay. 
The  establishment  of  a  park  in  this  location  was  considered 
largely  a  matter  of  sanitary  necessity. 

It  was  not  until  1881  that  further  action  was  taken 
towards  the  carrying  out  of  the  scheme  of  the  Commission- 
ers for  a  series  of  parks,  when  loans  were  authorized  for 
securing  lands  for  West  Koxbury  (now  Franklin)  Park, 
Marine  Park,  Wood  Island  Park,  the  Charles  River  Em- 
bankment, and  the  Muddy  River  Improvement. 

In  this  year,  also,  the  City  Council  passed  the  requisite 
order  to  take  the  lands  required  to  incorporate  the  Arnold 
Arboretum  in  the  system  of  parks.  This  was  accomplished 
after  long  consideration  and  under  negotiation  with  Harvard 
College,  the  object  of  the  taking  being  to  open  the  Arbore- 
tum to  public  use  by  the  construction  and  maintenance  of 
driveways  and  the  policing  of  the  grounds  by  the  city,  the 
Arboretum  proper  being  continued  under  the  care  of  the 
college.  The  good  results  of  this  union  of  interests  are 
manifested  by  the  recent  action  of  the  authorities  of  both 
the  city  and  college,  by  which  about  seventy  acres  of  valu- 
able laud  belonging  to  the  college  have  been  included  within 
the  Arboretum  on  the  same  terms  as  are  contained  in  the 
original  indenture. 
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During  the  first  period  of  ten  years  from  the  organization 
of  the  Board,  relatively  little  was  done  in  the  wary  of  con- 
struction. It  was  felt  by  the  Comxnissioners  that,  the 
securing  of  the  lands  was  the  prime  necessity,  ** and  al- 
though some  work  was  done,  chiefly  in  filling  and  building 
roads  and  bridges  on  the  Back  Bay  Fens,  the  work  of  oon-r 
struction  had  barely  begun. 

In  1885,  the  sites  of  six  parks  had  been  secured,  and  the 
cost  for  both  land  and  construction  had  reached  four  million 
dollars.  Mr.  Dalton,  who  had  served  the  city  as  chairmiBin  of 
the  Board  for  nine  years,  retired,  the  Hon.  Benjamin  Dean 
taking  his  place. 

The  adoption  at  this  time  of  the  plan  for  the  improvement 
of  what  was  called  the  West  Roxbury  Park  made  it  desirable 
to  assign  a  name  to  this  location.  Although  on  the  confines 
of  the  town  of  West  Kpxbury,  it  was  equally  on  the  borders 
of  Old  Roxbury  and  Dorchester.  The  village  of  West  Rox- 
bury lay  three  miles  farther  to  the  westward,  through  which 
the  West  Roxbury  Parkway  now  runs,  connecting  Arnold 
Arboretum  with  the  Metropolitan  Parks  at  the  Stony  Brook 
Reservation. 

A  resolution  passed  in  1882  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
constituting  a  naajority  of  the  trustees  of  the  Franklin  Fund, 
recommended  that,  the  hundred  years'  earniujgs  of  the  fund^ 
'*  which  will  be  available  in  1891-1892  for  investment  in 
some  public  work,"  be  devoted  to  the  payment  of  the  debt 
created  for  the  purchase  of  the  West  Roxbury  Park,  in  which 
event  it  "  should  be  called  Fi-anklin  Park,  in  honor  of  the 
testator  who  has  so  generously  endowed  his  native  town*" 

The  Commissioners  suggested  that  a  better  disposition 
of  the  fiind  than  the  payment  of  the  park  debt  would  be 
means  for  the  development  and  improvement  of  the  park,  and 
voted   to  adopt  the  name  of  Franklin  Park,  whether    the 
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Franklin  Fund  should  be  devoted  to  this  purpose  or  diverted 
to  some  other  use,  for  reasons  which  were  fiiUy  set  forth 
in  the  eleventh  annual  report  of  the  Board. 

The  establishment  at  this  time  of  a  low  tax  and  debt 
limit  made  the  further  carrying  out  of  the  park  scheme  a 
difficult  matter.  The  Board  accordingly  inaugurated  the 
policy  of  continuing  the  work  by  long-term  loans  outside  of 
the  debt  limit,  which  has  resulted  in  developing  the  park 
system  in  a  progressive  and  comprehensive  manner.  From 
1885  to  1896  the  number  of  park  sites,  including  parkways 
and  playgrounds,  has  increased  from  six  to  nineteen,  and  the 
cost  has  risen  from  $4,000,000  to  $13,000,000,  the  greatest 
advance  haf  ing  been  made  since  1890,  when  Col.  Thomas  L. 
Livermore  became  chairman  of  the  Board.  Mayor  Matthews 
also  took  considerable  interest  in  the  park  system,  and  his 
efforts  facilitated  the  work  of  the  Board,  particularly  in  the 
matter  of  construction. 

Mr.  Livermore  was  succeeded  by  Hon.  Paul  H.  Ken- 
dricken  in  1893,  who  gave  place  to  Hon.  Charles  F.  Sprague 
in  1894.  Mr.  Sprague  resigned  January  28,  1895,  when 
Hon.  John  F.  Andrew,  who  was  serving  a  second  term  on 
the  Board,  was  elected  chairman,  and  whose  death  in  May, 
1895,  deprived  the  city  of  the  valuable  services  of  one  whose 
capacity  for  public  affisiirs  more  than  once  was  honored  both 
in  the  state  and  nation. 

A  list  of  the  members  of  the  Board  from  its  organization 
in  1875  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

Park  Construction. 

The  work  of  park  construction,  carried  on  during  the 
year,  has  been  mainly  that  of  finishing  up  many  details 
which  remained  to  be  done  after  the  completion  of  the  drive- 
ways in  the  main  park  system.     This  work,  which  is  fully 
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detailed  in  the  report  of  the  City  Engineer,  printed  in  the 
Appendix,  may  be  briefly  summarized  as  follows :  The  com- 
pletion of  roadways,  drains,  and  plantations  on  Common- 
wealth avenue;  the  raising  of  Charlesgate  bridge  and 
approaches,  and  raising  the  grade  and  resurfacing  the  drive 
and  walks  at  Fen  bridge;  the  grading  and  surfacing  of 
Audubon  road  between  Brookline  avenue  and  the  railroad 
bridge,  and  the  construction  of  walks,  walls,  and  fences  at 
Kiverway  and  Leverett  Park ;  the  completion  of  boundary 
walls  and  gateways  at  Arnold  Arboretum;  the  laying  of 
water-pipes  in  Arborway  and  Franklin  Park,  and  the  con- 
struction of  the  reservoir  on  Hagbome  Hill;  the  grading 
of  Forest  Hills  entrance  and  the  grounds  adjoining  Seaver 
street,  including  a  new  entrance  to  Franklin  Park  from  Elm 
Hill  avenue ;  the  completion  of  the  bathing  beach  at  Marine 
Park,  and  the  construction  and  opening  of  the  men's  gymna- 
sium at  Wood  Island  Park.  A  contract  has  been  made  for 
the  construction  of  the  beach  and  retaining-walls  on  that 
part  of  the  park  at  the  North  End  which  lies  north  of  Com- 
mercial street,  thjB  plans  having  been  approved  by  the  Harbor 
and  Land  Commissioners  and  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Besides  the  work  above  enumerated,  which  has  been  done 
under  the  supervision  of  the  City  Engineer,  the  Board  has 
completed  the  head-house  at  Marine  Park  and  erected  a 
new  refectory  building  at  Franklin  Park,  both  of  which 
were  fully  described  in  the  last  annual  report,  and  will  be 
ready  for  occupancy  the  coming  season.  Pine  Bank  House 
at  Jamaica  Park  has  also  been  reconstructed  for  refectory 
purposes  from  plans  by  Edmund  M.  Wheelwright,  which 
provide  for  a  main  restaurant  and  serving-room  on  the 
ground  floor,  with  a  terrace  on  the  south  side  facing  the 
pond,  and  a  toilet-room  for  men  opening  from  a  vestibule 
under  the  stairway  on  the   north   side.     The  second  floor 
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oontains  a  dining-room,  ladies'  parlor,  serving-room,  and 
kitchen.  The  basement  is  fitted  with  heating-apparatus, 
laundry,  storage,  men's  room  and  toilet,  and  the  attic  is  pro- 
vided with  accommodations  for  servants.  The  house  will  be 
ready  for  occupancy  in  the  spring,  and  will  furnish  a  much- 
needed  and  convenient  place  for  refreshment  and  shelter, 
being  centrally  situated  in  the  stretch  of  parkways  between 
the  Fens  and  Franklin  Park. 

Ellicoft  House  at  Franklin  Park  and  the  tennis-courts  at 
Ellicottdale  were  opened  to  the  public  for  the  first  time  last 
season,  and  were  much  firequented  by  visitors.  The  new 
buildings  at  Charlesbank  and  Charlestown  Heights  were  also 
finished  and  put  in  use  during  the  season,  furnishing  accom- 
modations to  the  public  which  were  much  appreciated. 

Plans  for  a  building  at  the  Fens,  to  include  a  boat-landing, 
public  waiting  and  toilet  rooms,  sheds  for  administration 
purposes,  and  to  shelter  the  water-fowl,  were  prepared  by 
the  City  Architect,  a  sketch  of  which  is  herewith  published. 
These  plans  have  not  yet  been  approved,  although  a  building 
to  serve  similar  purposes  will  be  erected  when  the  funds  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Board  will  warrant  the  expenditure. 
When  this  is  done,  the  use  of  the  Fens  water  for  boating  and 
canoeing  will  become  popular,  and  accomplish  some  of  the 
objects  for  which  this  water  park  was  designed. 

Early  in  the  season,  arrangements  were  entered  into  with 
William  E.  Sheldon  to  equip  the  park  waters  with  a  boat- 
service  proportionate  to  the  requirements  of  the  various 
locations,  so  far  as  the  parks  were  in  a  condition  to  permit 
the  same,  under  a  schedule  of  rates  which  should  render  the 
service  popular. 

Temporary  quarters  and  landings  could  only  be  supplied 
at  first,  but  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Board  to  supplement 
these  with  boat-storage  houses,  and  to  erect  permanent 
quarters  as  soon  as  they  can  be  provided. 
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Under  the  agreement  with  Mr.  Sheldon,  boats  to  the 
number  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-four,  of  the  high  class 
called  for  in  the  specifications,  were  supplied  at  Charles- 
bank,  Leverett  Park,  Jamaica  Park,  Franklin  Park,  and 
Marine  Park.  Landings  not  having  been  provided  at 
the  Fens,  many  of  the  canoes  called  for  in  the  agreement 
were  not  put  in  service,  but  it  is  the  intention  to  equip  this 
park  the  coming  season,  and  also  to  establish  a  boating- 
station  at  Charlestown  Playground.  Two  electric  launches 
were  placed  on  Jamaica  Pond  the  latter  part  of  the  season, 
and  a  steam  launch  and  naphtha  launch  were  furnished  at 
Marine  Park,  there  being  no  facilities  at  the  latter  place 
for  obtaining  power  for  electric  launches. 

The  service  at  Marine  Park  for  ferrying  to  and  from 
Castle  Island  was  inadequate  and  difficult  of  execution, 
particularly  at  low  tide,  when  the  inside  wharf  was  inacces- 
sible. This  has  been  remedied  by  the  dredging  of  a  channel 
from  deep  water  to  a  point  near  the  wharf,  and  by  the 
building  of  two  steam  launches,  especially  designed  for  the 
purpose,  which  will  be  put  in  operation  the  coming  year. 
A  copy  of  the  agreement  and  specifications  for  the  boat- 
service  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

The  Board  this  year  was  enabled  to  provide  adequate 
fjEicilities  and  the  labor  required  for  clearing  the  snow  from 
the  park  ponds  and  keeping  the  ice  in  condition  for  skating. 
Something  had  been  done  for  this  purpose  the  previous 
year  by  spraying  and  flooding  the  men's  gymnasium  grounds 
at  Charlesbank  and  Wood  Island  Park.  A  photograph  of 
the  latter  place,  taken  in  1895,  before  the  erection  of  the 
gymnastic  apparatus,  will  show  to  what  extent  the  facilities 
afforded  at  this  remote  ground  were  availed  of  by  the  public. 
The  result  of  the  efforts  of  the  Board  in  this  direction  during 
the  winter  is  fully  detailed  in  the  City  Engineer's  report, 
together  with  views  of  the  apparatus  in  operation. 
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In  addition  to  the  care  of  the  ice  at  Charlesbank  for  skat- 
ing, the  Board  is  trying  the  experiment  of  keeping  open  the 
bathroom  connected  with  the  gymnasium  for  free  baths 
during  the  winter. 

The  remaining  work  on  the  park  system,  if  the  plans  of 
the  landscape  architects  are  carried  out  in  full,  was  estimated, 
at  the  beginning  of  last  year,  to  require  about  five  million 
dollars,  as  follows : 


Completing  section  of  Fens  north  of  Beacon 
street 

Completing  Kiverway,  including  a  new  bridge 
at  Longwood  avenue 

Leverett  Park      .... 

Jamaica  Park      .... 

Arborway  .         .         .         .         . 

Arnold  Arboretum,  extension 

West  Koxbury  Parkway 

Franklin  Park     .... 

Franklin  Field     .... 

Dorchester  Park 

Dorchesterway  and  Strandway     . 

Marine  Park,  including  Castle  Island 

Public  Park,  North  End       . 

Wood  Island  Park 

Charlestown  Playground 


$100,000  00 

122,000  00 

100,000  00 

100,000  00 

125,000  00 

100,000  00 

500,000  00 

865,000  00 

50,000  00 

50,000  00 

1,200,000  00 

1,100,000  00 

150,000  00 

300,000  00 

125,000  00 


Work  aggregating  about  $500,000  has  since  been  done  or 
provided  for  by  appropriations. 

Some  of  the  estimates  were  made  up  from  insufficient  data, 
because  detail  plans  were  lacking ;  but  the  table  represents 
approximately  the  comparative  cost  of  completing  the  parks 
at  the  time  the  estimates  were  made,  and  it  will,  therefore, 
serve  the  purposes  of  this  report. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


56 


With  the  exception  of  the  Strandway ,  it  is  not  so  essential 
that  the  work  of  constniction  should  be  pushed  with  such 
rapidity  as  the  preceding  work  of  opening  up  the  parks  and 
parkways  to  public  use.  A  loan  of  one  million  dollars  dur- 
ing the  coming  year  should  be  provided.  This  will  enable 
the  Board  to  settle  outstanding  land  damages  amounting  to 
about  $200,000 ;  to  continue  the  general  work  of  the  day-labor 
force ;  to  construct  the  Longwood  bridge,  which  is  depend- 
ent upon  action  by  the  town  of  Brookline,  also  to  meet  the 
expense  of  the  bridge  at  Forest  Hills,  which  will  carry  the 
railroad  over  the  parkway,  and  which  is  now  under  con- 
struction by  the  railroad  company ;  to  buUd  driveways  at 
the  Arboretum  and  West  Roxbury  Parkway ;  to  complete  the 
park  at  the  North  End,  and  to  erect  much-needed  buildings 
there  and  at  Castle  Island,  Franklin  Park,  Franklin  Field, 
Jamaica  Park,  the  Fens,  and  Charlestown  Playground. 

As  the  parks  assume  a  more  finished  aspect,  the  comfort 
of  the  public  using  them  should  receive  the  first  considera- 
tion ;  hence  the  necessity  for  the  erection  of  the  above-men- 
tioned buildings.  The  construction  of  the  boundary  roads 
of  the  parkways  is  required  for  the  proper  development  of 
the  adjoining  territory,  and  the  resulting  increase  of  taxable 
values  on  land  and  new  buildings  erected  will  inure  to  the 
benefit  of  the  public  treasury. 

The  contemplated  improvements  at  Marine  Park  and 
Castle  Island  and  some  of  the  work  at  Franklin  Park  can 
be  postponed  for  the  present,  if  that  course  is  considered 
expedient  for  financial  reasons.  The  rest  of  the  work  can  be 
done  with  moderate  annual  appropriations  of  such  amount 
as  is  required  to  maintain  the  present  working  force.  A 
smaller  force  would  be  less  economical,  while  the  progress 
made  with  it  would  be  too  slow  to  suit  the  public  demands. 
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Stbandway. 

The  plans  for  the  construction  of  that  part  of  the  Strand- 
way  between  Marine  Park  and  O  street,  where  will  be 
located  the  yacht-clubs  and  boat-houses»  have  been  prepared 
and  accepted  by  the  Board,  and  contracts  will  soon  be 
advertised  for  this  section  of  the  work.  The  intention  of 
these  plans  is  to  concentrate  the  yachting  and  boating  in- 
terests at  the  point  nearest  the  anchorage,  leaving  the 
rest  of  the  Strandway  comparatively  free  from  anything 
of  the  kind.  The  result  of  driving  out  the  private  yards, 
where  boat  building  and  repairing  is  now  carried  on,  will  no 
doubt  be  inconvenient  at  first  to  the  yachting  interests,  bat 
it  is  expected  that  yards  in  other  locations  not  &r  removed 
from  the  yachting  centre  will  soon  take  their  places.  The 
removal  of  the  business  from  this  location  will  be  a  great 
advantage  to  real  estate  in  this  section  of  South  Boston, 
in  addition  to  the  improvement  which  will  be  brought 
about  by  the  construction  of  the  Strandway,  and  the 
added  value  to  the  adjoining  lands  for  dwelling-house  pur- 
poses. The  increase  of  the  present  appropriation  to  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  recommended  by  the  Mayor  in 
his  inaugural  address,  will  enable  the  grading  to  be  done  as 
far  as  H  street,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  City  Council 
will  second  the  Mayor's  proposition. 

The  building  of  the  Strandway  from  H  street  to  the  Old 
Colony  railroad  will  shut  in  a  considerable  area  of  marsh 
and  flats,  at  the  head  of  the  bay,  from  the  flow  of  the  tide, 
except  through  such  sluices  as  may  be  provided  for  the 
purpose.  The  territory  is  held  by  a  number  of  owners,  any 
of  whom  would  find  it  exceedingly  difficult,  if  not  impos- 
sible, to  fill  his  land  independently  of  the  others.  The  im- 
possibility of  securing  concurrent  action  in  this  respect,  and 
the  chance  that  the  enclosed  area  would  become  unsanitary 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


58 

if  left  to  individual  efforts  of  improvement,  are  such  that  the 
problem  would  seem  to  justify  an  appeal  to  the  General 
Court  for  the  power  to  treat  the  matter  in  a  comprehensive 
way,  similar  to  that  taken  in  the  case  of  the  Miller's  river 
flats,  which  were  filled  by  the  city  under  a  special  act  which 
authorized  the  assessment  of  the  cost  upon  the  estates  bene- 
fited. The  filling  could  be  done  at  the  minimum  expense  by 
hydraulic  dredges,  and,  with  the  construction  of  streets 
under  the  highway  act,  the  whole  area  would  be  reclaimed 
and  prepared  for  a  market  which  its  sightly  location  would 
command.  The  Board  recommends  that  the  next  Legislature 
be  petitioned  for  authority  to  carry  out  the  plan. 

Arnold  Arboretum  and  Bussey  Park. 
Mention  was  made  in  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Board, 
of  the  proposed  extension  of  the  Arnold  Arboretum  to  take 
in  the  Bussey  property  on  Peters  Hill.  This  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Arboretum  was  made  under  authority  of  a 
special  act  of  the  Legislature,  which  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix,  together  wijh  a  copy  of  the  indenture  made  with 
the  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College.  The  agree- 
ment follows  in  general  terms  the  original  indenture  of 
1882,  and  provides  for  the  additional  name  of  Bussey  Park 
to  that  of  Arnold  Arboretum.  Grading  plans  for  the  drive 
on  the  north  side  of  the  hill  from  South  to  Walter  streets 
have  been  prepared,  and  as  the  agreement  calls  for  the  con- 
struction of  this  driveway  within  two  years,  nothing  should 
be  permitted  to  delay  the  work.  The  Board  is  about  to 
install  a  stone-crushing  plant  in  the  quarry  reservation  on 
Bussey  street  to  obtain  material  for  use  on  the  roads  to  be 
constructed  in  the  extension  of  the  Arboretum  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  park  system. 
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Neponset  Valley. 

House  Bill  No.  143,  accompanying  a  petition  of  Charles 
F.  Adams,  2d,  and  others,  looks  to  the  authorization  of  the' 
Metropolitan  Park  Commission  to  appropriate  lands  and 
construct  roadways  or  boulevards  from  Squantum  Head,  in 
Quincy,  to  Boston,  and  to  the  Blue  Hills  Reservation.  The 
plan  outlined  in  the  proposed  act  is  to  secure  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  natural  features  of  the  shore  from  Squantum 
Head  to  Merrymount  Park,  in  Quincy,  by  the  construction  of 
a  parkway  along  the  shore,  connecting  with  the  Blue  Hills 
Reservation,  and  by  a  branch  with  the  Neponset  river  near 
the  Hancock-street  bridge.  This  Board  was  asked  to  pub- 
licly favor  the  plan  as  a  reasonable  scheme  for  the  develop- 
ment of  the  southern  part  of  the  Metropolitan  District,  and 
as  a  benefit  to  the  city  of  Boston.  While  not  opposed  to 
the  plan,  the  Board  declined  to  take  any  active  interest  in  the 
matter,  believing  that  any  scheme  for  parkways  in  this  part 
of  the  Metropolitan  District  should  be  sufficiently  comprehen- 
sive to  include  the  borders  of  the  Neponset  river  to  Hyde  Park, 
particularly  as  the  land  along  the  river  at  Mattapan  is  being 
developed  for  building  purposes,  and  the  beauties  of  the 
river  banks,  shown  in  the  accompanying  photograph,  will  be 
quickly  destroyed  unless  secured  for  park  purposes. 

Dorchester  Park. 

The  landscape  architects  have  submitted  a  preliminary 
plan  for  the  improvement  of  Dorchester  Park,  which  has  not 
been  adopted  for  the  reason  that  it  includes  property  now  in 
the  possession  of  the  Convalescents'  Home  of  the  City  Hos- 
pital, and  the  Street  Department  ledge  lot  on  Codnlan 
street.  The  Board  is  of  opinion,  however,  that  the  plan 
merits  consideration,  and  will  confer  with  the  Mayor  and  the 
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trustees  of  the  hospital    with  a  view  to   reconciling   the 
various  interests  affected. 

Restrictions  on  Park  Frontaoes. 

The  conditions  which  the  Board  has  seen  fit  to  impose 
upon  abutters  who  desire  to  open  frontages  from  their  lands 
to  the  roadways,  which  have  been  constructed  on  the  borders 
of  certain  of  the  parks  and  parkways,  are  as  foUows :  Firsts 
that  the  use  of  the  premises  shall  be  limited  to  dwellings 
and  their  accessories,  no  livery  or  public  stable,  or  mechani- 
cal or  mercantile  business  to  be  permitted ;  second^  that 
dwellings  shall  not  exceed  seventy  feet  in  height  or  be  dis- 
figured on  top  with  clothes  yards  in  view  from  the  drive- 
ways ;  third  J  that  the  cost  of  buildings  shall  be  such  as  to 
exclude  undesirable  tenements ;  fourth^  that  the  front  walls 
of  buildings  shall  not  be  placed  nearer  the  park  line  than 
twenty  or  twenty-five  feet,  according  to  the  location,  and 
that  within  the  space  thus  reserved  only  the  usual  projec- 
tions appurtenant  to  the  front  walls  of  buildings,  such  as 
steps,  porticoes,  piazzas,  bays,  and  oriel  windows,  shall  be 
permitted. 

These  restrictions  are  no  more  onerous  than  owners  of 
large  tracts  in  dwelling-house  districts  usually  impose,  of 
their  own  ft^e  will,  upon  purchasers  of  their  property,  except 
in  the  limit  of  the  height  of  buildings.  The  desirability  of 
this  restriction  has  lately  been  exemplified  in  the  apartment 
building  now  being  completed  on  Commonwealth  avenue  at 
Berkeley  street.  It  is  fair  to  assert  that  had  such  a  contin- 
gency been  foreseen,  the  Commonwealth  would  have  placed 
a  similar  restriction  upon  its  lands,  and  it  can  readily  be  be- 
lieved that  other  owners  of  houses  on  Commonwealth  avenue 
would  have  welcomed  such  a  restriction  as  would  have  saved 
the«avenue  from  so  great  a  disfigurement  as  the  erection  of 
the  apartment-house  referred  to. 
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A  large  part  of  the  entire  frontage  from  the  Fens  to 
Franklin  Park  has  been  brought  under  these  restrictions  by 
agreement  with  the  owners  of  the  lands.  There  are  two  or 
three  isolated  cases  of  lots  having  little  depth,  and  fronting 
on  other  streets,  where  the  imposition  of  the  restrictions  would 
prove  a  hardship,  and  the  owners  are  therefore  disinclined  to 
join  in  the  agreement.  To  meet  such  cases,  the  Board,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Mayor,  has  petitioned  the  Legislature  for 
an  amendment  of  the  act  authorizing  the  establishment  of  a 
building  line  on  public  ways,  so  as  to  make  its  provisions 
applicable  to  parks,  parkways,  and  boulevards,  and  to 
include  a  provision  with  refierence  to  the  height  of  buildings 
to  conform  to  the  usual  park  restrictions. 

Some  slight  variations  in  the  restrictions  above  men- 
tioned, which  have  been  placed  upon  lands  fronting 
on  the  parkways,  having  occurred,  such  as  a  height  of 
sixty  feet  for  buildings,  as  at  first  required,  instead  of 
seventy  feet,  as  now  fixed,  it  would  seem  desirable  in  the 
matter  of  uniformity  of  restrictions  to  adjust  these  differences 
by  mutual  agreement.  Such  an  instrument  would  require 
the  approval  of  the  Mayor  and  the  authority  of  the  City 
Council  to  make  it  binding  on  the  city.  An  order  prepared 
by  the  Law  Department  will  be  submitted  later  for  such 
action. 

The  placing  of  bill-boards  on  lands  bordering  the  parks 
and  parkways  has  become  such  a  nuisance  as  to  call  for 
some  means  for  regulating  the  business.  The  report  of  the 
landscape  architect  deals  with  this  subject,  and  the  Board 
recommends  that  legislation  be  applied  for  on  lines  therein 


Park  Police. 
By  an  act  of  last  year  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  the   park  police   were  made  regular  police  officers 
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of  the  city,  and  were  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Police 
Board.  This  action  was  taken  against  the  judgment  of  this 
Board,  and  it  may  be  assumed  that  the  result  of  the  action, 
so  &T  as  it  has  been  tried,  is  not  satisfactory.  The  park 
police  was  composed  chiefly  of  veterans  of  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion,  who  would  not  be  considered,  physically,  up  to  the 
standard  required  of  candidates  for  the  regular  force.  They 
were  not  alone  police  officers,  whose  duty  it  is  to  deal  with 
criminals,  but  they  were  more  properly  park  guards  or 
guides,  or  keepers,  similar  to  those  in  the  parks  of  most 
American  and  foreign  cities,  who  are  directly  under  the 
authority  of  the  Park  Boards ;  this  having  been  proved  to 
be  the  most  practical  method  of  caring  for  park  property. 
The  pay  of  these  men  was  somewhat  less  than  that  of 
the  regular  police,  and  they  were .  not  entitled  to  a  pen- 
sion on  retirement.  A  part  of  the  force  was  employed  only 
in  summer,  and  additional  men  were  employed  on  holidays 
and  Sundays,  thus  enabling  the  Board  to  double  the  force  at 
the  times  when  the  parks  were  most  lai^ely  occupied.  Un- 
der this  policy,  the  park  guards  were  a  more  efficient  and 
much  more  economical  body  than  the  men  now  detailed 
for  that  duty,  although  the  personnel  has  not  been  changed. 
This  Board  believes  that  the  action  transferrifig  the  force 
to  the  Police  Board  was  not  well  considered,  and  the  result 
of  the  new  system  will  in  the  end  be  detrimental  to  the 
interests  of  the  parks ;  but  as  the  change  has  come  about 
by  the  direct  action  of  the  Legislature,  against  an  adverse 
committee  report,  there  seems  to  be  no  remedy  unless  by  a 
reversal  of  this  action  by  the  General  Court.  Meanwhile, 
the  police  force  now  employed  for  service  in  the  public 
parks  should,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  be  supplemented 
by  special  men  in  the  employ  of  the  Department,  who  could 
act  under  its  direction  and  carry  out  its  orders  and  regu- 
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lations  regarding  the  use  of  specified  portions  of  the  parks, 
such  as  the  playgrounds  and  picnic  groves,  the  regulation 
of  traffic,  the  opening  and  closing  of  the  park  gates  at  cer- 
tain hours,  and  similar  duties.  A  bill  to  accomplish  these 
purposes  by  authorizing  the  employment  of  such  special  men 
as  may  be  deemed  necessary,  in  the  manner  in  which  corpora- 
tions now  employ  special  police  within  their  precincts,  will 
be  submitted  to  the  Legislature  with  the  approval  of  the 
Mayor. 

Public  Pabks  and  Seal  Estate. 

With  regard  to  the  influence  of  public  parks  on  the  neigh- 
boring real  estate,  no  recent  figures  have  been  made.  In 
1890  the  Board  published  a  statement  of  the  increase  in  value 
of  the  Back  Bay  lands  since  the  establishment  of  the  park. 
By  this  table  it  will  be  found  that  the  land  alone  was  trebled 
in  value  in  thirteen  years,  while  the  valuation  of  land  in  the 
rest  of  the  city  during  the  same  period  increased  only  eigh- 
teen per  cent. 

The  increased  taxes  on  this  land,  without  including  the 
buildings  erected,  aggregated  over  two  million  dollars  —  a 
sum  more  than  sufficient  to  pay  the  entire  cost  of  the  improve- 
ment at  that  time.  The  increased  taxes  on  new  buildings 
erected  on  these  lands  yielded  one  and  one-half  millions 
more  of  revenue. 

While  the  increase  in  the  value  of  the  lands  adjoining 
other  parks  of  the  city  has  not  shown  a  like  phenomenal 
growth,  present  indications  point  to  a  largely  increased 
revenue  from  this  cause  in  the  future,  which  may  justify  the 
opinion  expressed  in  the  earliest  report  of  the  Board  that  the 
establishment  of  public  parks  will  have  the  tendency  to 
lessen  the  rate  of  taxation  instead  of  increasing  it. 

The  cost  of  the  land  taken  for  the  Back  Bay  Fens  aver- 
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aged  about  twelve  cents  per  foot ;  the  cost  of  improving  die 
site  brings  tlie  present  cost  of  the  land  up  to  fifty-two  cents 
per  square  foot,  while  the  adjoining  land  is  selling  at  three 
dollars  to  five  dollars  per  foot,  although  the  growth  of  the 
city  has  not  as  yet  brought  very  much  of  it  into  the  market. 

The  cost  of  Franklin  Park  land  averaged  about  seven  cents 
per  foot,  and  the  cost  of  improvement  about  an  equal  amount, 
or  a  total  of  fifteen  cents  per  foot,  which  is  a  moderate  valua- 
tion for  this  magnificent  property,  where  land  adjoining  will 
bring  from  fifty  cents  to  a  dollar  per  foot. 

The  same  result  is  shown  in  the  case  of  the  whole  park 
system,  the  average  cost  of  which  to-day  is  only  six  cents  per 
foot  for  the  land  and  about  eight  cents  per  foot  for  improve- 
ments. 

The  total  cost  of  the  entire  park  system,  after  all  contem- 
plated improvements  are  made,  as  now  estimated,  will  not 
exceed  twenty  cents  per  foot.  It  is  fortunate  that  a  system 
so  complete  and  admirable  in  every  respect  could  have  been 
secured  and  built  at  such  a  moderate  cost. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Edward  C.  Hodoes, 
Francis  A.  Walker, 
Laban  Pratt, 

Commiasioners. 

Jahuabt  81,  189& 
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LANDSCAPE  ARCHITECT'S  REPORT. 


Bbookline,  Mass.,  January  27, 1896. 
Edward  C.  Hodgbs,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Park  Commission^ 
Boston,  Mass, : 

Sib:  The  following  notes  of  our  doings  in  connection  with 
the  work  of  the  Boston  Park  Commission  during  the  year  1895 
are  respectfully  submitted : 

Comparatively  slow  progress  has  been  made  during  the  past 
year  in  the  execution  of  the  adopted  designs  for  the  several 
unfinished  parks  and  parkways.  Charlesbank  and  Charlestown 
Heights^  the  Fens,  the  Riverway,  and  the  Arboretum  (except  the 
newly  added  area)  may  be  fairly  called  completed,  but  the  designs 
for  Leverett,  Jamaica,  Wood  Island,  Marine,  and  Franklin  Parks 
have  thus  far  been  only  partially  executed.  The  design  for  a 
pleasure  ground  at  the  North  End,  adopted  and  published  last 
year,  has  been  put  into  the  form  of  working  drawings,  and  con- 
struction has  begun  under  direction  of  the  engineer  in  charge. 
The  comparatively  small  areas  preempted  by  the  Commission  for 
pleasure  grounds  for  Dorchester  and  Brighton  are  yet  to  be 
desired,  as  is  the  Peters'  Hill  addition  to  the  Arboretum  and 
the  newly  acquired  parkway  extending  from  the  Arboretum  to 
Bellevue  Hill  and  Stony  Brook  Reservation.  Plans  for  the  Dor- 
chester recreation  ground,  for  the  addition  to  the  Arboretum,  and 
the  West  Roxbury  Parkway  will  be  prepared  during  the  coming 
year.  The  Brighton,  or  Barry's  Comer,  Playground  cannot  well 
be  planned  until  the  treatment  of  the  Charles  River  Reserva- 
tion, upon  which  this  ground  abuts,  is  more  clearly  determined  by 
the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission. 

In  spite  of  the  decreased  activity  of  the  Department  of  Con- 
struction, numerous  minor  adjustments  have  been  required  in  the 
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plans  for  special  works  or  localities.  For  example,  the  plans  for 
walls  and  approaches  in  the  immediate  yicinitj  of  the  Refectory 
in  Franklin  Park  have  been  revised,  and  detailed  working  draw- 
ings prepared.  The  plan  for  that  portion  of  the  Strandway 
which  is  to  be  occupied  by  yacht  clnbs  has  been  improved.  The 
plans  for  the  stone  viadnct  by  which  the  Providence  railroad  is 
to  cross  the  Parkway  at  Forest  Hills  have  been  made  to  include 
an  archway  for  the  side  road  on  the  north,  as  was  originally 
intended. 

Reports  have  been  filed  advising  against  the  undertaking  of 
several  works  suggested  by  persons  interested  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  parks ;  for  example,  against  roofing  the  temporary 
bridge  to  Castle  island  ;  against  the  inmiediate  building  of  the 
proposed  public  wharf  at  the  southern  end  of  Q  street ;  against 
constructing  an  observation  tower  in  the  Arboretum ;  and  against 
the  establishment  of  a  swimming-school  at  Jamaica  pond  until 
Jamaica  Park  shall  be  nearer  completion. 

During  the  winter  of  1895,  steps  were  taken  by  the  Commission 
to  establish  a  service  of  pleasure  boats  at  Marine  Park,  Charles- 
bank,  Leverett  and  Jamaica  Parks.  As  boats  are  often  very  dis- 
figuring to  the  scenery  of  ponds,  we  were  concerned  to  secure  the 
use  of  none  but  the  neatest  and  best-looking  craft  The  excel- 
lent boats  eventually  supplied  by  the  contractor,  Mr.  Sheldon, 
accorded  with  the  prescriptions  of  his  contract,  and  it  was  unfor- 
tunate that  the  Commission  was  able  to  provide  the  boating 
public  with  only  the  cheapest  and  most  temporary  accommoda- 
tions at  the  landings. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  questions  which  have  arisen 
during  the  year  have  been  connected  with  the  parkways  and  the 
boundary  roads  of  the  parks.  Commonwealth  avenue,  between  the 
Public  Garden  and  Massachusetts  avenue,  presents  an  opportunity 
for  the  eventual  development  of  a  dignified  and  noble  rectilinear 
parkway.  As  at  present  constructed,  the  details  of  the  avenue 
are  only  crude  and  cheap  makeshifts ;  and  such  they  had  better 
remain  until  the  time  comes  when  the  city  and  the  adjoining 
land-owners  shall  be  able  to  invest  half  a  million  dollars  in  pro- 
viding the  uniform  sidewalks,  the  evenly  spaced  trees,  the  archi- 
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tectaral  curbs,  posts,  ramps,  seats,  flagstaffs,  and  candelabra^ 
which,  with  well-placed  monuments,  will  cause  the  avenue  to 
fulfil  its  highest  possibilities,  and  bring  to  the  city  and  the  State 
fitting  returns  for  the  expenditures  of  each.  Meanwhile,  it  is 
much  to  be  regretted  that,  while  suitable  restrictions  have  been 
imposed  upon  abutting  land-owners  with  respect  to  a  uniform 
"building  line,"  no  corresponding  restriction  is  in  for(5e  respect- 
ing the  height  to  which  structures  may  be  carried.  The  effect  of 
the  architectural  perspective  will,  of  course,  be  ruined  if  the 
retreating  sky  lines  are  permitted  to  become  excessively  irreg- 
ular. The  uniform  building  line  agreed  to  by  all  owners  is 
undoubtedly  a  benefit  to  all;  for  a  building  pushed  forward 
beyond  the  line  would  damage  adjacent  property^  as  well  as  the 
general  appearance  of  the  avenue.  A  building  carried  upwards 
beyond  the  usual  elevation  is  similarly  damaging  in  the  financial 
as  well  as  the  sesthetic  sense.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  opportu- 
nity for  the  making  of  a  really  splendid  Commonwealth  avenue 
may  be  saved  for  the  next  generation  by  the  immediate  limitation 
of  the  height  of  adjacent  buildings  to  something  much  below  the 
present  statute  limit  of  125  feet. 

Along  the  curvilinear  lines  of  the  roads  bordering  the  Fens, 
and  Leverett  and  Jamaica  Parks,  few  new  houses  have  yet  been 
built,  but  many  will  appear  before  long.  The  broad  sidewalks 
adjacent  to  these  building  lands  are  constructed  with  a  contin- 
uous strip  of  turf  6  feet  wide  adjacent  to  the  curb  or  gutter,  and 
in  these  strips  shade  trees  are  planted  at  regular  intervals.  So 
long  as  the  adjacent  private  lands  remain  unoccupied,  these 
planting  strips  serve  simply  as  a  neat  finish  for  the  edge  of  the 
driveway,  while  the  walk  itself  is  surfaced  with  gravel  only. 
Where  detached  houses  already  exist,  or  when  such  are  con< 
structed,  the  sidewalks  may  advisably  be  finished  with  macadam, 
and  the  paved  surface  carried  through  the  planting  strip  to  the 
edge  of  the  roadway  midway  between  trees,  but  not  otherwise. 
Where  blocks  of  houses  already  exist,  or  when  such  are  con- 
structed, curbs  should  be  set  and  the  whole  width  of  the  side- 
walk paved,  preferably  with  brick  (on  account  of  the  air  and 
moisture  which  will  thus  be  accessible  to  the  tree  roots)  ;  but  it 
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would  be  well  for  the  Park  Commission  to  provide  suitable  iron 
gratings  to  be  inserted  in  the  brick  pavement  about  each  tree. 
When  private  carriageways  are  permitted  to  cross  these  side- 
walks, they  should  not  be  depressed  and  curbed  like  street  road- 
ways, but  should  rise  from  the  gutter  nearly  to  the  sidewalk  level 
as  quickly  as  possible.  Every  effort  should  be  made  to  preserve 
uniformity  in  the  paving  of  the  sidewalk,  and  regularity  in  the 
spacing  of  the  sidewalk  trees. 

From  the  Fens  to  Jamaica  Park,  these  side  roads  of  the  parks 
and  parkways  are  already  built  to  their  full  widths,  save  for 
the  sidewalks.  The  boundary  roads  are  also  finished  in  ac- 
CQrdance  with  the  plans  along  the  eastern  and  southern  borders 
of  Jamaica  Park  and  part  of  the  eastern  border  of  the  Arboretum. 
That  part  of  Seaver  street  which  forms  the  northern  side  of 
Franklin  Park  has  been  completely  finished.  The  side  roads 
remain  to  be  built  along  the  Arborway,  while  the  boundary  roads 
on  the  northern  and  western  borders  of  Jamaica  Park  and  the 
southern  and  western  borders  of  Franklin  Park  have  not  yet  been 
even  planned  in  detail 

Blue  HiU  avenue,  forming  the  eastern  boundary  of  Franklin 
Park,  is  now  in  process  of  widening,  in  accordance  with  plans 
drawn  up  by  the  Street  Commissioners  after  several  consultations. 
The  plan  adopted  pushes  the  west  side  line,  of  the  avenue  45 
feet  into  the  park.  When  finished,  the  new  avenue  will  have 
here  a  total  width  of  110  feet,  subdivided  as  follows,  counting 
from  the  eastern  side :  sidewalk,  10  feet ;  planting  strip,  5  feet ; 
roadway,  48  feet ;  electric-car  reservation,  32  feet ;  and  path,  15 
feet.  The  nearest  point  on  the  important  circuit  road  of  the 
park  will  be  only  160  feet  distant  from  the  widened  avenue,  but 
the  Street  Commissioners  have  agreed  to  construct  an  intervening 
ridge  with  material  excavated  elsewhere  in  the  course  of  their 
works,  while  plantations  of  trees  will  complete  a  suitable  dividing 
screen. 

Plans  for  the  advisable  rectification  and  widening  of  Canter- 
bury street  and  Morton  street,  forming  the  southern  and  western 
boundaries  of  Franklin  Park,  are  now  under  discussion.  Canter- 
bury street  may  very  naturally  become  the  route  of  an  electric- 
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car  line,  in  which  case  a  separate  track  reservation  should  be 
provided  on  the  park  side  of  the  roadway.  In  consequence  of  the 
extension  of  Forest  Hills  Cemetery,  Morton  street,  where  it 
borders  the  park,  has  ceased  to  be  a  street  in  the  ordinary  sense, 
and  has  become  a  traffic  road,  traversing  public  lands,  and  leading 
south-east  from  Porest  Hills,  just  as  Glen  road  leads  in  the  same 
direction  from  Jamaica  Plain.  Such  roads,  having  no  buildings 
along  them,  and  so  being  free  from  all  danger  of  obstruction  by 
standing  vehicles,  need  never  be  so  broad  as  ordinary  streets.  If 
Morton  street  should  be  reconstructed  with  10  feet  of  single  side- 
walk, 5  feet  for  tree  planting,  and  35  feet  for  roadway,  it  would 
doubtless  prove  amply  wide. 

Along  the  western  borders  of  the  Arboretum,  the  old  highways 
known  as  Centre  street  and  Walter  street  ought  to  be  similarly 
widened  before  the  number  of  abutting  buildings  increases. 
When  the  northern  part  of  West  Roxbury  shall  become  a  little 
more  densely  inhabited.  Centre  street  will  almost  necessarily 
become  the  route  of  an  electric-car  line,  and  the  street  ought  to 
be  laid  out  accordingly  before  the  operation  becomes  costly. 

Upon  private  lands  adjacent  to  several  of  the  boundary  roads 
and  parkways,  huge  advertising  boards  or  "hoardings"  have 
been  set  up  during  the  past  year,  to  the  disgust  of  all  sensible 
persons.  Throughout  the  State,  similar  advertising  has  greatly 
increased  of  late,  "hoardings"  being  placed  on  private  lands 
within  view  of  all  the  principal  railroads  and  highways.  It 
seems  that  the  Public  Statutes  permit  the  painting  or  posting  of 
advertisements  on  natural  or  artificial  objects,  wherever  the  con- 
sent of  the  owner  can  be  obtained  by  the  advertiser.  Moreover, 
the  penalty  attached  to  such  painting  or  posting  without  consent 
is  very  small,  while  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  catching  offend- 
ing persons  are  great.  It  is  obvious  that  the  conditions  are 
favorable  for  a  rapid  increase  of  the  advertising  plague  through- 
out the  country,  until  the  vacant  lands  adjacent  to  every  much- 
frequented  spot  shall  all  be  adorned  by  reminders  of  soaps,  pills, 
and  tonics. 

That  such  advertising  is  in  many  places  damaging  to  public 
interests,  and  even  to  private  property,  cannot  be  doubted.     It 
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should  be  allowed  only  as  the  keeping  of  dogs,  the  building  of 
stables,  the  opening  of  drinking-saloons,  and  the  giving  of  public 
entertainments  are  allowed  in  civilized  communities;  namely, 
upon  permit  granted  by  police  commissioners  or  selectmen* 
Public  opinion  undoubtedly  condemns  such  advertising  along  the 
Boston  parkways,  and  it  is  lamentable  that  the  statutes  are  so 
far  behind  the  times  as  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  public 
will  in  this  matter. 

The  Boston  parks,  after  nearly  twenty  years  of  effort,  have 
only  lately  reached  that  stage  of  development  which  enables  the 
general  public  to  begin  to  understand  what  parks  really  are  and 
what  the  designing  of  them  means.  Crowded  populations  need 
space  for  exercise,  for  air,  and  for  obtaining  the  refreshing  sense 
of  openness,  and  the  sight  of  sky,  distance,  and  landscape,  of 
which  they  are  so  completely  deprived  in  the  streets.  The 
Adirondacks,  the  White  Mountains,  and  the  Maine  woods  supply 
for  many  persons  who  can  afford  to  travel  to  them  the  needed 
antidote  to  city  life.  The  nearer,  more  thoroughly  humanized 
and  yet  unsophisticated  landscape  of  rural  townships  affords 
annual  refreshment  to  thousands  of  others.  For  the  recreation 
of  those  who  must  remain  in  town,  why  is  it  not  possible  to  pur- 
chase an  attractive  and  acceptable  rural  area,  comprising  woods, 
fields,  streams,  and  ponds,  and  preserve  it  forever  in  that  charm- 
ing condition  which  is  the  product  of  the  natural  partnership  of 
man  and  nature  ?  No  gravel  paths  are  half  so  charming  as  the 
turfed  wood-roads  of  New  England  farms,  no  shrubbery  so  pleasing 
as  those  which  nature  rears  along  the  farmer's  walls,  no  pools  so 
lovely  as  those  which,  fringed  with  natural  growths,  fill  and  drain 
away  according  to  the  season  and  the  supply  of  the  rain. 

Possibly  it  is  a  pity  that  such  preservation  of  rural  conditions 
in  public  parks  is  impossible,  but  that  it  is  impossible  is  certain. 
The  woodland  and  the  farming  land,  the  embowered  pond,  the 
river  banks,  which  possessed  such  fresh  beauty  and  such  virgin 
charm  so  long  as  they  were  frequented  merely  by  the  farmer  and 
his  boys,  occasional  sportsmen,  or  -the  owners  of  the  country 
seat,  will  inevitably  be  despoiled  of  much  of  their  attractiveness 
when  they  are  invaded  by  thousands  of  persons  every  week  or 
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afternoon.  The  undergrowth  of  the  woods  is  soon  broken  and 
trampled,  the  beautiful  fringe  of  the  little  pool  is  reduced  to 
mire,  the  old  trail  along  the  river  bank  is  soon  worn  so  wide  and 
deep  that  the  roots  are  exposed  and  the  trees  slowly  killed. 
But,  because  it  is  thus  impossible  to  preserve  the  charms  belongs 
ing  to  the  quiet  country-side,  is  it  necessary  to  abandon  the 
attempt  to  secure  for  city  people  some  measure,  at  least,  of  that 
refreshment  which  they  so  sorely  need?  The  Boston  parks, 
incomplete  as  they  still  are,  already  answer  this  question  in  the 
negative.  Formed  slowly,  in  accordance  with  well-studied  plans, 
it  is  now  evident  that  Charlesbank  and  Charlestown  Heights, 
the  Fens  and  the  Parkway,  Leverett,  Jamaica,  and  Franklin 
Parks  supply,  each  in  its  own  way,  kinds  and  means  of  recrea- 
tion both  helpful  and  valuable.  Fresh  air  and  exercise  in  pleasant 
surroundings  are  obtained  at  the  two  first-named  places.  The 
Fens  and  Parkway  will  furnish  miles  of  agreeable  roads  which, 
with  all  the  adjacent  houses  of  the  future,  will  command  views 
of  stream-side  scenery  very  unusual  in  the  midst  of  a  city. 
Lastly,  in  Franklin  Park  there  is  found  a  leafy  screen  which 
hides  the  town,  a  breadth  of  view,  an  openness,  a  peculiar 
kind  of  scenery,  which,  in  spite  of  necessarily  broad  roads  and 
gravel  .walks,  is  very  refreshing,  interesting,  and  beautiful  in  a 
high  degree.  Such  park  scenery  bears  little  resemblance  to 
either  the  ideal  landscape  of  painters  or  the  so-called  natural 
landscape  of  farms,  orchards,  and  wood-lots.  No  designer  of 
parks  has  ever  pretended  to  imitate  either  of  these  kinds  of 
landscape,  and-  no  sensible  person  will  criticise  a  park  for  the 
absence  or  presence  of  either.  It  is  the  calling  and  duty  of  the 
conscientious  landscape  architect  to  devise  ways  of  arranging 
land  and  its  accoilnpanying  landscape  so  that  whatever  the  par- 
ticular purpose  in  view  may  be,  the  result  shall  be  as  thoroughly 
convenient  and  at  the  same  time  as  thoroughly  beautiful  as 
possible.  This  is  the  problem  which  presents  itself  in  countless 
forms  —  in  the  smallest  suburban  lot  and  the  finest  country-seat, 
the  new  seaside  pleasure  resort  and  the  new  factory  town,  the 
public  school-boys'  playground  and  the  ornate  city  square.  The 
country  park  of  a  great  city  presents  this  universal  problem  in 
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one  of  its  most  difficult  phases.  Such  a  park  is  a  tract  of  land 
dedicated  to  a  particular  purpose,  namely,  the  refreshment  of 
the  bodies  and  souls  of  great  numbers  of  people.  In  arranging 
land  and  landscape  with  this  purpose  in  view,  it  is  undoubtedly 
desirable  to  follow  as  far  as  possible  the  dictates  of  poetic  and 
artistic  feeling  for  breadth  of  composition  and  picturesqueness 
of  detail  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  a  law  of  nature  which  must 
not  be  forgotten,  that  satisfying  beauty  springs  from  fitness  or 
adaptation  to  purpose  much  more  surely  and  directly  than  from 
added  ornament  or  the  most  careful  imitation.  At  all  events,  it 
is  in  this  faith  that  the  undersigned  have  worked  for  years  upon 
the  plans  and  designs  of  the  Boston  parks,  with  what  measure  of 
success  only  time  can  determine. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Olmsted,  Olmsted  &  Eliot. 


CITY  ENGINEER'S   REPORT. 

January  31, 1896. 
Mb.  Edward  Oi  Hodges,  Chairman  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners: 
Sir  :  I  herewith  submit  the  following  report  of  the  work  done, 
and  of  the  matters  of  interest  in  connection  with  the  work  placed 
under  my  direction,  by  your  Board,  the  work  being  continued 
under  the  immediate  charge  of  Assistant  Engineer  E.  W.  Howe : 

Commonwealth  Avenue. 

The  construction  of  the  driveways  from  Arlington  street  to 
Beacon  street  was  completed  so  late  in  the  season  of  1894  that 
it  was  necessary  to  do  considerable  work  in  the  spring  to  put 
them  in  proper  condition. 

A  drain  was  built  from  near  the  Ericson  statue  to  the  covered 
channel  of  Stony  brook  to  take  the  surface  water  from  that  por- 
tion of  the  avenue  between  Massachusetts  avenue  and  Charlesgate 
East,  and  the  old  catch-basins  which  were  formerly  drained  by  the 
leaching  of  the  water  through  the  ground  were  connected  with  this 
drain. 
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A  cross-walk  has  been  laid  across  the  avenue  at  Kenmore  street 

The  plantations,  where  they  abut  on  the  cross-streets,  have  been 
graded  so  as  to  turn  the  water  from  them  and  the  central  path 
into  the  gutters,  in  order  to  prevent  its  flowing  across  the  side- 
walks. 

In  the  summer  the  trees  were  badly  infested  with  the  Orgyia 
leucosHgma,  or  tussock  moth,  and  a  number  of  boys  were  employed 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  cocoons  and  eggs  of  the  first 
brood  of  the  moths.  The  caterpillar  hatched  from  the  eggs  laid 
the  previous  fall  completes  its  work  of  destruction  in  June,  and 
then  spins  its  cocoon  in  crevices  of  the  bark  of  trees  or  other 
sheltered  spots ;  the  moth  emerges  about  the  twenty-first  of  June, 
and  lays  its  q%^  upon  the  surface  of  the  cocoon ;  the  eggs  hatch 
in  a  few  weeks,  and  a  second  brood  of  caterpillars  attacks  the 
foliage  of  the  trees ;  these,  in  turn,  go  through  the  various  stages 
of  development  and  deposit  their  eggs  in  the  same  manner  as 
before ;  these  eggs  do  not  hatch  until  the  following  spring.  The 
eggs  can  be  readily  found  and  easily  destroyed  when  the  trees 
are  free  from  foliage.  The  work  which  was  done  in  July  and 
August  was  much  more  difficult  than  it  would  have  been  if  done 
in  the  winter,  but  it  was  very  satisfactory,  and  very  little  damage 
was  done  by  the  second  brood  of  caterpillars,  and  very  few  of 
the  eggs  can  now  be  found.  The  trees  will  be  thoroughly  exam- 
ined during  the  coming  month,  and  all  eggs  found  destroyed,  so 
that  there  will  probably  be  little'  damage  done  by  this  insect 
during  the  next  summer. 

The  Fens. 

The  bridge  over  the  Boston  and  Albany  railroad  on  Gharles- 
gate  West  having  settled  so  as  to  interfere  with  traffic  on  the 
railroad,  it  was  closed  to  travel  in  May ;  the  bridge  superstructure 
was  raised  17  to  20  inches,  and  the  abutments  and  adjoining  re- 
taining walls  were  built  up  to  the  new  grade,  the  sidewalks  and 
driveway  on  the  approaches  were  brought  up  to  grade  and  re- 
surfaced, and  the  curbstones  reset. 

A  portion  of  the  drive  and  walks  adjoining  Fen  bridge,  which 
had  settled  so  that  they  were  not  properly  drained,  were  raised 
and  resurfaced. 
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Stone  seats  and  a  onrbing  have  been  built  around  the  founda- 
tion of  the  John  Boyle  O'Reilly  statue  on  the  triangular  area  at 
the  junction  of  Boylston  entrance  with  the  Fenway.  The  f  oundar 
tion  for  the  monument  was  built  in  1894. 

RiVBBWAT. 

Drives,  Bides,  and  Walks,  —  The  only  work  under  this  head 
during  the  year  has  been  the  surfacing  of  that  portion  of  Audu- 
bon road  between  Brookline  avenue  and  the  Boston  and  Albany 
railroad.  This  has  been  completed^  with  the  exception  of  the 
boundary  walk  and  a  part  of  the  walk  near  the  administration 
building.  Granite  steps  have  been  built,  leading  from  the  walk 
to  the  entrance  to  the  building. 

WalL  —  Ninety-five  lineal  feet  of  retaining  wall  have  been 
built  between  Longwood  avenue  and  Park  street  on  the  line  of 
the  parkway,  connecting  two  sections  of  wall  previously  built 

Levebett  Pabk. 

Walks.  —  All  of  the  walks,  except  those  on  the  hill  north  of 
Ward's  pond,  have  been  finished. 

Walls  and  Fences,  —  The  walls  on  Perkins  street  were  pointed 
in  the  spring,  and  an  iron  fence  261  feet  in  length  was  built  on 
top  of  the  wall  on  the  easterly  side  of  Chestnut  street. 

MiscellaneoiLs,  —  A  temporary  boat-landing  was  built  on  Lever- 
ett  pond.  Repairs  have  been  made  to  the  pumping-station  build- 
ing and  machinery,  and  a  new  drain  built  from  the  pump  well 
A  sewer  has  been  built  by  the  Street  Department  from  Pond 
avenue  through  the  park  drive  to  Castleton  street,  and  a  branch 
is  now  being  built  from  Castleton  street  to  Perkins  street. 

The  grounds  prepared  for  planting  in  1894  have  been  planted 
or  seeded,  but  much  remains  to  be  done. 

Jamaica  Pabk. 

Boating  Service,  —  Three  temporary  boat-landings  have  been 

built ;  the  permanent  landing  near  Pond  street  was  floored  over 

with  plank  and  a  canvas-covered  shelter  built  upon  it.     A  wire 

was  laid  underground  from  Centre  street  to  the  boat-landing  for 
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the  purpose  of  supplying  electric  current  to  the  electric  launches, 
two  of  which  were  put  into  service  in  July.  A  large  number 
of  row-boats  and  canoes  were  also  put  into  service  at  the  same 
time. 

Refectory. —  The  Perkins  mansion,  while  in  process  of  recon- 
struction for  use  as  a  refectory,  was  burned  on  March  5th. 
Nearly  the  whole  of  the  interior  and  the  roof  were  destroyed, 
but  the  walls  were  not  materially  injured.  New  plans  were  at 
once  prepared  by  the  architects,  Messrs.  Wheelwright  and  Haven, 
and  the  work  is  now  nearing  completion.  A  sewer  is  being  built 
to  connect  the  building  with  the  sewer  in  Jamaicaway  at  Perkins 
street. 

Miscellaneaus,  —  A  short  flight  of  steps  has  been  built  on  the 
walk  leading  from  the  northerly  end  of  the  pond  to  Jamaicaway. 

Repairs  have  been  made  to  the  gate-house  and  to  the  conduit 
across  Perkins  street. 

Abborway. 

No  work  has  been  done  except  at  the  crossing  of  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  and  Hartford  railroad,  where  the  railroad  company 
have  begun  the  erection  of  the  bridge  which  is  to  carry  the  rail- 
road over  the  parkway  and  Morton  street. 

About  360  feet  of  water-pipe  on  the  line  of  pipe  leading  from 
Jamaica  pond  to  Franklin  Park  has  been  laid  at  the  above 
crossing. 

Abnold  Abbobetum. 

The  boundary  wall  on  Centre  and  Walter  streets  has  been 
finished,  and  the  walls  and  posts  for  a  gateway  at  the  Forest 
Hills  entrance  have  been  built. 

Plans  are  being  prepared  for  a  stone-erushing  plant  to  be 
located  on  the  reservation  in  the  extension  of  the  Arboretum, 
south  of  Bussey  street. 

West  Hoxbitby   Pabkwat. 

Considerable  work  was  done  on  the  topographical  survey  in 
the  early  part  of  the  year,  but  it  was  discontinued  on  account  of 
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the  press  of  other  work.    Work  on  the  survey  has,  however^ 
been  recently  resumed. 

The  exterior  lines  of  the  Parkway  have  all  been  marked  on  the 
ground  by  stone  bounds. 

Franklin  Pabk. 

Forest  Hills  Untrance,  —  The  bridge,  which  was  nearly  finished 
a  year  ago,  and  described  in  the  last  report,  has  been  entirely 
completed.  The  drains  have  all  been  built,  and  a  portion  of  the 
drive  surfaced.  The  ledge  at  the  junction  with  Circuit  drive  has 
been  removed. 

Beaver  Street.  —  The  walks  and  slopes  on  the  park  side  of  the 
street  have  been  finished,  and  trees  have  been  planted  on  the 
northerly  side  of  the  street.  The  road  from  opposite  Elm  Hill 
avenue  to  the  westerly  end  of  the  Greeting  has  been  completed. 

Refectory,  — This  building,  begun  in  1894,  is  not  yet  finished, 
but  it  is  expected  that  it  will  be  early  in  the  spring.  The  wall 
supporting  the  terrace  in  front  of  the  building  was  finished  early 
in  the  year.  The  drive  leading  to  the  refectory  from  the 
.  Greeting  is  nearly  sub-graded,  and  a  wall  is  being  built  on  the 
westerly  side  of  it. 

Water  Supply.  — Water-pipes  have  been  laid  from  Forest  Hills 
street  to  the  reservoir  on  Hagbome  hill.  There  yet  remain 
about  4,000  feet  of  pipe  to  be  laid  on  Arborway  to  complete  the 
line  from  Jamaica  pond  to  the  reservoir. 

The  reservoir  is  completed  and  ready  for  use.  It  is  entirely 
below  the  original  surface  of  the  ground,  and  was  excavated 
chiefly  in  rock,  the  bottom  resting  entirely  on  rock.  This  would 
have  made  the  cost  of  the  reservoir  excessively  high,  except  for 
the  fact  that  the  excavation  served  as  a  quarry,  from  which 
material  for  road  surfacing  was  obtained.  Inasmuch  as  the  level 
of  the  water  in  the  reservoir  could  not  well  be  kept  at  a  constant 
height,  and  its  appearance,  if  exposed,  would  be  unsightly,  it 
was  thought  best  to  have  it  covered. 

The  side  walls  are  perpendicular,  of  American  cement  concrete, 
with  a  thickness  nowhere  less  than  one  foot,  the  remaining  space 
between  the  concrete  and  the  ledge  being  filled  with  dry  rubble. 
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Brick  piers,  16  inches  square  and  10  feet  high,  and  10  feet 
apart,  were  built  for  supporting  the  roof.  On  these  piers  arched 
ribs  of  brick  masonry  were  built,  running  lengthwise  of  the 
reservoir,  the  rise  of  the  arches  being  1  foot,  the  span  8  feet 
8  inches,  the  width  16  inches,  and  the  thickness  at  the  crown 
8  inches;  the  spandrels  were  levelled  up  to  the  top  of  the 
arches.  The  ribs,  together  with  the  side  walls,  serve  as  supports 
for  the  cylindrical  arches,  of  which  there  are  seven,  running 
lengthwise  of  the  reservoir ;  these  latter  arches  are  of  Portland 
cement  concrete,  with  a  rise  of  one  foot  in  a  span  of  8  feet  8 
inches,  and  are  8  inches  in  thickness.  Manholes  were  built  in 
each  longitudinal  arch. 

The  bottom  of  the  reservoir  is  covered  with  a  layer  of  Ameri- 
can cement  concrete  6  inches  thick.  The  bottom  and  the  side 
walls  were  covered  with  a  layer  of  Portland  cement  mortar 
i  inch  thick,  and  then  the  whole  surface  of  the  side  walls, 
bottom,  and  piers  were  covered  with  two  coats  of  pure  cement 
wash. 

The  top  of  the  reservoir  is  covered  with  loam  with  a  least 
depth  of  2J  feet. 

The  10-inch  force  main,  which  also  serves  as  a  supply  main, 
branches  in  a  manhole  just  outside  the  reservoir  and  near  on6 
comer ;  each  branch  is  provided  with  a  gate  and  check  valve. 
The  branch  which  supplies  the  reservoir  enters  about  6  inches 
above  the  bottom,  and  is  carried  diagonally  across  the  reservoir 
nearly  to  the  farther  corner,  where  it  ends  in  a  globe-shaped 
casting  with  an  opening  on  top ;  the  pipe  is  supported  on  brick 
piers.  The  branch  which  serves  for  an  outflow  pipe  passes  under 
the  bottom  of  the  reservoir  a  short  distance,  and  terminates  with 
an  opening  at  the  level  of  the  bottom ;  it  is  embedded  in  concrete. 

At  the  northeasterly  comer  there  is  an  outlet  for  draining  the 
reservoir  and  an  overflow  pipe ;  this  outlet  is  connected  with  the 
drainage  system  of  the  park,  so  that  by  its  use  water  can  be  sup- 
plied to  the  ponds  in  the  park. 

The  reservoir  covers  an  area  of  9,723  square  feet,  and  has  a 
capacity  of  851,000  gallons,  which  is  estimated  to  be  a  week's 
supply,  in  the  driest  time,  for  water-carts  on  the  drive  between 
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the  reservoir  and  Jamaica  Park,  and  also  for  supplying  the 
loss  by  evaporation  from  the  ponds  in  Franklin  Park. 

Overlook  Building.  —  Changes  were  made  early  in  the  year  in 
the  basement  of  this  building  in  order  to  enlarge  the  women's 
lavatory  about  one-half. 

Ellicottdcde  and  Cottage.  —  The  cottage  was  opened  in  June, 
with  a  matron  in  charge,  and  was  kept  open  until  November  14 
There  were  a  great  many  visitors,  and  the  dressing  and  bath 
rooms  were  largely  used  by  tennis  players. 

Tennis  courts  were  laid  out  on  the  field,  the  department  fur- 
nishing the  poles  and  keeping  the  courts  marked.  The  players 
provided  their  own  nets,  balls,  and  rackets,  which  they  could 
check  and  leave  in  the  cottage  when  not  in  use.  The  use  of  this 
ground  is  destined  to  be  very  popular.  Its  existence  is  not 
generally  known,  but  it  was  no  unusual  sight  during  the  past 
summer  to  see  twenty  courts  occupied  at  one  time. 

Miscellaneous.  —  A  temporary  boat-landing  was  built  at  Scar- 
boro  pond,  and  a  boating-service  was  maintained  here  through  the 

season. 

A  donkey  service  was  established  for  Sundays,  and  was  very 
much  enjoyed  by  the  children. 

The  number  of  sheep  is  now  221,  there  having  been  82  sold  in 

the  fall. 

Franklin  Fibld. 

A  wooden  fence  767  feet  in  length  has  been  built  on  the  line 
between  the  park  property  and  the  cemetery  on  the  easterly 
side. 

The  only  other  work  done  during  the  year  has  been  the  caring 
for  the  grass.  The  turf  has  improved  in  condition  generally, 
although  there  has  been  some  settlement,  due  to  the  withdrawal 
of  the  water  from  the  soil  by  the  underdrains.  Cracks  also  ap- 
peared in  the  turf ;  these  and  the  low  places  have  been  filled. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  season  the  new  ground  was  used 
for  baseball  and  football  games. 

In  October  the  first  military  parade  occurred  on  this  ground. 
Battery  A  of  the  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia  occupied  a 
portion  of  the  field  on  the  occasion  of  its  fall  field-day. 
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The  water  was  turned  on  to  the  field  on  December  9,  and  the 
first  skating  was  on  December  14. 

DOBCHBSTEB  PaRK. 

No  work  has  been  done  here  during  the  year. 

DORGHESTEBWAY. 

No  work  of  construction  has  been  done  here  during  the  year 
by  the  Park  Department.  The  Street  Department  has  built  a 
sewer  on  the  southerly  side  of  the  parkway,  between  Pond  street 
and  Dorchester  avenue. 

An  arrangement  was  made  with  the  Street  Department  by 
which  that  department  kept  the  completed  drive  sprinkled  during 
the  season,  the  expense  being  charged  to  the  Park  Department. 

Strandwat. 

Considerable  work  has  been  done  in  making  surveys  and  plans 
for  the  construction  of  that  portion  of  this  parkway  east  of  0 
street,  but  owing  to  the  delay  in  determining  the  method  of 
construction  at  the  sites  to  be  occupied  by  the  yacht  clubs, 
nothing  further  has  been  done. 

Marine  Park. 

Filling.  —  The  work  to  be  done  under  the  contract  with  Wil- 
liam L.  Miller,  dated  July  27,  1894,  was  finished  on  November 
21.  The  total  amount  of  filling  done  under  this  contract  was 
217,581  cubic  yards,  at  47  cents  per  cubic  yard. 

Iron  Fier.  —  The  settlement  of  the  filling  has  broken  some  of 
the  columns  at  the  shore  end  of  the  pier,  so  that  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  put  new  foundations  under  them.  As  but  slight  injury 
has  been  done  to  the  superstructure,  and  the  movement  of  the 
columns  has  nearly  ceased,  it  will  be  well  to  delay  the  repairs 
until  the  movement  has  entirely  stopped. 

Frequent  measurements  are  being  taken,  and  the  structure  is 
being  carefully  watched  to  see  if  any  further  damage  occurs. 

Head  House.  —  The  building  itself  has  been  completed  and 
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tiuaed  over  to  the  Department.  Seyeral  minor  contracts  for 
laundry  machinery,  electrical  machinery,  and  lighting  fixtures 
are  yet  unfinished. 

Miseellaneaus.  —  After  the  new  building  is  occapied  there  will 
be  no  further  use  for  the  old  refectory  building,  and  it  should  be 
removed  and  the  grounds  in  its  vicinity  graded  and  planted. 

In  June  a  floating  theatre  was  allowed  to  be  located  alongside 
the  Castle  island  bridge.  It  was  maintained  by  a  private  com- 
pany, and^  having  proved  a  financial  failure,  was  removed  on  July 
18. 

Range  lights  have  been  erected  on  the  wooden  pier  by  the 
United  States  Lighthouse  Department,  and  an  underground  wire 
laid  to  them. 

A  channel  has  been  dredged  from  the  west  wharf  at 
Castle  island  to  deep  water,  for  the  benefit  of  the  boating- 
service. 

The  watering  of  the  driveway  was  done  throughout  the  season 
by  the  Street  Department,  at  the  expense  of  the  Park  Depart- 
ment. 

Public  Pabk,  North  End. 

Surveys  and  plans  have  been  made  for  the  construction  of  a 
portion  of  this  park.  A  contract  was  made  on  November  4  with 
Trumbull  and  Kyan  for  grading  and  building  walls  and  drains  on 
that  portion  of  the  park  north  of  Commercial  street  for  the  sum 
of  941,752.     This  work  is  now  in  progress. 

Wood  Island  Park. 

The  iron  fence  around  the  gymnasium  ground,  and  the  iron 
frames  for  supporting  the  gymnastic  apparatus,  were  completed 
late  in  the  summer.    The  cost  of  this  work  was  $2,923.25. 

The  gymnastic  apparatus  was  furnished  and  erected  by  the 
Narragansett  Machine  Company,  of  Providence,  It.I.,  at  a  cost  of 
91,401.78.    It  consists  of  the  following  pieces  : 
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10  Sets  of  chest  weights. 
10  Sets  of  breast  bars. 

4  Vault  bars. 

4  Horizontal    bars,   fixed 
rights. 

4  Sets  flying  rings. 
18  Travelling  rings. 

2  Single  trapezes. 

1  Triple  trapeze. 

2  Stand  swings. 
1  Wide  ladder. 

1  Inclined  ladder. 

2  Cross  ladders. 
6  Tilting  ladders. 

2  Single  upright  poles. 


up- 


2  Pairs  upright  poles,  fixed  18 

and  16  inches  apart. 
8  Climbing  poles,  swinging. 
8  Climbing  ropes. 

3  Sets  long  inclined  bars. 
2  Sets  high  parallel  bars. 

1  Circular  parallel 

2  Giant  strides. 
24  Iron  quoits. 

3  16-lb.  iron  shots. 
2  56-lb.  weights. 

2  Sets  jumping  standards. 

4  Vault  poles. 

2  Double  wire  slides. 


Considerable  grading  was  required  in  the  gymnasium  ground, 
and  a  cinder  track  20  feet  wide  and  one-fourth  of  a  mile  long 
was  built  around  the  grounds.  A  shed  for  chest  weights,  with 
lockers  for  small  articles,  and  fences  around  the  places  for  shot 
throwing  and  the  cable  slides  have  also  been  built. 

The  gymnasium  was  opened  on  September  6.  The  attendance 
until  the  close  of  the  season  was  43,356.  The  apparatus  was  dis- 
mantled on  January  4,  and  preparations  made  for  skating,  of 
which  an  account  will  be  found  under  the  general  head  of 
Skating. 

An  area  of  the  playground  was  covered  with  loam  and  sodded 
for  use  as  a  cricket  ground. 

The  gymnasium  ground  is  very  wet  after  a  heavy  rain,  and 
should  be  underdrained  during  the  coming  spring. 

Charlestown  Heights. 

The  building  has  been  provided  with  fixtures  for  lighting.  It 
was  opened  on  June  17,  and  closed  for  the  winter  on  November 
14.    A  matron  was  in  charge. 

During  August,  a  class  in  kindergarten  work  was  conducted 
under  the  direction  of  the  Massachusetts  Emergency  and  Hy- 
giene Association. 
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Charlbstown  Platgbound. 
No  work  has  been  done  here  during  the  year  except  to  care  for 
the  filling  done  by  the  city  teams  and  others. 

The  area  now  fiUed  approximately  to  grade  is  7.3  acres. 

Chablesbank. 

Men^s  Oymnaaium.  —  The  new  building  was  occupied  on  Sep- 
tember 30.  It  is  2}  stories.  On  the  ground  floor  there  is  a 
large  toilet-room  for  the  public,  a  room  for  the  use  of  the 
person  in  charge  of  the  boating-service,  a  foreman's  room,  a 
workmen's  room,  and  a  room  for  the  heater.  On  the  second 
floor  is  an  office  for  the  superintendent  of  the  gymnasium,  a 
large  locker  and  dressing  room,  containing  196  lockers,  a  toilet- 
room,  and  a  bath-room  provided  with  6  shower-baths  and  other 
fixtures. 

The  attic  floor  is  used  as  a  store  and  work  room.  The  building 
is  lighted  by  electricity  and  is  heated  by  hot  water ;  both  hot 
and  cold  water  are  supplied  to  the  toilet  and  bath  rooms.  The 
entrance  to  the  gymnasium  is  through  this  building,  and  by  a 
bridge  from  the  second  floor  across  the  running-track.  Turn- 
stiles with  a  registering  attachment  are  placed  at  this  entrance 
so  that  a  record  of  the  attendance  can  be  kept. 

The  gymnasium  grounds  were  used  for  skating  during  Feb- 
ruary, but  were  closed  during  March  and  April  They  were 
opened  on  May  1,  and  kept  open  until  January  3,  when  the 
apparatus  was  dismantled,  and  the  grounds  flooded  for  skating. 
During  the  season  the  gymnasium  was  open  on  197  days,  the 
total  estimated  attendance  being  about  200,000. 

During  the  year  there  were  four  accidents :  three  of  these  were 
while  the  gymnasium  was  in  use,  and  were  slight ;  the  fourth 
was  during  the  skating  season,  a  little  girl  having,  been  quite 
severely  injured  while  attempting  to  climb  over  the  fence. 

Women's  Gymnasium.  —  The  enlargement  of  the  building  was 
completed  early  in  the  season,  and  it  was  opened  on  May  15. 

The  building  has  been  doubled  in  size,  and  now  contains  on 
the  first  floor  a  general  waiting-room,  an  office  for  the  superin- 
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tendent;  a  large  dressing  and  locker  room,  containing  124  lockers, 
toilet  and  bath  rooms,  a  heater-room,  foreman's  and  workmen's 
rooms,  and  a  store  shed.  On  the  second  floor  there  is  a  toilet- 
room  for  women,  and  a  hall  which  is  used  for  gymnastic  exercises 
on  stormy  days.  A  full  account  of  the  work  of  the  gymnasium 
during  the  year  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Massachusetts 
Emergency  and  Hygiene  Association,  which  has  charge  of  the 
work. 

MisGellaneaus, — A  drain  was  built  in  the  spring,  connecting 
the  women's  building  with  the  sewer  in  Charles  street,  the  drain- 
age having  been  previously  discharged  into  the  river. 

The  grounds  and  walks  are  in  good  condition. 

The  sea-wall  needs  pointing  badly,  and  it  should  be  done  early 
in  the  next  season. 

Skating. 

As  during  the  past  year  the  first  attempt  has  been  made  on  a 
large  scale  to  maintain  ice  in  a  condition  for  skating,  an  account 
of  the  work  done  and  the  results  obtained  may,  perhaps,  be  of 
interest. 

Heretofore,  the  appropriation  for  maintenance  has  been  so 
small  that  very  little  could  be  done,  and  that  only  on  the  smaller 
grounds  of  Charlesbank  and  Wood  Island  Park. 

Preparations  were  made  to  keep  the  ice  in  good  condition  on 
the  larger  areas  of  Jamaica  Pond  and  Franklin  Field.  During 
the  skating  season,  a  year  ago,  visits  were  made  to  Roger 
Williams  Park,  in  Providence,  R.I.,  Central  Park,  New  York,  and 
Prospect  Park,  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  and  through  the  kindness 
of  the  superintendents  of  those  parks  much  valuable  information 
was  obtained.  We  are  also  indebted  to  the  Superintendent  of 
South  Park,  Chicago,  and  the  Superintelident  of  Parks  of  Minne- 
apolis for  their  assistance. 

The  work  which  we  have  done  during  the  year  was  largely 
experimental,  and  therefore  more  expensive  than  is  likely  to  be 
the  case  in  the  future  to  secure  the  same  results. 

The  only  natural  water  surface  or  pond  where  the  ice  has  been 
cared   for  is  Jamaica  pond,  which  has  an  area  of  65  acres. 
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This  pond  does  not  freeze  over  until  quite  late,  so  that  the  skat- 
ing season  is  shorter  here  than  at  other  grounds.  If  the  ice 
forms  to  a  considerable  thickness  before  it  becomes  covered  with 
snow,  the  work  is  much  simpler  than  it  is  when,  as  was  the  case 
this  year,  there  is  a  heavy  snowfall  while  the  ice  is  too  thin  to 
support  horses  ;  the  snow  prevents  the  ice  from  forming,  and  the 
only  resource  is  to  make  holes  at  frequent  intervals ;  the  weight 
of  the  snow  forces  the  water  up  through  the  ice;  the  snow  soon 
becomes  saturated,  and  when  frozen  it  is  usually  strong  enough 
to  support  horses,  but  it  is  too  rough  for  skating,  chiefly  on 
account  of  the  tracks  made  by  the  men  when  making  the  holes. 
It  is  therefore  necessary  to  plane  the  ice.  For  this  purpose  a 
special  ice-plane  was  purchased.  It  consists  of  a  square  frame  or 
sled,  the  runners  of  which  are  adjustable  in  height  with  reference 
to  the  knife ;  the  latter  is  fixed  to  the  frame  at  right  angles  to 
the  line  of  travel ;  at  the  back  there  is  a  pair  of  handles  by  which 
a  man  can  guide  the  plane,  and  there  is  also  a  seat  for  the  driver. 
The  plane  cuts  a  width  of  52  inches,  and  can  be  easily  hauled  by 
two  horses ;  with  it  from  2^  to  3  acres  can  be  planed  in  a  working 
day.    It  leaves  the  i«e  with  a  very  smooth  surface. 

For  removing  the  chips  left  by  the  planer,  a  scraper  has  been 
used,  of  the  same  pattern  as  is  used  in  Central  Park,  New  York. 
It  consists  of  two  vertical  sides  of  boards,  8  feet  in  length  and  18 
inches  high,  joined  together  at  one  end  at  an  angle  of  60  degrees, 
the  point  being  boarded  over  to  form  a  seat  for  the  driver.  The 
open  end  has  a  strong  brace,  placed  about  midway  of  the  height, 
and  securely  bolted  to  the  sides,  to  the  ends  of  which  the  draught 
rope  is  attached.  The  inside  faces  of  the  sides  have  strips  of 
thin  iron  or  steel  fastened  to  them  at  the  bottom ;  a  handle  is 
attached  at  the  point  for  lifting  it.  This  scraper  is  used  with 
one  horse,  and  is  dragged  over  the  ice  with  the  open  side  in 
front.  When  a  load  is  obtained,  it  is  dragged  to  the  bank,  where 
the  driver  lifts  the  back  comer,  thus  clearing  the  snow,  turns  the 
scraper  on  the  front  corners,  and  starts  for  another  load.  This 
scraper  clears  the  ice  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner.  It  can  be 
used  for  clearing  off  light  snow,  —  a  depth  of  8  inches  having 
been  cleared  successfully.     The  scoop  scraper  used  by  ice  corn- 
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panies  is  very  useful  for  piling  the  snow  on  to  the  banks,  and 
thus  preyentiug  the  settlement  of  the  ice  along  the  shore. 

Where  the  number  of  skaters  is  large,  the  ice  becomes  worn  in 
a  short  time,  so  that  it  is  necessary  to  clean  it.  For  this  purpose, 
we  have  used  one-horse  street-sweeping  machines  loaned  to  us 
by  the  Street  Department.  The  rims  of  the  wheels  were  wound 
with  wire  to  prevent  slipping.  The  machines  swept  the  material 
on  the  ice  into  windrows,  and  then  the  triangular  scrapers  hauled 
it  to  the  shore.  This  operation  could  be  repeated  for  several  days 
in  succession ;  after  a  time,  however,  the  ice  would  become  worn 
so  unevenly  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  plane  it  again.  If  a 
crust  forms  on  the  surface  of  the  snow,  the  triangular  scraper 
cannot  be  used  until  the  crust  is  broken ;  to  do  this,  the  scoop 
scraper  can  be  run  through  the  snow  to  break  it  up.  About  7 
acres  can  be  swept  by  one  machine  in  a  working  day. 

About  20  acres  have  been  kept  in  good  condition  during  the 
past  month  by  the  above  means. 

At  Franklin  Field  there  is  an  area  of  over  40  acres  of  level 
meadow,  which  is  kept  dry  in  summer,  but  which  can  be  flooded 
in  winter  by  closing  a  gate  at  the  outlet  of  the  under-drains,  and 
turning  the  flow  of  the  brooks  on  to  the  field.  Ice  can  be  formed 
here  much  earlier  than  on  a  pond.  As  soon  as  the  ground 
freezes,  the  water  is  turned  on  to  it ;  the  water  freezes  to  the 
ground,  and  the  latter  can  then  be  flooded.  This  cannot  be  done 
on  a  pond,  as  the  ice,  being  of  less  specific  gravity  than  the  water, 
always  floats  at  the  top.  The  same  method  of  caring  for  the 
ice  is  pursued  here  as  at  Jamaica  pond,  but  it  can  be  done  more 
economically,  as  there  are  no  steep  banks,  and  the  snow  can  be 
scraped  clear  of  the  ice  on  to  the  surrounding  ground ;  as  there 
is  no  danger  of  the  ice  settling,  piles  of  snow  can  be  made  at  any 
point  on  the  field.  When  the  ice  becomes  rough  it  can  be  planed, 
or,  if  the  weather  will  permit  of  it,  it  can  be  flooded  and  a  new 
surface  formed. 

At  Charlesbank  and  Wood  Island  Park,  the  conditions  are 
similar  to  those  at  Franklin  Field,  except  that  there  is  no  natural 
water  supply,  and  resort  must  be  had  to  hydrants.  This  can  be 
done  here,  as  the  areas  are.  small  and  the  cost  of  the  water  is. 
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therefore,  not  great.  The  most  sacoessful  method  of  restoring 
the  worn-out  surface  at  these  parks  has  been  by  spraying  with 
the  hose  when  the  temperature  is  below  freezing.  By  this 
means  a  good  body  of  hard  ice  can  be  built  up. 

The  attendance  has  been  very  large  at  all  of  the  skating 
grounds.  At  Jamaica  Park  and  Franklin  Field  there  is  great 
need  of  buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  the  large  number  of 
people  who  frequent  these  parks. 

The  following  table  gives  some  statistics  showing  the  great 
interest  felt  by  the  people  in  the  skating  and  the  slight  cost  per 
person  at  which  the  amusement  has  been  furnished. 


Pond. 

FnDkllD         ^    ,    ^     ^    Wood  Island 
Plaid.          OharlMbank.        p^^^ 

No.  of  days' skating, 

19 

31                  43              43 

Total  estimated  at- 

tendance     .     .     . 

90,000 

123,000         99,000       114,000 

Area     cleared    and 

kept  in  condition 

for  skating       .     . 

20  acres 

20  acres         1  acre     6  acres 

Total  cost  .... 

«1,688  92 

«864  18    $610  00     9675  24 

Cost  per  acre  .    .     . 

79  45 

43  22      610  00       112  54 

Cost  per  person  .    . 

Olf 

00^         OOA           OOA 

The  appended  table  shows  the  principal  items  of  completed 
work  to  date. 

EespectfuUy  submitted, 

William  Jackson, 

City  Engineer, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OP  THE  MASSACHU- 
SETTS EMERGENCY  AND  HYGIENE  ASSOCIATION 
IN  CHARGE  OF  THE  WOMEN'S  AND  CHILDREN'S 
DIVISION  AT  CHARLESBANK 

Boston,  January  11, 1896. 
To  the  Park  Commissianers  : 

Gentlemen  :  It  is  again  onr  privilege  to  submit  to  you  our 
report  for  the  fifth  year  of  our  work  at  Charlesbank. 

The  attendance  has  never  been  so  large  as  during  the  last 
season,  from  May  15  to  November  1 ;  the  total  number  of  per- 
sons admitted  having  been  190,221,  being  44,329  more  than  the 
previous  year.  Of  this  total,  92,650,  or  a  daily  average  of  643, 
took  gymnastic  work  of  one  or  another  kind,  while  the  average 
Sunday  attendance  in  the  Lodge  and  on  the  Playground  was  866. 

Gtmnasittm. 

The  turnstile,  which  in  the  spring  was  placed  at  its  entrance,  in 
addition  to  the  one  at  the  Lodge,  has  enabled  us  to  measure  more 
accurately  the  number  of  persons  who  practised  within  its  enclosure. 
Of  those  doing  regular  gymnastic  work,  four  hundred  and  five 
wore  gymnasium  suits,  others  dexterously  improvised  a  divided 
skirt  or  trousers  out  of  an  ordinary  full  skirt,  which  appeared 
again  as  such  as  soon  as  the  pins  confining  it  were  removed. 

Notwithstanding  the  often  crowded  attendance,  but  four  acci- 
dents occurred :  one  girl  had  her  tongue  cut,  another  was  struck  in 
the  mouth  and  lost  a  tooth,  and  two  others  received  slight  sprains. 
Within  a  week  all  were  back  again  at  the  gymnasium. 

Many  who  in  previous  summers  have  had  class  work,  the  past 
season  preferred  to  do  free  work  in  the  gymnasium.  It  is  evident 
that  the  general  tendency  is  for  firee  work  under  direction  ;  at  the 
same  time,  it  is  never  wise  to  allow  pupils  to  exercise  exactly  as 
they  please. 
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Glass  Work. 

In  spite  of  all  onr  efforts  to  systematize  and  render  popular 
class  instruction,  it  is,  as  we  have  stated  in  a  previous  report, 
impossible  to  have  regular  class  exercise  in  a  large,  free,  public 
gymnasium,  nor  is  it  essential  to  its  success.  Its  purpose  is 
that  of  provision  for  physical  exercise  — how  that  purpose  shall 
be  carried  out  must  depend  on  circumstances.  We  by  no  means 
advise  the  abandonment  of  class  work ;  on  the  contrary,  we  wish 
to  increase  it,  aud  to  emphasize  its  importance,  because  it  helps 
the  women  and  children  to  realize  the  necessity  and  dignity  of 
progressive,  systematic  exercise. 

The  schedule  of  the  classes  is  as  follows : 

One  class  for  advanced  pupils,  eight  to  fifteen  in  number,  met 
twenty-one  times. 

One  class  for  beginners,  eight  to  forty-two  in  number,  met 
every  afternoon  during  school  vacation. 

One  class  for  young  women,  eight  to  fifteen  in  number,  met 
fourteen  times. 

One  morning  class  for  older  women,  two  to  nine  in  number,  met 
twenty-two  timeSi 

Many  individual  pupils,  who  had  progressive  work  under  direc- 
tion from  thirty  to  sixty  minutes,  met  most  of  the  season  at  9 
A.M.  and  6.45  P.M.  The  class  work  began  June  27,  and  ended 
October  9.  Team-racing  has  been  liked  more  than  football  in 
class  work,  the  girls  often  starting  themselves,  and  racing  for  their 
colors  as  eagerly  as  collegians. 

Special  Cases. 

There  have  been  but  nineteen  of  these,  who,  suffering  from 
paresis,  curvature  of  the  spine,  or  nervousness,  received  regular 
treatment  for  varying  periods  of  time.  Some  came  from  the 
Massachusetts  Greneral  Hospital  and  Chambers-street  Dispensary. 
All  improved,  while  the  girl  who  came  regularly  for  four  months 
was  greatly  benefited.  The  usual  measurements  of  height, 
weight,  development  of  chest,  etc.,  were  taken  in  thirty-five  cases, 
ages  ranging  from  nine  to  thirty-five  years,  but  with  unsatisfactory 
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results,  for  by  the  middle  of  September  the  children  came  only 
after  school  hours,  when  the  teachers  were  so  busy  in  the  gym- 
nasium that  second  measurements  were  seldom  obtained. 

Baths. 

These  have  been  the  new  feature  in  the  yearns  success. 
Though  from  the  beginning  the  girls  have  been  able  to  take 
sponge  baths  in  the  booths  at  the  end  of  the  gymnasium,  there 
were  no  adequate  bathing  facilities  until  the  spring  of  1895, 
when  a  bath  annex  to  the  Lodge  was  built,  and  provided  with 
two  tub  and  spray  baths  and  lockers.  Many  of  the  children 
were  so  ignorant  of  the  conditions  of  a  spray  or  a  tub  bath  that 
they  asked  if  it  were  necessary  to  take  off  all  their  clothes.  Four 
hundred  and  nineteen  tub,  and  three  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
thirty-six  spray  baths,  or  a  total  of  four  thousand  three  hundred 
and  fifty-five  baths  were  taken  by  six  hundred  and  fifty-six  differ- 
ent girls,  a  daily  average,  from  the  time  the  privilege  began,  of 
twenty-five.  One  hundred  and  forty-two  took  but  one  bath, 
seventy-seven  took  over  fifteen  baths ;  fifty-two  was  the  largest 
number  taken  by  any  one  girl,  and  ninety-six  the  largest  number 
of  baths  taken  in  any  one  day.  Eight  dressing-gowns  were  pro- 
vided by  friends,  but  the  bathers  soon  preferred  to  manage  their 
own  wardrobe.  Nine  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty  towels  and 
rollers  were  used  in  the  baths  and  at  the  hand-basins,  so  it  can 
be  fairly  assumed  that  Gharlesbank  has  become  an  important 
factor  in  the  hygienic  condition  of  certain  parts  of  the  city. 

In  the  gymnasium,  each  girl  entitled  to  a  bath  received  a  card 
with  the  words  spray  or  tub  bath  printed  on  it,  the  superin- 
tendent writing  upon  it  the  name  of  the  girl,  who  then  presented 
it  to  the  officer  of  the  baths  at  the  Lodge.  This  arrangement 
was  rendered  necessary,  as  by  a  previous  method  we  had  found 
that  the  tickets  changed  owners,  one  ticket  having  gone  to  three 
girls  before  it  was  presented  at  the  bath  annex. 

The  Kindergarten  Department, 

as  we  like  to  call  it,  with  Miss  Bosa  Doyle  in  charge,  has  flour- 
ished on  the  grassy  playground.    More  time  than  in  previous 
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years  has  been  given  to  systematic  play  with  the  little  children, 
with  good  results.  Paper  folding,  pasting  colored  papers  on 
cards  in  the  form  of  designs,  and  the  sewing  of  colored  worsteds 
into  pricked  cards  have  been  the  chief  occupations.  The  moral 
influence  of  the  playground,  and  the  steady,  kind  treatment  of 
the  children,  are  of  large  service  in  the  formation  of  their  char- 
acters. There  was  a  total  attendance  of  2,648,  or  61  classes,  who 
did  kindergarten  work,  knitting,  and  crocheting,  and  2,655 
pricked  cards  were  given  out,  while  thousands  played  as  they 
wished  on  the  green,  inventing  their  own  good  times.  The  play- 
ground is  educational  We  hope  to  introduce  flower  making  and 
'a  little  botany  next  summer. 

Our  visitors  have  been  numerous,  coming  as  specialists  in 
gymnastics  and  philanthropy  to  observe  our  methods. 

We  have  had  gifts  of  boohs,  papers,  hundreds  of  pricked  cards, 
flowers,  gymnasium  suits,  a  baby  carriage,  and  tickets  for  picnics 
for  thirty-nine  children. 

The  association  has  borne  the  expenses  of  many  slight  addi- 
tions to  the  working  conveniences  of  the  children,  for  as  they  were 
in  the  nature  of  experiments,  though  meeting  with  success,  we 
did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  ask  them  of  your  Board,  which  with 
wise  generosity  and  skilful  adaptation  of  means  to  ends  has  done 
everything  for  our  comfort  and  the  benefit  of  those  who  frequent 
Charlesbank. 

Miss  McMartin  has  fulfilled  her  duties  as  superintendent-in- 
chief  with  the  same  fidelity,  skill,  and  knowledge  of  human  nature, 
as-well  as  of  gymnastics,  as  in  past  seasons.  She  has  been  most 
ably  seconded  by  Miss  Mahoney  as  assistant  superintendent. 
Miss  Frances  Sanborn  has  been  in  charge  of  the  baths,  and  Miss 
Howe  and  Miss  Phelps  have  also  rendered  acceptable  occasional 
service.  Mr.  E.  W.  Howe,  engineer,  and  Mr.  John  F.  Murphy, 
sub-foreman,  have  helped  us  over  many  difficulties  and  made  our 
work  a  pleasure. 

Winter  Glasses. 

These  began  in  November,  in  the  large,  unfinished  upper  room 
over  the  bath  annex,  in  accordance  with  a  long  cherished  wish, 
which  was  made  practicable  by  your  financial  assistance,  aided  by 
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that  of  our  association.  The  classes  meet  two  evenings  in  the 
week;  from  7.30  to  9  o'clock,  and  are  for  older  girls  and  women, 
not  for  children.  It  is  especially  the  working  girls  whom  we 
wish  to  reach  by  this  evening  gymnastic  work,  which  we  frankly 
confess  is  an  experiment.  At  first  racial  and  class  feelings 
among  the  pupils  occasioned  misgivings,  which  soon  wore  away. 
Now  after  a  few  weeks'  trial  we  have  an  enrolment  of  forty 
members,  and  at  present  date  of  writing,  an  attendance  of  about 
twenty.  As  the  class  has  steadily  increased  we  hope  this  number 
will  soon  be  doubled.  Climbing  ropes,  parallel  bars,  jumping 
standard,  chest  weights,  wands,  and  dumb-bells  constitute  now  our 
simple  apparatus,  with  the  welcome  addition  of  a  piano  to  mark 
time  in  some  of  the  exercises,  and  to  add  to  the  pleasantness  of 
the  evenings. 

Miss  Mary  Mahoney  is  the  superintendent  and  teacher,  and  has 
stimulated  the  interest  of  the  women  by  her  wise  zeal  and  grace- 
ful exercises.  We  shall  rejoice  if  the  slight  success  achieved  this 
winter  may  justify  your  approval  of  the  continuance  of  the  winter 
classes  another  year,  with  more  equipments. 

In  the  supervision  of  this  class,  as  well  as  that  of  the  summer 
work,  the  committee  has  endeavored  to  execute  faithfully  the 
trust  you  have  placed  in  them.  We  have  taken  turns  as  visitors, 
and  have  given  constantly,  gladly,  and  freely  of  our  time  and 
ability. 

In  addition  to  our  care  at  Gharlesbank,  our  association  pro- 
vided a  kindergartner,  who  went  to  the  Charlestown  Playground 
every  afternoon  in  August.  The  park  is  one  of  the  most  beauti- 
ful in  the  city,  and  is  surrounded  by  homes  where  live  innumerable 
children.  It  was  delightful  to  see  how  easily  the  rudeness  or 
roughness  of  the  younger  boys  and  girls  yielded  to  the  gentle 
management  of  the  lady  teacher,  who  was  besought  not  only  by 
them,  but  by  their  parents,  "  to  keep  coming  until  all  the  children 
learnt  manners,  and  could  have  good  times  even  if  they  weren't 
worth  anything,"  as  one  mother  expressed  herself. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  committee, 

Kate  Ga^nbtt  Wells, 

Ellen  M.  Toweb, 

Anna  Phillips  Williams. 
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rNDENTURE  BETWEEN  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON  AND 
THE  PRESIDENT  AND  FELLOWS  OF  HARVARD 
COLLEGE,  WITH  REFERENCE  TO  ARNOLD  ARBO- 
RETUM AND  BUSSEY  PARK. 

Indenture  made  the  twenty-second  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-five,  between  the  City  of  Boston,  a 
municipal  corporation  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
(hereinafter  called  the  City),  of  the  one  part,  and  the  President 
and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College,  a  corporation  established  by  the 
laws  of  Massachusetts  (hereinafter  called  the  College),  of  the 
other  part,  supplementary  to  an  indenture  between  the  same  par- 
ties made  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  December  in  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighty-two. 

Whereas,  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  conferred  upon  said  Board  by 
chapter  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  of  the  Acts  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Massachusetts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
five,  by  a  certain  written  instrument  of  even  date  herewith,  to  be 
recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  has  taken  and  located  as  and  for 
a  public  park,  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  that  part  of  said  City 
known  as  West  Roxbury,  held  by  the  College  under  the  trusts 
created  by  the  will  of  Benjamin  Bussey,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
tending the  Arnold  Arboretum,  so  called,  and  for  the  purposes 
and  under  the  powers  and  limitations  set  forth  in  said  act  and 
acts  in  addition  thereto  and  amendment  thereof,  said  tract  of 
land  so  taken  being  in  addition  to  certain  other  lands  dedicated 
to  the  use  of  said  Arboretum,  and  certain  adjoining  tracts,  the 
property  of  other  parties,  deemed  by  said  Commissioners  con- 
venient and  necessary  for  use  in  connection  therewith,  and  taken 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid  by  two  certain  instruments,  dated 
respectively  December  30, 1882,  and  December  24, 1892,  and  re- 
corded with  Suffolk  Deeds ; 

And,  whereas,  by  an  act  of  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts, 
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passed  on  the  twelfth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  ninety-five,  it  was  enacted  that,  in  case  the  said 
Board  of  Park  Commissioners  deem  it  desirable  so  to  take 
the  said  lands  for  the  said  purposes,  said  Board  of  Park 
Commissioners  acting  for  the  City  was  thereby  authorized  to 
lease  such  portion  of  the  said  Arboretum  and  adjoining 
tracts  so  taken  as  the  said  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 
might  deem  not  necessary  for  use  as  parkways  and  grounds  to 
the  CoUege,  to  be  held  to  the  same  uses  and  purposes  as  the  said 
Arboretum  was  then  held  under  the  trusts  created  by  the  wills  of 
Benjamin  Bussey  and  of  James  Arnold^  and  for  such  a  term, 
and  upon  such  mutual  restrictions,  reservations,  covenants,  and 
•  conditions  as  to  the  use  thereof  by  the  public,  in  connection  with 
the  uses  of  the  same  under  the  said  trusts,  and  as  to  the  rights, 
duties,  and  obligations  of  the  contracting  parties  as  might  be 
agreed  upon  between  the  said  Commissioners  with  the  approval 
of  the  Mayor  and  the  College.  And  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners, on  the  part  of  the  City,  and  the  Treasurer,  on  behalf  of 
the  College,  were  respectively  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver 
the  said  lease ; 

And,  whereas,  the  said  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  deems 
such  portion  of  the  said  Arboretum  and  adjoining  tracts,  as  is 
hereinafter  described  and  leased,  to  be  not  necessary  for  use  as 
parkways  and  grounds,  and  considers  that  the  same  will  be  better 
and  more  advantageously  enjoyed  and  used  by  the  public  as  a 
part  of  the  said  park,  if  the  same  be  leased  to  the  College  for  the 
purposes  of  the  said  trusts,  and  upon  such  terms,  and  subject 
to  such  provisions  with  regard  to  the  use  thereof  by  the  public, 
as  aie  hereinafter  contained ;  and  it  has  been  agreed  between  the 
said  Commissioners,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor,  and  the  Col- 
lege that  the  same  be  leased  to  the  College  for  the  term,  and  upon 
the  mutual  restrictions,  reservations,  covenants,  and  conditions 
hereinafter  expressed : 

Now,  this  Indenture  witnesseth,  that  the  said  Board  of  Park 
Commissioners  acting  for  the  City,  by  virtue  and  in  exercise  of 
the  power  and  authority  given  to  it  by  the  said  act,  and  of  every 
other  power  and  authority  it  hereto  enabling,  doth  demise  and 
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lease  unto  the  College  aU  that  parcel  of  land  delineated  on  a  plan 
entitled  "  Plan  for  the  Extension  of  Arnold  Arboretum,"  dated 
April  15, 1895,  signed  by  William  Jackson,  City  Engineer,  and  to 
be  recorded  herewith,  said  parcel  being  situate  in  that  part  of  said 
Boston  known  as  West  Roxbury,  and  bounded  and  described  as 
follows  :  Beginning  at  the  intersection  of  the  south-westerly  line 
of  South  street  near  Bussey  bridge  with  the  north-westerly  line  of 
the  location  of  the  Boston  &  Providence  railroad,  and  running 
north-westerly  on  said  South  street  by  a  curve  turning  to  the 
north  and  north-east,  then  north-easterly,  then  north-easterly 
again  by  a  curve  turning  to  the  north,  north-west  and  west,  all 
bounding  on  said  South  street,  in  all  about  785.60  feet  to  Bussey 
street;  thence  running  westerly  on  said  Bussey  street  about 
1,866.21  feet  to  Walter  street ;  thence  running  westerly  on  said 
Walter  street  by  a  curve  of  small  radius  turning  to  the  south, 
then  southerly,  then  southerly  by  a  curve  turning  to  the  south- 
west, then  south-westerly,  then  south-westerly  by  a  curve  turmng 
to  the  south,  then  southerly,  all  bounding  on  said  Walter  street, 
in  all  about  1^68.27  feet,  to  a  cemetery ;  thence  running  south- 
easterly, bounding  on  said  cemetery,  by  a  stone  wall,  about 
368.81  feet;  thence  south-westerly,  bounding  on 'said  cemetery, 
by  a  stone  wall,  about  86.21  feet  to  land  of  Carleton  Keyes  and 
William  A.  Mosman ;  thence  south-easterly,  bounding  on  land  of 
said  Keyes  and  Mosman,  on  land  of  Frederick  E.  Kendall,  on 
other  land  of  said  Keyes  and  Mosman,  on  land  of  Edward  C. 
!North,  on  other  land  of  said  Keyes  and  Mosman,  on  land  of 
Annie  L.  Carlson,  on  land  of  Charles  E.  and  Greorge  W.  Browne, 
on  land  of  Elizabeth  K.  Eichorn,  on  land  of  Hugh  Eitzpatrick, 
and  on  land  of  Frederick  W.  Beering,  by  a  stone  wall,  about 
899.11  feet  to  land  of  the  Boston  &  Providence  Eailroad  Com- 
pany ;  thence  continuing  south-easterly,  bounding  on  said  land  of 
said  railroad  company,  by  a  stone  wall  about  399.22  feet  to  the 
north-westerly  line  of  the  location  of  the  Boston  &  Providence 
railroad ;  thence  running  north-easterly,  bounding  on  said  Boston 
&  Providence  railroad  location,  about  1,560.63  feet  to  the  point 
of  beginning ;  containing  67.6  acres  more  or  less. 
Also  a  certain  other  parcel  of  land  situate  in  said  Boston,  in 
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that  part  thereof  known  as  West  Roxbury,  and  bounded  and 
described  as  follows :  Beginning  at  the  comer  of  Centre  and 
Walter  streets  and  running  thence  on  said  Centre  street  about 
815.52  feet  to  said  Arboretum ;  thence  on  said  Arboretum  by  an 
irregular  line  about  1^23.55  feet  to  said  Walter  street ;  thence 
on  said  Walter  street  about  175.65  feet  to  the  point  of  begin- 
ning :  containing  about  195,024  square  feet,  and  shown  on  a  plan 
signed  by  Alexis  H.  French,  Civil  Engineer,  dated  December  24, 
1892,  and  on  file  in  the  office  of  said  Commissioners,  and  on  a 
copy  of  said  plan  filed  in  the  Begistry  of  Deeds  for  the  County 
of  Suffolk. 

Also  the  parcels  of  land  marked  respectively  "  A  "  and  "  B  "  on 
the  plan  referred  to  in  said  Indenture  dated  December  30,  1882, 
and  excepted  and  reserved  out  of  said  prior  indenture. 

Excepting  and  always  reserving  out  of  these  presents  all  those 
parts  of  said  lands  delineated  and  marked  as  driveways  on  the 
said  plan,  and  also  those  parts  of  said  lands  delineated  and 
marked  on  said  plan  as  "Quarry  Eeservation"  and  "Traffic 
Boad  " ;  and  granting  with  the  premises  hereby  leased  a  free  and 
unobstructed  right  of  way  upon  and  over  all  the  driveways  and 
the  traffic  road  delineated  on  said  plan,  and  so  marked  thereon. 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  premises  hereby  leased  (hereinafter 
called  the  Arnold  Arboretum)  unto  the  College,  and  its  suc- 
cessors and  assigns,  for  the  term  of  one  thousand  years  from 
the  date  hereof,  without  impeachment  of  waste,  upon  and  for  the 
same  trusts,  uses,  and  purposes  as  those  upon  and  for  which 
the  said  land  held  by  the  College  for  the  purposes  of  the  said 
Arboretum,  at  the  said  time  of  the  passing  of  the  said  act  of  the 
year  1880,  was  then  held  under  the  will  of  Benjamin  Bussey  and 
the  will  of  James  Arnold,  and  a  certain  indenture,  dated  the  29th 
day  of  March,  in  the  year  1872,  and  made  between  George  B. 
Emerson,  John  J.  Dixwell,  and  Erancis  E.  Parker,  as  trustees  of 
the  will  of  the  said  James  Arnold,  of  the  one  part,  and  the 
College  of  the  other  part,  in  which  indenture  the  trusts  provided 
for  in  the  said  will  of  James  Arnold  are  declared  in  pursuance 
of  the  directions  in  the  said  will  contained,  yielding  and  paying 
therefor,  during  the   said  term,  the  yearly  rent  of  one  dollar. 
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And  the  City  covenants  with  the  College,  its  successors  and 
assigns,  that  the  College,  and  its  successors  and  assigns,  shall 
peaceably  hold  and  enjoy  the  premises  hereby  leased  during 
the  said  term  without  any  interference  or  control  of  the  City,  or 
any  person  claiming  through  or  under  it.  That  the  City  will,  at 
all  times,  save  and  keep  harmless  and  indemnified  the  College, 
and  its  successors  and  assigns,  and  keep  the  premises  hereby 
leased  free  and  discharged  of  and  from  all  taiies  and  assessments 
of  every  description  which,  during  the  said  term,  may  be 
assessed  or  payable  in  respect  of  or  charged  upon  the  premises 
hereby  leased,  or  any  part  thereof.  That  the  City  will  make 
and  finish,  fit  for  use,  within  five  years  from  the  date  hereof,  the 
driveways,  of  which  the  sites  and  dimensions  are  delineated  on 
the  said  plan,  and  so  marked  thereon,  and  will,  within  two  years 
from  the  date  hereof,  finish,  fit  for  use,  the  driveway  running 
through  the  valley  from  Walter  street  to  South  street ;  and  that 
the  said  driveways,  during  the  said  term,  shall  be  repaired  and 
maintained  in  a  proper  and  substantial  manner,  free  of  all  charge 
and  expense  to  the  College,  and  its  successors  and  assigns.  That 
the  City  will,  during  the  said  term,  provide  and  maintain  a 
proper  and  sufficient  police  in  and  about  the  Arnold  Arboretum, 
and  the  said  parts  excepted  from  these  presents,  and  the  said 
driveways,  for  the  preservation  of  order  and  good  conduct  and 
the  observance  of  the  rules  hereinafter  mentioned  or  provided 
for,  and  will  maintain  necessary  or  suitable  boundary  fences 
about  the  whole  of  said  Arboretum.  That  no  public  street  or 
highway,  except  as  shown  on  said  plan,  and  no  steam  or  horse 
railway,  or  construction  for  like  purposes,  shall  be  laid  out 
through  or  over  any  part  of  the  Arnold  Arboretum,  except  in 
such  places,  if  any,  and  in  such  manner  as  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners and  the  College  shall  approve.  And  that  if  the  College, 
its  successors  or  assigns,  shall  be  desirous  of  taking  a  renewed 
lease  of  the  said  premises  for  the  further  term  of  one  thousand 
years  from  the  expiration  of  the  term  hereby  granted,  the  City 
or  its  assigns  will,  upon  the  request  and  at  the  expense  of  the 
College,  its  successors  or  assigns,  and  upon  its  or  their  executing 
and  delivering  to  the  City  or  its  assigns  ^a  counterpart  thereof, 
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forthwith  execute  and  deliver  to  the  College,  its  successors  or 
assigns,  a  renewed  lease  of  the  said  premises  for  the  further 
term  of  one  thousand  years,  at  the  same  yearly  rent  and  upon 
and  subject  to  the  same  restrictions,  reservations,  covenants,  and 
conditions,  as  are  herein  contained,  including  this  present  cove- 
nant, and  so  on  from  time  to  time  forever.  And  the  College,  for 
itself  and  its  successors  and  assigns,  covenants  with  the  City  that 
the  College  will  not  commence  or  prosecute  any  action,  suit,  or 
other  proceeding  against  the  City  for  the  enforcement  or  recovery 
of  any  damages  or  claim  which  the  College  may  have  or  be 
entitled  to  against  the  City  by  reason  of  the  said  taking  of  the 
said  land  hereinbefore  described. 

And  that  the  Arnold  Arboretum  shall,  at  all  reasonable  times, 
be  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  public  as  a  part  of  the  said  park, 
subject  to  the  rules  provided  for  in  said  indenture  of  December 
30, 1882.  Provided,  always,  and  it  is  hereby  declared,  that  the 
City  shall  be  at  liberty  to  erect  and  maintain  suitable  gateways 
for  entrance  thereto  upon  any  of  the  said  excepted  parts,  and  to 
maintain  gates  there.  And  that  no  pavilion,  kiosh,  urinal,  mu- 
seum, greenhouse,  stable,  shed,  or  other  building  (except  as  above 
provided,  and  except  such  yards  and  service  buildings  as  the 
administration  of  said  park  may  require),  shall  be  erected  or  main- 
tained within  the  Arnold  Arboretum,  or  in  any  of  the  excepted 
parts,  or  in  any  of  the  said  driveways,  without  the  prior  consent 
of  the  Park  Commissioners  and  the  College.  Provided,  also,  and 
it  is  hereby  declared  and  decreed  that  the  use  of  the  Arnold 
Arboretum,  and  of  the  said  excepted  parts,  and  of  the  said  drive- 
ways, by  the  City  and  its  assigns,  and  the  College,  its  successors 
and  assigns,  and  the  public,  shall  be  subject  to  the  rules  herein- 
before mentioned,  and  to  such  additional  rules  as  have  been  or 
may,  from  time  to  time,  be  agreed  upon  between  the  Park  Com- 
missioners and  the  College.  But  any  of  the  said  rules  may  be 
altered  or  annulled  by  agreement  between  the  Park  Commission- 
ers and  the  College. 

It  is  agreed  that  when  Bussey  street  is  changed  according  to 
said  new  plan,  the  City  shall  restore  the  land  now  occupied  by 
that  street  to  such  a  condition  of  soil  and  surface  that  it  can  be 
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suitably  planted  with  trees,  and  thenceforward  the  said  land  shall 
be  held  by  the  College  nnder  this  lease. 

And  it  is  farther  stipulated  and  agreed  that  the  Arnold  Arbor^ 
etum,  so  called^  together  with  the  land  hereby  leased^  shall  here- 
after be  known  and  called  by  the  name  of  the  Arnold  Arboretum 
and  Bussey  Park. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  City,  by  its  Board  of  Park  Commission- 
ers, and  the  College,  by  its  Treasurer,  have  hereto  set  their  respec- 
tive corporate  seals,  and  caused  these  presents  to  be  signed, 
acknowledged,  and  delivered  in  their  name  and  behalf  by  the 
said  Commissioners  and  the  said  Treasurer,  the  day  and  year  first 

above  written. 

THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON, 

By  John  F.  Ain>REw, 
Francis  A.  Walksb, 
Edwabd  C.  Hodges, 
The  Board  of  Fork  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Approved. 

Edwik  XJ.  Cubtis, 

Mayor. 

PRESIDENT  AND  FELLOWS    OF    HARVARD  COLLEGE, 

By  Edwabd  W.  Hooper, 

Treasurer  Harvard  College. 

COMMONWEALTH     OF    MASSACHUSETTS. 

Suffolk,  ss.  April  22,  1895. 

Then  personally  appeared  John  F.  Andrew,  Francis  A. 
Walker,  Edward  C.  Hodges,  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  and  acknowledged  the  foregoing  instrument  to  be 
the  free  act  and  deed  of  the  said  City ;  and  personally  appeared 
Edward  W.  Hooper,  Treasurer,  and  acknowledged  the  foregoing 
instrument  to  be  the  free  act  and  deed  of  the  President  and 
Fellows  of  Harvard  College. 

Before  me,  Geo.  F.  Clarke, 

Justice  of  the  Feace. 
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AGREEMENT  BETWEEN  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON  AND 
WILLIAM  E.  SHELDON,  PROVIDING  FOR  A  BOAT- 
SERVICE   in' THE  PUBLIC  PARKS. 

This  Agreement,  made  and  entered  into  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
County  of  Suffolk,  and  State  of  Massachusetts,  this  fourth  day  of 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-five,  by  and  between  the 
City  of  Boston,  acting  by  its  Board  of  Pabk  Commissionbbs, 
party  of  the  first  part,  and  William  E.  Sheldon,  of  Braintree, 
County  of  Norfolk,  State  of  Massachusetts,  'paxty  of  the  second 
part, 

Witnesseth,  said  City  of  Boston  hereby  grants  to  said  party 
of  the  second  part,  so  far  as  it  can  lawfully  do  so,  the  exclusive 
right  and  privilege  from  the  date  hereof  until  December  31, 1900, 
of  maintaining  and  operating  for  hire  a -public  boat-service  in  the 
waters  of  the  park  system  of  said  City,  and  of  conveying  passen- 
gers by  water  to  and  from  the  different  landings  in  said  park 
system  controlled  by  said  Park  Commissioners,  subject,  however, 
to  the  conditions  and  restrictions  herein  set  forth. 

Said  City  agrees  to  provide,  at  its  own  expense,  such  jetties, 
shelters,  offices,  store-rooms  for  boats  and  fittings,  landing  con- 
veniences, excepting  floats  and  gangways,  as  the  said  Commis- 
sioners shall  deem  necessary,  and  at  its  own  expense  to  drive  all 
piles  necessary  for  mooring  the  said  floats. 

Said  party  of  the  second  part,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the 
above-described  rights  and  privileges,  agrees  and  promises  to 
furnish,  at  his  own  expense,  boats  for  the  purpose  of  accommodat- 
ing the  visitors  to  the  public  parks,  for  hire,  so  many  in  number 
as  may  be  necessary,  and  of  such  varying  sizes  and  styles,  as  in 
the  judgment  of  the  Park  Commissioners  may  be  desirable. 
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Said  party  of  the  second  part  agrees  and  promises  that  the 
number  of  boats  furnished  under  this  agreement  during  the  first 
or  the  present  season  shall  not  be  less  than 

Eighty  (80)  Whitehall  boats, 

Forty  (40)  St  Lawrence  skiffs, 

Twenty  (20)  fishing  boats, 

Fifty  (50)  canoes  of  various  styles, 

Twenty-five  (2S)  Adirondack  and  Lenox  boats, 

Four  (4)  electric  launches, 
and  that  the  number  of  boats  shall  be  increased,  from  time  to  time, 
as  the  requirements  of  the  public  shall  demand,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  party  of  the  first  part 

Said  party  of  the  second  part  agrees  that  the  boats  furnished 
by  him  shall  be  first  class  in  every  respect;  of  dimensions, 
material,  style,  and  finish  approved  by  the  landscape  architects 
of  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  in  accordance  with  the  specifi- 
cations hereto  annexed.  All  awnings,  decorations,  and  colors  shall 
be  satisfactory  to  the  said  landscape  architects,  and  all  the  em- 
ployees shall  be  appropriately  clothed  in  uniforms  approved  by 
the  said  party  of  the  first  part. 

Said  party  of  the  second  part  agrees  to  provide  at  his  own  ex- 
pense as  many  employees  on  the  several  boats  and  at  the  several 
landings  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  proper  conduct  of  the  busi- 
ness, and  for  the  safety  of  the  public ;  that  no  sailing-boats  shall 
be  let  to  any  person  unless  accompanied  by  a  competent  sailing- 
master,  furnished  by  said  party  of  the  second  part,  and  that  the 
charges  for  the  use  of  any  and  all  boats  shall  be  at  all  times  reason- 
able and  just,  subject  to  the  approval  of  said  party  of  the  first 
part,  and  not  in  excess  of  those  usually  charged  in  the  vicinity  of 
Boston  for  the  service  of  the  most  nearly  corresponding  character, 
provided  that  the  minimum  charge  for  the  use  of  boats  let  for 
periods  of  time  shall  not  be  fixed  at  less  than  twenty^five  cents 
per  hour. 

Said  party  of  the  second  part  further  agrees  that  he  will  com- 
mence to  operate  at  least  one-half  of  the  boats  to  be  furnished 
during  the  first  season  on  the  20th  day  of  May,  1895,  and  will 
supply  boats  as  fast  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  party  of  the  first 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


101 

part,  they  are  required  by  the  patronage,  and  that  he  will  con- 
tinue to  operate  the  said  boats  during  such  hours  of  the  day,  and 
during  such  months  of  the  year,  as  may  be  required  by  the  said 
party  of  the  first  part. 

Said  party  of  the  second  part  agrees  that  he  will  indemnify  and 
save  harmless  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  from  any  loss  arising 
out  of,  or  sustained  on  account  of  any  damage  to  persons  or  prop- 
erty occasioned  by  the  operation  of  said  boats,  it  being  understood 
and  agreed  that  he  is  to  have  full  control  of  said  boats,  floats,  and 
gangways,  subject  to  the  regulations  of  the  Park  Commissioners. 

Said  party  of  the  second  part  agrees  and  promises  that  he  will 
at  any  time  permit  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  or  any  one 
authorized  by  it,  to  inspect  and  examine  any  and  all  of  said  boats 
and  their  appurtenances,  and  that  he  will  maintain  and  operate 
said  boats  to  the  satisfaction  of  said  Board  of  Park  Commissioners. 

Said  party  of  the  second  part  agrees  that  he  will  observe  and 
cause  to  be  observed  by  his  employees  and  patrons,  so  far  as  he 
may  be  able  to  do  so,  all  police,  sanitary,  and  other  rules  and 
regulations  of  whatever  sort  now  existing,  or  hereafter  to  be 
adopted  by  said  party  of  the  first  part,  for  the  general  govern- 
ment and  regulations  of  the  park  grounds  and  waters. 

Said  party  of  the  second  part  agrees  and  promises  that  he  will 
afford  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  or  its  officers  or  agents, 
transportation  without  charge  on  said  boats,  and  agrees  that  in  case 
of  accident  to  any  person,  any  of  his  boats  may  be,  at  once  and 
without  charge  therefor,  taken  by  any  police  officer  or  other  em- 
ployee of  the  party  of  the  first  part  for  use  in  such  emergency. 

Said  party  of  the  second  part  agrees  and  promises  that  he  will 
provide  and  keep  for  rental  an  adequate  number  of  suitable  boats 
for  use  for  fishing,  of  a  pattern  to  be  approved  by  the  party  of  the 
first  part,  and  to  be  well-found  for  the  purpose,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  said  party  of  the  first  part,  and  that  no  fishing  shall 
be  allowed  in  any  other  boats  than  those  thus  provided  for  that 
purpose. 

Said  party  of  the  second  part  agrees  and  promises  that  he  will, 
at  such  points  as  may  be  designated  by  the  party  of  the  first 
part,  and  for  a  compensation  not  greater  than  seventy-five  cents 
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(J0.75)  per  week  for  row-boats,  and  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  ($1.25)  for  sail-boats  of  twenty  feet  or  less  in  length,  store 
and  suitably  care  for  any  boats  and  boat  furniture  owned  by 
private  parties  who  may  desire  to  obtain  such  storage  and  care 
from  said  party  of  the  second  part 

Said  party  of  the  second  part  agrees  and  promises  that  he  will, 
wherever  the  patronage  will  warrant  it  in  the  opinion  of  the 
party  of  the  first  part,  maintain  lines  of  omnibus  or  ferry  boats, 
running  over  prescribed  routes  at  regular  intervals,  and  operated 
either  by  oars  or  by  power,  for  the  convenience  of  such  persons 
as  prefer  to  patronize  such  boats  and  pay  by  the  trip  instead  of 
by  the  hour. 

It  is  understood  and  agreed  that  said  party  of  the  second  part 
may  at  any  time  he  thinks  desirable  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging 
the  business,  and  for  his  own  convenience,  take  in  one  or  more 
partners  or  put  it  into  a  corporation  by  getting  the  consent  of  the 
party  of  the  first  part  before  doing  so,  and  upon  the  forming  of 
such  a  company  or  corporation  the  party  of  the  second  part  shall 
assign  and  transfer  to  said  company  or  corporation,  all  rights, 
privileges,  and  obligations  contained  in  this  agreement,  and  it  is 
agreed  and  understood  by  and  between  the  parties  hereto  that 
such  assignment  and  transfer  shall  be  assented  to  or  approved 
by  said  party  of  the  first  part,  and  that  no  assignment,  transfer, 
or  other  disposition  of  this  license  or  of  any  of  the  rights  and 
privileges  by  it  conferred  shall  be  made  by  said  party  of  fche 
second  part,  or  his  assigns,  unless  such  assignment,  transfer, 
or  disposition  shall  be  satisfactory  to  said  party  of  the  first 
part 

It  is  mutually  understood  and  agreed  that,  in  case  said  boat- ' 
service  and  the  exercise  by  said  party  of  the  second  part,  or 
by  said  company  or  corporation,  of  the  rights  and  privileges 
conferred  by  this  agreement,  are  not  satisfactory  in  all  respects 
to  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  or  are  not,  after  notice 
thereof,  made  satisfactory  to  them,  said  Board  may  terminate  this 
license  by  giving  to  said  party  of  the  second  part,  or  his  assigns, 
six  months'  written  notice  of  their  intention  to  terminate  the 
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same,  and  all  the  rights  and  privileges  granted  by  this  agreement 
or  license  shall  thereupon  be  forfeited  at  the  expiration  of  said 
six  months. 

CITY  OF  BOSTON, 

By  John  F.  Andbew, 
Fbangis  a.  Walkeb, 
Edwabd  C.  Hodges, 

Board  of  Park  Commissioners. 

William  E.  Sheldon. 
Approved. 

Edwin  XJ.  Curtis, 

Mayor. 

Approved  as  to  form. 

Thomas  M.  Babson, 


City  Solicitor. 
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SPECIFICATIONS  FOR  THE  STOCK,  EQUIPMENT,  AND 
MANAGEMENT  OF  THE  BOATING-SERVICE  OF 
THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  PARKS  OF  THE  CITY  OF 
BOSTON. 

The  material,  construction,  workmanship,  finish,  and  equip- 
ments of  the  boats,  otherwise  than  as  provided  for  in  the  follow- 
ing general  specifications,  shall  be  of  the  highest  yachting 
standard,  and  satisfactory  in  all  respects  to  the  landscape  archi- 
tects, and  all  boats  shall  be  scraped,  sand -papered,  varnished, 
or  painted  before  they  get  shabby. 

Meetrie  Launch^,  —  To  be  of  dimensions  suitable  to  the  ser- 
vices required  of  them.  Frame  of  white  oak,  planking  of  cedar, 
decks  and  interior  woodwork  of  mahogany ;  outsides  of  hulls  to  be 
painted  white ;  decks  and  interior  work  varnished,  with  pumice- 
rubbed  finisL  The  launches,  with  their  awnings,  gratings,  fittings, 
and  furniture,  to  be  generally  similar  to  and  in  every  particular 
as  good  as  those  used  at  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition,  in 
Chicago. 

SaUrBotUs.  —  To  be  not  less  than  18  feet  long,  and  of  such 
beam,  model,  sparring,  rig,  and  form,  and  area  of  sail,  as  to  be  safe, 
seaworthy,  and  non-sinkable.  Frame  to  be  of  oak,  planking  of 
cedar,  interior  woodwork  to  be  varnished,  exterior  woodwork  to 
be  painted  as  shall  be  approved  by  the  landscape  architects. 
Seats  to  be  furnished  with  cushions  of  canvas,  with  hair  top, 
stuffed  with  cork  chips  or  deer  hair,  and  adapted  to  serve  as  life 
preservers,  if  required  by  the  party  hiring  the  boats.  Sail-boats 
to  be  furnished  with  oars,  life-preservers,  boat-hook,  anchor,  cable, 
and  a  keg  or  tank  of  fresh  water,  and  also  to  fly  the  Department 
burgee  when  in  service. 

Whitehall  Boats,  —  To  be  12  or  15  feet  long.  Oak  frame,  white 
cedar  planking,  inside  finish  of  oak  or  ash ;  hull  to  be  varnished 
inside  and  out,  and  to  be  furnished  with  gratings  at  bow  and  stem. 

St.  La/torence  Skiffs,  —  To  be  16  to  18  feet  long.     Oak  frame. 
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wliite  cedar  planking,  interior  of  mahogany,  hull  finished  in^  nat- 
ural colors.  Boats  to  be  furnished  with  cushions  and  burgee 
as  required  above  under  the  heading  of  sail-boats.  Eowlocks 
and  other  fittings  and  trimmings  of  brass. 

Eandams.  —  To  be  17  to  19  feet  long.  Oak  frame,  white  cedar 
planking,  with  mahogany  tops.  Interior  finish  and  gratings  of 
mahogany.  Boats  to  be  furnished  with  cushions  and  burgee  as 
required  above  under  the  heading  of  sail-boats.  After  seat  to  be 
fitted  with  back  rest.  All  woodwork  to  be  finished  in  natural 
colors  varnished.    Fittings  of  brass. 

Lenox  Boats.  —  To  be  14  to  16  feet  long.  Oak  frame,  oak 
ribs,  cedar  planking,  mahogany  tops,  and  inside  finish  all  var- 
nished in  natural  colors.  Boats  to  be  furnished  with  cushion^ 
and  burgee  as  required  above  under  the  heading  of  sail-boats. 
Fittings  of  brass. 

'  Adirondack  Boats,  —  Same  construction,  finish,  and  equipments 
as  Lenox  boats,  and  to  be  13  to  15  feet  long. 

Canoes.  —  To  be  16  to  18  feet  long,  of  oak  frame,  cedar  plank- 
ing, or  covered  with  canvas ;  interior  varnished,  exterior  var- 
nished or  painted,  as  may  be  approved  by  the  landscape 
architects.  Canoes  to  be  furnished  with  life-preserving  cushions, 
as  above  described  under  the  heading  of  sail-boats. 

Oars.  —  Every  boat  to  be  supplied  with  a  boat-hook,  and  with 
oars  of  the  best  quality ;  the  oars  to  be  of  straight  or  of  spoon 
style,  as  customers  may  prefer,  leathered,  coppered,  and  var- 
nished; and  to  be  frequently  overhauled,  sand-papered,  and 
varnished,  and  otherwise  kept  in  good  order. 

Bates  of  Fare.  —  The  rates  of  fare  shall  in  no  case  exceed  the 
following,  and  shall  be  posted  conspicuously  at  all  landings  where 
all  boats  are  kept : 

Omnilms  and  fern/  boats,  running  over  a  prescribed  course,  ten 
cents  per  passenger  for  each  trip  not  exceeding  twenty  minutes  in 
length. 

Electric  Launches.  —  With  one  attendant,  three  dollars  ($3.00) 
per  hour  for  the  first  two  hours,  and  two  dollars  ($2.00)  per  hour 
for  each  hour  thereafter,  and  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars  ($20.00) 
per  day. 
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Sail-Boats.  —  Eighteen  feet  long,  with  sailing-master,  one  dollar 
and  twenty-five  cents  ($1.25)  per  hour,  five  dollars  ($5.00)  for  half 
day,  eight  dollars  ($8.00)  per  day.  If  a  sail-boat  gets  becalmed 
down  the  harbor  and  does  not  get  back  within  24  hours,  through 
no  fault  of  the  passengers,  they  shall  not  be  required  to  pay  a 
greater  rate  than  the  fare  for  one  day. 

Fishing-Boats.  —  Twenty-five  (25)  cents  per  hour,  one  dollar 
($1.00)  per  half  day,  and  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  ($1.50)  per 
day.  Fishing  outfits,  shrimp  and  clambait  will  be  supplied  at  a 
reasonable  cost. 

Bow-Booits  and  Canoes.  — Week-days,  except  Saturday  after- 
noons and  holidays,  thirty  cents  per  hour,  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents  ($1.50)  per  half  day,  and  two  dollars  ($2.00)  per  day. 

Bow-Boais  and  Canoes.  —  Saturday  afternoons,  Sundays,  and 
holidays,  forty  cents  per  hour,  two  dollars  ($2.00)  per  half  day, 
and  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  ($3.50)  per  day. 

Boto-Boats  with  cushions,  etc.,  five  cents'  per  hour  extra.  Bow- 
boats  with  rower,  twenty-five  cents  per  hour  extra.  Five-cent 
tickets  for  the  use  of  boats  are  to  be  sold  in  packages  of  one  hun- 
dred, at  a  reduction  of  25  per  cent. 

Uniforms.  —  To  be  of  yachting  style,  in  accordance  with  sam- 
ples to  be  approved  by  the  landscape  architects. 

Begvlaiions  for  Passengers.  —  All  passengers  must  conform  to 
the  police  and  other  regulations  of  the  Park  Commissioners,  and 
that  such  regulations  may  be  enforced,  one  man  in  each  boat  hav- 
ing a  boatman,  and  one  man  on  each  landing  will,  if  practicable, 
be  clothed  with  the  powers  of  special  officers. 

Qtudifications  and  Conduct  of  Boatmen,  — All  boatmen  shall 
be  skilled  in  and  accustomed  to  the  duties  in  which  they  shall  be 
employed.  When  on  duty  they  shall  be  sober,  and  shall  drink 
nothing  intoxicating ;  they  shall  be  clean  and  neat  in  person  and 
attire ;  they  shall  be  civil  and  courteous,  but  not  unreservedly 
companionable  with  their  passengers ;  they  shall  maintain  good 
temper  under  all  circumstances ;  they  shall  not  be  insolent  or  use 
foul  language  under  any  provocation;  they  shall  be  skilled  in 
swimming ;  they  shall  know  how  to  rescue  drowning  persons  and 
how  to  treat  those  apparently  drowned  with  a  view  to  their  re- 
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covery ;  they  shall  be  vigilant  and  firm  in  preventing  conduct  on 
the  part  of  any  passenger  which  is  dangerous  or  reasonably 
offensive  to  others ;  they  shall  be  vigilant  to  preserve  the  boat- 
landings,  together  with  their  boats  and  the  equipments  of  them, 
from  all  disorder,  defacement,  or  foulness,  and  quick  and  thorough 
in  the  restoration  of  cleanliness  and  good  order  upon  occasion. 

OeneraZ  Management,  —  The  business  is  to  be  managed  at  the 
landing-places  and  offices  as  well  as  in  the  boats,  with  the  pur- 
pose of  producing  a  strong  impression  that  it  is  so  scrupulously 
carried  on  under  fixed  rules  and  efficient  discipline  of  all  con- 
cerned in  it  that  the  most  timid  may  make  use  of  the  boats  with 
assurance  of  safety  and  comfort,  and  the  most  modest  and  retir- 
ing with  confidence  that  they  will  be  subject  to  no  annoyance. 
No  man  is  to  be  employed  or  be  retained  in  the  service  who 
shows  a  disposition  to  avoid  or  neglect  the  use  of  formalities  for 
this  purpose,  or  an  inclination  to  indulge  in  any  habits  adapted 
to  produce  a  counter-impression  to  that  above  stated  to  be  de- 
sired, and  any  such  person,  if  so  employed,  shall  be  discharged 
immediately  on  notice  from  the  Park  Commissioners. 
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STATUTES  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH  RELATING  TO 

PUBLIC  PARKS  m  THE  CITY  OP   BOSTON. 

[Stat.  1895.  —  Chap.  45.] 

An  Act  to  authobizb  the  Extension  of  thb  Abnold 
Abbobetum. 

Section  1.  If  the  board  of  park  commissioners  of  the  city  of 
Boston  deem  it  desirable  to  take  at  any  time^  or  from  time  to 
time,  the  whole  or  any  part  of  that  tract  of  land  in  that  part  of 
the  city  of  Boston  known  as  West  Roxbnry,  held  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College  under  the  trusts  created  by 
the  will  of  Benjamin  Bussey,  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the 
Arnold  Arboretum,  so-called,  and  for  the  purposes  and  under  the 
powers  and  limitations  set  forth  in  chapter  one  hundred  and 
eighty-five  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  and  acts  in  addition  thereto  and  amendment  thereof,  said 
board  of  park  commissioners,  acting  for  said  city  of  Boston,  is 
hereby  authorized  to  lease  such  portion  of  said  tracts  of  land  so 
taken  as  the  said  board  of  park  commissioners  may  deem  not 
necessary  for  the  use  as  parkways  and  grounds  to  the  President 
and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College  to  be  held  by  them  to  the  same 
uses  and  purposes  as  the  arboretum  is  now  held  under  the  trusts 
created  by  the  wills  of  Benjamin  Bussey  and  of  James  Arnold, 
and  for  such  a  term  and  upon  such  mutual  restrictions,  reserva- 
tions, covenants  and  conditions  as  to  the  use  thereof  by  the 
public  in  connection  with  the  uses  of  the  same  under  said  trusts, 
and  as  to  the  rights,  duties  and  obligations  of  the  contracting 
parties,  as  may  be  agreed  upon  between  said  park  commissioners 
with  the  approval  of  the  mayor  and  said  president  and  fellows. 
The  board  of  park  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  the  treasurer  on  behalf  of  the  President  and  Fellows 
of  Harvard  College,  are  hereby  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver 
any  lease  as  aforesaid. 

Sect.  2.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

(A2>proved  February  12,  1896.) 
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[Stat.  1895.  —  Chap.  186.] 
An    Act    to    authobizb    the    City  of  Boston  to  abate   a 

POBTION   OF   THE  BeTTEBMENTS     MADE   ON    ACCOUNT    OF     THE 

Laying  out  of  Jamaica  Pabk  and  Abbobway. 

Section  1.  The  city  of  Boston  may  at  any  time  within  two 
years  from  the  passage  of  this  act  authorize  the  board  of  park 
commissioners  of  said  city  to  abate  such  proportion  of  any  assess- 
ment for  a  betterment  made  on  account  of  the  laying  out  of  the 
parkways  known  as  Jamaica  Park  and  Arborway,  or  either  of 
them,  as  said  board  shall  deem  just  and  expedient,  and  may 
authorize  the  treasurer  of  said  city  to  repay  the  proportion  of 
any  assessment  which  is  paid  into  the  city  treasury,  as  said 
board  of  park  commissioners  shall  approve.  The  expenses 
incurred  under  this  act  shall  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
the  park  department  of  said  city.     / 

Sect.  2.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 
.  (Approved  March  27 plS95.) 

[Stat.  1895.  —Chap.  278.] 
An  Act  chanoino  the  Limits  within  which  Land  may  be 

TAKEN     by     the     MeTBOPOLITAN     PabK    COMMISSION    WITHIN 

THE  City  of  Medfobd. 

Section  four  of  chapter  four  hundred  and  seven  of  the  acts  of 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-three  is  hereby  amended 
by  striking  out  in  the  twenty-fifth,  twenty-sixth,  twenty-seventh 
and  twenty-eighth  lines,  the  words  '^  the  southerly  base  of  Pine 
hill,  northwesterly  through  the  southern  end  of  the  dam  of  the 
south  reservoir  of  the  town  of  Winchester,  and  extended  to  the 
western  boundary  of  said  fells,  so-called;  nor",  and  inserting 
in  place  thereof  the  words :  —  the  westerly  line  of  Forest  street, 
north  fifty-three  degrees  west,  through  a  point  three  hundred  feet 
south  of  the  southerly  base  of  Pine  hill,  and  thence  in  the  same 
course  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy  feet  to  a  point  at 
or  near  Meeting-house  brook,  so-called ;  thence  north  twenty-five 
degrees  west,  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty  feet  to  a 
point;   thence  north  fifty-four  degrees  west,  eight  hundred  and 
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thirty  feet  to  a  point ;  and  thence  north  thirty-three  degrees 
west,  to  the  boundary  line  of  the  town  of  Winchester ;  nor  east 
of  said  westerly  line  of  Forest  street  and,  —  so  as  to  read  as 
follows :  —  Section  4.  Said  board  shall  have  power  to  acquire, 
maintain  and  make  available  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  district 
open  spaces  for  exercise  and  recreation ;  and  to  this  end,  acting 
so  far  as  may  be  in  consultation  with  the  proper  local  boards, 
shall  be  authorized  to  take,  in  fee  or  otherwise,  in  the  name  and 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Commonwealth,  by  purchase,  gift,  devise  or 
eminent  domain,  lands  and  rights  in  land  for  public  open  spaces 
within  said  district,  or  to  take  bonds  for  the  conveyance  thereof; 
and  to  preserve  and  care  for  such  public  reservations,  and  also, 
in  the  discretion  of  said  board  and  upon  such  terms  as  it  may 
approve,  such  other  open  spaces  within  said  district  as  may  be 
entrusted,  given  or  devised  to  said  board  or  to  the  Commonwealth 
by  the  United  States,  or  by  cities,  towns,  corporations  or  indi- 
viduals, for  the  general  purposes  of  this  act,  or  for  any  one  or 
more  of  such  purposes  as  the  donor  may  designate :  provided^ 
however,  that  no  private  property  taken  for  the  purpose  of  this 
act  shall  be  taken  under  the  right  of  eminent  domain  without  the 
concurrence  of  a  majority  of  the  board  and  of  the  board  of  park 
commissioners,  if  any,  of  the  city  or  town  in  which  such  property 
is  situated ;  provided,  further,  that  no  land  shall  be  taken  by  the 
right  of  eminent  domain  in  that  part  of  the  city  of  Medford 
known  as  the.  Middlesex  Fells,  southerly  of  a  line  drawn  from 
the  westerly  line  of  Forest  street,  north  fifty-three  degrees  west, 
through  a  point  three  hundred  feet  south  of  the  southerly  base  of 
Pine  hill,  and  thence  in  the  same  course  two  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy  feet  to  a  point  at  or  near  Meeting-house  brook, 
so-called ;  thence  north  twenty-five  degrees  west,  two  thousand 
two  hundred  and  eighty  feet  to  a  point ;  thence  north  fifty-four 
degrees  west,  eight  hundred  and  thirty  feet  to  a  point;  and 
thence  north  thirty-three  degrees  west,  to  the  boundary  line  of 
the  town  of  Winchester ;  nor  east  of  said  westerly  line  of  Forest 
street,  and  southerly  of  a  line  drawn  from  said  southerly  base  of 
Pine  hill,  east  to  the  eastern  boundary  of  said  fells ;  provided, 
further,  that  said  board  shall  not  take  by  purchase  or  right  of 
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eminent  domain,  under  this  act,  any  land  or  other  property  to  an 
amount  exceeding  in  yalue  in  the  aggregate,  with  land  or  other 
property  previously  taken  by  purchase  or  eminent  domain  here- 
under, ninety  per  centum  of  the  total  amount  appropriated  by  the 
legislature,  or  contributed  by  individuals  or  corporations  for  that 
purpose ;  provided,  further,  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  con- 
strued to  limit  existing  rights  of  any  city  or  town  in  relation  to 
water  supply  purposes,  or  in  any  way  obstruct  their  taking  advan- 
tage of  such  rights.  In  furtherance  of  the  powers  herein  granted, 
said  board  may  employ  a  suitable  police  force,  make  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  government  and  use  of  the  public  reservations 
under  their  care,  and  for  breaches  thereof  affix  penalties  not 
exceeding  twenty  dollars  for  one  offence,  to  be  imposed  by  any 
court  of  competent  jurisdiction ;  and  in  general  may  do  all  acts 
needful  for  the  proper  execution  of  the  powers  and  duties  granted 
to  and  imposed  upon  said  board  by  the  terms  of  this  act.  Said 
board  shall  also  have  power  to  expend  such  funds,  whether  prin- 
cipal or  income,  as  may  be  given  in  trust,  as  provided  for  in 
section  five. 

(Approved  April  12,  1896.) 

[Stat.  1S96.  — Cfaap.  806.] 

An  Act  bblative  to  the  taking,  bt  the  Metbopolitan 
Pabk  Commission,  of  Revere  Beach,  so-galled,  in  the 
Town  of  Bevebb. 

Section  1.  The  metropolitan  park  commission,  created  by 
chapter  four  hundred  and  seven  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  ninety-three,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the 
provisions  of  said  act  and  of  any  acts  in  amendment  thereof  or 
in  addition  thereto,  including  chapter  four  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-four, 
may  expend  the  further  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  in 
addition  to  all  sums  hitherto  authorized  to  be  expended  by  it; 
and  to  meet  any  expenditure  under  the  authority  of  this  act  the 
treasurer  and  receiver-general  shall  issue  a  corresponding  amount 
of  scrip  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  as  an  addition  to  the 
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metropolitan  paxks  loan,  and  establish  a  sinking  fund  to  pioyide 
for  the  same;  said  scrip  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  to  be 
issued  and  said  sinking  fund  to  be  established,  assessed  and 
collected  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  sections  nine,  ten, 
eleven  and  twelve  of  said  chapter  four  hundred  and  seven. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  portion  of  its  present  location  and  property  is 
taken  by  the  metropolitan  park  commission  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  four  hundred  and  eighty-three  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-four,  the  Boston,  Bevere  Beach  & 
Lynn  Railroad  Company,  authorized  by  section  five  of  said  act 
to  take  a  new  location  within  the  town  of  Kevere,  is  hereby 
further  authorized  and  empowered,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  the  provisions  of  said  act  and  all  acts  in  amendment  thereof 
and  in  addition  thereto,  to  take  and  acquire  any  portion  of  the 
location  and  property  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  Bailroad  within 
the  town  of  Bevere,  and  to  construct,  maintain  and  operate  a 
new  line  of  railroad  thereon,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
section  five  of  said  act;  provided,  however,  that  said  Boston, 
E^vere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Company  shall  not  interfere 
with  the  operation  of  said  Boston  &  Maine  Bailroad  during  the 
period  of  six  months  from  the  time  of  taking  or  acquiring  any 
portion  of  its  location  and  property  hereunder. 

Sect.  3.  If  any  portion  of  the  location  and  property  of  the 
Boston  &  Maine  Bailroad  is  taken  by  the  Boston,  Bevere  Beach 
&  Lynn  Bailroad  Company  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or 
under  any  provisions  of  law,  said  Boston  &  Maine  Bailroad  is 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  one  hundred  and  twelve  of  the  Public  Statutes 
and  of  all  general  laws  then  in  force  relating  to  the  fixing  of  the 
route  of  railroads,  the  laying  out  of  the  same,  and  the  taking  of 
lands  and  payment  of  damages  therefor,  to  take  and  acquire  a 
new  location  and  necessary  land  and  rights  in  land  within  said 
town  of  Bevere,  and  not  a  part  of  the  lands  taken  or  acquired  by 
said  commission  as  an  open  space,  and  also  to  construct,  main- 
tain and  operate  a  new  line  of  railroad*  outside  of  the  lands 
taken  or  acquired  by  said  Boston,  Bevere  Beach  and  Lynn  Bail- 
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road  Gompanyy  in  place  of  the  portion  of  the  location  and  rail- 
road taken  or  acquired  as  aforesaid. 

Sect.  4.  The  Commonwealth  shall  compensate  said  railroad 
companies  and  each  of  them  for  all  damages  sustained  and 
expenses  incurred  by  them  and  each  of  them  by  reason  of  any 
acts  done  under  the  authority  of  this  chapter  or  of  chapter  four 
hundred  and  eighty-three  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  ninety-four;  said  damages  and  expenses  to  be 
determined  by  agreement  between  said  parties  and  each  of 
them^  and  said  board,  and  in  case  of  disagreement,  then  to  be 
determined  by  a  commission  of  three  disinterested  persons  to 
be  appointed  by  a  justice  of  the  supreme  judicial  court,  or  to  be 
determined  by  a  jury  in  the  superior  court  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  upon  petition  of  any  interested  party. 

Sect.  5.  The  metropolitan  park  commission  shall  have  the 
same  authority  to  determine  the  value  of  and  assess  upon  real 
estate  the  amount  of  betterments  accruing  to  said  real  estate  by 
reason  of  any  taking  by  said  commission,  under  any  provisions  of 
law,  of  land  for  open  spaces  for  exercise  and  recreation,  which 
is  conferred  upon  boards  of  park  commissioners  in  towns  and 
cities  by  section  seven  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  of 
the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-two. 

Sect.  6.     This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

(Approved  April  24, 1895.) 

[Stat.  1S96 — Chap.  4(M).] 

An  Act  relative  to  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission. 

Section  1.  The  metropolitan  park  commission  may,  for  all 
purposes  not  inconsistent  with  t]^e  purposes  specified  in  the  act 
establishing  said  commission,  and  acts  in  amendment  thereof  and 
in  addition  thereto,  erect,  maintain  and  care  for  buildings,  and, 
by  deed  executed,  acknowledged  and  recorded  according  to  the  laws 
of  the  Commonwealth,  grant  or  accept  and  assent  to  any  deed 
containing  reservations  of  easements,  rights  of  way  and  privi- 
leges in  life  estates,  estates  for  the  life  of  another  and  estates 
for  years,  including  leases  in,  upon,  under  and  over  any  portion 
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of  the  lands  now  or  hereafter  taken  or  acquired  by  it,  all  for 
such  considerations  and  rentals  and  upon  such  terms,  restric- 
tions, provisions  or  agreements  as  said  commission  may  deem 
best.  Said  commission  may  remove  or  sell  at  public  or  private 
sale  surplus  earth,  rock,  ice,  wood,  hay,  standing  grass,  old  build- 
ings and  materials,  and  fix  the  price  and  terms  thereof,  collect 
the  money  due  therefrom,  and  sue  to  recover  or  enforce  the  same 
in  the  courts  of  the  Commonwealth.  All  moneys  received 
therefrom  in  each  year  shall  be  accounted  for  and  paid  to  the 
treasurer  and  receiver  general  by  said  commission. 

Sect.  2.  Said  commission,  with  the  concurrence  of  a  majority 
of  the  board  of  park  commissioners,  if  any,  of  the  city  or  town 
in  which  the  property  is  situated,  may,  by  deed  executed, 
acknowledged  and  recorded  according  to  the  laws  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, accompanied  by  plan  or  survey,  also  to  be  recorded, 
abandon  any  portion  of  the  lands  or  rights  in  land  taken  or 
acquired  by  it,  and  said  abandonment  shall  revest  the  title 
thereof,  as  if  never  taken,  in  the  persons,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
in  whom  it  was  vested  at  the  time  of  taking.  If  a  majority  of 
said  commission  vote  to  abandon  any  portion  of  the  lands  or 
rights  in  land  taken  or  acquired  by  it  and  the  board  of  park 
commissioners  of  the  city  or  town  in  which  such  property  is 
situated  refuse  or  fail  to  concur  with  said  commission  within 
fourteen  days  from  the  giving  of  written  notice  of  such  vote  to 
such  board  of  park  commissioners,  then  in  such  case  said  com- 
mission, upon  notice  in  writing  of  not  less  than  seven  days  to 
such  board  of  park  commissioners,  may  appear  before  the  gov- 
ernor and  council  and  ask  for  the  concurrence  of  the  governor 
and  council  in  such  abandonment;  and  if  the  governor  and 
council  after  a  hearing  thereon  concur  in  such  abandonment  the 
same  shall  have  full  force  and  effect.  The  said  abandonment 
may  be  pleaded  in  reduction  of  damages  in  any  suit  therefor  on 
account  of  such  taking.  Said  commission,  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  majority  of  the  board  of  park  commissioners,  if  any,  in 
the  city  or  town  in  which  the  property  is  situated,  may  at  any 
time  sell  at  public  or  private  sale  any  portion  of  the  lands  or 
rights  in  land,  the  title  to  which  has  been  taken  or  received  or 
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acquired  and  paid  for  by  it,  and  may,  with  the  concurrence  of 
such  board  of  park  commissioners,  execute  and  acknowledge  a 
deed  thereof,  with  or  without  covenants  of  title  and  warranty, 
all  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  the  pur- 
chaser, his  heirs  and  assigns,  and  deposit  said  deed  with  the 
treasurer  and  receiver  general  of  the  Commonwealth,  together 
with  a  certificate  of  the  terms  of  sale  and  price  paid  or  agreed  to 
be  paid  at  such  sale;  and  said  treasurer  and  receiver  general, 
upon  receipt  of  said  price  and  upon  the  terms  agreed  in  said 
deed,  shall  deliver  the  same  to  said  purchaser.  If  a  majority  of 
said  commission  vote  to  sell  any  portion  of  the  lands  or  rights  in 
land  taken  or  acquired  by  it,  and  the  board  of  park  commission- 
ers in  the  city  or  town  in  which  such  property  or  right  in  prop- 
erty is  situated  refuses  or  fails  to  concur  with  said  commission 
within  fourteen  days  from  the  giving  of  written  notice  of  such 
vote  to  such  board  of  park  commissioners,  then  and  in  such  case 
said  commission,  upon  notice  in  writing  of  not  less  than  seven 
days  to  such  board  of  park  commissioners,  may  appear  before 
the  governor  and  council  and  ask  for  the  concurrence  of  the 
governor  and  council  in  such  sale;  and  if  the  governor  and 
council  after  a  hearing  thereon  concur  in  such  sale  it  shall  have 
full  force  and  effect.  The  treasurer  and  receiver  general  may  by 
the  attorney-general  sue  for  and  collect  the  price  and  enforce  the 
terms  of  any  such  sale. 

Sect.  3.  Said  commission  may  accept  and  maintain  as  a  por- 
tion of  the  public  reservations,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act 
establishing  said  commission,  and  acts  in  amendment  thereof  and 
in  addition  thereto,  including  this  act,  any  lands  or  rights  in 
land  which  may  be  given  to  the  Commonwealth,  provided  such 
.  lands  lie  within  the  limits  of  the  metropolitan  parks  district,  or 
without  such  limits,  but  immediately  contiguous  thereto. 

Sbot.  4  Said  commission  shall  have  the  same  power  and 
authority  to  determine  the  value  of  and  assess  upon  real 
estate  the  amount  of  betterments  accruing  to  said  real  estate 
by  reason  of  any  taking  made  by  said  commission  under 
the  provisions  of  law,  of  land  for  open  spaces  for  exercise  and 
recreation,  as  is  now  conferred  upon  boards  of  park  commission- 
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era  in  cities  and  towns  by  section  seven  of  chapter  one  hundred 
and  fifty-fonr  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
eighty-two  in  regard  to  the  location  and  laying  out  of  parks ;  and 
shall  also  have  full  power  and  authority  to  abate  such  propor- 
tion of  any  assessment  for  betterments  made  by  it  hereunder  as 
it  shall  deem  just  and  expedient ;  and  also  to  authorize  the  treas- 
urer and  receiver  general  of  the  Commonwealth  to  refund  to  the 
proper  person  or  persons  the  amount  of  such  abatement  of  any 
assessment  already  paid. 

Sect.  5.  The  treasurer  and  receiver  general  shall  pay  into  the 
metropolitan  parks  loans  sinking  fund  all  moneys  received  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act 

Sect.  6.  The  secretary  of  the  metropolitan  park  commission, 
or  such  other  person  as  said  board  may  designate,  may  have  ad- 
vanced to  him  from  the  money  in  the  treasury  of  the  Common- 
wealth known  as  the  metropolitan  parks  loan  such  sums,  not 
exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars  at  any  time,  as  the  auditor  may 
certify  to  be  necessary  to  enable  said  board  to  make  direct  pay- 
ment upon  its  pay  rolls  and  other  accounts.  The  persons  so 
designated  by  said  board  shall  give  a  bond  with  sufficient  sureties, 
to  be  approved  by  the  auditor  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  the  sum 
of  ten  thousand  dollars.  As  soon  as  may  be  after  expending  such 
advance,  and  in  any  case  within  thirty  days  from  its  receipt, 
the  person  who  has  received  the  money  from  the  Commonwealth 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  file  with  the  auditor  a  state- 
ment in  detail  of  the  sums  expended  subsequent  to  the  previous 
accounting,  approved  by  the  board,  if  any,  authorized  to  supervise 
such  expenditure,  and,  where  it  is  practicable  to  obtain  them, 
accompanied  by  receipts  or  other  like  vouchers  of  the  persons  to 
whom  the  payments  have  been  made. 

Sect.  7.  Said  commission  shall  publish  the  roles  and  regula- 
tions made  by  it  from  time  to  time.  Said  publication  shall  be 
made  at  least  six  times  in  at  least  three  newspapers  printed  and 
published  in  each  county  which  is  wholly  or  in  part  within  said 
metropolitan  parks  district,  and  such  publication  shall  be  sufficient 
notice  to  all  persons.  The  sworn  certificate  of  any  member  of 
said  commission^  or  of  its  secretary,  that  said  rules  and  regular 
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tions  have  been  published  as  herein  provided^  shall  be  prima 
facie  evidence  thereof.  A  copy  of  said  roles  and  regulations, 
attested  by  any  member  of  said  commission  or  by  its  secretary, 
shall  he  prima  foteie  evidence  that  said  rules  and  regulations  have 
been  made  by  said  commission,  as  provided  by  law. 

Sbgt.  8.  Whoever  violates  any  rule  or  regulation  lawfully 
made  by  said  commission  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceed- 
ing twenty  dollars. 

Sect.  9.  The  police  appointed  or  employed  by  said  commis- 
sion in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  four  hundred 
and  seven  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety- 
three,  and  chapter  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  of  the  acts  of  the 
year  eighteen  hiindred  and  ninety-four,  shall  have  all  the  powers  of 
police  officers  and  constables  for  the  maintenance  of  the  public 
peace  upon  any  lands,  roadways,  or  boulevards  under  its  care,  and 
upon  any  roadways  passing  through  or  bordering  upon  said  lands. 

Sbct.  10.  Said  commission  may  employ  counsel  to  advise, 
assist  and  represent  it ;  and  such  counsel,  if  approved  by  the  dis- 
trict attorney  for  any  county  within  the  park  district,  shall  have 
full  power  and  authority  to  represent  the  interests  of  the  Com- 
monwealth in  the  superior  court  in  such  county  in  all  matters 
arising  under  said  acts  or  any  of  them,  or  under  this  act;  and,  if 
approved  by  the  attorney-general,  shall  have  full  power  and  au- 
thority to  represent  the  interests  of  the  Commonwealth  in  the 
supreme  judicial  court  in  all  matters  arising  under  said  acts  or 
any  of  them,  or  under  this  act. 

\Sbct.  11.  The  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  on  the 
request  of  said  commission  certify  in  writing  under  the  seal  of 
the  Commonwealth  the  names  of  the  commissioners,  or  of  their 
secretary,  and  such  certificates  shaU  be  sufficient pWma /ocie  evi- 
dence for  any  and  all  purposes. 

(Approved  June  3,  1896.) 
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STATUTES  OF    THE    COMMONWEALTH  RELATEN^G  TO 
PUBLIC  PARKS  IN  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Ybab.   01u4>ter. 

1866.    247.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Erection  of  a  Searwall, 

and  the  filling  of  certain  flats  in  Charles  river, 

to  abate  a  nuisance. 
*1870.    283.  —  An  Act  for  the  Laying  out  of  one  or  more  Public 

Parks  in  or  near  the  City  of  Boston. 
tl875.     186.  —  An  Act  for  the  Laying  out  of  Public  Parks  in  or 

near  the  City  of  Boston. 

1880.  144  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  connection  of  the  Arnold 

Arboretum  with  the  System  of  Parks  of  the  City 
of  Boston. 

1881.  92.  —  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  for  the  Laying  out 

of  Public  Parks  in  or  near  the  City  of  Boston. 
[Charles-river  Embankment.] 

1881.  197.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Construction    of    the 

Charles-river  promenade. 

1882.  168.  —  An  Act  to  authovize  the  City  of  Boston  to  Issue 

a  Public  Park  Loan. 
1884.    226.  —  An  Act  in  relation  to  betterments  for  Locating, 
Laying  out,  and  Constructing  Streets,  Ways, 
and  Public  Parks. 

1884.  237.  —  An  Act  in  relation  to  assessments  for  Public  Im- 

provements. 

1885.  299.  —  An  Act  requiring  notice  of  assessments  of  better- 

*     ments  to  be  given  to  the  party  to  be  charged 
thereby. 
1885.     360.  —  An  Act  in  further  addition  to  an  Act  for  the  Lay- 
ing out  of  Public  Parks  in  or  near  the  City  of 
Boston.     [Marine  Park.] 

*ThU  Act  was  to  take  effect  when  accepted  by  two-thirds  of  the  legal  voters  voting 
thereon  at  the  State  election.  The  vote  in  favor  was  9,238;  against,  6,910.  The  Act  conse- 
quently was  rejected. 

fThls  Act  was  accepted  by  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  voting  thereon,  June  9,  1876 
Yeas,  8.706;  Nays,  2,811. 
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YxAR.    Ohapter. 

1886.  65.  —  An  Act  extending  the  time  for  the  completion  of 
the  Public  Park  in  the  City  of  Boston  known  as 
the  Charles-river  Embankment. 

1886.  134.  —  An  Act  to  change  a  portion  of  the  line  of  the  Sea- 
wall of  the  Public  Park  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
known  as  the  Charles^river  Embankment. 

1886.  304.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  a  Loan  for  the  construction  of 

Public  Parks  in  or  near  the  City  of  Boston. 

1887.  312.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  a  Loan  for  the  payment  for 

lands  heretofore  acquired  for  Public  Parks  in 
or  near  the  City  of  Boston. 

1887.  427.  —  An  Act  to  enlarge  the  area  for  the  proposed 

Marine  Park  of  the  City  of  Boston  between 
South  Boston  and  Castle  Island. 

1888.  376.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  refund 

a  portion  of  the  money  paid  as  betterments  for 
the  Marine  Park  in  said  City. 

1888.  392.  —  An  Act  to  enable  the  City  of  Boston^  for  the  pur- 

pose of  obtaining  lands  for  its  Public  Parks,  to 
incur  indebtedness  outside  of  the  limit  fixed 
by  law. 

1889.  129.  —  An  Act  relating  to  buildings  in  the  Public  Parks 

of  the  City  of  Boston. 

1889.  438.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  enlargement  of  the  pro- 

posed Marine  Park  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

1890.  271. — An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  ^to  incur 

indebtedness  outside  of  its  debt  limit,  to  pro- 
cure and  construct  one  or  more  Public  Parks  in 
the  Charlestown  District  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

1890.  339.  — An  Act  changing  the  boundary  between  the  City 
of  Boston  and  the  Town  of  Brookline . 

1890.  444.  — An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  authorizing  the  City  of 
Boston  to  incur  indebtedness  outside  of  its  debt 
limit  to  procure  and  construct  one  or  more 
Public  Parks  in  the  Charlestown  District  of 
the  City  of  Boston. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


320 


YsAB.    Ohspter. 

1891.  301.  —  An  Act  to  tothorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  incur 
a  debt  for  Park  purposes  beyond  the  limit  fixed 
by  law. 

1891.  344.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  con- 
struct a  Sea-wall  and  extend  the  Charles-river 
Umbankment. 

1891.  390.  —  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  the 

Charles-river  Improvement  Commission. 

1892.  371.  — An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  take 

Jamaica  Pond  and  Ward's  Pond  for  a  Public 
Park. 

1893.  126.  —  An  Act  in  relation  to  raising  the  grade   and 

changing  the  location  of  the  Providence  Divis- 
ion of  the  Old  Colony  Bailroad  in  the  City  of 
Boston. 

1893.  211.  —  An  Act  in  relation  to  the  issue  of  bonds  and  cer- 
tificates for  Park  purposes  by  the  City  of 
Boston. 

1893.  225.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  cities  and  towns  t6  establish 
and  maintain  Public  Playgrounds. 

1893,  258.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  refund 
or  abate  a  portion  of  its  betterments  assessed 
for  the  extension  of  the  Marine  Park. 

1893.  282.  —  An  Act  to  provide  for  a  Public  Park  in  Wards  6 
and  7  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

1893.  300.  —  An  Act  relative  to  the  Laying  out  of  Public  Parks 
by  towns  and  cities.      [Boulevard  Act] 

1893.  331.  —  An  Act  relative  to  leasing  open  spaces  for  €rar- 
dens  and  Playgrounds  by  cities  and  towns. 

1893.  407.  —  An  Act  to  establish  a  Metropolitan  Park  Com- 
mission. 

1893.  416.  —  An  Act  relating  to  an  Act  relative  to  the  Lay- 
ing out  of  Public  Parks  by  towns  and  cities. 
[Amending  Stat.  1893,  Chap.  300.] 

1883.  435.  —  An  Act  in  relation  to  the  construction  of  a  Sea- 
wall and  the  extension  of  the  Charles-river 
Embankment  by  the  City  of  Boston. 
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YK4B.    Chapter. 

1893.  476.  —  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  Improyement  of  Charles 

river. 

1894.  288.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Metropolitan  Park  Com- 

mission to  construct  Eoadways  and  Boulevards. 

1894.  396.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  incur 
indebtedness  beyond  the  limit  fixed  by  law^  for 
Park  purposes. 

1894.  483.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Commonwealth  to  acquire 
the  location  in  part  of  the  Boston^  Revere 
Beach^  &  Lynn  Railroad,  and  to  authorize  a 
relocation  in  part  of  said  railroad. 

1894.  509. —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Metropolitan  Park  Com* 

mission  to  expend  a  sum  of  money,  in  addition 
to  the  amounts  heretofore  authorized,  for  open 
spaces  along  or  near  the  Charles  river. 

1895.  45.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Extension  of  the  Arnold 

Arboretum. 

1895.  186.  — An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  abate 

a  Portion  of  the  Betterments  made  on  account 
of  the  Laying  out  of  Jamaica  Park  and  Arbor- 
way. 

1896.  272.  —  An  Act  changing  the  Limits  within  which  Land 

may  be  taken  by  the  Metropolitan  Park  Com- 
mission within  the  City  of  Medf  ord. 

1895.  305.  —  An  Act  relative  to  the  taking  by  the  Metropolitan 
Park  Commission  of  Revere  Beach,  so-called, 
in  the  town  of  Revere. 

1895.  450.  —  An  Act  relative  to  the  Metropolitan  Park  Com*- 
mission. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


I 


122 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  PARK  COMMISSIONT»S 
OF  THE  CITT  OF  BOSTON  FROM  ITS  ORGANIZA- 
TION, WITH  THEIR  TERMS   OF  SERVICE. 

T.  Jefferson  Coolidge.  — Appointed  July  8, 1876,  for  the  term 

ending  April  30,  1879.    Resigned  December  11,  1876. 
Charles  H.  Dalton.  —  Appointed  July  8,  1875,  for  the  term 

ending  April  30,  1877.     Reappointed  in  1877,  1880,  and 

1883.    Resigned  May  11,  1885. 
William  Gray,  Jr.  —  Appointed  July  8,  1875,  for  the  term 

ending  April  30, 1878.     Reappointed  in  1878  and  1881, 

and  served  until  the  expiration  of  his  term,  April  30, 

1884. 
Charles  S.  Storrow.  —  Appointed  December  11, 1876,  in  place  of 

T.  Jefferson  Coolidge,  resigned.    Reappointed  in  1879,  for 

the  term  ending  April  30, 1882.     Resigned  May  19,  1879. 
Henry  Lee.  —  Appointed  May  19, 1879,  in  place  of  Charles  S. 

Storrow,  resigned.    Reappointed  in  1882,  and  served  until 

the  expiration  of  his  term,  April  30, 1885. 
Benjamin  Dean.  —  Appointed  February  24,  1885,  to  succeed 

William  Gray,  Jr.,  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1887. 

Reappointed  in  1887,  and  served  until  June  2,  1890. 
Patrick  Maouire.  —  Appointed  February  24,  1885,  to  succeed 

Henry  Lee,  for  the  term  ending  April  30, 1888,  and  served 

until  February  20, 1889. 
John  F.  Andrew.  —  Appointed  May  11, 1885,  in  place  of  Charles 

H.  Dalton,  resigned.     Reappointed  in  1886,  and  served 

until  May  13, 1889.    Appointed  July  16, 1894,  to  succeed 

Paul  H.  Kendricken,  and  served  until  May  30, 1895. 
Isaac  Fenno.  —  Appointed  February  11, 1889,  to  succeed  Patrick 

Maguire,  and  served  until  the  expiration  of  his  term,  April 

30, 1891. 
Thomas  L.  Livermorb.  —  Appointed  May  6,  1889,  to  succeed 

John  F.  Andrew,  for  the  term  ending  April  30, 1892,  and 

served  until  April  30,  1893. 
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Francis  A.   Walker.  —  Appointed  May  19,  1890,  to  suooeed 

Benjamin  Dean,  for  the  term  ending  April  30|  1893.   Beap- 

pointed  for  the  term  ending  April  30, 1896. 
Paul  H.  Kbndriokbn.  —  Appointed  March  30, 1891,  to  succeed 

Isaac  Fenno,  for  the  term  ending  April  30,   1894,  and 

served  until  July  30,  1894. 
Oharlbs  F.  Spraoue.  —  Appointed  April  17,  1893,  to  succeed 

Thomas  L.  Livermore,  for  the  term  ending  April  30, 1895. 

Eesigned  January  14, 1895. 
Edward  C.  Hodqes.  —  Appointed  January  14^  1895,  iir  place  of 

Charles  F.  Sprague,  resigned ;  also  for  the  term  ending 

April  30,  1898. 
Laban  Pratt.  —  Appointed  June  10, 1895,  for  the  term  ending 

April  30, 1897,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of 

John  F.  Andrew. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  PARKS. 


REPORT. 

Hon.  Josiah  Quinct, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston : 

Sm :  In  accordance  with  the  proyisions  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances,  which  require  every  officer  and  board  in  charge 
of  a  department  to  transmit  to  the  Mayor  a  report  contain- 
ing a  statement  of  the  acts  and  doings,  and  receipts  and 
expenditures,  of  the  department  for  the  preceding  financial 
year,  the  Board  submits  the  following  report:  — 

Financial  Statements. 

I. 

Receipts  and  JBxpendituree  of  the  Department  for  the  Twelve 
Months  ending  Jan.  Sl^  1897. 

MAIN  PABK  SYSTEM. 
I«AND,   eONSTBUCTIOH    AND    MAINTXNANOS. 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks  $298,857  02 

Amoant  transferred  from  appropriation  for  Main- 
tenance         81,032  60 

Amount  contributed  by  abutters  Oommonwealth 
ftTB 5,000  00 
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OOlfMONWBAIiTH  AyBNUB. 
BZFBNDITURBS  FOR  CONSTBUCTIOR. 

Roadways,  Sidewalks,  Gutters  and  Drainage. 

Boadways:  labor  and  mate- 
rials       3592  86 

Sidewalks:  labor  and  mate- 
rials       404  01 

Signs  and  notices  ...         20  17 

Engineers  and  expenses      .  3  54 

«1,020  60 

Plantations. 
Labor  and  expenses f  170  15 

Plans  and  Designs. 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses  .       .  90 

$1,191  85 

Fbns. 
bxpbnditukbs  fob  con8tbuction. 
Grading,  Loam  and  General  Work. 
General  work:    labor   and 

materials     ....     3452  00 
Engineers  and  expenses      .         68  50 

352100 

Boating  Service. 
Labor  and  materials $296  04 

Roadways,  Sidewalks,  Gutters  and  Drainage, 

Sidewalks :  labor  and  mate- 
rials       3146  54 

Drainage:  labor  and  mate- 
rials       36  48 

3183  02 

Plantations 
Labor  and  expenses 3166  07 

Plans  and  Designs. 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses  .       .       323  57         31»189  70 

Amount  carried  forward,  32,381  30 
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Amount  brought/orward,  $2,381  35 

BiYS&WAT. 
BZPKNDXTUBBS  POB  CONSTRUCTION. 

Boadways,  Sidewalks,  Gutters  and  Drainage. 

Roadways:  labor  and  mate- 
rials       $2,845  15 

Gutters:  labor  and  mate- 
rials       1,697  18 

Sidewalks :  labor  and  mate- 
rials            842  87 

84.785  20 

Clearing,  Grading,  Loam  and  General  Work. 

Baperlntendence  and  gen- 
eral work    ....     $897  18 

Engineers  and  expenses  417  63 

Loam:  labor  and  materials,       371  61 

Grading:  labor  and  mate- 
rials      349  89 

Fence :  labor  and  materials,       272  81 

32,309  12 

Retaining  Wall. 
Labor  and  materials    ....  $2,027  52 

Plantations. 
Labor  and  expenses $588  34 

Water  Supply. 
Water-pipes  and  labor        ....     $440  40 

Plans  and  Designs. 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses  .       .      $399  85 

Bo<Uing  Service. 
Labor  and  materials $181  21 

Administration  Building. 
Labor,  expenses,  furnishing,  etc.      .  $93  60 

$10,825  24 

Lbybbbtt  Park, 
bxpbnditubbs  fob  land  and  constbuction. 
Land. 
Expenses  in  trials  of  suits  .  $9,053  07 

Amounts  carried  forward,  $9,053  07       $13,206  59 
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Am(mrU  brfAight  forward,  $9,058  07       $18,206  50 

PUuUaHonB. 
Laltor  and  expenBes     ....        $10,763  87 

Roadways,  SidewaUu,  OutUrt  and  Drainage, 

Draixiage:  labor  and  mate- 
riala $2,073  42 

Boadways :  labor  and  mate- 
rials             347  35 

Gutters:  labor  and  mate- 
rials      8  24 

$2,429  01 

Clearing,  Grading,  Loam  and  General  Work. 

General  work:  labor  and 
materials     ....  $1,660  78 

Grading:  labor  and  mate- 
rials       302  94 

Engineers  and  expenses      .       265  32 

Clearing  ground :  labor  and 
materials     ....         66  14 

Loam:  labor  and  materials,  3  26 

$2,198  43 

Plans  and  DeHgns. 
Landscape  arcbltects  and  expenses  .       .     $410  63 

Water  Supply, 
Water-pipes  and  labor         ....      $101  99 

Retaining  Wall, 

Labor $2  67 

824,968  97 

jAlCiLlOA  PAKK. 
EXPXNDITUBKS  FOB  GONSTBUOTION. 

Pine  Bank  House. 

Building:  amount  paid 
under  contract  .        .        .  $6,127  82 

Drainage:  labor  and  mate- 
rials       2,969  06 

Wheelwright  and  Haven  for 
superintendence        .       .       683  64 

Heating :  amount  paid 
under  contract  .       .  466  76 


Amounts  carried  forward,  $10,146  26  $38,166  66 
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Jmovnts  brought  forward^  $10,146  26 

liabor  and  f arnlBhing  .  235  43 

Insnranoe  .  216  00 

Electric    wiring:     amonnt 

paid  under   contract       .  101  55 


$38,165  66 


$10,749  24 


Clearing,  Grading  and  Cfeneral  Work, 

General  work:  labor  and 
materials     .       ...       .     $528  83 

Engineers  and  expenses 

Grading:  labor  and  mate- 
rials     .... 

Grading:   advertising  con- 


tract    .... 
Clearing  grounds :  labor  and 
materials     . 


486  50 
220  84 
22  00 
15  00 


$1,272  67 


Plantations. 

Labor  and  expenses $440  21 

Machinery,  TooU  and  Implements, 
Lawn  mowers  and  ice  tools  •       .     $381  30 

Retaining  Wall*. 

Xiabor  and  materials $163  01 

Plans  and  Designs. 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses  .       .     $110  96 

OtUters. 

Labor  and  materials $7  39 

Gate  House. 
Labor  and  materials $2  79 


$13,127  66 


Abbobwat. 
bzpbxn>itubes  fob  land  ajtd  conbtbuction. 
Land. 
Expenses  in  trials  of  suits  .       .  $ltll6  62 

Eoadvays,  Sidewalks,  Gutters  and  Drainage. 
Headways :  labor  and  mate- 
rials       $6,469  94 

Drainage:  ^abor  and  mate- 
rials     .....       682  61 

Gutters 245  50         .^  ^  ^ 

$6,398  06 


AmounU  carried  forward, 


$7,513  67       $61,293  12 
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Amounts  brought  forward,  $7^13  67       $51,293  12 

Clearing,  Orading,  Loam  and  General  Work. 
Grading:  labor  and  mate- 

rialB $3,i26  96 

Engineers  and  expenses      .       298  00 
General   work:    labor   and 

materials     .       .       .  244  07 

$3,969  52 

WcUer  Supply, 
Water-pipes  and  labor         ....  $1,724  85 

Retaining  Walls. 
Labor $470  00 

Plans  and  Designs. 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses  .       .       $58  55 

Stony  Brook  Bridge. 

Labor  and  materials $19  00 

$13,755  69 

Abhold  Abbobbtum  and  Bussbt  Pabk. 

BXPXNDirUBBS  FOB  LAin>  AND  CONSTBUCTION. 

Land. 
Amount  paid  for  land $2,746  97 

Machinery  f  Tools  and  Implements, 
Crasher  plant $2,988  73 

Orading. 
Amount  paid   under    con- 
tract      $1,949  50 

Labor  and  materials     .  308  89 

Advertising  contract    .  37  58 

$2,295  97 

Roadtoays,  Walks  and  Drainage. 

Engineers  and  expenses      .  $1,265  74 
General  work:  labor    .       .       365  50 
Drainage:  labor  and  mate- 
rials       304  89 

$1,936  13 

Amounts  carried  forward,  $9,967  80       $65,048  71 
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Amounts  brought  forward^  $9,967  80       S65,0i8  71 

Plana  and  Designs. 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses  .        .     $125  68 


Boundary  Walls  and  Gateways. 


Advertising  and  printing 


$36  50 


$10,129  98 


Wkst  Bozbubt  Pabkwat. 

BZPSNDirnBSfl  FOB  LAND  AND  GONSTBUCTIOV. 

Land, 
Amonnt  paid  for  land  ....       $110,094  35 

Clearing,  Grading  and  General  Work. 
Engineers  and  expenses      .  $2,593  37 
Grading:   labor  and  mate- 
rials             138  00 

Clearing  grounds  ...         49  67 
General  work        ...  2  10 

$2,783  14 

Plans  and  Designs. 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses    .       .    $465  72 


$113,343  21 


FBAKKiiiN  Park. 

BZPBVDITUBSS  FOB  GONSTBUCTION. 

R^ectory  Building. 

Amount  paid  under  con- 
tract    ....         $20,300  00 

Amount  paid  under  con- 
tract for  plumbing  .        .     7,057  80 

Labor  and  materials     .       .    2,168  33 

Oooking  apparatus       .        .     1,849  97 

Amount  paid  under  con- 
tract for  electric  work  .     1,275  00 

Amount  paid  under  con- 
tract for  electric  fixtures,     1,272  60 

Insurance       ....     1,125  00 

Drainage:  labor  and  mate- 
riaU 1,078  88 

Hartwell,  Bichardson  & 
Driver,  plans  and  super- 
intendence ....     1,000  00 

Amount  paid  under  con- 
tract for  terra  cotta       .       419  00 


$37,546  57 


Amounts  carried  forward, 


$37,546  57        $188,521  90 
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Amounts  brought  foneard,  937,646  57      9188,621  90 

Clearing^  Orading,  Drainage  and  Oenoral  Work, 

Orading,  labor  and  mate- 
rials     ....        916,666  89 

General  work,  labor  and 
materials    ....    7,217  97 

Engineers   and    expenses,    8,766  64 

Olearing  grounds,  labor  and 
materials    .  178  00 

Drainage,  labor  and  mate- 
rials      37  87 

921,856  77 

BoadM  and  Walks. 
Surfacing  roads  and  walks,  910,032  63 
Grading  roads  and  walks    .    8,271  08 

918,303  61 

Plantations. 
Labor  and  expenses 98,786  24 

WaUs  and  Steps,  B^eotory  EUl. 
Labor  and  materials 96,424  52 

Carriage  Sheds. 

Amount  paid  under  con- 
tract      96,000  00 

Drainage:  labor  and  mate- 
rials       109  60 

Adyertising  contract    .       .        93  00 

96,202  60 

Plans  and  Designs, 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses  .       .  92,406  92 

Park  Wall  and  Gateways. 
Labor  and  materials    .       .  .       .  91»104  57 

Water  Supply. 
Water-pipes  and  labor        •       .       .       .  9l|066  87 

SeserwHr. 
Labor  and  materials 9666  87 

Tools  and  Improvements. 
DriU 963  82 

Structures. 

Emerson  tablet 99  36 

9110,336 12 

Amount  carried  fortoard,  9208^867  02 
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Amount  tnrmght  forward,  $296,807  02 

EZPSNDITURBS  FOB  MAXNTBlTAJrOB. 
GOKMOKWBALTH  AYBNUB. 

Care  of  Oraunds,  Eoads  and  WalJu. 
Labor  and  materials     .       .$12,407  53 
Plantation!:  labor  and  ex- 
penses   1,708  82 

Bridge 261  03 

General  work  106  08 

Drainage  104  09 

Settees,  signs  and  fence  116  09 

Establishing  building  line,         88  00 

$14,942  64 

FXNS,  BXYKRWAT,  LBYnBBTT  PABK,  JAMAICA  PABK  AND  ABBOBWAT. 

Care  of  Orounde,  Roads,  Walke  and  BuUdinge, 

Boads  and  walks :  labor  and 
expenses  .  $22,386  68 

Sewer  assessment                .  4,973  09 

Plantation      ....  3,140  22 

Skating 2,872  41 

Buildings:  labor  and  ex- 
penses    1,793  09 

Grounds:  labor  and  mate- 
rials        1,440  27 

General  work                       .  1,342  46 

Live  stock      ....  863  12 

Drainage  636  71 

Settees  and  signs  .  203  11 

Engineers  and  expenses      .  210  19 

Pumping-station :  labor  and 

materials     .               .       .  174  10 

Bepairs:  Stony-brook  gate- 
house     83  90 

Bridges 48  62 

Bepairs,  coTcred  channel, 
Muddy-river  and  gate- 
house     34  86 

Boating  service     ...  9  16 

$40,262  54 

ABNOLD  ABOBBTUM. 

Care  qf  Roada  and  Walks. 
Watchman,  labor  and   ex- 
penses   $3,337  48 

Drainage  ....  07  00 
General  work  ...  22  30 
Settees 9  00 

$3,420  83 

Amounts  carried  forward,  $08,621  01     $298,807  02 
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Amounta  trought  forward, 


808,621  01      $298,867  02 


FRANKLIN  PABK. 


Care  qf  Orounda,  Roads,  Walk*  and  BuUdiTigs. 
Boads  and  walks :  labor  and 


expenses     . 

$13,044  74 

Grounds .       .       .       . 

.    6,343  32 

Buildings:   labor  and 

ex- 

penses .       .       .       . 

.     3,579  40 

Sheep-fold      . 

.     2,187  96 

Live  stock 

.        440  39 

Plantations    . 

.        371  69 

Settees  and  signs  . 

315  73 

Drainage 

.        255  36 

(General  work 

196  29 

Engineer's  expenses 

76  71 

$27,411  59 

$86,032  60 

$384,889  62 

MABINE  PABK  SYSTEM. 
ULTim,    OONBTBUOnON    Ain>    MAINTBNAirCE. 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  Strandway  $37,640  33 
Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks      .         31,136  09 
Amount  transferred  from  appropriation  for  Main- 
tenance           6,925  64 

DORCHXSTEBWAT. 
BZPSNDirnBBS  FO&  0ON8TBUCTION. 

Roadways,  Sidewalks,  Gutters  and  Drainage, 

Boadways :  labor  and  mate- 
rials     .....  $9,341  37 

Gutters:    labor  and   mate- 
rials       1,686  01 

Sidewalks :  labor  and  mate- 
rials             552  75 

Drainage:  labor  and  mate- 
rials       160  01 

$11,740  14 

Clearing,  Orading,  Loam  and  General  Work. 
General  work:    labor  and 

materials     ....     $508  00 
Engineers  and  expenses     .       205  05 
Loam :  labor  and  materials,       119  14 
Grading:   labor  and  mate- 
rials       72  34 

$904  53 

$12,644  67 

Amount  carried  forward,  $12,644  67 


$75,702  06 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $12,644  67 

Strandwat. 
■zpenditubkb  for  laltd  asstd  con8tbuctior. 
Land. 
Expenses  in  trials  of  suits  ....       $50  00 

Seorwall  aii%d  Grading, 
Amount   paid    under    con- 
tract    ....         $22,296  30 
Adrertising  contract   .        .         73  51 

$22,368  81 

Filling, 
Amount   paid    under   con- 
tract      $7,747  50 

Advertising  contract    .        .         61  50 

$7,809  00 

Clearing,  Grading,  Loam  and  General  Work, 

Engineers  and  expenses      .  $4,510  39 

Grading:  labor  and  mate- 
rials       1,746  59 

Loam:  amount  paid  under 
contract       .        .        .       .       811  72 

Borings:  labor  and  mate- 
rials             245  18 

General  work:  labor  and 
materials     .       .        .        .        102  82 

Signs 7  00 

Fence 2  81 

$7,426  51 

Plans  and  Designs, 

Landscape  architects  and  expenses  .  $36  01 

$37,690  88 

Mabznk  Park. 

EXFBimiTnRBS  FOR  CONSTRUCTIOW. 

Head  House, 

Electric  light 
plant :  amount 
paid  under  con- 
tract   .  .  $2,300  50 

Laundry  machin- 
ery: amount 
I>aid  under  con- 
tract   .        .       .     1,674  29 

Carpentry,  paint- 
ing and  wire 
screens       .  1,538  64 

Amt,  ear*dfor'd,  $5,513  43  $50,335  00 
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AmetWt/oi'd,   18^13  43  «50,83S  00 


Insorance 

1,440  00 

Building:  amount 

paid  under  con- 

tract    • 

1,000  00 

Labor  and  mate- 

rials   . 

915  08 

Plumbing 

900  68 

Oooking     range 

and   apparatus : 

fiunount  paid  un- 

der contract 

809  18 

Elevator:  amount 

paid  under  con- 

tract   . 

642  60 

Electric  fixtures  • 

466  37 

Electric     wiring: 

amount  paid  un- 

der contract 

466  84 

Stone  &  Webster: 

electric        engi- 

neers . 

806  86 

Refrigerator  . 

260  00 

Heating     appara- 

tus :  amount  paid 

under  contract  . 

208  00 

Furnishing    . 

93  68 

60  00 

Materials       . 

2176 

Wheelwright      & 

Haven:     archi- 

tects   . 

900 

$13,032  77 

Clearing,  Orading,  Loam  and  OenenU  Work* 

Grading:       labor 

and   materials  . 

$913  29 

Engineef  s  and  ex- 

penses 

637  24 

Loam:  labor  and 

materials    . 

281  88 

Ctoneral       work: 

labor  and  mate- 

rials   .       . 

231  36 

Signs:  labor. 

12  78 

$2,028  66 

niUng. 

Amount  paid  for  fiUing       .  91,409  48 

AmounU  earrMi  forward,  $16,618  80  $60,836  00 
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Amount*  brought  fwnoard,  $16,618  80  $60,835  00 

Boating  Sertdee* 
Labor  and  materials     .  $918  89 

PlantatUma. 
Labor  and  expenses  $633  89 

Temporary  Structures. 
Pier        .       .        .       $26  11 
Building  6  60 

$32  61 

Roadwaye,  Quttere,  Sidewalks  and  Drainage, 
Boadways:  labor  and  mate- 
rials             $28  76 

Plane  and  Designs. 
Landscape    architects    and 
expenses     ....        $7  07 

$18,139  61 

0A8TLB  ISLAND. 

Clearing,  Orading,  Loam  and  OenercU  Work. 
Grading:    labor 

and  materials  .       $81  60 
Engineers  and  ex- 
penses 60  00 

$141  60 

Plantations. 
Labor  and  expenses  $122  01 

Drainage. 

Labor  and  materials  $38  40 

$301  91 

BXPXMDITUBBS  VOB  HAINTBNUTCB. 

Care  of  Orownds,  Roads,  Walks  and  Buildings. 

Grounds,  roads  and  walks  : 
labor  and  expenses   .       .  $2,619  78 

Buildings:  labor  and  ex- 
penses   2,480  00 

Plantations    .       .       .       .       610  67 

General  work:  labor  and 
materials     .       .       .  890  60 

Sewer  assessment  348  19 

Castle  Island  Bridge    .  210  81 


Jmaunts  oarried forward,    $6,660  06       $18,44142       $60,386  00 
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Amounts  brought  forward,  $6,d60  05       $18,441  42       $90,336  00 
Boating  service     ...         64  61 
Settees  and  signs  ...         63  00 

Pier 53  14 

Engineer's  expenses  .         51  45 

Drainage         ....         33  39 


6,d25  64 


26,367  06 


$75,702  06 


CHABLESBANK. 
CONSTRUCTION    ANI>    MAINTENANCE. 

Amount  transferred  from  appropriation  for  Main- 


tenance         

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks 


$12,962  24 
173  20 


$13,135  44 


Labor  and  materials 
Labor  and  expenses 


BXPBNDrrUIlSS  FOR  GONSTBUCnON. 

Women*8  Lavatory  Building. 
$161  70 


Plantaiion8, 


$11  50 


$173  20 


BXPBNBITUBBS  FOB  MAINTBNANGB. 

Care  of  Grounds  and  Buildings, 
Men's  gymnasium— 

Grounds  and  apparatus :  labor  and 

expenses $2,668  26 

Building:  labor  and  expenses    .        .  1,848  06 
Women's  gymnasium — 

Grounds  and  apparatus :  labor  and 

expenses 2,030  64 

Building :  labor  and  expenses     .        .  856  95 

Grounds  and  walks :  labor  and  ex- 

.  penses 1,569  87 

Plantations :  labor  and  expenses  1,511  22 

Searwall:  labor  and  expenses     .  843  14 

Skating:  labor  and  expenses       .       .  842  54 

Men's  Baths 398  44 

General  work:  labor  and  expenses    .  225  78 

Settees,  signs  and  fence        .       •       .  100  31 

Boating  services     .....  37  24 

Engineer's  expenses      ....  17  48 

Drainage 12  31 


12,962  24 


$13,136  44 
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WOOD  ISLAND  PABK. 
OOKSTBUCTION    AND    MAXNTENANOB. 

Amount  transferred  from  appropriation  for  Main- 
tenance         ^7^046  11 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks     .  3  383  63 

BZPBNDrrURBS  POB  CONSTRUCTION. 

Electric  Lighting, 
Lamp-posts  and  cable  .  $1,934  23 

Play9tead. 
Labor  and  materials      ....  se05  82 

Men's  OymnaHum  Grounds  and  Apparatus, 

Grounds:  labor  and  mate- 
rials       $255  93 

Apparatus:  labor  and  mate- 
rials              175  62 

$43156 

Grading,  Loam  and  General  Work. 

Grading:  labor  and  mate- 
rials           $118  17 

General  work:  labor  and 
materials     ....         64  95 

Engineers  and  expenses  14  50 

$197  62 

Roads,  Walks  and  Drainage. 

Drainage:  labor  and  mate- 
rials       $58  87 

Surfacing:  labor  and  mate- 
rials       38  00 

$96  87 

Plantations, 
Labor  and  expenses 72  89 

Field  House. 
Labor,  expense  and  furnishing  .       .       .        82  15 

Women's  B€Uh  Souse, 

Labor 12  50 

3,383  63  • 

AfMmnt  carried  forward,  $3,383  63 


$10,429  74 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $3,383  63 

BXFSVDITU&U  FOK    MAUrCBHAHCB. 

Care  of  Qrounds,  Walks  and  Buildings. 

Gronnds  and  apparatus:    labor  and 
expenses $2,d33  10 

Men's   GymnaBinm  Building:   labor 
and  expenses 2,267  95 

Skating:  labor  and  expenses      .  1,078  74 

Plantations :  labor  and  expenses        .  364  24 

Playstead :  labor  and  expenses  .       .  132  36 

General  work 112  97 

Women's  bath  house :  labor  and  ex- 
penses    109  26 

Engineer's  expenses      ....  43  92 

Settees  and  signs 13  58 

7,046  11 

$10429  74 

CHABLBSTOWN  HEIGHTS. 
<X>NBTBUOTION    AKD    MAIKTSNANOi:. 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks     .         $6,104  84 
Amount  transferred  from  appropriation  for  Main- 
tenance           .  2,574  01 

$7,678  85 

KXFBITDITUSBS  FOB  COJXSTRVCaOV. 

Retaining  Wall 
Amount  paid  under  contract  $3,962  49 
Labor  and  materials      .        .      146  65 
Advertising  contract     .  80  29 

$4,189  33 

Clearing  and  Grading  Grounds,  Loam  and  General  Work. 
Engineers  and  expenses      .     $327  33 
General  work:   labor  and 
materials     .  100  77 

$428  10 

Plant<Uions. 
Labor  and  expenses $254  39 

Flag  Staff, 
Labor  and  materials $165  32 

Sidewalks,  Ghitters  and  Drainage, 
Drainage :  labor  and  materials  .  $42  23 

Shelter  Building. 

Labor  and  materials $25  47 

$6,104  84 

Amount  carried  forward,  $5,104  94 
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Amount  brought  fortcard,  $5,10ft  84 

BZPBHDITUBU  FOB  MAXKTSNAHCB. 

Cars  of  OrauncU,  Walks  and  Buildings, 
Buildings :  labor  and  material  $939  M 

Plantations:  "         "  "  .        .         902  36 

Grounds  and  walks :  labor  and  material,         677  82 
General  work:  "       "  •'  7161 

Sand  courts 46  83 

Signs  16  00 

Engineer's  expenses         ....  16  19 

Drainage 4  67 

2,674  01 

$7,678  86 

CHABLESTOWN  PLAYGBOUND.  -^^sb 

OON8TBUCTION    ANJ>    MAINTBirAKCE. 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks     .         $1,428  90 
Amount  transferred  from  appropriation  for  Main- 
tenance ...  60  91 

$1,489  81 

BXPBNDITUBBS  FOB  CONBTBUCTZON. 

Clearing  and  Grading  Grounds  and  General  Work, 
Grading:  labor  and  materials  $1,292  68 

General  work:  labor  and  materials   .  33  00 

Engineers  and  expenses       ...  3  02 

$1,328  70 

Plans  and  Designs, 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses    ....  $78  43 

Plantations, 

Labor  and  expenses $21  77 

$1,428  90 

BXPBNDITUBBS  FOB  MAIBTBHANCB. 

Cars  of  Grounds^  Walks  and  Buildings, 
Grounds  and  walks :  labor $60  91 

$1,489  81 

DOBGHESTEB  PABK. 
OONSTBUOnON. 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks      ....  $92  96 

BXPBNDITUBBB  FOB  OONSTBUCTION. 

Plans  and  Designs. 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses $92  96 
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FRANKLIN  FIELD. 

OON8TKUOTION  AKI>  MAINTENAHOB. 

Amount  transferred  from  appropriation  for  Main- 
tenance  $2,638  74 

Amount  transferred  from  loan  for  Public  Parks  442  09 

$3,080  83 

BZPBNDITUBBS  FOR  CONSTBUCTION. 

Tools  and  ImplemenU, 
Lawn  mower  and  ice  tools   .       .        .  $254  75 

Plantations, 
Labor  and  exi>en8es      ....  $150  84 

Clearing,  Oradingt  Drainage,  and  General  Work, 
Grading:  labor  and  materials  .  $36  50 


$442  09 


SXPEKDrTTTBBS  FOB  MAINTKNANCB. 

Care  of  Grounds,  Walks,  and  Buildings. 

Skating:  labor $1,702  67 

Grounds  and  walks :  labor  ...  813  94 

Engineer's  expenses     ....  122  13 

$2,638  74 


$3,060  83 


PUBLIC  PABK,  NOBTH  END. 
LAND  AND  CONSTBUCTIOK. 

From  appropriation  for  Public  Park,  North  End    ....    $59,302  73 

EXPBNDITUBBS  FOB  LAITD  AND  GON8TBUCTION. 

Land, 
Amount  paid  for  land    ....       $11,327  39 
Expenses  in  trials  of  suits    •        •        .  175  00 

$11,502  39 

Clearing,  Grading,  and  General  Work, 
Grading :  amount  paid  under  contract,      $37,062  03 
Engineers  and  expenses  .        .  4,250  04 

Sand  courts 13  00 

General  work 12  30 


$41,337  37 


Amount  carried  forward^  $62,&39  76 
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AmtmnX  brottght  forward,  $52,SSd  76 

Walls,  Drainage  and  Grading-^  Copp'9  HUl  Terraces. 
Amonnt  paid  under  contract       .       .         S5Jd9  35 

Labor 401  40     . 

Advertising  contract     ....  69  83 

86,260  08 

Sidewalks,  Outters,  and  Drainage. 
Drainage  and  materials  982  43 

Sidewalks:  labor  and  materials  .       .  80  84 

$163  27 

Plans  and  Designs. 
Landscape  architects  and  expenses   ....  $31  72 

Strtictwes. 
Temporary  building $7  40 


$59,302  73 


NEPONSET  PLAYGEOUND. 
LAND  ACCOUNT. 

From  Appropriation  for  Neponset  Playground       ....        $433  84 

Expenditures. 
Surveying  and  plans $433  84 

PARK  DBPARTMBNT. 
Amount  transferred  from  appropriation  for  Maintenance  $7,243  04 

OFITCB  BXPEKSBS. 

Salary  of  Secretary  and  Clerk $3,000  00 

Clerical  service  at  office 1,800  00 

Telephone,  messenger  service,  and  incidental  ex- 
penses    1,133  49 

Printing  annual  report,  etc 860  14 

Travelling  expenses 181  50 

Carriage-hire .  142  25 

Stationery 122  07 

Plans 3  59 

$7,243  04 

APPBOPELA.TION  FOE  MAINTENANCE.  *=^^ 

Appropriation  for  the  financial  year  1896-97  .      $110,000  00 

Amount  transferred  by  City  Auditor  10,483  29 

Amount  contributed  by  abutters,  Commonwealth 

avenue 5,000  00 

$125,483  29 
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Fens,  Biverway,  Leverett  Park,  Jamaica  Park, 

andAxborway $40,252  64 

FrankUnPark 27.41159 

Commonwealth  avenue 14,942  64 

Charlesbank 12,962  24 

Park  Department 7,243  04 

Wood  Island  Park 7,046  11 

Marine  Park  System 6,925  64 

Arnold  Arboretum  and  Bnssey  Park  3,426  83 

FrankUn  Field 2,638  74 

Gharlestown  Heights 2,674  01 

Charlestown  Playground 60  91 

tl26,483  8» 

INCOME. 
BeceipU. 

Received  from  rents  and  sale  of  buildings,  wool,  sheep,  grass, 
and  wood $1,996  3T 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  STRANDWAY  FROM  MARINB  PARK  WEST. 

Amount  of  appropriation  authorized  by  City  Council  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Mayor,  July  9, 1896,  and  issued  in  1896        .        .  $100,000  00 

JE^spendituret, 

Paid  on  account  of  construction         ....       $37,640  38 
Balance  unexpended,  Jan.  31,  1897    ....         62,369  67 

$100,000  00 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  PUBLIC  PARK,  NORTH  END. 

1  Public  Park  Loan,  Wards  6  and  7 : 

Balance  unexpended  Jan.  31, 1896      ....        $37,252  64 

Loan  issued  in  July,  1896 11,300  00 

Loan  issued  Jan.  81, 1897 100,000  00 

$148,652  64 


^  Chapter  282,  Acta  of  1893,  authorises  the  taking  of  lands  of  an  — eosed  value  not 
exceeding  $300,000,  and  the  issue  of  bonds  to  an  amount  neoesaary  to  pay  for  such 
lands,  and  a  farther  amount  not  exceeding  $60,000,  to  be  used  to  meet  the  expense  of 
preparing  said  lands  for  public  use. 
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Expenditures. 
Paid  on  aooonnt  of  land       .... 
Paid  on  account  of  construction 
Balance  unexpended  Jan.  81, 1897 


$11,602  99 
47,800  84 
89,249  91 


$148,652  64 


APPROPEIATION  FOB  PLATSTBAD,  NOBTH  BRIGHTON. 
Balance  unexpended  Jan.  31, 1807      ...       -  $8,775  37 


APPBOPBIATION  FOB  NEPONSBT  PLAYGBOUND. 
Loan  iesued  July  14, 1896 $16,000  00 

Expenditure; 


Paid  on  account  of  land 
Balance  unexpended  Jan.  31, 1897 


$433  84 
14,666  16 


$16,000  00 


APPBOPBIATION  FOR  PUBLIC  PARKS. 

Balance  unexpended  Jan.  31, 1896      ....  $90,20»  47 

Loan  issued  Jan.  31, 1897 400,000  00 

Expendituree. 

Commonwealth  avenue $1,191  65 

Fens 1,189  70 

BiTerway 10,826  24 

LcTerett  Park 24,968  97 

Jamaica  Park 18,127  66 

Arborway 13,766  69 

Arnold  Arboretum  and  Buasey  Park  10,129  98 

West  Boxbury  Parkway 113,343  21 

Franklin  Park 110,335  12 

Dorchesterway 12,644  67 

Strandway              60  00 

Marine  Park 18,441  42 

Charlesbank 173  20 

Wood  Island  Park 8,383  63 

Charlestown  Heights    .        .        .        .  5,104  84 

Charlestown  Playground 1,428  90 

Dorchester  Park 92  96 

FranklinField 442  09 

Balance  unexpended  Jan.  1, 1897       ....  149,690  74 


$400,209  47 


$490,209  47 
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11. 

Swmmary   of  Expenditures   an  Aeoouwt  of  Land  and  Can- 
struction  for  the  Financial  Tear^  1896-97. 


i«Aia>. 


Main  Park  System : 
Lelverett  Park 
Arborway    .... 
West  Boxbury  Parkway  . 
Arnold    Arboretum    and 
Park 


Bossey 


$9,053  07 

1,115  62 

110,094  85 

2,746  07 


Marine  Park  System: 

Strandway  . 
PubUo  Park,  North  End 
Neponset  Playground    . 


811,502  39 
433  84 


OON8TBUCTIOX. 


Main  Park  System: 
Commonwealth  avenue     . 
Fens      ..... 
Biverway     .... 
Leveretl^Park 
Jamaica  Park     . 
Arborway    .... 
Arnold    Arboretum    and 

Park 

West  Boxbury  Parkway  . 
Franklin  Park     . 


Bussey 


Marine  Park  System: 
Dorchesterway    . 
Strandway   . 
Marine  Park 


Charlesbank   . 
Wood  Island  Park 
Gharlestown  Heights    . 
Charlestown  Playground 
Dorchester  Park    . 
Franklin  Field 
PubUo  Park,  North  Snd 


81,191  65 
1,189  70 
10,826  24 
15,905  90 
13,127  56 
12,639  97 

7,383  01 

8,248  86 

110,835  12 


$12,644  67 
37.640  33 
18,441  42 


8173  20 

3,383  63 

5,104  84 

1,428  90 

92  96 

442  09 

47,800  84 


8123,010  01 


50  00 


11,936  23 


$134,996  24 


$175,847  01 


68,726  42 


58,426  96 


$302,999  30 
$437,996  63 
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III. 

Summary  of  I!xpenditure%  on  Account  of  Park  Oonatruction 

from  the   Organization  of  the  Boards  Oct.  5, 1875^  to  Jan. 
SI,  1897. 

MAIN  PARK  SYSTEM. 

OOMMOirWBALTH  AYCKUB. 

BoadwayB,  sidewalks,  gutters,  drainage,  and  gen- 
eral work $83,239  20 

Plantations 10,252  42 

Electric  lighting 5,674  00 

Machinery,  tools,  etc 884  90 

Plans  and  designs 22  90 

8100,078  42 

FCKS. 

Filling 8576,811  15 

Excavating,  grading,  loam,  and  general  work         .  535,073  76 

Roadways,  sidewalks,  gutters,  and  drainage  .  348,726  29 

Betaining-walls,  curb,  and  fence        ....  118,177  77 

Boylston  bridge 92,011  43 

Plantations 70,384  81 

Oharlesgate  bridge 65,287  67 

Agassiz  bridge 52,013  60 

Stony-brook  bridge 40,007  11 

Railroad  bridge 39,995  04 

Fen  bridge 29,427  80 

Plans,  designs,  and  snperintendence  27,224  55 

Office  and  general  expenses 14,114  92 

Machinery,  tools,  etc 13,797  11 

Electric  lighting 6,887  23 

Sorveying 5,472  16 

Stony-brook  channel  and  gatehouse  ....  1,976  28 

Water-supply,  settees,  and  live-stock  1,417  48 

Duck-honse 350  00 

Boating  service ■       .  296  04 

2,089,452  10 

RiVXBWAT. 

Excavating,  grading,  loam,  and  general  work         .  $184,567  03 

Filling 104,143  90 

Roadways,  sidewalks,  gutters  and  drainage    .  91,525  59 

Audubon  bridge 39,654  27 

Bridle-path  bridge 32,929  09 

Administration  building 26,534  70 


AmmntB  carried  forward,  $479,354  58  $2,138,525  62 
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Amounts  brought  forwcardt  $479,354  58  92,189,625  52 

Foot-bridges  and  culverts 14,345  00 

Plantations 13,471  99 

Tremont-street  bridge 13,273  63 

Brookline-avenne  bridge 8,936  82 

Bellevue-street  bridge *        .  8,163  96 

Betaining-wall 7,568  09 

Suryeys,  plans,  designs  and  superintendence  .       .  7,191  99 

Shelter 4,513  65 

Electric  lighting     ...*....  2,73457 

Water-supply  and  settees    .  > 2,176  71 

Machinery,  tools,  etc.    ..*....  468  75 

Boating  service 181  21 

Gatehouse 58  SO 

662,439  15 


Kzcavatlng,  clearing,  grading,  loam,  and  general 

work $183,327  11 

Headways,  sidewalks,  gutters,  and  drainage  .  77,543  80 

Betaining-walls,  steps,  and  culverts  ....  35,865  01 

Plantations 27,702  66 

Leverett-pond  bridge 9,850  59 

Plans  and  designs 7,177  24 

Foot-bridges  and  culverts    ......  6,368  46 

Electric-lighting 5,278  74 

Machinery,  tools,  etc 3,434  75 

Water-supply  and  settees 1,609  13 

Boating  service 68  58 

Filling 15  75 

Iron  railing 1  25 

368,242  97 

JAKAICA  FABK. 

Clearing  and  grading  grounds,  loam,  and  general 

work $54,677  05 

Headways,  sidewalks,  gutters  and  drainage    .  37,566  43 

Pine  Bank  House 29,474  41 

Hetaining-walls  and  steps 14,113  67 

Water-supply  and  setters 6,056  94 

Plantations 4,307  94 

Surveys,  plans,  designs,  and  superintendence        .  3,114  70 

Machinery,  tools,  etc 2,460  05 

Electric  lighting 1,622  50 

Iron  fence 1,162  38 

Boating  service 697  29 

Gatehouse 80  73 

155,334  09 

Amount  carried  fonoard,  $3,215,541  73 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


27 


AmowiU  brought  forward, 

ABBOBWAT. 

Boadways,  sidewalks,  gn^tters,  and  draliu^  .       •  389,657  19 
Clearing  and  grading  grounds,  loam,  and  general 

work 72,740  06 

Water-supply  and  settees 6,624  01 

OnlTerts 5,489  53 

Stony-brook  bridge 4,603  43 

Electric  lighUng 3,028  00 

Pilling 2,819  16 

Machinery,  tools,  etc. 1,968  75 

Betaining-walls 470  00 

Plantations 194  78 

Plans  and  designs 169  92 

ABNOLD  ABBOBBTUM  AND  BUSSBY  FABK. 

Roadways,  sidewalks,  gutters,  and  drainage  .       .  ^223,247  85 

Boundary  walls  and  gateways 9,037  41 

Machinery,  tools,  etc 2,988  73 

Grading 2,296  97 

Plans,  designs,  and  superintendence  1,587  42 

Plantations 713  41 

Settees 129  64 

Surveying 100  00 

WBST  BOXBUBT  PABKWAT. 

Clearing  and  grading  ground,  loam,  and  general 

work $5,386  08 

Plans,  designs  and  superintendence  ....  516  98 


$8,216,541  73 


187,664  83 


240,100  43 


5,903  06 


FBANKLIH  PABK. 

Roadways,  sidewalks  and  gutters      ....  $678,915  49 
Clearing  and  grading  grounds,  drainage,  and  gen- 
eral work 473,979  10 

Plantations 114,235  51 

Refectory  building 100,532  75 

SeaTer-street  improvement 84,817  75 

Shelter  and  Overlook 60,561  54 

Forest  Hills  bridge 52,972  17 

Scarboro'  Pond 40,943  11 

Park  wall  and  gateways 31,777  43 

AmaunU  earried forward,  $1,638,734  85  $3,649,210  06 
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Amounts  brought  forward,  $1,638,734  85  $3,649,210  06 

Arbor,  Schoolmaster's  hill 29,fil4  11 

Reservoir 27,634  39 

Plans,  designs,  and  superintendence         .  27,083  69 

Scarboro'  Pond  bridges 26,703  10 

Water-supply,  fountains,  and  settees  23,804  77 

ElUcott  Arch 16,732  21 

Pergola  wall,  BtejMi,  and  terrace 16,018  30 

EUicott  House 14,922  87 

BlUcottdale 12,542  94 

Structures 11,669  00 

Machinery,  tools,  etc 11,584  20 

Playstead  and  flagnsitafl 10,399  76 

Propagating-house 8,206  55 

Carriage  sheds 6,202  60 

Electric  lighting 5,106  75 

Terrace  wall 8,966  06 

Concourse,  Scarboro'  Hill 8,569  80 

Culverts 8,129  34 

Carriage  shelter 2,694  70 

Boating  service 22  01 


1,900,232  89 


MARINE   PARK  SYSTEM. 

DOaCHXSTB&WAT. 

Roadways,  sidewalks,  gutters,  and  drainage  .  $27,742  74 

FilUng 21,821  82 

Grading,  loam,  and  general  work       ....  8,828  40 

Plans,  designs,  and  superintendence         .        .       .  1,317  24 

Culverts 663  00 

Plantations 102  90 


8TSAin>WAT. 

FllUng $28,11136 

Sea-wall  and  grading 22,368  81 

Clearing,  grading,  loam,  and  general  work      .  10,035  05 

Plans,  designs,  and  superintendence        .       .       .  128  90 

Culverts 60  60 

Plantations 18  80 


60,466  10 


60,723  42 


ICAKimB  PARK. 

Filling,  grading,  loam,  and  general  work                .    $558,401  49 
Iron  pier  and  rail 175,571  99 


Atnounta  carried  forward,  $733,973  48  $5,670,632  46 
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Amounts  brought  fonoard,  $733,973  48  $5»670,632  46 

Head-house     . 110,840  d5 

Pierhead 67»232  97 

Stmctores,  temporary  pier,  and  gas-lights  .    .        .  43,829  06 

Boadways,  sidewalks,  gutters,  and  drainage  .        .  37,949  27 

Plantations 6,380  08 

Bulkhead 4,996  00 

Plans,  designs  and  superintendence  ....  3,870  46 

Electriclighting 2,453  04 

Water-supply,  settees  and  fence         ....  1,988  04 

Dredging 1,114  20 

Boating  service 995  71 

*  1,015,123  25 

CASTLB  ISI-AND. 

Temporary  buildings  and  structures  ....  $24,973  98 

Clearing,  grading  grounds  and  drainage  .               .  3,808  79 

Water-supply,  settees  and  tent 2,002  98 

Plantations 175  17 

Shelter ^^  ^      •«.  n«A «. 

$31,060  92 

GHABLESBANK. 

Searwall  and  miing $176,353  90 

Gymnasium  grounds,  apparatus,  filling,  loam,  and 

general  work 52,093  85 

Men's  Lavatory  building 23,260  53 

Women's  Lavatory  building  and  children's  shelter,  17,689  18 

Plantations 12,136  30 

Walks  and  drainage 11,684  89 

Iron  rail,  fence  and  gas-Ughts 8,367  29 

Plans,  designs  and  superintendence  ....  2,076  27 

Damage 972  51 

Water-supply 831  41 

Machinery,  tools,  etc '^  ^      o^«  ..^  .« 

■  o06,511  13 

WOOD  ISLAND  PABK. 

Grading,  loam  and  general  work        ....  $94,422  05 

Neptune  bridge 32,820  63 

FilUng 29,852  82 

Field-house 20,283  89 

Gymnasium  grounds,  apparatus  and  playstead       .  7,280  92 

Plantations 6,088  47 

Beads,  walks,  gutters  and  drainage   ....  5,942  73 

Bath-house 3,117  63 

Iron  fence  and  frame 3,089  99 

Electric  lighting 2,116  23 

AmountB  earrUd  fonoard,  $204,465  36  $7,022,827  76 
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AffumnU  brought  forward,  $201,465  88  37,€S2,3Z7  76 

Water-supply 1,922  40 

Plans,  designs  and  snperintendence  ....         1,488  03 
Culverts 426  00 

208,3007» 

GHABLESTOWK  HEIGHTS. 

Grading,  clearing,  filling,  loam  and  general  work  .  $27,804  52 

Shelter  building 27,240  32 

Retaining-wall 18,111  47 

Sidewalks,  gutters  and  drainage        ....  8,200  50 

Plantations 7,697  63 

Steps 3,97142 

Plans,  designs  and  superintendence  ....  1,330  59 

Electric  Ughting 334  00 

Water-supply,  settees,  fountains  and  flag-staff        .  466  18 

96456  63 

CHABLBSTOWN  PLAYGROUND. 

Grading,  loam  and  general  work        ....       $7,835  42 

Plantations 475  60 

Plans,  designs  and  superintendence  ....  204  99 

Walks  and  drainage 8  00 

8,524  01 

DOBGHBSTEB  PABK. 

Clearing  and  grading  grounds $1,313  94 

Plans,  designs  and  superintendence  ....  793  44 

Temporary  structures 774  95 

2,88898 

FBANKLTN  FIELD. 

Clearing  and  grading  grounds $28,099  76 

Drainage 25,778  77 

Plantations 10,729  21 

Fence  and  wall      .                      703  96 

Machinery,  tools,  etc 477  25 

Plans,  designs  and  superintendence  ....  176  75 

65,965  m 

NOBTH  END  BEACH. 

Clearing,  grading  and  general  work  ....     $50,719  24 
Plans,  designs  and  superintendence  ....  320  69 

Boring 167  75 

Am/ounU  oarried/orward,  $61,207  68  $7,408,167  21 
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Amounts  brought  forward,  $51,207  68  $7,403,107  21 

Sidewalks 90  60 

Drainage 82  43 

Temporary  traildlng 33  73 

61,414  44 

COFP'S  HILL  TEBKAGSS. 

Walls,  drainage  and  grading $6,260  58 

Clearing,  grading  and  general  work  ....  3,131  03 

Plans,  designs  and  superintendence  ....  110  83 

Sidewalks 90  58 


SUNDRY  ACCOUNTS. 

General  Account $73,987  50 

Park  Nursery 29,947  07 

108,934  57 

$7,568,099  24 
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IV. 

Summary  of  Expenditures  on  Account  of  Public  Park  LancL^ 
Construction^  and  Betterments  from  the  Organization  of  the 
Board,  Oct.  8,  1875,  to  Jan.  31,  1897. 

Main  Park  System: 

Fens $596,254  49 

Rlverway 452,457  53 

LoverettPark 269,104  04 

Jamaica  Park 812,843  56 

Arborway 245,584  25 

Arnold  Arboretam  and  Bnssey  Park       76,790  35 

West  Roxbury  Parkway   .       .        .        117,665  29 

FrankUn  Park 1,551,196  63 

34,121,896  14 

Marine  Park  System: 

Dorchesterway $63,735  54 

Strandway 356,880  97 

Marine  Park 232,972  57 

653,589  08 

Charlesbank 373,916  99 

Wood  Island  Park 132,800  00 

Oharlostown  Heights 60,588  02 

Charlestown  Playground 172,923  31 

Dorchester  Park 63,239  97 

Franklin  Field 165,810  86 

North  End  Beach 328,184  44 

Copp's  Hill  Terraces 00.858  19 

North  Brighton  Playground 21,689  63 

Neponset  Playground "^  Vl65,78047 

CONSTRUCTION. 

Main  Park  System: 
Commonwealth  Avenue    .       .        .      $100,073  42 

Fens 2,039,452  10 

Riverway 562,439  16 

Leverett  Park 358,242  97 

Jamaica  Park 155,334  09 

Arborway    .  ....        187,664  83 

Arnold  Arboretum  and  Bussey  Park       240,100  43 
West  Roxbury  Parkway   .       .        .  5,903  06 

Franklin  Park 1,900,232  89 

$5,549,442  94 

AnwwnU  earried forward,  $5,549,442  94  $6,165,78047 
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Amounts  brought  fortoard,  85,049,442  94  36,166,780  47 

Marine  Park  System: 

Dorchesterway $60,466  10 

Strandway 60,723  42 

Marine  Park 1,016,123  26 

Castle  IsUnd 31,060  92 

1,167,373  69 

Gharlesbank 306,611  13 

Wood  Island  Park 206,300  79 

Charlestown  Heights 96,166  68 

Charlestown  Playground 8,624  01 

Dorchester  Park 2,882  33 

Franklin  Field 66,966  69 

North  End  Beach 61,414  44 

Copp's  Hill  Terraces     .        .        .  '     .       .        .        .  9,693  02 

General  Account    ........  73,987  60 

Park  Nursery 29,947  07 

7,668,099  24 

BETTXBMBVTS. 

Betterment  expenses 18,866  10 


$13,747,236  81 
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PABK  BSTTJEKlOENTfl  COI.I.KCTKI>  BT  CITT  COIXXCTOB, 
TO  VEB.  U  1897. 


Aaseasm'tB 
oommiUed 

to 
Collector. 

▲bated. 

Net 
Aflseasm'ts 

CoUected. 

Oatstand. 

FabUoPark,  Bsck  Baj.... 
Marine  Fark 

8    8    8   8    8    8    8 

#143,126  78 
12,616  80 
122,000  66 
60,426  00 
74,776  00 
92,376  60 
668  00 

#291,478  27 
10,926  20 
13,028  84 
10,863  00 
84,197  00 
61,780  60 
9,146  00 

#290,404  27 
10,936  20 
18,028  34 

8,256  00 
21,889  00 
12,588  60 

4,242  65 

#1,069  00 

Frfitnklf  n  Pflxlr       . , .    . . 

Parkway  Old  Harbor 

•<        Maddy  River.... 
"        West  Roxbury.. 

2407  00 
12,308  00 
49,142  00 

4,902  36 

#926,763  00 

#496,889  69 

#480,868  81 

#861,884  96 

#69,628  36 

PUBI^IO  PASK  DBBT. 

LiabilUies, 
Total  loan  outstanding,  Jan.  31, 1897 #11,618,300  00 

Re9(nirce9. 
Besourcea  of  Sinking  Fond,  Jan.  31, 1897 2,232,121  27 

Net  debt,  Jan.  81, 1887 #9,886,178  73 
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ApproprlattoiisforCoiistnietlon Hi879f600  00 

M             «   Land  and  Constroctloii 6,700,000  00 

«i             "   Land 4/»>,16»08 

"              '•    Maintenance,  indadlng  Income 815,586  07 

texpenaee 81.900  00 


f  15,«7,264  00 
LeM  ezpendltores  ai  abore 14,516,018  88 

#982,236  23 
LeMtnuufen  and  merged  balancea  88,693  38 

BalaneesonbandJan.81,1807 #943,541  86 
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PaBK  CONBTBUCnON. 

The  appropriation  for  public  parks  had  so  far  diminished 
at  the  beginning  of  the  last  financial  year  that  a  further  loan 
of  $1,000,000  was  requested  by  the  Board  to  satisfy  judg- 
ments for  land  damages,  and  for  carrying  on  the  park  work. 
This  request,  which  was  made  to  the  Legislature,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  city  government,  resulted  in  the  passage 
of  chap.  463  of  the  Acts  of  1896,  which  authorized  further 
expenditures  for  public  parks,  including  payments  for  land, 
to  the  extent  of  $1,000,000,  of  which  $100,000  was  to  be 
expended  on  the  public  park  at  the  North  End,  and  $200,- 
000  for  the  completion  of  the  Strandway,  in  addition  to  the 
appropriation  of  $100,000  already  made  by  the  City  Council 
for  the  Strandway. 

Contracts  were  entered  into  for  building  a  sea  wall  and 
grading  at  the  Strandway  from  Marine  Park  to  O  street,  and 
for  filling  and  grading  the  Strandway  from  O  street  to  H 
street.     These  works  are  now  in  progress. 

The  contract  for  grading  North  End  Beach,  including 
the  building  of  a  wall  on  the  line  of  Commercial  street  and 
of  sea  walls  and  drains,  which  was  in  progress  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  was  completed,  and  contracts  were  made  for  con- 
structing Copp's  Hill  Terraces,  and  a  wall  on  the  westerly 
dock.  Plans  for  the  piers,  Administration  Building  and  bath- 
houses have  also  been  prepared,  and  the  construction  of  these 
will  begin  at  once,  so  that  the  completion  of  this  park, 
within  the  present  year,  will  be  assured. 

In  order  to  further  carry  out  the  original  plan  of  a  drive 
'around  Jamaica  pond,  a  contract  was  made  late  in  the  sea- 
son for  grading  the  drive,  walks  and  slopes,  on  the  westerly 
side  of  Jamaica  park,  from  Perkins  street  to  Jamaicaway. 
The  drive  will  follow  near  the  shore  of  the  pond  through  what 
was  formerly  the  Chickering  and  Parkman  estates ;  thence 
over  the  former  location  of  the  ice  houses,  which  is  now  a 
barren  waste,  to  the  Morse  estate,  where  it  will  pass  at  a 
somewhat  higher  elevation  across  the  site  of  the  former 
dwelling-house ;  thence  through  the  Frothingham  estate,  close 
to  Prince  street,  to  its  junction  with  the  Jamaicaway  drive. 
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The  development  of  the  land  adjoining  the  Arborway  on 
South  street,  for  building  purposes,  made  it  incumbent  upon 
the  Board  to  construct  the  traffic  road,  from  South  street  to 
the  farther  limit  of  this  land,  to  give  access  to  the  houses 
which  are  being  erected  fronting  the  park.  A  contract  has 
also  been  made  for  the  construction  of  a  wall  between  the 
Arborway  and  the  Arnold  Arboretum,  it  being  a  part  of  the 
duty  of  the  city,  under  the  agreement  with  Harvard  College, 
to  enclose  the  Arboretum  with  suitable  walls  or  fences. 
This  work  was  done  agreeably  to  the  wishes  of  Prof.  Charles 
S.  Sargent,  director  of  the  Arboretum,  who  expressed  the 
desire  that  the  wall  should  be  substantial  but  inexpensive. 

Under  the  indenture  with  Harvard  College  by  which  Peters* 
Hill  was  added  to  the  Arboretum,  the  driveway,  from  South 
street  to  Walter  street,  was  required  to  be  constructed 
within  two  years.  A  contract  was  therefore  made  for  grad- 
ing this  section,  work  under  which  is  now  in  progress. 
The  Board  is  considering  an  entrance  to  this  part  of  the 
Arboretum  from  Roslindale,  that  this  section  of  the  city 
may  have  an  entrance  to  the  park  system,  and  preliminary 
surveys  have  been  made  with  this  object  in  view.  The 
result  is  contingent,  to  some  extent,  upon  negotiations  with 
land  owners  now  in  progress. 

The  northerly  boundary  of  the  West  Roxbury  Parkway, 
between  Centre  and  Weld  streets,  requires  some  additional 
land  from  the  adjoining  estates  to  allow  of  the  construction 
of  a  border  road  similar  to  the  boundary  roads  on  the  other 
side  of  the  parkway.  As  the  construction  of  such  a  road 
would  be  a  very  great  advantage  to  the  adjoining  lands^ 
it  is  to  be  expected  that  the  owners  of  these  lands  will  meet 
the  city  in  a  liberal  spirit  of  co-operation,  which  will  enable 
the  Board  to  secure  the  necessary  lands  on  reasonable  terms. 
The  total  additional  area  required  is  about  eighteen  acres. 

The  completion  of  the  bridge  to  carry  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad  over  the  Arborway  at  Forest 
Hills,  which  was  in  progress  of  construction  throughout  last 
year,  will  make  it  possible  to  grade  and  surface  the  roadways 
under  the  arches  early  in  the  coming  season.     The  construc- 
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tion  of  the  side  roads  of  the  Arborway  will  also  be  under- 
taken at  once,  with  a  view  to  completing  this  section  of  the 
parkway  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Forest  Hills  entrance  to  Franklin  Park  was  finished 
and  opened  to  the  public  during  the  summer,  and  the  tempo- 
rary entrance  through  Ellicott  street  was  closed.  Considerable 
work  had  to  be  done  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the 
Refectory  to  make  it  accessible  to  the  public.  A  shelter 
for  carriages  has  also  been  constructed  at  this  point  for  the 
convenience  of  those  who  may  wish  to  leave  their  carriages 
while  visiting  the  park. 

The  first  teeing  ground  of  the  golf  links  has  been  moved 
to  the  Abbotswood  side  of  the  park,  in  order  that  the  conven- 
iences of  the  Refectory  and  carriage-sheds  may  be  within 
easy  distance  of  the  links.  The  links  were  opened  late  in 
the  fall  as  an  experiment,  with  Willie  Campbell  as  green- 
keeper.  The  tennis  grounds  at  Ellicottdale  were  much  fi*e- 
quented  during  the  season,  showing  that  the  facilities  offered 
by  the  city  to  lovers  of  this  sport  were  much  appreciated. 

The  use  of  Franklin  Field  for  games  of  cricket,  baseball 
and  football,  and  particularly  for  skating,  has  so  much  in- 
creased as  to  make  the  erection  of  a  suitable  building  desira- 
ble for  the  use  of  players  in  summer  and  skaters  in  winter. 
A  building  to  serve  the  needs  of  golf  players  and  picnickers 
at  Abbotswood,  and  those  using  Franklin  Park  for  recreation, 
being  also  needed,  the  Board  had  preliminary  sketches  sub* 
mitted  by  three  architects  for  the  two  houses.  No  further 
progress  has  been  made,  however,  as  the  Board  found  that 
the  condition  of  its  appropriation  would  not  allow  of  their 
construction,  without  seriously  crippling  the  funds  necessary 
to  maintain  the  day-labor  force  through  the  financial  year. 
These  buildings,  together  with  the  sheep-fold  for  Franklin 
Park  designed  by  the  Architects'  Division  of  the  Public  Build- 
ings' Department,  must  await  further  appropriations  for  park 
construction  before  they  can  be  erected.  For  the  same  reason, 
the  boating  and  skating  house  at  Jamaica  pond  and  the 
proposed  Administration  Building  and  boat-house  at  the 
Fens,  both  of  which  are  greatly  needed,  must  also  be  post- 
poned. 
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The  Board,  recognizing  the  necessity  of  abundant  drink- 
ing facilities  and  sanitary  conyeniences,  is  making  arrange- 
ments to  largely  increase  the  number  of  public  lavatories  and 
drinking  fountains. 

The  sewers  in  Dorchesterway  having  been  constructed  by 
the  Street  Department,  between  Pond  street  and  Dorchester 
avenue,  work  was  resumed  during  the  summer  on  the  sur- 
facing of  the  driveway  through  this  section  of  the  Parkway, 
which  has  been  nearly  completed.  In  connection  with  this 
work,  a  part  of  the  roadway,  between  Dorchester  avenue  and 
Buttonwood  street,  has  be6n  subgraded  by  the  removal  of 
the  ledge. 

The  construction  of  St.  Martin  street  along  the  westerly 
border  of  Charlestown  Heights  made  it  necessary  for  this 
department  to  build  a  retaining-wall  on  the  line  of  the 
street.  This  work  was  done  under  contract,  and  was 
completed  late  in  the  season.  Some  grading  and  plant- 
ing will  be  required  to  complete  the  work  on  this  section 
of  Charlestown  Heights.  The  filling  of  the  flats,  north  of 
the  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad,  which  can  be  undertaken 
when  the  filling  of  Charlestown  Playground  is  finished,  will 
afford  a  convenient  place  for  beach  bathing,  facilities  for 
which  in  the  peninsular  are  now  wholly  lacking. 

Besides  the  work  already  mentioned,  the  day-labor 
force  has  been  occupied  in  completing  work  which  was  in 
progress  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  details  of  which  may 
be  found  by  reference  to  the  City  Engineer's  report  in  the 
Appendix,  and  in  the  work  of  maintenance  which  requires 
the  services  of  a  larger  number  of  men  each  year. 

The  Refectory  at  Franklin  Park  and  the  Head  House  at 
Marine  Park  were  completed  and  opened  to  the  public  last 
June,  under  a  tentative  arrangement  with  James  Dooling 
and  L.  E.  Bow,  respectively,  for  the  first  season  without 
compensation  to  the  city.  It  was  not  expected  that  the 
business  done  would  warrant  the  payment  of  rent  until 
the  facilities  provided  were  better  known  to  the  public,  and  the 
reputation  of  the  houses  established.  The  result  of  the 
.first  season's  business  has  justified  the  wisdom  of  this  arrange- 
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ment,  and  furnished  the  experience  necessary  to  perfect  the 
terms  of  agreements  to  cover  a  period  of  five  years.  These 
agreements  will  provide  for  first-class  service  in  all  depart- 
ments, under  proper  supervision,  with  a  reasonable  compen- 
sation to  the  city  for  the  privilege  based  on  a  percentage 
of  the  gross  receipts.  In  order  to  empower  the  Board  to 
execute  such  agreements,  application  will  be  made  to  the 
Legislature  for  an  act  to  authorize  the  leasing  of  land  and 
buildings  for  refectory  or  similar  purposes. 

The  completion  of  the  house  at  Pine  Bank,  Jamaica  Park, 
early  last  year,  and  the  efforts  of  the  Board  to  lease  it  for 
refectory  purposes,  brought  up  the  question  whether  public 
opinion  would  permit  houses  for  refreshment  in  public  parks 
to  be  carried  on  with  the  same  privileges  regarding  the  sup- 
plying guests  with  liquid  refreshments  which  were  accorded 
elsewhere  under  the  license  laws.  With  the  object  of  test- 
ing the  matter  the  parties  proposing  to  open  this  house 
and  Franklin  Park  Refectory  were  given  a  hearing  by 
the  Board  of  Police,  on  their  applications  for  licenses,  in 
the  chamber  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  State  House. 
So  much  opposition  was  manifested  at  this  hearing  that, 
with  the  advice  of  this  Board,  the  applications  were  with- 
drawn. The  certainty  that  a  satisfactory  restaurant  could 
not  be  successfully  carried  on  at  Pine  Bank  House  with- 
out a  license,  caused  the  project  to  be  abandoned,  and  the 
house  to  remain  closed  through  the  season. 

The  desirability  of  abandoning  the  location  heretofore 
occupied  at  Franklin  Park  for  temporary  quarters  so  that  the 
building  can  be  removed  to  allow  of  the  improvement  of  this 
part  of  the  park,  and  the  need  of  an  Administration  Building 
at  Jamaica  Park,  caused  the  Board  to  consider  the  question 
of  remodelling  Pine  Bank  House  to  serve  the  purpose  of 
administrative  headquarters;  and  believing  that  the  efficiency 
of  the  administration  of  the  department  would  be  much  in- 
creased by  the  consolidation  of  its  general  office  with  the 
offices  of  superintendence,  construction  and  maintenance, 
in  one  building,  the  Board  has  determined  to  remove  its 
present  down-town  office  to  the  Pine  Bank  House,  together 
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with  the  offices  now  maintained  at  Franklin  Park  and  on 
the  Riverway;  so  that  all  departments  may  have  ready 
access  to  the  files  and  papers  of  other  departments  and  thus, 
by  association,  enable  the  service  to  be  carried  on  more 
economically  and  efFectively  than  by  distinct  and  widely 
separated  offices.  All  departments  can  thus  be  much  more 
readily  supervised  than  heretofore. 

The  necessity  for  a  responsible  executive  head  of  the 
department  has  gradually  forced  itself  upon  the  attention  of 
the  Board,  and  after  having  given  the  subject  careful 
attention,  and  having  examined  the  administrative  machinery 
of  the  park  systems  of  several  other  American  cities,  the 
Board  engaged  Mr.  John  A.  Pettigrew,  who  has  had  a  wide 
experience  as  superintendent  of  the  parks  of  Milwaukee, 
Brooklyn,  and  Jackson  Park,  Chicago,  as  the  executive 
manager  of  the  entire  system  of  this  city,  with  full  control  of 
the  engineering  and  landscape  gardening  departments.  The 
Board  thus  obtains  a  much  more  efficient  administration, 
with  undivided  responsibility,  and  also  expects  to  make  a 
considerable  saving  of  the  city  moneys  which  are  unavoid- 
ably wasted  under  divided  and  insufficient  responsibility. 

The  Board  again  expresses  its  belief  that  the  parks  will 
not  be  satisfactorily  administered  until  the  appointment  and 
control  of  those  who  enforce  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
Board  are  restored  to  the  Board,  and  that  a  system  by  which 
the  police  force  for  the  parks  is  appointed  by,  and  is  responsi- 
ble to,  another  commission  than  the  one  having  the  charge 
of  the  parks,  must  always  be  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  their 
good  government. 

Electric  Railway  in  the  Fens. 
The  original  plan  of  the  Fens  provided  for  horse  car  ser- 
vice through  Boylston  road.  Subsequently,  on  the  advent  of 
electric  cars,  this  plan  was  abandoned,  for  the  reason  that 
such  a  location,  being  partly  within  a  side  road  only  80 
feet  in  width,  would  be  inadequate  to  the  operation  of  an 
electric  road,  and  because  of  the  added  danger  and  noise 
of  electric  cars  and  the  unsightliness  of  poles  and  wires. 
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This  location,  therefore,  being  considered  inadmissible,  the 
Board,  in  1891,  voted  to  request  the  City  Engineer  to  report 
as  to  the  feasibility  of  carrying  the  street  car  tracks  from 
the  east  entrance  of  Boylston  street  in  the  Fens  across  the 
channel  and  under  Charlesgate  West.  Such  a  plan  was  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Jackson,  with  an  estimate  of  the  cost.  In 
1894,  at  the  solicitation  of  Mayor  Matthews,  a  strip  of  land 
and  right  of  way  was  purchased,  running  from  Charlesgate 
West  to  Landsdown  street,  connecting  thence  with  Boylston 
street,  west  of  the  Fens,  through  a  new  street  which  was 
to  be  laid  out  80  feet  wide  to  provide  for  street  cars.  The 
cost  of  the  strip  of  land  and  right  of  way  to  the  city  was 
$15,490.  The  Board  always  recognized  that  the  rapid 
growth  of  the  city  would  eventually  demand  street  railway 
communication  between  the  two  sides  of  the  parkway  at  the 
Back  Bay  Fens,  and  in  voting  to  make  this  purchase,  stated 
its  opinion,  that  it  would  be  a  very  great  danger  to  human 
life  to  permit  electric  cars  to  traverse  Boylston  road  through 
the  Fens  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  steam  railroad. 

Last  year  when  Boylston  street,  west  of  the  Fens,  was 
rapidly  approaching  completion,  the  question  of  giving  imme- 
diate access  to  the  lands  through  which  it  runs  was  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  Board  by  those  interested  in  the  devel- 
opment of  this  section.  Several  conferences  were  held  with 
the  land  owners,  regarding  the  opening  of  communication 
between  this  territory  and  the  city  across  the  Fens.  The 
land  owners  requested  that  a  temporary  location  be  given 
to  the  West  End  Road  to  lay  tracks  through  Boylston  road, 
past  the  John  Boyle  O'Reilly  memorial,  and  over  Richard- 
son's beautiful  bridge.  This  the  Board  declined  to  do,  be- 
lieving that  the  plan  for  the  electric  cars  to  pass  to  the  north 
of  Boylston  road  and  under  Charlesgate  West  was  the  true 
solution  of  the  question;  and,  as  the  territory  referred  to 
was  as  yet  unbuilt  upon,  such  a  route  could  be  prepared  and 
opened  before  any  pressing  necessity  arose  for  the  operation 
of  the  railroad. 

If  the  street  railway  tracks  were  placed  on  the  surface  of 
Boylston  road,  as  requested  by  the  land  owners,  they  would 
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traverse  1,600  feet  of  the  driveway,  which  in  some  places  is 
only  35  feet  wide,  requiring  at  least  one-half  of  its  width, 
and  making  four  grade  crossings  of  either  the  main  pleasure 
driveway  or  the  side  roads. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  car  tracks  were  deflected  at 
Boylston  bridge  and  carried  partly  over  the  planted  strip  and 
^alk  adjoining  the  sloping  sides  of  the  Fens,  as  suggested 
by  the  land  owners,  it. would  result  in  the  destruction  of 
twenty-five  trees,  ten  of  them  being  Lombardy  poplars,  more 
than  fifteen  years  old,  which  are  a  characteristic  feature  of 
this  part  of  the  Fens. 

Furthermore,  the  only  pleasure  walk  on  this  side  of  the 
Fens  would  have  to  be  sacrificed  for  the  distance  of  a  thou- 
sand feet,  and  no  walk  could  be  constructed  to  take  its  place 
without  the  entire  destruction  of  the  planted  slopes  of  the 
Fenway  for  that  distance  and  their  reconstruction  at  great 
expense.  The  loss  of  this  public  promenade  would  largely 
destroy  the  value  of  the  Fens  to  those  who  now  resort  to  it 
for  strolling,  including  many  persons  with  children  and  baby 
carriages. 

The  Board  believes  that  the  use  of  the  Fens  for  all  purposes 
of  pleasure  would  be  largely  curtailed,  and  that  the  whole 
parkway  system,  which  has  become  a  much  thronged  public 
resort  for  pleasure  driving,  walking  and  cycling,  would  suffer 
serious  injury  by  the  frequent  passing  of  electric  cars  along 
the  driveways  which  form  its  main  entrance  from  the  city; 
not  only  on  account  of  the  liability  of  accidents,  but  because 
the  mmble  of  the  cars,  the  noise  of  the  motors,  the  ring  of 
the  wheels  on  the  curved  tracks  and  the  whir  of  the  trolley 
would  prove  to  be  a  source  of  great  annoyance,  and  also  on 
account  of  the  unsightly  poles  and  wires  which  would  be  a 
great  disfigurement  of  one  of  the  chief  points  of  interest  in 
the  park  system. 

No  compensating  advantages  can  be  claimed  for  this  route 
which  would  not  be  equally  well  obtained  by  the  one  which 
has  been  made  available  by  the  action  of  the  Board  already 
referred  to. 

The  Board  intimated  that  it  would  join  with  the  land 
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owners  and  the  railway  company  in  constructing  this  route, 
if  such  an  arrangement  could  be  carried  out.  The  land 
owners  expressed  their  inability  to  join  in  such  a  plan  and 
stated  that  the  West  End  Street  Railway  Company  declined 
to  become  a  party  to  such  an  arrangement  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  no  part  of  its  duty  to  pay  for  the  construction 
of  public  ways. 

The  failure  of  the  plan  to  secure  cooperation  of  the  land 
owners  and  railway  company  in  the  construction  of  this 
way,  however,  raises  the  question,  whether  the  buUding  of 
a  road  of  such  capacity  as  would  provide  for  all  heavy  traffic, 
which  in  the  future  will  follow  the  line  of  Boylston  street, 
would  not  be  a  work  which  the  city  would  be  justified  in 
assuming  the  cost  of,  in  view  of  the  great  advantages  which 
would  accrue  for  all  time  in  securing  immunity  to  the 
pleasure  driveways  from  being  inundated  by  this  ever- 
increasing  and  undesirable  traffic.  Such  a  road  could  be 
laid  out  on  the  route  of  the  proposed  electric  car  line,  thereby 
utilizing  the  land  already  owned  by  the  city.  Part  of  the 
expense  of  such  a  road  could  no  doubt  be  assessed  upon  the 
abutting  lands. 

Pl*AYGROUl!a>S. 

In  the  thirteenth  annual  report  of  the  Board  for  the  year 
1887,  sundry  propositions,  looking  to  the  establishing  of  play- 
grounds are  refeiTed  to,  and  in  connection  with  the  general 
subject  the  Board  reported  as  follows :  ^^In  the  late  inaugural 
address  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  also  previously  in  a 
special  message  to  the  last  City  Council,  attention  was  called 
to  the  large  amount  of  vacant  lands  and  other  properties  not 
used  by  the  city,  which  he  recommended  to  be  sold.  Refer- 
erence  was  made  to  some  of  these  lands  in  the  *  Notes  on 
the  Plan  of  Franklin  Park  and  Related  Matters,'  supple- 
mentary to  the  eleventh  annual  report  of  the  Board,  and  a 
map  showing  their  locations  was  published.  Demands  for 
playgrounds  for  the  youth  of  the  city  are  frequently  made, 
which  have  been  partially  met  in  the  past  by  hiring  lands  in 
different  parts  of  the  city.  Might  not  some  of  these  vacant 
properties,  if  found  suitable  and  convenient  for  playgrounds 
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and  for  open-air  gymnasiums,  be  appropriated  for  such  pur- 
poses, and  might  not  others,  not  well  situated  or  of  insuffi- 
cient area,  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  applied  to  the  purchase  of 
more  suitable  lands  ?  If  this  can  be  done,  and  the  whole  mat- 
ter of  playgrounds  be  referred  to  this  Board  for  action  or 
for  examination  and  report,  it  will  cheerfully  undertake  the 
duty." 

Nothing  came  of  these  suggestions  at  that  time,  but  now, 
after  a  lapse  of  ten  years,  with  the  effective  aid  of  the  Mayor, 
action  is  being  taken  on  the  lines  tlien  recommended. 

This  increased  interest  in  the  subject  of  local  playgrounds 
has  resulted  in  several  additions  to  their  number  and  bids 
fair  to  cause  a  still  greater  increase  of  grounds  devoted 
to  athletic  sports  and  children's  games.  Plans  for  several 
of  these  grounds  have  been  made,  and  where  appropriations 
were  available  the  lands  required  have  been  secured.  On 
Dec.  14,  1896,  eighteen  acres  of  marsh  land  lying  between 
Neponset  avenue  and  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  were  taken 
for  the  Neponset  playground,  under  the  appropriation  passed 
by  the  City  Council  of  1895. 

A  tract  of  land  containing  eleven  acres  in  West  Roxbury, 
and  known  as  Billings  Field,  was  taken  Dec.  14,  1896,  for 
playground  purposes,  under  an  appropriation  made  by  the 
List  City  Council. 

A  small  triangular  piece  of  land  at  the  junction  of 
Neponset  avenue  and  Freeport  street  which,  although  too 
small  to  serve  the  purposes  of  a  playground,  will  secure 
a  pleasant  resting-place  for  passers  on  these  thoroughfares, 
will  be  taken  under  the  special  appropriation  therefor,  made 
by  the  City  Council. 

Plans  for  the  city  lot  on  East  First  and  M  streets,  which 
is  in  process  of  being  converted  into  a  playground,  and  for 
the  city  lot  on  Fellows  street,  which  has  also  been  set  aside 
by  the  City  Council  for  a  playground,  both  of  which  are  in 
charge  of  the  Public  Grounds  Department,  have  been  made 
at  the  request  of  the  Mayor. 

Plans  for  the  North  Brighton  Playground  are  also  being 
considered,  which  will  require  the  taking  of  about  two  acres 
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additional  land  to  connect  it  with  the  Charles  River  Reserva- 
tion of  the  Metropolitan  Park  System. 

The  Board  has  investigated  the  subject  of  playgrounds 
for  Ward  3,  Charlestown,  and  for  the  district  near  Washing- 
ton Village,  South  Boston.  For  the  Charlestown  playground, 
it  is  believed  that  Adams  Wharf  on  Chelsea  street  and  Mjrstic 
river,  lately  occupied  by  the  Oriental  Coal  Oil  Company,  and 
now  vacant,  is  the  most  eligible  site.  It  contains  about  two 
acres,  enclosed  by  a  sea  wall  on  the  river  side,  and  is  filled  to  a 
grade  suitable  for  immediate  use.  For  the  South  Boston 
playground,  the  vacant  marsh  lands  lying  between  the  Old 
Colony  Railroad  and  the  Strandway  seem  to  furnish  the 
most  available  location. 

The  Board  trusts  that  the  policy  of  establishing  play- 
grounds in  the  various  districts  of  the  city,  thus  so  well 
inaugurated,  will  be  continued  until  the  reasonable  require- 
ments of  all  sections  are  fully  met,  and  that  adequate  appro- 
priations will  be  made  for  the  purpose. 

The  construction  of  these  playgrounds,  together  with 
Franklin  Field  and  Charlestown  Playground  in  accordance 
with  the  plans,'  including  the  necessary  buildings,  will 
require  an  expenditure  of  about  f500,000.  To  secure  other 
sites,  and  to  construct  similar  playgrounds  in  other  sections 
of  the  city  would  necessitate  the  expenditure  of  a  like 
amount,  or  a  total  of  $1,000,000. 

The  Board  also  desires  to  call  attention  to  the  liberality 
and  public  spirit  of  a  resident  of  Boston,  Mrs.  Esther  P.  Ahl, 
in  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  a  large  in-door  gym- 
nasium at  East  Boston,  which  she  now  offers  to  give  to  the 
city,  fully  equipped  with  the  best  gymnastic  apparatus,  and 
in  complete  running  order,  on  condition  that  the  building 
shall  always  be  maintained  as  a  gymnasium  or  as  a  public  bath- 
house. This  Uberal  offer  the  Board  has  agreed  to  accept  as 
soon  as  the  requisite  authority  to  maintain  such  an  institu- 
tion is  granted  by  the  Legislature.  The  Board  hopes  that 
this  gift  of  Mrs.  Ahl  will  be  an  incentive  to  others  to 
emulate  her  example  by  giving  to  the  public  similar  gym- 
nasiums or  field  houses,  athletic  grounds  and  public  baths  in 
other  sections  of  the  city. 
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FlKANOIAL   CONSIDBBATIONS, 

The  balance  of  the  appropriatioa  for  Public 
Parks  on  Jan.  31,  1897,  less  unfinished 
contracts,  amounts  to      ...         .   $414,878  06 
From  this  balance  must  be  deducted  the  liabil- 
ities outside  of  contracts,  being :  — 

Amount  payable  to  O.  C.  R.R., 
under  agreement  of  June  22, 
1894,  for  Arborway  arches, 
estimated  at  .        .         .        $67,000  00 

Estimated  damages  payable  for 
land  taken  for  West  Rox- 
bury  Parkway,  and  the 
Strandway  amounting  to       .    42,000  00 

And  the  amount  reserved  under 
agreement  with  the  town  of 
Brookline  for  rebuilding 
Longwood  avenue  bridge       .   75,000  00 

Or  a  total  of      .        .        .       184,000  00 


Leaving  a  balance  available  for  new  con- 
tracts and  day  labor  of         .         .         .    $230,878  06 

or  a  sum  not  more  than  sufficient  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  day-labor  force,  employed  on  construction  work,  during 
the  financial  year,  and  a  few  minor  contracts  for  fitting  up  the 
Pine  Bank  House  and  completing  the  pier  and  bath-houses 
at  North  End  Beach. 

The  indenture  between  the  City  of  Boston  and  Harvard 
College,  with  reference  to  Arnold  Arboretum  and  Bussey 
Park,  made  the  22d  of  April,  1895,  by  which  68  acres  of 
valuable  land  on  Peters'  Hill  were  added  to  the  park  system, 
provides  that  the  city  shall  make  and  finish,  fit  for  use,  within 
five  years,  the  driveways,  the  sites  and  dimensions  of  which 
are  delineated  on  the  plan  which  is  referred  to  in  said  inden- 
ture; and  that  the  driveway,  through  the  valley  from  Walter 
street  to  South  street,  shall  be  finished  within  two  years. 
The  last-mentioned  driveway  is  in  process   of  being  sub* 
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graded,  and  will  be  ready  for  snr&cing  early  in  the 
coming  summer.  To  complete  these  driveways  in  accord- 
ance with  the  agreement,  will  require  the  expenditure  of 
about  $65,000  during  the  next  two  years. 

The  purchase  of  additional  land  for  the  West  Roxboiy 
Parkway  and  the  construction  of  drireways,  in  order  to 
make  the  frontage  available  for  building  purposes,  will 
require  an  appropriation  of  at  least  $100,000. 

A  further  sum  of  $100,000  is  needed  for  the  construction 
of  the  section  of  the  Fens,  north  of  Beacon  street.  Fifty 
thousand  dollars  could  be  expended  to  good  purpose  at  Wood 
Island  Park  in  filling  and  grading,  preparatory  to  the  com- 
pletion of  the  driveway  and  walks. 

The  erection  of  new  buildings  for  the  use  of  the  depart- 
ment and  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public  wiU  require 
the  expenditure  of  $285,000,  as  follows:  — 


Administration  Building   and   boat-house    at 

the  Fens 

Boating  and   skating  shelter,  Jamaica   Park 
Sheep-fold  and  sewer,  Franklin  Park     . 
Stable  and  repair  shops,  Franklin  Park 
Abbotswood  cottage,  Franklin  Park 
Schoolmaster  Hill  Cottage,  Franklin  Park 
Field  house,   Franklin   Field 
Pavilion  for  refreshment  and  shelter  at  Castle 

Island 

Pier  and  bath-houses.  Marine  Park 
Bath-houses,  Administration  Building  and  shel 

ter,  Wood  Island  Park 
Building  and  gymnasium,  Charlestown  Play- 
ground        ^    '" 


$25,000  00 
16,000  00 
16,000  00 
85,000  00 
16,000  00 
10,000  00 
80,000  00 

25,000  00 
40,000  00 

26,000  00 

50,000  00 

$285,000  00 


As  has  been  suggested  in  a  previous  part  of  this  report, 
our  citizens,  following  the  example  set  in  other  cities,  can,  fay 
giving  to  the  parks  the  more  imp6irtant  of  these  buildings, 
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which  may  bear  sach  names  as  they  may  select,  confer  last- 
ing benefit  on  the  community,  and  build  enduring  monu- 
ments of  the  generosity  and  public  spirit  of  the  donors. 

The  ordinary  works  of  construction  performed  by  the  day 
labor  force  will  require  an  expenditure  of  about  $200,000 
annually,  or  $400,000  in  the  next  two  years. 

It  is  evident  that  if  the  policy  of  constructing  the  parks, 
which  has  been  pursued  in  the  past,  with  a  view  to  their 
completion  at  an  early  day,  is  to  be  continued,  that  an  appro- 
priation of  $1,000,000  should  be  at  once  available,  and  the 
Board  recommends  that  authority  for  a  further  loan  of  that 
amount  be  obtained  from  the  Legislature  at  the  next  session. 

The  Board  has  had  estimates  prepared  by  the  City 
Engineer  of  the  cost  of  completing  the  park  system,  in 
accordance  with  the  plans  of  the  Landscape  Architects,  so 
far  as  they  have  been  developed. 

These  estimates,  omitting  those  for  the  Strandway,  as 
originally  planned,  and  providing  only  for  sea  walls  at  K 
and  M  streets  and  wharf  at  Q  street  to  complete  the  grading 
of  the  part  now  under  contract,  are  as  follows :  — 

The  Fens $100,000  00 

Riverway 74,000  00 

Leverett  Park 27,000  00 

Jamaica  Park 86,000  00 

Arborway .  66,000  00 

Arnold  Arboretum 66,000  00 

FrankUn  Park 675,000  00 

Strandway,  Marine  Park  to  H  street      .         .  70,000  00 

Marine  Park 634,000  00 

Castle  Island 283,000  00 

Wood  Island  Park 278,000  00 

North  End  Park 21,000  00 

Charlestown  Heights 2,000  00 

$2,280,000  00 

These  statistics  represent  what  has  been  considered  desir- 
able to  be  done,  not  including  work  already  under  contracty 
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or  the  buildings  referred  to  aboye,  which  are  estimated  to 
cost  $285,000,  or  the  constmction  of  the  West  Roxbuiy 
Parkway,  the  plans  for  which  are  not  completed. 

The  plans  upon  which  these  estimates  are  based  may  be 
changed  in  some  particulars  which  will  reduce  the  expense, 
and  some  of  the  work  may  be  postponed,  but  with  the 
exceptions  stated,  the  total  represents  substantially  the 
amount  required  to  complete  the  parks  in  accordance  with 
the  plans  of  the  Landscape  Architects  already  prepared. 

STBAin)WAY. 

The  construction  of  the  Strandway  on  the  lines  planned 
by  the  Board  is  a  work  of  such  magnitude  as  to  make  it 
essential  that  a  special  appropriation  should  be  made  for  the 
purpose,  unless  some  other  means  is  found  for  connecting 
Franklin  Park  with  Marine  Park  by  a  suitable  way,  which 
will  permit  of  the  larger  work  being  suspended  for  the  pres- 
ent. The  Board  is  of  opinion  that  no  such  way  can  be 
planned  which  will  fulfil  the  requirements  of  the  Strandway 
so  well  as  the  carrying  out  of  the  original  plan,  and  that,  in 
any  event,  it  must  ultimately  be  constructed. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  Mayor,  the  Street  Commissioners 
and  this  Board  are  studying  the  problem  of  the  construction 
of  such  a  way  on  the  line  of  Columbia  street  and  an  exten- 
sion to  South  Boston.  As  this  scheme  cannot  be  carried  out 
without  further  legislation,  application  will  have  to  be  made 
to  the  General  Court  for  authority  to  construct  a  way  which 
will  serve  the  purposes  of  a  parkway  and  for  ordinary  travel. 

Bicycle  Ways. 
The  demand  for  special  bicycle  ways  in  public  parks  and 
parkways  has  been  under  consideration  by  this  Board,  and  a 
report  from  the  Landscape  Architects  is  herewith  printed ; 
the  reasons  therein  given  seeming  to  the  Board  conclusive 
against  the  establishment  of  such  ways. 
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Hay  21, 1896. 
Mr.  E.  C.  HoDQES,  Chairman  of  the  Park  CammiaHon^  Boston  ^  Mass. : 
Deab  Sir  : —  We  ask  that  the  following  account  of  our  views 
respecting  bicycling  in  the  parks  and  parkways  be  placed  on  file : 

1.  A  rural  or  country  park  is,  of  course,  designed  to  serve  the 
greatest  good  of  the  greatest  number.  Such  a  park  is,  however, 
designed  to  benefit  this  greatest  number  not  in  all  possible  ways,  but 
especially  in  one  particular  way;  namely,  by  providing  scenery  in 
striking  contrast  to  the  ordinary  scenery  of  city  streets.  The  removal 
of  large  spaces  from  the  taxable  area  of  a  city  is  not  justifiable  if  the 
lands  so  removed  are  used  for  purposes  which  smaller  or  less  costly 
spaces  would  serve  as  well  or  better.  Large  parks  are  not  created 
in  order  to  provide  fiower  gardens,  zoological  gardens,  eating-houses, 
race  courses,  foot  ball  fields,  or  any  other  such  things  or  conveniences, 
but  primarily  in  order  that  the  public  may  have  access  to  interesting 
scenery.  The  general  landscape  is  of  first  importance.  No  struct- 
ures, games  or  practices  tending  to  injure  the  landscape  or  incom- 
mode the  public  in  its  enjoyment  of  the  landscape  ought  to  be 
permitted.  To  allow  any  such  things  or  practices  to  grow  up  in  a 
country  park  is  to  defeat  its  primary  and  only  justifying  purpose. 

2.  Of  all  the  people  who  resort  to  the  landscape  of  a  park  much 
the  largest  number  enter  on  foot.  This,  indeed,  is  as  it  should  be, 
since  it  is  really  impossible  to  thoroughly  enjoy  scenery  except  when 
moving  slowly,  as  in  walking.  Moreover,  the  most  charming  scenes 
are  accessible  only  to  walkers.  It  is  proper,  therefore,  that  parks 
should  be  planned  with  special  reference  to  the  convenience  and 
enjoyment  of  foot  passengers.  So  many  people  desire  to  drive 
through  parks  that  roads  are  necessarily  opened,  but  thronged  roads 
injure  parks  from  the  point  of  view  of  people  on  foot  and  crossings  of 
foot  paths  at  grade  are,  therefore,  made  as  few  as  possible,  or  else  the 
grades  are  separated,  as  at  EUicott  Arch  in  Franklin  Park,  and 
throughout  Central  Park,  New  York.  For  the  use  of  the  compara- 
tively few  people  who  wish  to  visit  parks  on  horseback,  bridle-paths 
are  sometimes  constructed,  but  such  paths  in  parks  are  even  more 
objectionable  than  carriage  roads,  unless  grade  crossings  can  be 
avoided  entirely,  as  in  Central  Park.  It  is  on  this  account  that  only 
one  short  stretch  of  bridle-path  has  been  buOt  in  Franklin  Park. 
The  bridle-path  from  the  Fens  to  the  Park,  along  the  parkway, 
involves  comparatively  few  crossings,  not  otherwise  occasioned,  it 
injures  comparatively  little  scenery,  and  it  is  justifiable  on  the 
ground  that  without  this  one  soft  path  from  town  to  country,  horse- 
back riding  out  of  the  heart  of  Boston  would  be  practically  impos- 
sible owing  to  the  extreme  hardness  of  the  modem  carriage  roads. 

3.  If,  as  seems  obvious,  both  carriage  roads  and  bridle-paths  are 
objectionable  in  parks,  it  is  plain  that  special  bicjrcle  paths  would  be 
still  more  so.     The  bicycle  is  a  silent  steed,  and  one  which  moves 
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much  more  dangerously  rapidly  than  either  the  driving  or  the  saddle 
horse.  For  bicycle  paths  a  separation  of  grades  would  be  even  more 
necessary  than  for  bridle-paths.  A  separate  path  would  enable 
bicycles  to  traverse  the  park  much  more  swiftly  than  is  possible 
whUe  they  must  keep  to  the  road  used  by  slower  vehicles,  but  these 
slower  carriages  are  already  moving  quite  as  fast  as  it  is  possible  for 
their  occupants  to  move  and  still  enjoy  the  scenery,  so  that  if  motion 
is  accelerated,  park  ground  will  be  put  to  a  use  quite  inconsistent 
with  its  main  purpose.  In  other  words,  a  park  is  a  preserve  of 
scenery,  and  as  such  it  is  no  place  for  the  driver's  speedway,  the 
rider's  race-course  or  the  bicycler's  scorching  track.  Just  at  present 
the  new  Boston  and  Brookline  parkway  is  thronged  on  Sundays  with 
carriages  and  bicycles,  and  while  the  fever  to  be  seen  on  this  partic- 
ular road  lasts,  some  difficulty  will  doubtless  be  encountered  in 
regulating  the  traffic.  That  the  use  of  the  way  ought  to  be  better 
regulated  than  it  is  seems  plain.  Large  bodies  of  boys  running  with 
close  ranks  through  the  midst  of  the  strollers  and  the  baby  carriages 
of  a  foot  path  would  not  be  tolerated.  Speeding  horses  on  the 
park  roads  would  not  be  allowed.  The  so-called  club-runs  of  bicy- 
clers at  high  speed  along  the  parkway  ought  to  be  likewise  forbidden 
for  similar  reasons.  If  bicyclers  are  not  content  to  limit  themselves 
to  a  reasonable  speed  and  to  observe  the  rules  of  the  road,  they  may 
properly  be  asked  to  ride  elsewhere  than  on  the  parkway.  To 
deprive  the  horseback  riders  of  the  bridle-path  would  inflict  a  death- 
blow upon  riding,  but  the  mileage  of  roads  near  Boston  fit  for 
bicycling  is  enormous,  and  however  it  may  be  in  other  cities,  no 
hardship  will  be  worked  either  by  denying  the  petitions  for  separate 
bicycle  paths  or  by  regulating  the  use  of  the  existing  road  of  the 
Boston  Parkway. 

Bespectfully  submitted, 

Olmsted,  Olmsted  &  Eliot. 


Park  Rules. 
The  rules  for  the  use  and  government  of  the  public  parks, 
pleasure  grounds,  parkways  and  boulevards,  under  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Board,  have  been  revised  and  published  in 
manual  form. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Edwabd  C.  Hodges, 

Labak  Pratt, 

Charles  E.  Stratton, 

Commissioners. 
Jan.  31,  1897. 
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APPENDIX. 


REPORT   OF   LANDSCAPE   ARCHITECTS. 


Mr.    E.    C.   Hodges,    Chairman   of  the    Park    Commission^ 
Boston,  Mass.: 

Dear  Sir  :  The  following  brief  notes  of  our  doings  in  con- 
nection with  the  work  of  the  Boston  Park  Commission  during  the 
year  1896  are  respectfully  submitted :  — 

General  Plans. 

The  last  complete  design  or  "  general  plan"  oflacially  adopted 
by  the  Park  Commission  was  our  design  for  the  small  and 
peculiar  pleasure  grounds  recently  named  North  End  Beach  and 
Copp's  Hill  Terraces. 

A  general  plan  for  Dorchester  Park  has  been  prepared,  but 
has  never  been  formally  adopted,  because  certain  agreements  with 
the  city  departments  controlling  adjacent  lands,  which  ought  to  be 
joined  to  the  pai*k,  —  namely,  the  City  Hospital  and  the  Street 
Department — have  not  yet  been  entered  into. 

A  general  plan  for  the  recently  acquired  West  Roxbury  Park- 
way, extending  from  the  Arboretum  to  Bellevue  Hill  and  Stony 
Brook  Reservation,  has  been  ordered  by  the  Conmiission,  and 
is  almost  completed.  It  cannot,  however,  be  satisfactorily 
finished  until  certain  small  additional  areas  of  land  are  secured 
at  two  difficult  places.  When  these  two  parcels  are  acquired, 
there  will  be  no  part  of  the  Boston  Parks  where  "boundary 
roads,"  affording  frontage  for  adjacent  building  lands,  cannot  be 
constructed  when  wanted.  It  may  be  noted  that  the  West 
Roxbury  Parkway  will  presumably  be  the  last  large  Boston 
park  area  for  which  a  comprehensive  design  will  be  needed. 
Hereafter,  or  at  least  until  the  city  shall  take  up  in  earnest  the 
development  of  the  remarkable  opportunity  presented  by  the 
Charles  river,  between  Boston  and  Cambridge,  for  which  only 
preliminary   sketches   have  as  yet  been  prepared,  it  is  to  be 
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presumed  that  the  only  general  designs  required  will  be  those  for 
small  local  recreation  grounds.  We  have  already  submitted  to 
the  Board  preliminary  plans  for  several  of  these  local  grounds, 
but  final  action  upon  them  has  been  delayed,  owing  to  the  lack 
of  sufficient  appropriations.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned  the 
M-street  Playground,  Neponset  Playground,  Washington  Village 
Playground,  Fellows-street  Playground,  Billings  Field  in  West 
Roxbury,  and,  largest  of  all,  Franklin  Field.  Designs  for 
Brighton  Playground  and  for  Chelsea-street  Playground  will  be 
ready  shortly. 

As  has  been  the  case  in  all  recent  years,  the  study  of  the 
details  of  previously  submitted  and  adopted  general  plans  has 
chiefly  busied  your  landscape  architects.  (Plans,  diagrams  and 
sketches  to  the  number  of  113  have  been  designed  by  them 
during  the  year.) 

In  1895  the  grading  plans  for  North  End  Beach,  for  the  yacht 
club  sites  on  the  Strandway,  for  the  neighborhood  of  the  Frank- 
lin Park  Refectory  and  carriage-sheds,  and  the  widening  of  Blue 
Hill  avenue,  with  a  number  of  similar  works,  had  close  attention. 

During  1896,  detailed  construction  designs  have  been  prepared 
for  a  large  part  of  West  Roxbury  Parkway ;  for  several  drives 
and  walks  in  the  Peters'  Hill  section  of  the  Arboretum ;  for  a 
drive  and  walks  in  Jamaica  Park,  between  Prince  street  and  the 
pond;  for  the  peculiar  bathing  beach  outside  the  Strandway  at 
the  foot  of  L  street ;  for  a  hfeavy  sea-wall  to  support  the  yacht-club 
sites  on  the  Strandway ;  for  a  foot-path  enti*ance  to  Franklin  Park, 
from  Blue  Hill  avenue  at  the  end  of  Wales  street ;  for  the  widen- 
ing of  Canterbury  and  Morton  streets,  bounding  Franklin  Park ;  for 
the  relocation  of  Longwood-avenue  bridge  in  Riverway,  together 
with  a  walk  and  steps  in  connection  with  the  bridge,  and  so  on. 

Among  the  most  difficult  details  of  park  designs  are  the  plans 
for  necessary  buildings.  The  Commission  has  always  employed 
good  architects,  but  it  has  been  necessary  that  we  should  define 
for  the  architects  the  purposes  to  be  served  by  the  buildings,  and  to 
indicate  how  they  may  best  be  harmonized  with  the  surrounding 
park  scenery  of  which  they  must  necessarily  form  an  integral 
part.     For  this  reason  we  usually  sketch  preliminary  plans. 

In  connection  with  the  various  parks  and  playgrounds,  we  have 
studied  preliminary  sketches  for  the  following  buildings :  a  shel-' 
ter,  with  toilet,  etc.,  for  golf  players  and  picnickers  at  Abbotswood 
in  Franklin  Park ;  Refectory  carriage-sheds  in  Franklin  Park  (re-' 
vised  sketch) ;  a  large  shelter   and  field  house  for  the  men's 
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athletic  groands  and  for  skaters  and  ball  players,  with  administra- 
tion offices  and  public  toilet  at  Franklin  Field ;  a  boat  storage 
shed  in  Jamaica  Park ;  a  boat  storage  shed  in  Leverett  Park ;  a 
boat-landing  in  Riyerway ;  an  administration  building  with  public 
toilet  and  storage  for  boats  in  the  basement  (instead  of  the 
separate  boat-shed)  in  Back  Bay  Fens;  an  administration 
building,  a  women's  bath-house,  a  men's  bath-house  and  prom- 
enade piers  at  North  End  Beach ;  a  field  house  for  men's  and 
women's  athletic  grounds,  with  administration  offices  and  public 
toilet  (revised  plans)  in  Charlestown  Playground;  a  waiting- 
room  and  shelter  for  street-car  passengers  at  Charlestown 
Playground ;  field  house  for  men's  and  women's  athletic  grounds, 
with  administration  offices,  public  shelter  and  toilet  for  skaters 
in  M-street  Playground. 

Working  drawings  and  specifications  for  the  administration 
building  and  women's  bath-house  at  North  End  Beach,  based  upon 
our  sketches,  have  been  prepared  by  Architect  R.  C.  Sturgis,  during 
the  past  year,  and  the  contract  awarded.  It  iB  impossible  to  fore- 
tell how  much  this  small  bathing-beach  may  be  frequented,  but  it 
seemed  best  to  use  only  part  of  the  space  available  for  bathers' 
dressing-rooms  at  once.  A  considerable  increase  of  acconmioda- 
tion  can  be  hereafter  obtained  on  the  adjoining  pier.  The 
women's  bath-house  is  ingeniously  arranged  so  as  to  properly 
control  the  bathers,  and  so  as  to  permit  their  passing  to  and  from 
the  beach  without  interfering  with  persons  passing  to  or  from  the 
pier  and  boat-landing.     Both  piers  are  also  under  contract. 

The  bathing  establishment  and  Refectory  at  Marine  Park  was 
first  opened  last  summer,  and  was  much  used ;  but  the  bathing 
beach  needs  to  be  fenced  off,  as  originally  designed. 

The  Refectory  in  Franklin  Park  was  also  opened  for  the  first 
time  last  summer,  and  was  much  visited,  especially  on  warm  even- 
ings. For  the  sake  of  the  health  of  the  vines  which  are  to  cover 
the  great  pergola,  we  were  obliged  to  recommend  a  temporary 
flooring  of  plank.  A  brick  pavement  will  be  substituted  after  the 
vines  are  well  started.  The  circular  carriage-shed  adjacent  to 
this  building  has  been  nearly  completed. 

Among  the  buildings  which  are  already  needed  are  the  field 
house  for  athletes,  ball  players  and  skaters  at  Franklin  Field ;  the 
boat  storage  shed  at  Jamaica  Pond ;  the  boating  and  skating  shelter 
at  Jamaica  Pond ;  a  similar  shelter  at  Leverett  Pond ;  an  adminis- 
tration building  in  Back  Bay  Fens;  a  group  of  administration 
buildings  in  Franklin  Park,  and  a  large  shelter  on  Castle  Island. 
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Perhaps  the  most  difficult  of  all  the  elements  of  a  general  plan 
to  get  carried  out  satisfactorily  is  such  modification  of  existing 
vegetation,  or  such  addition  of  new  vegetation  by  planting,  as 
may  be  required  for  the  realization  of  the  intended  scenery.  The 
lines  and  grades  of  roads  and  paths  which  make  parks  accessible 
can  be  described  by  drawings  with  all  needed  accuracy,  but  not 
so  the  more  essentially  scenic  work  in  the  woods  and  fields.  This 
work  in  the  Boston  parks  has  been,  and  indeed  must  be,  intrusted 
to  responsible  specialists,  corresponding  as  to  knowledge  and 
ability  with  the  engineers  who  are  in  charge  of  the  constructive 
works ;  and,  if  satisfactory  results  are  to  be  secured,  it  is  just  as 
essential  for  the  foresters  or  gardeners  to  be  loyal  to  the  general 
plans  as  it  is  for  the  engineers  to  be.  There  are  certain  parts  of 
the  parks,  especially  along  the  borders  of  waters  and  in  existing 
rocky  woodlands,  where  we  have  designed  to  have  unusually  wild 
and  natural  effects.  For  the  gardener  to  plant  in  such  situations 
exotic  trees  and  showy  garden  shrubs  and  perennials,  would  go 
far  toward  defeating  the  essential  elements  of  our  designs.  The 
roads  and  paths  of  "country  parks"  are  placed  in  certain 
positions  so  as  to  command  certain  landscapes  or  bits  of  scenery 
thus  and  so,  and,  conversely,  the  vegetation,  which  in  this  chmate 
makes  the  scenery,  must  be  controlled,  encouraged  or  modified 
accordingly.  Unless  planting,  thinning  and  clearing  are  thus 
done  sympathetically,  the  courses  of  the  roads  become  meaning- 
less, and  their  cost  is  wasted. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Olmsted,  Olmsted  &  Eliot, 

Landscape  Architects  Advisory. 


CITY  ENGINEER'S   REPORT. 

CiTT  OF  BOBTOK,  ElfOIVBBBIKa  DbPARTVBHT, 

50  CiTT  Hall,  Jan.  30, 1897. 
Me.  Edward  C.  Hodges,  Chairman  Board  of  Park  Com' 
missioners : 
Dear  Sm:  I  herewith  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
work  done,  and  of  the  matters  of  interest  in  connection  with  the 
work  placed  under  my  direction,  by  your  Board,  the  work  being 
continued  under  the  immediate  charge  of  Assistant  Engineer 
E.  W.  Howe. 
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Commonwealth  Atenub, 
Undergroand  conduits  for  electric  wires  have  been  built  by  the 
Edison  Electric  Illuminating  Company  between  Massachusetts 
avenue  and  Beacon  street,  and  also  on  Charlesgate  East  and 
Charlesgate  West,  between  Commonwealth  avenue  and  Beacon 
street. 

The  Fens. 

The  only  work  of  construction  done  here  during  the  year  was 
the  re-grading  and  re-surfacing  the  grounds  and  walks  around 
the  John  Boyle  O'Reilly  monument.  The  area  immediately 
around  the  monument  has  been  covered  with  an  artificial  stone 
walk. 

Two  small  temporary  boat-landings  were  built,  one  nearly 
opposite  Westland  entrance  and  one  at  Brookline  avenue. 

RrVERWAT, 

The  yard  at  the  Administration  Building  has  been  inclosed  by 
a  wall  on  the  side  towards  the  park  and  by  a  fence  on  the  line  of 
the  railroad.  The  walks  in  the  vicinity  of  the  building  have  been 
surfaced  and  the  plantations  graded.  The  building  was  opened 
for  the  use  of  the  public  early  in  the  season. 

On  Audubon  road,  between  the  railroad  and  Beacon  street,  the 
Street  Department  has  built  sewers  on  each  side  of  the  road,  and 
the  gas  and  water-pipes  have  been  laid.  The  surfacing  of  the 
road  is  now  in  progress. 

A  temporary  boat-landing  was  built  near  the  gate  house  at 
Brookline  avenue. 

Leverett  Pask.' 

Three  hundred  and  forty-four  linear  feet  of  8-inch  and  958 
linear  feet  of  18-inch  drains  have  been  built  from  near  the  junc- 
tion of  Bynner  street  with  the  Parkway  to  Leverett  pond. 
Catch-basins  at  this  junction  were  built  by  the  owners  of  the 
abutting  land.  * 

Jamaica  Pabk. 

A  6-inch  sewer  has  been  built  from  the  Pine  Bank  Refectory 
to  the  sewer  in  Jamaicaway,  near  Perkins  street,  a  distance  of 
1,050  feet. 

On  December  14  a  contract  was  made  with  F.  A.  Snow  for 
grading  the  drive,  walks  and  slopes  on  the  westerly  side  of  the 
park  between  Perkins  street  and  Jamaicaway.  This  work  is  now 
in  progress. 
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The  water-pipe  from  the  pumping-station  is  nearly  all  laid,  and 
the  boilers  and  pumps  should  be  repaired  so  that  the  plant  can 
be  used. 

Arborwat. 

The  drive  on  the  traffic  road  has  been  surfaced  for  a  distance 
of  1,350  feet  westerly  from  South  street. 

On  December  1  a  contract  was  made  with  Thomas  F.  Broderick 
for  building  a  wall  on  the  line  between  the  Arborway  and  the 
Arboretum.     The  work  is  not  yet  completed. 

The  bridge  over  the  Parkway,  on  the  line  of  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad,  is  nearly  finished.  This  is  a 
masonry  structure  of  five  arches,  and  makes  an  angle  with  the 
railroad  of  63  degrees  3  seconds.  The  width  of  the  bridge  at  right 
angles  to  the  railroad  is  69  feet.  The  southerly  arch  is  over 
Morton  street,  and  the  northerly  arch  is  over  the  traffic  road  on 
the  northerly  side  of  the  Parkway.  Each  of  these  arches  has  a 
span  of  41  feet  2  inches.  The  central  arch  has  a  span  of  45  feet 
2  inches,  and  is  over  the  Parkway  drive.  On  each  side  of  the 
central  arch  there  is  an  arch  of  23  feet  2  inches  span,  the  north- 
erly one  being  over  the  bridle-path  and  the  southerly  one  over  the 
promenade.  The  foundations  rest  upon  beds  of  concrete,  varying 
in  thickness  according  to  the  character  of  the  ground ;  all  oth^r 
masonry  is  of  granite.  The  soffits  of  the  arches  and  the  parapets 
are  fine  pointed;  all  other  exposed  surfaces  are  quarry  faced. 
The  bridge  is  surmounted  by  a  parapet  6  feet  high  on  each  side 
of  the  railroad. 

The  bridge  was  built  by  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hart- 
ford Railroad  Company,  after  plans  made  by  Messrs.  Shepley, 
Rutan  &  Coolidge,  architects. 

The  drive  between  Washington  street  and  Forest  Hills  street 
was  opened  to  travel  on  August  2. 

Arnold  Arboretum. 

A  complete  crusher  plant  has  been  established  at  the  quarry 
on  Bussey  street,  and  the  work  of  crushing  stone  for  road  con- 
struction and  repair  is  now  going  on. 

On  October  5  a  contract  was  made  with  James  Doonan  for 
grading  the  road  on  the  northerly  side  of  Peters'  Hill,  between 
the  corner  of  Bussey  and  Walter  streets  and  the  comer  of  Bussey 
and  South  streets.  This  work  will  be  completed  early  in  the  com- 
ing season. 
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West  Roxburt  Pakkwat. 
A  topographical  survey  of  the  portion  of  the  Parkway  between 
the  Arboretum  and  Weld  street  has  been  made  during  the  year. 

Franklin  Park. 

The  new  drive  at  Forest  Hills  entrance  was  finished  and  opened 
to  travel  on  August  2.  At  the  same  time  EUicott  street,  the  last  of 
the  old  highways  in  the  park,  was  closed.  The  walk  through  this 
entrance  has  been  finished,  and  the  gravel  has  been  deposited  on 
the  ride,  but  some  work  remains  to  be  done  to  complete  the  latter. 

At  the  Refectory  the  service  drive  from  Blue  Hill  avenue  to 
the  service  yard  of  the  building  has  been  built.  A  deep  excava- 
tion for  the  drive  and  walls  6  feet  high  on  each  side  of  it  were 
necessary.  Steps  on  the  path  and  walls  on  each  side  of  the  path, 
leading  from  Blue  Hill  avenue  to  the  Refectory,  have  been  built. 
The  wall  on  the  line  of  the  road  from  Glen  lane  to  the  Refectory 
has  been  completed ;  also  a  wall  on  the  southerly  side  of  Glen  lane 
from  the  Refectory  drive  to  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

The  road  to  the  Refectory  and  the  court  in  front  of  the  building 
have  been  surfaced,  and  the  Pergola  Terrace  has  been  covered  with 
a  temporary  plank  floor. 

A  drain  was  laid  from  the  building  to  Blue  Hill  avenue,  but, 
as  at  the  time  the  sewer  had  not  been  built  in  that  part  of  the 
avenue,  a  temporary  drain  was  built  from  the  end  of  the  drain 
to  the  sewer  at  Wales  street.  The  sewer  has  since  been  built  in 
the  avenue,  and  the  park  drain  permanently  connected  with  it. 
Another  drain  has  been  built  from  the  carriage  shed  to  the  sewer 
in  Blue  Hill  avenue.  A  6-inch  water-pipe  was  laid  from  Blue 
Hill  avenue  to  the  Refectory. 

The  grading  of  the  grounds  in  this  vicinity  has  been  nearly 
finished.     The  Refectory  was  opened  on  July  4. 

Franklin  Field. 

No  construction  work  has  been  done  during  the  year  except  to 
repair  some  of  the  turf  which  had  become  winter-killed. 

The  Street  Department  has  built  a  sewer  on  the  southerly  and 
easterly  sides  of  the  Field  between  the  drainage  ditch  and  the 
boundary  line  from  Lyons  street  to  Talbot  avenue. 

DORCHESTERWAT. 

The  Street  Department  has  completed  the  sewers  on  both  sides  of 
the  Parkway,  between  Pond  street  and  Dorchester  avenue.  The 
Water  Department  is  now  laying  its  pipes  in  this  same  section. 
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Work  was  resumed  in  August  on  the  surfacing  of  the  driveway. 
The  gutters  have  been  paved,  the  catch-basins  built,  the  Telford 
foundation  laid,  and  most  of  it  covered  with  crushed  stone  on  the 
section  between  Pond  street  and  Dorchester  avenue.  A  large 
amount  of  rock  has  been  excavated  between  Dorchester  avenue 
and  Buttonwood  street. 

The  Stbandway. 

Plans  and  specifications  were  prepared,  and  on  June  4  a  con- 
tract was  made  with  Jones  &  Meehan  for  building  the  sea  wall 
and  grading  that  portion  of  the  Strandway  between  O  street  and 
Marine  Park,  for  the  sum  of  $117,000.  This  work  is  now  being 
done. 

On  October  19  a  contract  was  made  with  Hugh  Farrell  for 
filling  and  grading  that  portion  of  the  Strandway  between  I  and 
O  streets.  This  work  will  require  about  160,000  cubic  yards  of 
filling  which  is  to  be  furnished  for  47  cents  per  cubic  yard. 
Work  was  begun  early  in  November,  and  is  now  in  progress. 

Plans  have  been  prepared  for  the  extension  of  the  storm  over- 
flow sewers  at  I  and  N  streets. 

On  December  1  a  contract  was  made  with  James  Dolan  for 
removing  the  surplus  loam  from  the  site  of  the  proposed  play- 
ground on  M,  First  and  Second  streets,  and  piling  the  same  on  the 
Strandway  for  future  use  there.     The  work  is  nearly  finished. 

Marine  Park. 

The  new  head-house  was  opened  to  the  public  on  June  17,  and 
the  pier,  which  had  been  kept  closed  since  the  preceding  winter 
on  account  of  the  work  on  the  head-house,  was  opened  on  June  19. 

As  stated  in  the  last  annual  report  some  of  the  columns  sup- 
porting the  iron  pier  had  been  broken  by  the  pressure  of  the 
filling  forming  the  beach.  Measurements  taken  at  frequent 
intervals  having  shown  that  the  movement  of  the  columns  had 
practically  ceased  it  was  decided  to  repair  them.  This  was  done 
in  the  following  manner :  Two  rows  of  four  spruce  piles  each  were 
driven,  one  on  each  side  of  the  column,  on  lines  parallel  to  the 
direction  of  the  pier  and  as  near  the  columns  as  was  practicable. 
The  pile-driver  was  placed  on  the  fioor  of  the  pier.  Each  row 
was  capped  with  a  12-inch  hard  pine  timber.  Other  piles  were 
driven,  and  the  pier  was  temporarily  supported  on  them  by  block- 
ing and  by  clamps  around  the  column.  The  column  then  having 
been  cut  off  at  the  proper  grade,  and  about  1^  feet  of  the  part 
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below  the  cut  broken  away  it  was  swung  into  a  vertical  position 
by  jack  screws.  Two  courses  of  6-inch  hard  pine  timber,  laid 
close,  were  then  placed  on  the  caps  and  spiked  to  them,  and  the 
column  lowered  on  to  a  bed  of  cement  on  the  platform.  Three 
columns  were  treated  in  this  manner.  The  grades  of  the  platforms 
vary  according  to  the  grade  of  the  ground,  but  they  are  such  that 
the  timber  can  all  be  covered  by  the  filling,  and  so  no  evidence  of 
the  injury  be  seen.  The  columns  are  4  J  feet  in  diameter,  of  cast 
iron,  1 J  inches  thick,  and  filled  solid  with  concrete.  The  tops  of 
the  columns  are  at  grade  20,  and  they  were  sunk  to  a  depth  of  from 
60  to  64  feet,  the  lower  10  feet  being  in  stiff  clay,  above  which 
there  was  about  28  feet  of  mud.  The  weight  to  be  raised  in 
moving  the  columns  was  about  40  tons.  Measurements  taken 
since  the  work  was  done  show  no  movement. 

The  old  Refectory  building  has  been  removed,  and  the  site 
graded  and  loamed. 

The  house  occupied  by  the  sergeant  in  charge  of  Fort  Independ- 
ence was  thoroughly  repaired  during  the  spring. 

Public  Park,  North  End. 

The  work  done  under  the  contract  with  Trumbull  &  Ryan,  dated 
Nov.  4,  1895,  was  finished  on  November  2,  at  a  cost  of  $43,- 
055.26.  This  work  consisted  of  the  grading  of  the  grounds 
north  of  Commercial  street,  the  building  of  catch-basins  and 
drains,  the  building  of  a  wall  on  the  line  of  Commercial  street, 
and  the  building  of  all  sea  walls  for  the  approaches  to  the 
proposed  promenade  piers,  with  the  exception  of  the  wall  on  the 
westerly  dock,  which  was  omitted  on  account  of  the  insufficiency 
of  the  appropriation  at  the  time. 

On  January  18  of  this  year,  a  contract  was  made  with  William 
L.  Miller  for  building  the  wall  on  the  westerly  dock.  This  work 
has  been  begun. 

Plans  and  specifications  have  been  prepared  for  building  the 
promenade  and  bath-house  piers. 

On  September  16  a  contract  was  made  with  Perkins  &  White 
for  doing  all  the  work,  except  planting,  required  to  complete  the 
section  of  this  park  between  Charter  and  Commercial  streets. 
This  work  is  to  be  finished  on  or  before  June  1  of  this  year. 

Wood  Island  Park* 
Fourteen  electric  arc  lamps  have  been  set  up  on  the  gymnasium 
ground,  and  6  on  the  large  field.     Three  thousand  four  hundred 
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and  fifty-seven  linear  feet  of  underground  conduit,  carrying  5,801^ 
linear  feet  of  cable  to  these  lamps,  have  been  built.  The  work 
was  done  by  the  Boston  Electric  Light  Company. 

A  portion  of  the  large  field  was  covered  with  loam  to  provide 
for  two  baseball  diamonds. 

Agricultural  tile  drains  have  been  laid  in  a  portion  of  the  gym- 
nasium ground  for  the  better  draining  of  the  same. 

Charlestowk  Heights. 
The  only  work  of  construction  done  here  during  the  year  was 
the  building  of  a  retaining  wall  on  the  line  of  St.  Martin  street, 
which  was  done  under  a  contract  with  McHale  &  Heisler,  dated 
Sept.  8,  1896.  The  work  was  completed  late  in  the  season  at  a 
cost  of  $4,640.  Some  grading  remains  to  be  done  back  of  this 
wall,  and  iron  railings  are  required  on  a  part  of  it,  and  on  the 
walls  on  either  side  of  the  shelter  building ;  this  will  complete 
the  construction  of  that  portion  of  this  park  south  of  Medford 
street. 

Charlkstown  Playground. 
The  work  of  filling  has  gone  on  as  heretofore  at  no  expense  to 
the  department,  except  for  the  levelling  of  the  material.    About  9 
acres  out  of  a  total  of  14  acres  have  been  filled  nearly  to  grade. 

Charlesbank. 
The  face  of  the  sea  wall  was  repointed  early  in  the  spring,  and 
the  usual  repairs  made  in  the  gymnasium. 

Playgrounds. 
Surveys  have  been  made  of  land  for  Playgrounds  on  Neponset 
avenue,  Dorchester ;  on  Bellevue  and  La  Grange  streets,West  Rox- 
bury,  and  of  the  city's  lot  on  First,  M  and  Second  streets,  South 
Boston. 

The  appended  table  shows  the  principal  items  of  work  com-, 
pleted  to  date. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WiLLLAH  Jackson, 

City  Engineer. 
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STATUTES  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH   RELATING  TO 

PUBLIC  PARKS  IN  OR  NEAR  THE 

CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

[Stat.  1896.  —  Chap.  199.] 

An  Act  relative  to  parks. 

Section  1.  Whoever  violates  any  rule  or  regulation  for  the 
government  or  use  of  any  public  reservation,  parkway  or  boule- 
vard, made  under  authority  of  law  by  any  board  or  officer  in 
charge  thereof,  shall  for  each  offence  be  punished  by  a  fine  not 
exceeding  twenty  dollars,  on  complaint  before  any  court  of  com- 
petent jurisdiction. 

Sect.  2.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  herewith  are 
hereby  repealed. 

(Approved  March  26^  1896.) 

[Stat.  1896.  —  Chap.  284.] 

An  Act  relative  to  excavations,  fillings  and  constructions 

in  tide  waters  for  the  purposes  of  the  public  parks  of 

the  city  of  boston. 

Section  1.  All  excavations,  fillings  and  structures  in  the 
tide  waters  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  be  made  by  the  city  of 
Boston  for  the  purposes  of  its  public  parks,  and  heretofore  ap- 
proved by  the  board  of  harbor  and  land  commissioners,  may  be 
continued  and  carried  out  to  the  extent  of  such  approval,  whether 
the  time  within  which  they  should  have  been  completed  has  or  has 
not  expired. 

Sect.  2.     This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

{Approved  April  i^,  1896.) 

[Stat.  1896.  — Chap.  313.] 

An  Act  relative  to  the  building  line  and  height  of  build- 
ings  ON  PARKWATS,    BOULEVARDS  AND   PARKS. 

Section  1.  The  board  of  park  commissioners  of  a  city  or 
town  may,  in  the  manner  and  in  accordance  with  and  subject  to 
che  provisions  of  chapter  four  hundred  and  sixty-two  of  the  acts 
of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-three,  establish  a  build- 
ing line,  at  no  point  more  than  twenty-five  feet  distant  from  any 
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exterior  line  of  a  parkway,  boulevard  or  public  way  on  which  a 
park  borders ;  and  the  extreme  height  to  which  buildings  may  be 
erected  upon  such  parkway,  boulevard  or  public  way  shall  be 
seventy  feet,  or  such  other  height  as  the  city  council  of  a  city  or 
the  inhabitants  of  a  town  may  from  time  to  time  determine. 

Sect.  2.  Any  person  sustaining  damage  by  reason  of  the  es- 
tablishment of  any  building  line  under  the  provisions  of  the  pre- 
ceding section  shall  have  the  same  remedies  for  obtaining  payment 
therefor  as  may  at  the  time  of  the  filing  of  a  petition  for  such 
damages  be  prescribed  by  law  for  obtaining  payment  for  damages 
sustained  by  any  person  whose  land  is  taken  in  the  laying  out  of 
a  highway  in  such  city  or  town. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  in  any  city  when  accepted 
by  the  city  council  thereof,  and  in  any  town  when  accepted  by  a 
majority  of  the  legal  voters  thereof  present  and  voting  thereon 
at  a  town  meeting  called  for  the  purpose. 

{Ajpproved  April  27 y  1896.) 

[Stat.  1896.  —  Chap.  411.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  gbbtain  lands  taken  fob 
public  park  purposes  in  the  city  of  boston. 

Section  1.  The  board  of  park  commissioners  of  the  city  of 
Boston  is  hereby  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  mayor  of 
said  city,  to  sell  the  parcels  of  land  situated  on  the  northeasterly 
side  of  Seaver  street,  adjoining  Franklin  Park,  in  that  part  of 
said  city  known  as  Roxbury,  and  to  apply  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  to  the  payment  for  other  lands  taken  by  said  city  for  park 
purposes. 

Sect.  2.     This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

{Approved  May  16  j  1896.) 

[Stat.  1896.  —  Chap.  453 J 
An  Act  to  authorize  the  city  of  boston  to  continue  the 
construction  of  its  public  parks. 
Section  1.  The  city  of  Boston  shall  continue  the  construc- 
tion of  the  public  parks  of  said  city,  and  to  pay  the  expenses 
incurred  therefor,  including  payments  for  lands,  the  city  treasurer 
shall  from  time  to  time  as  specified  in  requests  by  the  board  of 
park  commissioners  of  said  city,  approved  by  the  mayor,  issue 
notes,  bonds  or  scrip  of  said  city,  and  the  total  amount  so 
issued  shall  not  exceed  one  million  dollars ;  provided,  however^ 
that  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  notes,  bonds  or  scrip  hereby 
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anthorized  to  be  issued  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars 
shall  be  applied  towards  the  completion  of  the  Strandway,  so- 
called,  in  South  Boston,  and  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  for 
the  completion  of  the  North  End  Park.  Said  notes,  bonds  or 
scrip  shall  be  made  payable  in  thirty  years  from  their  date,  and 
bear  interest  payable  semi-annually  at  such  rate,  not  exceeding 
four  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  at  such  times  as  shall  be  fixed  by 
said  treasurer,  and  the  indebtedness  incurred  under  this  act  shall 
not  be  taken  into  consideration  in  determining  the  debt  limit  of 
said  city. 

Sect.  2.     This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

{^Approved  June  2y  1896,) 

[Stat.  1896.  —  Chap.  465.] 

An  Act  to  better  define  the  authoritt  of  the  metropol- 
itan PARK  commission. 

Section  1.  Whenever,  by  reason  of  a  taking  by  the  Common- 
wealth through  its  metropolitan  park  commission,  duly  concurred 
in  according  to  law,  an  existing  public  street  is  so  affected  that 
the  public  rights  therein  might  otherwise  be  abridged,  either 
by  being  wholly  or  in  part  included  within  the  taking,  any  and 
all  exceptions  and  reservations  made  in  said  taking  in  favor  of 
any  municipality  within  which  said  street  or  any  part  thereof 
may  lie,  and  of  the  public,  and  of  any  corporations  and  individ- 
uals (said  taking  being  accompanied  by  a  plan  showing  the  land 
included  therein  and  the  street  so  affected)  shall  be  valid, 
effectual  and  binding ;  and  in  order  to  insure  to  the  parties  from 
time  to  time  concerned  the  fud  and  perfect  enjoyment  of  the 
uses  thereby  reserved  said  board  is  hereby  authorized  and  em- 
powered from  time  to  time  to  make  grants  or  conveyances  of 
easements,  to  enter  into  agreements,  to  issue  licenses,  and 
generally  to  conclude  arrangements  to  that  end,  all  in  its  discre- 
tion ;  but  no  such  grant,  agreement,  license  or  arrangement  shall 
be  taken  or  held  to  abrogate  or  abridge  the  control  of  said  board 
over  the  land  included  in  said  taking  except  as  in  said  exceptions 
and  reservations  provided,  or  the  right  of  said  board  from  time 
to  time  in  its  discretion  to  make  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
government  and  use  of  any  roadway,  boulevard  or  crossway, 
which  may  at  any  time  hereafter  be  laid  out  and  maintained  over 
said  land  or  over  any  portion  thereof,  not  inconsistent  with  such 
exceptions  and  reservations. 
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Sect.  2.  Said  commission  is  hereby  authorized  and  empow- 
ered to  transfer  for  care  and  control,  including  police  protection, 
any  lands  or  rights  or  easements  or  interest  in  land,  although  the 
same  be  a  roadway  or  boulevard  owned  or  controlled  by  it,  to 
any  city,  town  or  county,  or  local  board  of  a  city  or  town  within 
the  metropolitan  parks  district,  with  the  consent  of  such  city, 
town,  county  or  board,  and  upon  such  terms  and  for  such  period 
as  may  be  mutually  agreed  upon,  and  to  enter  into  an  agree- 
ment with  any  such  city,  town  or  county  or  board  for  the  joint 
care  and  control  or  police  protection  of  said  land  or  boulevard, 
and  also  for  laying  out,  constructing  and  maintaining  streets  or 
ways  into  or  across  any  such  land  or  boulevard ;  and  any  city, 
town  or  county,  or  any  local  board  within  the  metropolitan  parks 
district,  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  transfer  for  care 
and  control,  including  police  protection,  any  land,  rights,  ease- 
ments or  interest  in  land  in  its  control,  although  the  same  be 
already  a  part  of  a  public  street  owned  or  controlled  by  it,  to  the 
metropolitan  park  commission  for  such  period  and  upon  such  terms 
as  may  be  mutually  agreed  upon,  and  to  enter  into  an  agreement 
with  said  commission  for  the  joint  care  and  control,  including 
police  protection,  of  said  land  or  street. 

Sect.  3.  Said  commission  is  hereby  authorized  to  join  with 
any  city,  town  or  county  in  the  laying  out,  improvement,  reloca- 
tion, widening,  repairing,  maintaining  and  caring  for  any  public 
street,  way,  bridge  or  stream  which  lies  along  or  connects  any 
lands,  roadways  or  boulevards,  or  any  sewer,  water  pipe  or  other 
conduit  in  such  public  street,  way  or  bridge,  or  in  or  across  any 
park,  road  or  boulevard,  or  park  reservation  or  open  space 
owned  or  controlled  by  it,  and  in  the  expense  of  such  work,  and 
for  such  purposes  or  any  of  them  to  make  contribution  to  such 
city,  town  or  county  by  a  grant  of  land  or  rights  in  land, 
although  the  same  be  already  a  roadway  or  boulevard,  or  by 
payment  of  money  for  its  portion  of  such  expense. 

Sect.  4.     This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

(Approved  June  -#,  1896.) 

[Stat.  1896.  — Chap.  466.] 
An  Act  increasing  the  amount  of  money  to  be  placed  at  the 

disposal  of  the  metropolitan  park  commission  for  general 

purposes. 

Section  1.  The  metropolitan  park  commission,  created  by 
chapter  four  hundred  and  seven  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen 
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hundred  and  ninety-three,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the 
provisions  of  said  act  and  of  all  acts  in  amendment  thereof  or  in 
addition  thereto,  including  chapters  four  hundred  and  eighty-three 
and  five  hundred  and  nine  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  ninety-four,  and  chapter  four  hundred  and  fifty  of  the 
acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-five,  may  expend  the 
further  sum  of  one  million  dollars  in  addition  to  all  sums  hereto- 
fore authorized  to  be  expended  by  it ;  and  to  meet  expenditures 
incurred  under  authority  of  this  act  the  treasurer  and  receiver 
general  shall  issue  a  corresponding  amount  of  scrip  or  certifi- 
cates of  indebtedness  as  an  addition  to  the  metropolitan  parks 
loan,  and  shall  add  to  the  existing  sinking  fimd  heretofore  author- 
ized to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  same ;  said  scrip  or  certifi- 
cates of  indebtedness  shall  be  issued  and  additions  to  said 
sinking  fund  so  established  shall  be  assessed  and  collected  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  sections  nine,  ten,  eleven  and 
twelve  of  said  chapter  four  hundred  and  seven  of  the  acts  of  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-three  and  the  provisions  of 
chapter  two  hundred  and  eighty-three  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-five. 

Sect.  2.     This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

(Approved  June  4,  1896.) 

[Stat.  1896.—  Chap.  472.] 

An  Act  increasing  the  amount  of  money  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  metropolitan  park  commission  for  the 
construction  of  roadways  and  boulevards. 
Section  1.  The  metropolitan  park  commission,  created  by 
chapter  four  hundred  and  seven  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  ninety-three,  may,  for  the  purposes  of  constructing 
roadways  and  boulevards  under  the  authority  of  chapter  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty-eight  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninety-four  and  of  any  acts  in  amendment  thereof  or  in  addition 
thereto,  expend  the  further  sum  of  ^yq  hundred  thousand  dollars 
in  addition  to  all  sums  hitherto  authorized  to  be  expended  by  it, 
for  the  purposes  of  constructing  such  roadways  and  boulevards ;  - 
and  to  meet  any  expenditure  under  the  authority  of  this  act  the 
treasurer  and  receiver  general  shall  issue  a  corresponding  amount 
of  scrip  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  or  bonds  as  an  addition 
to  the  Metropolitan  Parks  Loan,  Series  Two.  The  sinking  fund 
already  established  by  law  shall  also  be  maintained  for  the  pur- 
pose of  extinguishing  scrip,  certificates  or  bonds  issued  under 
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the  authority  of  this  act.  Any  premium  realized  on  the  sale  of 
Bald  Bcrip  or  certificateB  or  bonds  shall  be  applied  to  the  payment 
of  the  interest  on  the  loan  hereby  authorized,  as  it  accrues.  Said 
scrip  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  or  bonds  shall  be  issued  and 
said  sinking  fund  assessed  and  collected  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  said  chapter  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  of  the 
acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-four. 

Sect.  2.     This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

(Approved  June  J^  1896 J) 

[Stat.  1896.  —  Chap.  fiSO.] 
An  Act  relatiye  to  the  metbopolitak  parks  and  boui^evards. 

Section  1.  The  metropolitan  park  commission  shall,  prior  to 
the  first  day  of  Januaiy  in  the  year  nineteen  hundred,  take  all 
the  lands  which  it  is  authorized  to  take,  and  shall  lay  out  and 
construct  all  the  parks,  reservations,  boulevards  and  other  works 
which  it  is  authorized  to  lay  out  and  to  construct,  and  the 
treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  pay  from  the  proceeds  of 
the  loans  authorized  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  expense  of 
taking  said  lands,  of  laying  out  said  parks  and  reservations  and 
of  constructing  said  boulevards  and  other  works,  or  from  the 
proceeds  of  any  of  said  loans,  all  moneys  required  prior  to  and 
including  the  first  day  of  January  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  ninety-six  to  and  including  said  first  day  of  January  in  the 
year  nineteen  hundred,  to  meet  the  interest  and  sinking  fund 
requirements  for  said  loans  as  estimated  by  said  treasurer  and  to 
meet  the  cost  of  maintenance  and  operation  of  said  parks, 
reservations,  boulevards  and  other  works  as  annually  authorized 
by  the  legislature,  and  to  meet  such  amount  as  has  heretofore 
been  paid  from  the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth  for  such  cost. 

Sect.  2.  The  supreme  judicial  court  sitting  in  equity  shall  in 
the  year  nineteen  hundred,  and  in  every  fifth  year  thereafter,  on 
the  application  of  said  commissioners  or  of  the  attorney  of  either 
of  the  cities  or  towns  in  the  metropolitan  parks  district,  and 
after  notice  to  each  of  said  cities  and  towns,  appoint  three  com- 
missioners, neither  of  whom  shall  be  a  resident  of  either  of  said 
cities  and  towns,  who  shall,  after  such  notice  and  hearing  as  they 
shall  deem  sufiicient  and  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  deem  just 
and  equitable,  determine  the  proportions  in  which  each  of  said 
cities  and  towns  shall  pay  money  into  the  treasury  of  the  Com- 
monwealth each  year  for  the  term  of  five  years,  beginning  with 
the  first  day  of  January  in  each  year  in  which  such  commissioners 
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are  required  to  be  appointed,  to  meet  said  interest,  sinking  fund 
requirements,  and  cost,  for  such  year,  and  any  deficiency  in  the 
amount  previously  paid  in  as  found  by  said  treasurer,  and  shall 
return  their  award  into  said  court ;  provided^  however ^  that  the 
commissioners  shall  fix  and  return  the  proportion  to  be  paid  by 
the  city  of  Boston  for  each  year  of  the  first  of  said  terms  at  fifty 
per  cent.  Every  such  award  when  accepted  by  the  court  shall  be 
a  final  and  conclusive  adjudication  for  the  term,  of  all  matters 
referred  to  the  commissioners,  and  shall  be  binding  upon  all 
parties. 

Sect.  3.  The  treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  in  the  year 
nineteen  hundred,  and  in  each  year  thereafter,  estimate,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  proportions  determined  as  aforesaid,  the  several 
amounts  required  during  the  year  beginning  with  the  first  day  of 
January,  from  the  cities  and  towns  aforesaid,  to  meet  said 
interest,  sinking  fund  requirements,  and  cost,  for  such  year,  and 
deficiency,  if  any,  and  shall  include  the  amount  required  from  a 
city  or  town,  in,  and  make  it  a  part  of,  the  sum  to  be  paid  by 
such  city  or  town  as  its  annual  state  tax,  and  the  same  shall  be 
paid  by  the  city  or  town  into  the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth 
at  the  time  required  for  the  payment,  and  as  a  part,  of  its  state 
tax;  provided^  however,  that  the  moneys  to  be  paid  into  the 
treasury  of  the  Commonwealth  each  year,  and  the  amount  to  be  paid 
by  the  Conmionwealth  and  made  a  part  of  the  annual  state  tax 
levy,  shall  be  as  specified  in  section  ten  of  chapter  four  hundred 
and  seven  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety- 
three,  and  in  section  eight  of  chapter  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-four. 

Sect.  4.  Sections  ten,  eleven  and  twelve  of  chapter  four 
hundred  and  seven  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninety-three,  sections  eight,  nine  and  ten  of  chapter  two  hundred 
and  eighty-eight  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninety- four,  all  acts  in  amendment  of  or  in  addition  to  said 
sections  or  either  of  them,  and  all  other  acts  or  parts  of  acts 
inconsistent  with  this  act,  are  hereby  repealed,  and  the  treasurer 
of  the  Commonwealth  shall  not  hereafter  require  the  payment 
of,  and  no  city  or  town  shall  hereafter  pay,  any  money  into  the 
treasury  of  the  Conmionwealth  under  any  determination  or  finding 
of  any  commission  appointed  under  the  provisions  of  said  sec- 
tions, or  any  of  them. 

Sect.  5.     This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage* 

(^Approved  June  P,  1896,) 
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STATUTES  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH  RELATING  TO 
PUBLIC  PARKS  IN  OR  NEAR  THE 
CITY  OF  BOSTON. 
Teas.   Chafteb. 

1866.     247.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Erection  of  a  Sea  wall, 
and  the  filling  of  certain  flats  in  Charles  river, 
to  abate  a  noisance. 
♦1870.     283.  — An  Act  for  the  Laying  out  of  one  or  more  Pablic 

Parks  in  or  near  the  City  of  Boston. 
tl875.     185.  — An  Act  for  the  Laying  out  of  Public  Parks  in  or 
near  the  City  of  Boston. 

1880.  144.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  connection  of  the  Arnold 

Arboretum  with  the  System  of  Parks  of  the  City 
of  Boston* 

1881.  92.  —  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  for  the  Laying  out 

of  Public  Parks  in  or  near  the  City  of  Boston. 
[Charles-river  Embankment.] 

1881.  197.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Construction  of   the 

Charles-river  promenade. 

1882.  168.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  Issue 

a  Public  Park  Loan. 
1884.     226.  — An  Act  in  relation  to  betterments  for  Locating, 
Laying  out,  and  Constructing  Streets,  Ways, 
and  Public  Parks. 

1884.  237.  —  An  Act  in  relation  to  assessments  for  Public  Im- 

provements. 

1885.  299.  —  An  Act  requiring  notice  of  assessments  of  better- 

ments to  be  given  to  the  party  to  be  charged 
thereby. 

1885.  360. — An  Act  in  further  addition  to  an  Act  for  the 

Laying  out  of  Public  Parks  in  or  near  the  City 
of  Boston.     [Marine  Park.] 

1886.  65.  —  An  Act  extending  the  time  for  the  completion  of 

the  Public  Park  in  the  City  of  Boston  known  as 
the  Charles-river  Embankment. 

*Thli  Act  was  to  take  effect  when  accepted  bj  two-thirds  of  the  legal  voters  Totlng 
thereon  at  the  State  election.  The  yote  in  favor  was  9,888;  against,  6,916.  The  Act 
oonseqnentlj  was  rejected. 

t  This  Act  was  accepted  by  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  voting  thereon,  Jnne  9 
1875.   Teas,  8,706;  Nays,  2,8U. 
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YMAJBL,       CHAFTBB« 

1886.  134.  — An  Act  to  change  a  portion  of  the  line  of  the  Sea 
wall  of  the  Public  Park  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
known  as  the  Charles-river  Embankment. 

1886.  304.  — ^An  Act  to  authorize  a  Loan  for  the  construction  of 

Public  Parks  in  or  near  the  City  of  Boston. 

1887.  312.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  a  Loan  for  the  payment  for 

lands  heretofore  acquired  for  Public  Parks  in 
or  near  the  City  of  Boston. 

1887.  427.  —  An  Act  to  enlarge  the   area  for  the  proposed 

Marine  Park  of  the  City  of  Boston  between 
South  Boston  and  Castle  Island. 

1888.  376.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  refund 

a  portion  of  the  money  paid  as  betterments  for 
the  Marine  Park  in  said  City. 

1888.  392.  —  An  Act  to  enable  the  City  of  Boston^  for  the  pur- 

pose of  obtaining  lands  for  its  Public  Parks,  to 
incur  indebtedness  outside  of  the  limit  fixed  by 
law. 

1889.  129.  — An  Act  relating  to  buildings  in  the  Public  Parks 

of  the  City  of  Boston. 

1889.  438. — An  Act  to  authorize  the  enlargement  of  the  pro- 

posed Marine  Park  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

1890.  271. — An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  incur 

indebtedness  outside  of  its  debt  limit,  to  pro- 
cure and  construct  one  or  more  Public  Parks  in 
the  Charlestown  District  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
1890.  339.  —  An  Act  changing  the  boundary  between  the  City 
of  Boston  and  the  Town  of  Brookline. 

1890.  444.  —  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  authorizing  the  City  of 

Boston  to  incur  indebtedness  outside  of  its  debt 
limit  to  procure  and  construct  one  or  more 
Public  Parks  in  the  Charlestown  District  of  the 
City  of  Boston. 

1891.  301.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  incur 

a  debt  for  Park  purposes  beyond  the  limit  fixed 
by  law. 

1891.  344. — An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  con- 
struct a  Sea  wall  and  extend  the  Charles-river 
Embankment. 

1891.  390. — An  Act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  the 
Charles  river  Improvement  Commission. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


80 


Tear.   Chaptbb. 

1892.  371.  — An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  take 

Jamaica  Pond  and  Ward's  Pond  for  a  Public 
Park. 
1898.  126.  —  An  Act  in  relation  to  raising  the  grade  and 
changing  the  location  of  the  Providence  Divis- 
ion of  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  in  the  City  of 
Boston. 

1893.  211.  — An  Act  in  relation  to  the  issne  of  bonds  and  cer- 

tificates for  Park  purposes  by  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton. 

1893.  225.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  cities  and  towns  to  establish 
and  maintain  Public  Playgrounds. 

1893.     258.  — An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  refund 
or  abate  a  portion  of  its  betterments  assessed 
for  the  extension  of  the  Marine  Park. 
.  1893.     282.  —  An  Act  to  provide  for  a  Public  Park  in  Wards  6 
and  7  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

1893.  300.  —  An  Act  relative  to  the  Laying  out  of  Public  Parks 
by  towns  and  cities.     [Boulevard  Act.] 

1893.  831.  —  An  Act  relative  to  leasing  open  spaces  for  Gar- 
dens and  Playgrounds  by  cities  and  towns. 

1893.  407.  —  An  Act  to  establish  a  Metropolitan  Park  Com- 
mission. 

1893.  416.  —  An  Act  relating  to  an  Act  relative  to  the  Laying 
out  of  Public  Parks  by  towns  and  cities. 
[Amending  Stat.  1893,  Chap.  300.] 

1893.  435. — An  Act  in  relation  to  the  construction  of  a  Sea 
waU  and  the  extension  of  the  Charles-river 
Embankment  by  the  City  of  Boston. 

1893.  475.  —  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  improvement  of  Charles 

river. 

1894.  288.  — An  Act  to  authorize  the  Metropolitan  Park  Com- 

mission to  construct  Roadways  and  Boulevards. 

1894.  396.  — An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  incur 
indebtedness  beyond  the  limit  fixed  by  law,  for 
Park  purposes. 

1894.  488.  -^  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Commonwealth  to  acquire 
the  location  in  part  of  the  Boston,  Revere 
Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad,  and  to  authorize  a  re- 
location in  part  of  said  railroad. 
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Trak.     Chapter. 

1894.  509.  — An  Act  to  authorize  the  Metropolitan  Park  Com- 

mission to  expend  a  sum  of  money,  in  addition 
to  the  amounts  heretofore  authorized,  for  open 
spaces  along  or  near  the  Charles  river. 

1895.  45.  — An  Act  to  authorize  the  Extension  of  the  Arnold 

Arboretum. 

1895.  185.  —  An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  abate  a 
Portion  of  the  Betterments  made  on  account  of 
the  Laying  out  of  Jamaica  Park  and  Arborway. 

1895.  272. — An  Act  changing  the  Limits  within  which  Land 
may  be  taken  by  the  Metropolitan  Park  Com- 
mission within  the  City  of  Medford. 

1895.  305.  — An  Act  relative  to  the  taking  by  the  Metropolitan 
Park  Commission  of  Revere  Beach,  so-called, 
in  the  town  of  Revere. 

1895.  450.  —  An  Act  relative  to  the  Metropolitan  Park  Com- 

mission. 

1896.  199.  —  An  Act  relative   to  violations  of  regulations  of 

Public  Parks. 

1896.  284.  —  An  Act  relative  to  excavations,  fillings  and  con- 
structions in  tide  waters  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Public  Parks  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

1896.  313.  — An  Act  relative  to  the  Building  line  and  height  of 
buildings  on  Parkways,  Boulevards  and  Parks. 

1896.  411. — An  Act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  certain  lands 
taken  for  Public  Park  purposes  in  the  City  of 
Boston. 

1896,  453. — An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  con- 
tinue the  construction  of  its  Public  Parks. 

1896.  465.  —  An  Act  to  better  define  the  authority  of  the  Met- 
ropolitan Park  Commission. 

1896.  466.  —  An  Act  increasing  the  amount  of  money  to  be 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Metropolitan  Park 
Commission  for  general  purposes. 

1896.  472.  — An  Act  increasing  the  amount  of  money  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commis- 
sion for  the  construction  of  Roadways  and 
Boulevards. 

1896.  550.  —  An  Act  relative  to  the  Metropolitan  Parks  and 
Boulevards. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


82 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  PARK  COMMISSIONERS 
OF  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON  FROM  ITS  ORGANIZA- 
TION,  WITH    THEIR    TERMS   OF    SERVICE. 

T.  Jefferson  Coolidge.  — Appointed  July  8, 1875,  for  the  term 
ending  April  30,  1879.     Resigned  Dec.  11,  1876. 

Charles  H.  Dalton.  —  Appointed  July  8,  1875,  for  the  term 
ending  April  30,  1877.  Reappointed  in  1877,  1880,  and 
1883.     Resigned  May  11,  1885. 

William  Gray,  Jr.  —  Appointed  July  8,  1875,  for  the  term 
ending  April  30,  1878.  Reappointed  in  1878  and  1881, 
and  served  until  the  expiration  of  his  term,  April  30, 
1884. 

Charles  S.  Storrow.  —  Appointed  Dec.  11,  1876,  in  place  of 
T.  Jefferson  Coolidge,  resigned.  Reappointed  in  1879,  for 
the  term  ending  April  30, 1882.     Resigned  May  19,  1879. 

Henry  Lee.  —  Appointed  May  19,  1879,  in  place  of  Charles  S. 
Storrow,  resigned.  Reappointed  in  1882,  and  served  until 
the  expiration  of  his  term,  April  30,  1885. 

Benjamin  Dean. — Appointed  Feb.  24,  1885,  to  succeed  William 
Gray,  Jr.,  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1887.  Reap- 
pointed in  1887,  and  served  until  June  2,  1890. 

Patrick  Maguire.  — Appointed  Feb.  24,  1885,  to  succeed  Henry 
Lee,  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1888,  and  served  until 
Feb.  20,  1889. 

John  F.  Andrew.  —  Appointed  May  1 1 ,  1885,  in  place  of  Charles 
H.  Dalton,  resigned.  Reappointed  in  1886,  and  served 
until  May  13,  1889.  Appointed  July  16,  1894,  to  succeed 
Paul  H.  Kendricken,  and  served  until  May  30,  1895. 

Isaac  Fenno. —  Appointed  Feb.  1,  1889,  to  succeed  Patrick 
Maguire,  and  served  until  the  expiration  of  his  term,  April 
30,1891. 

Thomas  L.  Livermore.  —  Appointed  May  6,  1889,  to  succeed 
John  F.  Andrew,  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1892,  and 
served  until  April  30,  1893. 

Francis  A.  Walker. — Appointed  May  19,  1890,  to  succeed 
Benjamin  Dean,  for  the  term  ending  April  30, 1893.  Re- 
appointed for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1896. 
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Paul  H.  Kendbicken. — Appointed  March  30,  1891,  to  succeed 

Isaac  Fenno,  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1894,  and  ,j 

served  until  July  30,  1894.  '| 

Chables  F.  Sfrague.  —  Appointed  April  17,  1893,  to  succeed 

Thomas  L.  Livermore,  for  the  term  ending  April  30, 1896. 

Resigned  Jan.  14,  1895. 
Edward  C.  Hodges. — Appointed  Jan.  14,   1895,  in  place  of 

Charles  F.  Sprague,  resigned;  also  for  the  term  ending 

April  30,  1898. 
Laban  Pratt.  —  Appointed  June  10,  1895,  for  the  term  ending 

April  30,  1897,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of 

John  F.  Andrew. 
Charles  E.  Stratton.  —  Appointed  April  27,  1896,  to  succeed 

Francis  A.  Walker,  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1899. 
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